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1. Describe how your organization preserves and promotes the history and heritage of our area
and/or promotes tourism and provides visitors with information regarding area attractions,
lodging, maps and other relevant to tourism.
Our society mandate is: To collect and preserve all types of records of historical significance to
the town of Blackfalds and area, that reflects its unique people and organizations, past and
present. In doing this we will provide a worthwhile and special knowledge of our heritage for
future generations and increase the public’s appreciation of the interesting character of the town
and area. We also have the following policies: Acquisition mandate, acquisition policy, loan
policy, volunteer policy, society bylaws and a general access provision.
The following are projects we have done, are doing on an on-going basis, and ones we did this
year, to support, promote and preserve local history:
1. Develop and maintain an archival collection and a searchable database that is always
being added to as documents, photographs, etc. are donated and/or collected.
2. Written and published several local history books - free copies are given to local schools
and libraries.
3. Provide historical museum type displays in the new Wadey Centre for the general public.
Private tours are provided upon request, for people researching families that have interests
in Blackfalds and in the surrounding county of Lacombe. We have provided this for
people that were from several locations in BC, ON, several US states, England and
Australia. These visitors all stay and eat in the area.
4. Provide historical information for anyone who asks, on all manner of inquiries; as well as
provide research on specific requests.
5. Provide photographs for many town requests, chamber requests, and newspaper write ups
and projects. We also provide a weekly historic photo for the town Facebook page called
Throwback Thursday, that generates interest and discussion.
6. Built a Veterans Monument at the Abbey Centre location that provides a place to hold
Remembrance Day services each year. There is also a corresponding reference book on
the 85 veterans named on the monument.
7. We continued to work on the Heritage Signage Project, purchasing and installing
attractive, metal signs that give informative historical data and photos in several
downtown Blackfalds locations and at the Abbey Centre, referencing historical buildings
and other things. A new one will be installed by the new mural.
8. A large, new mural 40’ long by 10’ high was installed on the north side of After the Grind
on the main street of Blackfalds, by the same artist who installed the mural on the north
side of the Wadey Centre.
9. A new outdoor art project was installed just outside of the Wadey Centre. The artists are
the same company that built the Veteran’s Monument by Abbey Centre.

10. We joined in a shared project in 2020 with Lacombe Tourism and a BC company called
“On This Spot” to create content for an app that goes along with Walking Tours of
locations within Lacombe County. The Blackfalds Historical Society liked this idea so
much that we expanded on what this company has to offer, for more online content for
schools and the general public.
Update for 2021 - Due to Covid and the shut downs, our activities at the Wadey Centre have
been greatly restricted, especially since the Wadey Centre has been mostly closed to the public
for over 2 years. Our focus, therefore, have been concentrated on virtual and on-line
programming in an effort to educate the public in new ways, with regard to local town history.
We have partnered with a company from British Columbia called “On This Spot” to make history
accessible to people everywhere in new and engaging ways. Every community has a unique
story, and by the Historical Society partnering with On This Spot – community heritage,
tourism, and business organization stories are told and in the hands of anyone with a
computer or a smartphone.
Located at https://onthisspot.ca/cities/blackfalds the programming is assessable 24/7 by
anyone, anywhere. This includes a virtual walking tour, “then and now” photographs, and
educational videos (video not quite completed yet) that makes local history come to life.
These are interactive and interesting programs that have also been shared with the school
teachers to utilize. We are also getting a lesson plan and guide made for the teachers, so that
content on local history will be laid out for them to use along with the virtual programming.
11. In August, the Wadey Centre hosted a luncheon and family get-together for a local family
who had a death in their family.

4. Does your organization have a mandate to promote tourism initiatives and tourism operators
within the County, and if so, describe how you pursue and accomplish this mandate?
While our organization has no specific mandate to support tourism, our projects, events and
archives bring people to the area. The society also works with the tourist info centre in the
Wadey Centre with ideas and projects that help develop the tourism aspect of things.
5. Identify the financial and in-kind support provided to your organization by other
municipalities.
The town of Blackfalds supports the Historical Society with an operational budget for one parttime staff, office and general expenses. We try to fund projects and activities with grants and
with casino funds (once every 3 years) if we can. In most cases, all our work is done by our
volunteer membership.

BLACKFALDS & AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
FINANCIAL STATEMENT
January 1, 2020 - December 31, 2020
Opening balance General Acc’t #11894227
Casino Acc’t #9480146

$129,046.49
$22,894.48

INCOME
General Account #11894227
Memberships
$100.00
Donations
$2,120.00
Town Allotment
$17,255.00
County Grant
$10,000.00
Bank Interest
$410.41
Total
$29,885.41

$29,885.41

Casino Account #9480146
Book Sales
$00.00
Bank Interest
$10.60
Total
$10.60
Total Income

$10.60
$29,896.01

EXPENSES
General Account #11894227
Memberships
$522.83
Archive supplies & books
$258.30
Computer & Supplies
$481.81
Display & Photo Supplies
$00.00
Office & Program Supplies $431.25
Wages
$11,748.00
Volunteer and Promo
$88.00
Storage Rent
$3600.00
Phone & Mileage
$750.00
Project Outdoor Art
$37,800.00
Total
$55,680.19

$55,680.19

Casino Account #9480146
Balance on mural
$9088.00
Printer
$333.67
Total
Total Expenses

$9421.67

NET INCOME

$9421.67
$65,101.86
$116,735.12

ASSETS
December 31, 2020 ending balances
General Account #11894227 $103,251.71
Casino Account #9480146
$13,483.41
TOTAL ASSETS
$116,735.12
LIABILITIES
Accounts payable

$0.00

_____________________________
Chairperson’s signature
_____________________________
Treasurer’s signature

$116,735.12

