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INTRODUCTION
Agriculture has a long history in Lacombe County, and it is by far the largest and most
prominent land use within the municipality. The local economy relies on the wise use of the
land and associated resources for agricultural production and related value-added activities.
Lacombe County residents also enjoy the lifestyle associated with a community in which
the agriculture industry is predominant.

PURPOSE

DISCLAIMER

In recent years, Lacombe County has experienced a considerable amount of change and
growth. Lacombe County Council is committed to ensuring agriculture continues to be an
integral part of and contributor to the fabric of Lacombe County’s economic, social and
environmental existence, now and in the future.

This Guide is intended to capture the County policies and regulations (or portions of), as well as
various programs and other supporting documents that are of particular relevance to agriculture
and which assist in achieving the vision for agriculture within the municipality. However, it is not
all inclusive and reference should always be made to original legislative, policy, regulations and plan
documents when additional detail and/or context may be required.

In response, Lacombe County has developed this Guide that identifies and supports a longterm vision for agriculture in the County. This Guide outlines the goals and objectives, and
corresponding policies and programs that directly support agriculture and land-use planning in
agricultural areas to ensure the industry can remain a significant contributor to the economic,
environmental and social well-being of the County now and into the future.
This document consolidates, into one resource, the municipal policies and regulations (or
portions of), plans (or portions of), programs, and activities which are focused on and which
support agriculture in the municipality. This is not a stand-alone or static document. This
Guide is a “living document”; it will evolve as County programs and policies evolve and, as
such, it should be reviewed on a regular (annual) basis. While this document will evolve, the
one thing that will remain constant is the value and respect the County has for the agriculture
community, and its commitment to enabling the industry to flourish. This document is a
testament to that commitment.

4
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PROCESS

The advancement of agriculture requires leadership, and involves cooperation and coordination
between the municipality, its residents and stakeholders. The path to developing this document began
in 2012 and has involved considerable consultation and stakeholder engagement. The following outlines
the widespread activities undertaken and the stakeholders involved who contributed significant input
into the development of this Guide.
• Spring 2012 – Council Strategic Planning: Identified the need for an agricultural plan.
•	December 2012 – Committee of the Whole: Explored the creation of an agricultural plan.
•	March 2013 – Committee of the Whole: Agreed to proceed with the development of an
agricultural plan.
•	March 2014 – County Council questionnaire: Council’s perspectives, priorities and concerns on
the issues and opportunities that an agricultural plan could help support.
•	March 2014 – Public focus group sessions: Seek the agriculture community’s perspectives,
priorities and concerns relative to the issues facing the agriculture industry and their own
operations; identify key priority areas.
•	Spring 2015 – Agricultural Community Consultation: Engage the agricultural community and
solicit their feedback on five key priority areas, including the community’s vision of the future.
•	November 2015 – Committee of the Whole: meeting to provide input into the development
of a vision for agriculture, discuss and set the goals which are at the core of the Lacombe
County Agricultural Guide.
•	March 2016 - Draft Agricultural Guide presented to Council
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DEFINITION OF AGRICULTURE
For the purposes of this Guide “agriculture”
in Lacombe County is defined as:
“The practice of, or any activities performed relating to the
cultivating, growing, raising, managing and/or selling of livestock1,
crops2, food and/or related value-added products or services on land
located within Lacombe County.”

VISION FOR AGRICULTURE
Agriculture is valued, respected and supported in Lacombe County and,
as a result, a healthy, prosperous and sustainable agriculture industry and
rural community thrives within the municipality.

MISSION FOR AGRICULTURE

OVERVIEW OF AGRICULTURE
IN LACOMBE COUNTY

As a municipality, our mission is to engage, support and enhance the
agriculture community and rural entrepreneurs, and enhance rural life
in Lacombe County. Lacombe County will contribute to and support
agriculture in the municipality through the development and implementation
of responsive and progressive municipal policies and programs.

The Central Alberta region is Alberta’s second largest agricultural
region. The second largest county in the region on a farm receipts
basis is Lacombe County with receipts of almost $312 million in 2010.
Lacombe County ranked third for the value of livestock and poultry
and had the largest number of pigs in the province. It ranked fifth
for total crop acreage and had the third largest canola acreage.3 In
addition to primary agriculture, there are also a significant number
of agriculture-based businesses and value-added processing facilities
(e.g. grain handling and condominium storage, malt production,
custom meat processing, cheese and yogurt processing, milk
replacement supplements4) which contribute to the diversity and
economy of the municipality and the region. Refer to Appendix 1 for
detailed Lacombe County agriculture statistics.

“Livestock” is defined as domestic animals that are kept, raised for use and/or profit.
“Crops” are defined as a plant or plant product that is grown and harvested for profit or subsistence.
Business in Alberta; 2011 Census of Agriculture Data
4
Lacombe County Profile
1

2

3
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PRIORITY AREAS
GUIDING PRINCIPLES
The following principles have guided the development of this document
and underpin Lacombe County’s efforts to support agriculture in the
municipality. These guiding principles have been derived directly from
Council input and the results of the public consultations held with Lacombe
County residents throughout this process. These guiding principles state and
reinforce that:
•	Agriculture in Lacombe County is changing but
the future looks positive.
• Lacombe County’s rural landscape is important and appreciated.
•	Growth and development will occur but it needs to be effectively
managed, coordinated and carefully planned.
•	Lacombe County will continue to offer quality services,
good infrastructure and competitive taxes.
• Agriculture should continue to be the predominant land
		 use within the municipality.
•	Subdivision of agricultural land should only be considered within the
established community planning framework and not conflict with
County goals and objectives.

Six priority areas were identified through the comprehensive stakeholder
engagement processes which led up to the development of this document. Within
this Guide, specific goals, related objectives as well as relevant policies, programs
and activities have been identified in each of the six priority areas.

WATER AND
ENVIRONMENTAL
MANAGEMENT

DEVELOPMENT
AND LAND USE

WEEDS, PESTS
AND DISEASE
MANAGEMENT

INFRASTRUCTURE

ACTION STATEMENTS
The following statements identify broad approaches that the municipality will take
relative to agriculture and the agricultural community, to ensure it can continue to
contribute to the economic, social and environmental well-being of the County.
As a municipality Lacombe County will:
•	Develop proactive, integrated plans and policies and deliver responsive
programs that support agriculture activities.
• Increase awareness of the impact and importance of agriculture
		 to Lacombe County.
• Promote the rural character of the County.
• Enhance the connectivity between agriculture and stewardship.
•	Encourage the practice of agriculture in an environmentally responsible
manner and support practice change where possible.
8
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MUNICIPAL
RELATIONS

COMMUNICATIONS
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
LACOMBE COUNTY MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN (MARCH 2014)

DEVELOPMENT AND LAND USE

MDP 3.1 Agricultural Land Use: All lands in the County shall be deemed to be
agricultural lands unless otherwise designated by the Municipal Development Plan, an
approved statutory or non-statutory plan, the Land Use Bylaw, or provincial legislation.
MDP 3.2 Agricultural Viability: The County shall continue to support a viable
agricultural economy by allowing farm operators to engage in different types and sizes
of agricultural operations, and by endeavouring to maintain large contiguous areas of
productive agricultural land to minimize potential land use conflicts.
MDP 3.3 No Automatic Subdivision: There is no automatic right to subdivide.

GOAL

A healthy and viable agricultural industry that is an
essential part of the County’s economy. 5

OBJECTIVES

• Limit premature subdivision and
fragmentation of agricultural land;
• Minimize conflicts between
non-agricultural uses and existing
agricultural operations;
• Accommodate the growth,
diversification and intensification of
agricultural operations.

MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENTS INVOLVED

• Planning and Development
• Corporate Services
• Administration

5
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MDP 3.4 First Parcel Out: The subdivision of a first parcel out of an un-subdivided
quarter section may be considered if the following criteria are met:
a) the parcel contains a habitable permanent residence;
b) 	a habitable residence has been on the site for at least five (5) years preceding
the date of the subdivision application;
c) 	the parcel is not greater than 1.62 hectares (4 acres) in size, unless the County
is satisfied that a larger parcel is necessary to accommodate residential
improvements, such as a shelterbelt, outbuildings or a driveway, or is considered
reasonable based on the site’s geographical features;
d) 	legal and physical access is available to the parcel and the remainder of the
quarter section, satisfactory to the County; and
e) the loss of any agricultural land is minimized.
MDP 3.5 First Parcel Out Choice of Building Site: If the landowner qualifies for a first
parcel out subdivision under Policy 3.4, the landowner may as an alternative subdivide
out a different parcel on the same quarter section which may or may not contain an
existing residence. Approval of this different parcel would be subject to the following
criteria:
a) 	the parcel is not greater than 1.62 hectares (4 acres) in size, unless the County
is satisfied that a larger parcel is necessary to accommodate residential
improvements, such as a shelterbelt, outbuildings or a driveway, or is considered
reasonable based on the site’s geographical features;
b) 	where the parcel does not contain a residence, a suitable building site exists;
c) 	legal and physical access is available to the parcel and the remainder of the
quarter section, satisfactory to the County;
d) 	the County is satisfied that the choice of building site for an undeveloped parcel
would not unduly interfere with existing farming operations; and
e) the loss of any agricultural land is minimized.

Adapted from Agriculture Goal: Lacombe County Municipal Development Plan – Updated March 2014
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MDP 3.6 First Parcel Out Waiving Requirement for Habitable Permanent
Residence: Notwithstanding Policy 3.5, the requirement for a habitable permanent
residence may be waived if the parcel contains a former building site, which had
a habitable permanent residence up to five (5) years preceding the date of the
subdivision application, and has not been reclaimed for agricultural purposes. In such
cases, legal and physical access must be available to the parcel and the remainder of
the quarter section, satisfactory to the County, and the parcel shall not be larger than
1.62 hectares (4 acres) in size.
MDP 3.7 Subdivision of a Fragmented Parcel: The subdivision of a parcel that is
separated from the balance of the existing titled area by a natural or man-made
feature, such as a highway or county road, a railway, or a permanent and naturally
occurring body of water, lake, river, stream or watercourse, may be considered if the
following criteria are met:
a) 	the County is satisfied that the size and characteristics of the fragmented land
and/or the difficulty of access from the remainder of the land means the land
cannot be reasonably used with the balance of the title;
b) 	the applicant is able to demonstrate to the satisfaction of the County that the
intended use would not unduly interfere with the continued agricultural use of
the remaining lands in the title or any farming operation on the surrounding
lands;
c) 	the applicant can show to the satisfaction of the County that the parcel
contains a suitable building site that can accommodate on-site sewage disposal
and water services; and
d) 	legal and physical access is available to the parcel and the remainder of the
quarter section, satisfactory to the County.

12
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For the purposes of this policy, the County shall also not approve an application for a
parcel that is fragmented by an undeveloped right of way.
Also, for the purposes of this policy, a permanent and naturally occurring body of
water, lake, river, stream or watercourse must be proven to the satisfaction of the
County by way of:
a) 	a visually defined riparian area where the vegetation and soils are strongly
influenced by the presence of water or;
b) 	written confirmation from Alberta Sustainable Resource Development that
title to the bed and shore of the water body, lake, river, stream or watercourse is
vested in the Crown in the right of Alberta.
MDP 3.8 Further Subdivision of a Fragmented Parcel: Land that is separated from
the balance of the existing titled area by a natural barrier, such as a river or ravine, or
by a physical barrier, which is registered by a plan of survey, such as a roadway, railway
or drainage course, may be considered for multi-lot residential subdivision if the
following criteria are met:
a) 	the applicant is able to demonstrate to the satisfaction of the County that the
intended use would not unduly interfere with the continued agricultural use of
the remaining lands in the title or any farming operation on the surrounding
lands;
b) 	the land fragmented is less than 8.1 hectares (20 acres) in size and, in the
opinion of the County, has sufficient developable area for the intended use; and
c) 	legal and physical access is available to the parcel and the remainder of the
quarter section, satisfactory to the County.
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The land proposed to be subdivided would be required to be rezoned to either R-CR
Country Residential District or R-CRE Country Residential Estate District. In either
case, a concept plan will need to be prepared in support of the rezoning application.
Terms of reference for the preparation of a concept plan are described in Appendix B
of Multi-Lot Residential Development Proposals: A Guide to the Approval Process,
which has been approved by County Council.
MDP 3.9 Agricultural Subdivision: The subdivision of land for specialized or intensive
agricultural operations, such as greenhouses and other horticultural businesses, may be
considered only from an un-subdivided quarter section if the following criteria are met:
a) 	submission of adequate detailed information describing the operation, such
as a business plan that may include a financial plan, and any other information
deemed necessary by the County; and
b) the proposed lot is not less than 4.05 hectares (10 acres) in size.
3.10 Input to Natural Resources Conservation Board (NRCB) for Confined
Feeding Operations: The County shall provide input on applications for confined
feeding operations to the Natural Resources Conservation Board (NRCB) under the
Agricultural Operation Practices Act. The County’s support is subject to the following:
a) 	no new confined feeding operation shall be permitted less than 1.6 kilometres (1
mile) from the boundary of:
			 (i) a city, town, village, summer village or hamlet;
			 (ii) an area developed or designated for multi-lot residential use; or
			 (iii) a provincial or municipal park or recreation area, or other area used
or intended to be used for a recreational facility development, except
that where provincial regulations require a larger setback distance, that
distance shall apply; and
b) 	further restrictions on the development of confined feeding operations may
apply as directed by an Inter-municipal Development Plan or other local plan
approved by Council.

14
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MDP 3.11 Number of Dwellings Allowed on a Parcel: Generally, only one dwelling
unit is permitted per parcel. Additional dwellings may be allowed in accordance with
the provisions of the Land Use Bylaw.
MDP 3.12 Home Based Business and Minor Business or Trade in the Agricultural District:
The County will continue to consider home based business and minor business and trade in
the Agricultural District in accordance with the provisions of the Land Use Bylaw.
MDP 3.13 Industrial or Commercial Subdivision Restrictions: Under the Agricultural
District of the Land Use Bylaw, the subdivision of land for industrial or commercial
use shall be restricted to a single parcel from a quarter section that has not been
subdivided, except for road widening, public or quasi-public use or for the purpose of
an oil and gas well, pipeline or installation incidental to a pipeline.
MDP 3.14 Criteria for Approval for Industrial or Commercial Subdivision: Subject to
the restriction under Policy 3.13, an application for the subdivision of a single parcel of
undeveloped land for industrial or commercial use may be considered where it can be
demonstrated that:
a) 	the intended use would not unduly interfere with the continued agricultural use
of the remaining lands in the title or any farming operation on the surrounding
lands;
b) 	the site has attributes favorable to the establishment and operation of the
business;
c) there would be no significant negative impacts on the county road system;
d) 	the site is suitable for on-site sewage disposal and an adequate water supply
exists that would not harm other existing water users;
e) 	the intended business activity at the site would not unduly interfere or conflict
with existing surrounding land uses; and
f) any safety or other environmental issues have been properly addressed.
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MDP 3.15 Exceptions to Policy 3.13: Exceptions to the restrictions under Policy 3.13
may be considered for the following land uses:
a) 	oil and gas facilities, uses accessory to the oil and gas industry as defined in the
Land Use Bylaw;
b) outdoor recreation facilities;
c) riding and boarding stables;
d) sand and gravel extraction and processing; and
e) uses requisite for, or accessory to, agriculture.
3.16 Residence Required for Business Location: With the exception of the uses listed
above under Policy 3.17, no new industrial or commercial business shall be approved on
land within the Agricultural District of the Land Use Bylaw unless there is an existing
habitable residence on the same property located at or adjacent to the proposed
business site. A condition of development approval shall require a habitable residence
to be maintained for as long as the business operates at the site.
MDP 3.17 Exceptions to Policy 3.16: The requirement for an existing residence under
Policy 3.16 shall not apply to the following uses:

AGRICULTURE-RELATED MUNICIPAL POLICIES
RC(8) RECREATION AND CULTURE – USE AND MANAGEMENT OF COUNTY
RESERVE LANDS (DECEMBER 5, 2006)
RC(8) 1.2.7 Municipal Reserve (MR) lands may be leased for temporary agricultural purposes,
especially where the agricultural activity will assist with weed control and fire hazard reduction.
Agricultural activities must be conducted in such a way to allow for the eventual use of the
property for public recreation or its return to natural vegetation conditions, as directed by the
County.
AD(7) ADMINISTRATION – FEES AND CHARGES (DECEMBER 10, 2015)
Schedule 4 – Planning and Development
8. Initiation of Development without Development Permit Approval or Failure to Meet
Condition(s) of Development Approval
Description

Charge

Agricultural District: Minor Business or Trade of Contractor Business

$3,000

a) 	oil and gas facilities, uses accessory to the oil and gas industry as defined in the
Land Use Bylaw;
b) outdoor recreational facilities;
c) riding and boarding stables;
d) RV storage businesses;
e) sand and gravel extraction and processing; and
f) uses requisite for, or accessory to, agriculture.
Notwithstanding the polices contained in this Section, the requirements of the
Subdivision and Development Regulation will prevail for all quarter sections within
800 metres (2,625 feet) from a highway, which may preclude consideration of some
of the subdivision opportunities described in this Section. For more information, please
contact the Planning and Development Department.

16
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AGRICULTURE-RELATED MUNICIPAL POLICIES
OP(1) ROAD DESIGNATIONS AND STANDARDS
POLICY AND REGULATION(APRIL 23, 2015)

INFRASTRUCTURE

GOAL
Well-developed and well-maintained infrastructure
is in place to support the needs of the agriculture
industry.
OBJECTIVES
•	Infrastructure (e.g. bridges, roads, etc.)
planning and decision making takes into account
agricultural needs.
•	Decisions about operating budgets (e.g.
management and maintenance of infrastructure)
will support agriculture.

MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENTS INVOLVED
• Operations
• Environmental and Protective Services

18
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To facilitate the orderly and effective management of roads under the jurisdiction of
Lacombe County the following classification system and standards have been adopted.
The classifications and standards may be varied to address specific need or unusual
conditions.
1. 	Primary Local Main
Roads designated as Primary Local Main will normally be designed and constructed to a paved standard that will not require weight restrictions and/or
bans. Specifications for the design and construction of a Primary Local Main are
identified in the Lacombe County Standards Manual. The purpose of Primary
Local Main roads is to:
		
		 a. facilitate the flow of commodities during all four seasons
		 b. accommodate large volumes of traffic (more than 500 vehicles/day)
		 c. provide connector route to trading centers within Lacombe County
		 d. allow for year round movement of legal loads
Primary Local Main Roads are to be designated by resolution of Council and will be
reviewed by Council at least every three years. The following roads are designated as
Primary Local Main:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Aspelund
Clive North Access
D & M Road
Eckville North
Eckville West
Freedom Road
Lacombe Lakeshore Drive
Lakeside/Sargent
Lasthill

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Milton/Gadsby Lake Road
Milton West Branch Road
Nova North Access
Prentiss
Rainy Creek Road
Rock Pine Road
Spruceville
Woody Nook

2. S
 econdary Local Main
Roads designated as Secondary Local Main will normally be designed and
constructed to a paved standard that may require weight restrictions and/or bans
to be placed on the road during certain seasons. Specifications for the design and
construction of a Secondary Local Main are identified in the Lacombe County
Standards Manual. The purpose of Secondary Local Main roads is to:
		
		 a. facilitate the flow of light vehicle traffic
		 b. provide connector routes to urban areas and other paved roads
		 c. provide for the limited flow of commodities on a seasonal basis
		 d. minimize maintenance procedures (grading, graveling, dust control)
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	Secondary Local Main Roads are to be designated by resolution of Council and
will be reviewed by Council at least every three years. The following roads are
designated as Secondary Local Main:
		 •
		 •
		 •
		•
		 •
		 •
		

Alix North
Barnett Road
C&E Trail
Centreview
Duckett Road
Haynes Road

• Lockhart Road
• Otto Road
• 	TWP RD 41-2 south of SW 15-41-26 W4
(Old Milton Road)
• 	RGE RD 25-3 west of SW 21-38-25 W4
(Old 815 south of Hwy 11)

3. 	Local Roads
Roads designated as Local Roads will normally be designed and constructed to an all
season gravel standard that may require weight restrictions and/or bans to be placed
on the road during certain seasons. Specifications for design and construction of a
Local Road are as identified in the Lacombe County Standards Manual. The purpose
of Local Roads is to:
		
		 a. facilitate the flow of all types of traffic
		 b. provide connector routes between paved roads
		 c. facilitate the flow of commodities during all four seasons
		 d. accommodate moderate to low volumes of traffic (less than 500 vehicles/day)
		 e. provide connector route to trading centers within Lacombe County
		 f. allow for year round movement of legal loads
		Local Roads are to be designated by Council at the
time the road is constructed or reconstructed.

4. 	Residential Subdivision – Main Access Road
Roads designated as a Residential Subdivision – Main Access Road will normally
be designed and constructed to an all season paved standard that may require
weight restrictions and/or bans to be placed on the road during certain seasons.
Specifications for design and construction of a Residential Subdivision – Main
Access Road are as identified in the Lacombe County Standards Manual. The
purpose of a Residential Subdivision – Main Access Road is to:
		
		

a. provide access to a Country and/or Lakeshore residential development
b. 	provide access from the residential area to a Primary Highway or Local Main
road

	Residential Subdivision – Main Access Roads may be designated by Council at
any time but normally at the time the road is constructed or reconstructed. The
following roads are designated as Main Access Roads:
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Birch Bay Drive
Burbank Road
Jarvis Bay Access
McLaurin Lane
Meridian Road
Shores of Sylvan
Sunbreaker Cove Road
Westend Landing Road
Westside Country Estates
Wilson Beach Road

5. 	Access Road
Roads designated as an Access Road will normally be designed and constructed
to an all season gravel standard that may require weight restrictions and/or
bans to be placed on the road during certain seasons. Specifications for design
and construction of Access Roads are as identified in the Lacombe County
Standards Manual. The purpose of an Access Road is to:
		
		
		
		

a. accommodate low volumes of traffic from a single source or destination
b. 	facilitate the flow of commodities from an agricultural operation, industrial
facility or residence to a Local or Local Main road
c. 	provide limited access to residential, agricultural, industrial
or commercial operations
d. provide limited access to a recreational area

		Access Roads are to be designated by Council at the
time a road is constructed or reconstructed.

20

2016 L ACOMBE COUNT Y AGRICULTURAL GUIDE

2016 L ACOMBE COUNT Y AGRICULTURAL GUIDE

21

6. 	Farm Machinery Road
Improvements to roads designated as a Farm Machinery Road will normally
be limited to brushing of trees and minor excavation that will allow for the
limited movement of machinery in dry conditions. Specifications for design
and construction of a Farm Machinery Road are as identified in the Lacombe
County Standards Manual. The purpose of a Farm Machinery Road is to:
		
		 a. 	facilitate the limited movement of farm machinery to fields where no other
access is available
		 b. facilitate the limited movement of farm produce during harvest time
		 c. 	 facilitate the limited movement of livestock to pastures
		Farm Machinery Roads are to be designated by resolution of Council and are to
be signed to advise travelers that use is at your own risk.
7.	Unopened Road Allowance
Road allowances that are unnecessary or impractical to open for general public
travel shall be designated as an Unopened Road Allowance. There will normally
be no improvements made to an unopened road allowance and access is limited
to walking, horseback or ATV. There is no planned use for an unopened road
allowance.
OP(8) COMPENSATION FOR ROAD CONSTRUCTION
POLICY AND REGULATION (NOVEMBER 13, 2014)
1. Acquisition of Road Right of Way
		 a. For Agricultural Land
			The rate of compensation for acquisition of right of way is seven and one half
(7.5) times the average assessed value per acre based on the total assessment
of the parcel from which the right of way is taken, (excluding therefrom any
assessment for residential site) with a minimum compensation rate per acre
of $ 3,000. Where agricultural land value exceeds $3,000 per acre, the rate
of compensation for acquisition of right-of-way is one and one third (1.3)
times the fair actual value as determined by Lacombe County Assessment
department. Where agricultural lands are subject to restrictive covenants,
a lesser rate may be paid to recognize the conditions of the restrictive
covenants. Additional compensation of up to $300 per acre may be paid for
any crop or forage damage.
		 b. For Non-Agricultural Land
			The rate of compensation for acquisition of right of way is one and three
tenths (1.3) times the fair actual value as determined by Lacombe County
assessment records. The value of the land is to be based on non-serviced
bare land. A lesser rate may be paid if it is determined that the preceding
rates are not appropriate for the acquisition.
2. Backsloping
		Where backsloping is undertaken by County initiative, compensation shall
be paid for one acre per one half mile at a flat rate of $400. (For parcels less
than one half mile in length, the payment will be prorated accordingly.) Where
backsloping is undertaken at the request of an adjoining property owner,
compensation may be negotiated at a rate lesser than $400 per one half mile.
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Additional compensation of up to $300 per acre may be paid for any crop or
forage damage. The County will pick rocks one time after the first cultivation of
the backsloped area, immediately following construction.
3. Borrow Pits
		Compensation will be paid at the rate of $1,000 per acre. Crop damage to be in
accordance with established crop damage rates. Additional compensation of up
to $500 per acre may be paid for landscaped borrow pits on cultivated land to
recognize crop yield reduction in subsequent years.
4.	Fences
The County will at the choice of the owner:
		

		

a.	County will replace existing fence with an equivalent or better standard
fence with a minimum standard of four wires with posts at one rod spacing
(160 posts per ½ mile). Landowner may be compensated for fence removal
at a rate of $2,000 per half mile if they chose not to have the fence
replaced.
b.	Pay compensation at the rate of $300 per half mile for any fence that is set
back a minimum of one rod from the property line and is not required to be
moved during road construction.

	Where backsloping is undertaken at the request of an adjoining property owner,
lesser consideration under fencing may be negotiated. The County Commissioner
or designate is authorized to negotiate and approve agreements for the
replacements of trees, loss or relocation of buildings and severance of lands that
may be impacted by road construction.
Schedule A – 2014 Crop Damage Payments
1. Section 1 – Acquisition of Right of Way
a.	For right of way with purchase finalized prior to this crop year as expense for
weed control
			 i. $ 100.00 per acre
b. For right of way with purchase not finalized prior to this crop year:
			 i. Oil Seed/Wheat/Peas
$534.00 per acre
			 ii. Grain (other)		$437.50 per acre
			 iii. Tame Hay or Pasture
$447.85 per acre
			 iv. Seed Potatoes		$5,616.00 per acre
2. Section 2 – Backsloping
a. Oil Seed/Wheat/Peas		$534.00 per acre
b. Grain (other)		$437.50 per acre
c. Tame Hay or Pasture		$447.85 per acre
d. Native Hay or Pasture		$228.15 per acre
e. Summerfallow		$100.00 per acre
f. Brush				$42.25 per acre
Where crop received hail prior to the road construction, the preceding rates are to be
pro-rated between the summerfallow rate, and the respective crop rate based on the
percentage of hail loss.
Note - All prices as based on net returns.
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OP(12) TEXAS GATES – POLICY AND REGULATION
(OCTOBER 13, 2011)

OP(16) ROAD MAINTENANCE – POLICY AND REGULATION
(APRIL 23, 2015)

Lacombe County recognizes that there are circumstances where the use of Texas Gates
may be considered provided public access is not adversely impacted.

Subject to budgetary allocations, Lacombe County will endeavor to provide
maintenance to all roads within the control and jurisdiction of the County, having
regard for the respective road use and character.

1. 	County Commissioner or designate is hereby authorized to approve and make
other determinations with respect to a Texas Gate located on or within a right-ofway.
2. 	The installation of a Texas Gate will only be considered on dead end roads and
where the main use of the road is for access to farm land only.
3. Texas Gates will not be considered on a road that serves a residence.
4. 	A Texas Gate shall be constructed in accordance with the following specifications:
		
		
		
		
		

a. Minimum clear width of twenty (20) feet by six (6) feet
b. 	Constructed with bars of pipe or railroad steel and a base of steel or treated
timber
c. Bars shall not allow an open space of more than four and one half (4.5”) inches
d. Travel distance of the Texas Gate shall be no less than five feet (5’)
e. Designed for a minimum gross vehicle weight of 110,000 pounds

5. 	Plans and specifications for the Texas Gate must be submitted and approved by
the Lacombe County prior to installation.
6. 	A by-pass roadway with a gate, that is suitable to Lacombe County, shall be
provided adjacent to the Texas Gate.
7. 	A “Texas Gate Ahead” sign shall be erected 125 feet preceding the Texas Gate.
A “Livestock at Large” sign shall be erected 50 feet after the gate. Reflectorized
markers shall be installed on each end of the Texas Gate and from both traffic
directions. Such signs and markers will be provided to the applicant at cost. The
applicant is responsible for the erection and maintenance of the sign.
8. 	Written approval from all property owners who use the road as access to their
property must be obtained by the applicant and submitted with the application.
9. 	The owner shall keep the Texas Gate and warning signs in a proper state of repair.
If in the opinion of the County the gate and/or signs are not properly maintained,
the County may take whatever action considered necessary to either repair or
close and remove the Texas Gate, all at the expense of the owner.
10. T he applicant shall be responsible for the entire construction and installation costs
of the said “Texas Gate”, and shall carry liability insurance in the amount of Two
Million ($2,000,000) dollars, that will save harmless and indemnified at all time
Lacombe County, against all claims for damages or other claims which may arise
attributable to the existence and use of the “Texas Gate” on the municipal road.
11. 	The applicant will remove the Texas Gate at their expense if the County
determines that safety, maintenance, or public convenience is compromised or if
the applicant does not adhere to all stipulations of the approval.
12. 	The applicant must enter into an agreement with Lacombe County to govern the
installation, maintenance, continued use and removal of the Texas Gate.
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1. 	Winter Maintenance (Snowploughing)
Order of Priority for Snowploughing – Gravel Roads
2. 	Public Access Roads and Machinery Roads
Ploughing will only be undertaken to an established residence or to transport
agricultural products, provided the road may be opened with a motor grader.
This service will be subject to the availability of equipment.
OP(23) DAMAGE CLAIM PROCEDURE – POLICY AND REGULATION
(JUNE 27, 2013)
Lacombe County recognizes that in the process of providing services to the public,
incidents inadvertently occur which may result in claims for damages against the
County. Such damage may include: ie. damaged glass (sanding or mowing), vehicle
damage (rock or road surface defect or struck by County equipment), crop or property
damage (by County operations).
1. 	Claims against Lacombe County normally be referred to the insurers for
Lacombe County.
2. 	Where claims are below the applicable deductible in the insurance policy or
where in the opinion of Lacombe County it is beneficial to make a settlement
directly with claimant consideration may be given to a direct settlement.
3. 	Claims for compensation resulting from activities of Lacombe County must be
in writing and include two estimates for repair or remedy.
4. The County Commissioner is authorized to settle claims not exceeding $5,000.
5. 	In the event that a claim exceeding $5,000 is not referred to the County’s
insurer the claim may be referred to Council for a decision.
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OP(27) UTILITY AND APPROACH INSPECTIONS – POLICY AND REGULATION
(OCTOBER 13, 2011)
Lacombe County has a responsibility to ensure that the construction of approaches and
other works within or adjacent to a road allowance under its jurisdiction are constructed
in accordance with County standards, specifications, policies and approvals. The
purpose of this policy is to ensure public safety and the protection of the infrastructure.
Verification of compliance with standards, specifications, policies and approvals will
normally be completed through a visual inspection on a fee for services basis.
1. Visual inspections will normally be required for the following activities:
			 a. Installation of approaches
			b. Utility crossings
			 c. Seismic work within rights of way
			 d. Road use agreements
			 e. 	Pipelines and power lines running parallel to a right of way and located
within 30m of right of way
			 f. 	Any works or undertakings within rights of way that are not authorized by
blanket agreements
2. 	Approaches constructed to accommodate agricultural operations and/or first
parcel out subdivisions will require an inspection but are exempt from the
inspection fees.
3. 	The fee structure for inspections shall be established by resolution of Council.
4. 	Unless prior arrangements for credit have been made payment for the inspection
fee must accompany the request for an inspection.
5. 	The inspection fee shall be for a single inspection. If follow up inspections are
required an additional inspection fee may be levied.
6. 	Time permitting the inspections will normally be completed and approvals
processed within 10 (ten) working days of receipt of a request and inspection fee.
7. Inspections will be accomplished in a manner to minimize travel.
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OP(29) APPROACHES – POLICY AND REGULATION
(JUNE 27, 2013)
Approaches located within the road rights of way are under the direction, control and
management of Lacombe County and as such Council retains full discretion over the
installation and/or removal of approaches. In the interest of public safety the County
wishes to limit the number of new accesses and ensure that all approaches meet
approved standards. The County Commissioner or designate is hereby authorized to
approve the installation of new approaches in accordance with the regulations.
1. 	The construction of an approach located within a road right of way requires
the prior approval of Lacombe County. An approval for the construction of
an approach will only be granted where the requested location is considered
practical and safe by the County.
2. 	All approaches shall be constructed in accordance with the standards set out in
the latest edition of the Lacombe County Standards Manual as generally listed
below:
		

a. 	Approaches onto gravel or dirt road must have minimum sightlines of 150
meters in both directions.
			 b. 	Approaches onto paved roads must have minimum sightlines of 200
meters in both directions.
			 c. 	Approaches onto gravel or dirt roads must be a minimum of 150 meters
from an intersection.
			 d. 	Approaches onto paved roads must be a minimum of 200 meters from an
intersection.
			 e. Gradient must be no more than plus or minus 2%.
			 f. 	Minimum culvert size must be 400 mm if access has the potential to
restrict the flow of water. The culvert must be new and installed properly.
			 g. Material for approach must be non-organic.
			 h. Minimum width for residential approach is 6 meters with 4:1 slopes.
			 i. Maximum width for residential approach is 10 meters with 4:1 slopes.
			 j. 	Minimum width for residential shared approaches is 9 meters with 4:1
slopes.
			 k. 	Maximum width for residential shared approaches is 10 meters with 4:1
slopes.
			 l. Minimum width for industrial approach is 11.5 meters with 4:1 slopes.
			 m. Maximum width for industrial approach is 14 meters with 4:1 slopes.
			 n. Approach must have the same surface as the road that it enters onto.
			 o. 	Gravel (100 mm thick) the width of the surface to property line on gravel
roads.
			 p. 	Asphalt approaches must have a structure of 250 GBC and 125 ACP
the width of the surface extending to property line for residential and
oilfield access and 4 meters from the edge of the pavement for all other
accesses. The applicant will provide $5,000.00 security prior to approval
that will be reimbursed upon completion of paving. The applicant will have
12 months from approval date to have the access installed and paved or
the security will be forfeited to the County.
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3. The number of approaches allowed will normally be limited to:
		

a.	A maximum of four approaches on agricultural parcels that are 80 acres in
size or greater with no more than two approaches per parcel permitted on a
township road and no more than two approaches per parcel permitted on a
range road.
			 b. 	A maximum of two approaches on agricultural parcels that are less than
80 acres in size with no more than two approaches per parcel allowed on
a township road and no more than two approaches per parcel allowed on a
range road.
			 c. One approach on industrial lots located in an industrial park.
			 d. One approach on residential lots located in a residential subdivision.
4. 	Where an approach is to be used as part of an access to an oil or gas facility and
where the applicant wishes to have the access road/trail located parallel to a road
allowance approval for an approach will only be considered if the lease area and/
or road/trail is located a minimum of 30 meters from the boundary of the right
of way.
5. 	Where a farm residence or farm yard exists on a parcel of land zoned agriculture
two additional approaches may be considered providing the approaches can
otherwise meet the standards and specifications. In this circumstance four
approaches per parcel will be permitted on a range road or township road.
6. 	Where a farm residence has been subdivided on a parcel of land zoned
agriculture a maximum of two approaches will be permitted.
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7. 	Existing approaches to parcels of land that have been created as a first parcel
out or agricultural subdivision may be allowed to remain provided they meet
all or most of the above criteria and had been installed prior to December 31,
2007.
8. 	The construction of a new approach must be inspected by Lacombe County. A
fee for the inspection of an approach may be levied in accordance with Policy
OP (27).
9. 	Where there is no access to an un-subdivided quarter section of land used for
agricultural or residential purposes, and where there is an existing roadway
adjacent to the land, the County will, upon request by the landowner, construct
one access approach to the land provided that County equipment is available
and in the vicinity.
10. With the exception of a request made under regulation 4 of this policy the
developer, landowner or resident requesting permission to construct an
approach is responsible for all costs related to the construction of the approach
including any gravelling, surfacing or culverts that may be necessary.
11. 	Where a parcel exists adjacent to an internal subdivision road and also borders
on an external grid road, consideration will only be given to a possible additional
access to the internal subdivision road.
12. All requests for access off a Provincial highway must be submitted to Alberta
Transportation for review and approval.
13. If requested, Lacombe County will provide a list of qualified contractors to
conduct the grading and paving work.
14. If a landowner chooses to remove an access, it is to be done at the landowner’s
expense. All reclamation work must be completed to the satisfaction of
Lacombe County.
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OP(31) FENCING ADJACENT TO UNDEVELOPED ROAD ALLOWANCES
POLICY AND REGULATION (SEPTEMBER 7, 2004)
Lacombe County has the direction, control and management of all roads within its
boundaries and recognizes that the primary purpose of roads and rights-of-way is to
provide public access. Council acknowledges that there may be circumstances where
property owners may wish to make an arrangement with respect to the location of
fences adjacent to an undeveloped road allowance for the purpose of grazing livestock.
1. 	Where the owners or occupiers of property adjacent to an undeveloped road
allowance enter into an arrangement with neighbouring property owners for the
location, construction and maintenance of fences to accommodate the grazing
of livestock or other farming practices, Lacombe County will not require the
construction of fences on both sides of the undeveloped road allowance.
2. 	The fencing arrangement between adjacent property owners will only be
recognized in situations where public access will not be adversely impacted.
3. 	Unopened road allowances are generally to be left in their natural state.
4. 	If the adjacent property owners are unable to come to an agreement on fencing
or if there is an objection to the fencing arrangement by the general public,
the adjacent property owners who wish to control livestock will be required to
remove any fencing located on the road allowance and erect a fence on the
property line.
5. 	Lacombe County will not become involved in disputes between neighbours over
the location, construction or maintenance of fences. Residents should contact
the Office of the Farmers’ Advocate of Alberta or refer to the Line Fence Act
and Stray Animals Act for guidance in resolving disputes.
6. 	Lacombe County reserves the right to require adjacent property owners to
remove any fences that may have been placed within the road rights-of-way.
7. 	Lacombe County will not assume responsibility for any costs or losses related to
the construction, maintenance or removal of fences on road rights-of-way.
OP(38) SETBACK FOR LEASE ROADS – POLICY AND REGULATION
(JULY 23, 2009)
Lacombe County has direction, control and management of all roads located within
its boundaries and wishes to minimize maintenance issues and the negative impact
on future road construction programs that may occur as a result of a lease road
being located parallel to municipal road. The County Commissioner or designate is
authorized to enter into Lease Road Relocation Agreements and exercise discretion
pursuant to this policy.
1. 	In order to minimize potential conflicts Lacombe County encourages resource
companies to consult with the County and local landowner prior to the final
selection of a well site to discuss the suitability of the site in relation to the
impact that the proposed location may have on farming practices, road
maintenance, traffic safety and the approach onto municipal roads.
2. 	Preference will be given to requests for access to resource facilities where the
lease road is perpendicular to the municipal road and the loss of farm land is
minimized.
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3. 	Access onto a municipal road from a constructed lease road that is parallel to the
municipal road will not be considered if the access road to the facility could be served
by a perpendicular alignment that will not unduly interfere with farming operation of
the landowner.
4. 	Access on to a municipal road from a constructed lease road that is parallel to the
municipal road will only be considered if the lease road is located a minimum of 30
meters from the boundary of the municipal right of way.
5. 	Access onto a municipal road from a low impact (not constructed) lease road that is
parallel to the municipal may be considered if there is no other reasonable alternative
available and where the owner of the low impact lease road enters into an agreement
with Lacombe County to relocate the road at their expense if and when required to
do so to alleviate maintenance concerns or accommodate future road construction.
6. 	The administration of this policy will be done in conjunction with Policy OP (29)
Approaches. If the location of a lease road does not comply with this policy an
approval will not be granted for an approach or access to the municipal road.
OP(40) BRUSHING PROGRAM – POLICY AND REGULATION
(JUNE 27, 2013)
Lacombe County recognizes the need to remove trees and other vegetation on road
allowances and adjacent properties to accommodate public safety, road maintenance and
movement of vehicles and equipment. Subject to budget allocation Lacombe County will
establish and maintain a brushing program that takes into consideration the long-term
transportations needs as well as smaller emergent projects that can be completed in a
relatively short time period.
1. 	Lacombe County will maintain a two year listing of brushing projects in accordance
with the criteria outlined in this policy.
2. 	The annual brushing program will normally be comprised of 95% of projects that are
classified as long-term transportation needs and 5% emergent projects.
3. 	Brushing projects are defined as areas that will normally utilize a crawler tractor,
excavator and a full crew, have a minimum length of ½ mile and would require a
minimum of one week of uninterrupted brushing to complete. Secondly the program
can include selective brushing of small areas including intersections and rail line
crossings
4. 	Generally the brushing will occur in the off season for the construction crew and
normally run from December to March, depending on favorable weather. Brushing
projects may be undertaken at any time of year if the equipment and crews are
available due to delays on other maintenance or construction projects.
5. 	Priorities for the two year brushing program is to be based on the greatest need and
most benefit using the following criteria:
			a.
			 b.
			 c.
			 d.
			 e.
			 f.
			 g.
			 h.
			 i.

Public safety
Compliance with road construction program
Road maintenance concerns
Reserve maintenance requirements
Cost of brushing project
Traffic volumes and type of traffic
General condition of existing road
Number of benefiting residents – agreement from adjacent landowners
Facilitating the movement of equipment
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6. 	Smaller projects designed to improve sightlines at intersections and rail
line crossings will also be undertaken using the appropriate equipment and
manpower.
7. 	Council will be able to review the brushing program list once it is prepared.
8. 	The County Commissioner or designate, in consultation with Councilors,
ratepayers, and staff shall prepare a listing of proposed brushing projects and the
list shall be completed yearly.
9. 	Generally brushing on private land will not be undertaken, but if deemed
appropriate, the written approval of the landowner and the County
Commissioner or designate is required.
10. T he County Commissioner or designate will review the proposed projects,
complete an evaluation based on the above criteria and finalize the schedule.
11. 	Projects that are currently on the brushing schedule will normally be given a
higher priority and completed prior to any new projects.
12. When developing the brushing program schedule the County Commissioner
or designate will endeavor to coordinate projects so as to minimize the costs of
moving equipment. Where possible the minimum length of long-term brushing
projects will be ½ mile.
13. Disposal of the brush will be accomplished using the best environmental
practices available. Currently recognized disposal methods are:
			
			
			

a. 	Burning of piles is acceptable where the tree dimensions or quantity of
trees is too large for the chipper to handle in a financial viable manner.
b. Using a wood chipper is acceptable where it is financial viable.
c. 	 Chain saws and cutting the wood in appropriate lengths for County use is
another acceptable method of disposal.

14. County Commissioner or designate may allow ratepayers access to wood piles
if it deemed appropriate for the site and the County has no specific use for the
wood.
15. Where possible, efforts will be made to coordinate with the County Agriculture
department to provide chemical spraying to prevent re-growth of areas that
have been brushed out to improve sightlines at intersections and rail line
crossings
16. The
 County will make every reasonable attempt to remove tree stumps when
the equipment is available and the weather is conducive to the work
17. The
 County will make every reasonable attempt to remove residue of burn piles
when the equipment is available and the weather is conducive to that type of
work with a goal of having the project cleaned up within one year of the pile
being burned
18. The County Commissioner or designate may allow ratepayers to undertake
selective brushing on the road allowance if the proposal is deemed to be of value
to the general public and the site is left in a condition acceptable to the County.
19. If
 approved, the landowner shall enter into an agreement with the County.
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OP(41) CULVERTS-MANURE MANAGEMENT
POLICY AND REGULATION
(JUNE 27, 2013)
Lacombe County recognizes the need to facilitate the effective management of
manure using the dragline method. Lacombe County will consider the placement
of culverts in selective roads to accommodate drag lines and allow producers the
opportunity to reduce the amount of road damage and improve safety by placing
delivery lines through the road structure which in turn will allow for less truck and
tractor traffic on the road system. Lacombe County will consider requests for the
installation culverts to accommodate drag lines subject to budget allocations and other
priority maintenance requirements.
1. 	Culverts currently installed in the road shall be used where possible. New
culverts will be required for the installation once the location is approved.
2. 	The culverts installed for manure management shall be placed as not to affect
natural drainage patterns or to facilitate the drainage of water from one
property to an adjoining property.
3. Lacombe County at its own discretion may remove the culvert(s) at any time.
4. 	Lacombe County may limit the number of culvert locations that any one
producer may be allowed.
5. 	The producer shall submit a written request to Lacombe County with the legal
land location and size of culvert being requested. Lacombe County will need a
minimum of 30 days notice prior to the culvert being required.
6. 	The landowner shall meet with the Lacombe County representative at a
mutually agreeable time to review the request and agree on the location of the
culvert.
7. 	If approved, the landowner shall enter into an agreement with the County, prior
to the work taking place.
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8. 	The producer will be responsible for the cost of the materials and pay the
County for the materials prior to the installation.
9. 	The producers will install the delivery line 24 hour prior to the work taking
place and remove the line from the road allowance immediately after the work
is accomplished. The line must be removed from the road allowance within a
maximum of seven (7) days after the pumping operation is completed.
10. T he producer shall not impede access to land with the delivery line or any other
associated equipment during the pumping operation.
11. 	The delivery line shall be installed and removed in day light hours.
12. The
 delivery line and associated equipment must not impede the general
maintenance operations of Lacombe County which includes but is not limited to
grass cutting, weed control, brushing, or drainage works.
13. Professional

manufactured signs must be installed prior to the placement and
removal of the delivery line to warn the traffic of the operation. Two signs placed
on either side of the works shall be installed. The signs shall be installed 200 m
to 300 m back from each end of the works and spaced a minimum of 100 m
apart. Signs must be removed once the delivery line is installed and/or removed.
The signs must be:
		
			 i. 60 cm X 60 cm (24” X 24”)
			 ii. Black lettering on orange background
			 iii. Two - Construction Ahead
			 iv. Two - Slow to 50 Km/h.
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14. L acombe County will not be liable for any damages associated with the
installation, removal, or operation of the delivery line or drag line.
15. The
 producer shall be financially responsible for all damages to the road
allowance caused by the installation of the delivery line. The County will
determine the extent of the damages and invoice the producer based on the
cost of the repairs using County equipment and manpower rates.
16. Normally culvert installations will not be considered under paved surfaces.
If there is no other alternative Lacombe County will consider allowing for
the installation of a culvert under paved surfaces using a boring method of
installation with the producer paying for both the cost of the culvert and the
installation of the culvert.
17. 	Consent from other landowners may be required if the producer does not own
the land adjacent to the proposed culvert location.
18. All applicable Municipal, Provincial and Federal legislation shall apply to the
manure management project.
19. The County Commissioner or designate is authorized to approve the request for
culverts pursuant to this policy.
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WEEDS, PESTS AND DISEASE MANAGEMENT

GOAL

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

Agricultural lands and agricultural production are protected
from the negative impacts of weeds, pests and disease.

Agricultural Service Board Act – Government of Alberta
This Act sets out the framework for the establishment of Agricultural Services Board
(ASB) by the council of a municipal district or specialised municipality. ASB activities
include: providing for weed and pest control; soil and water conservation; assisting
in the control of animal diseases, encouraging sustainable agriculture to improve the
economic viability of producers; and promoting agricultural policies that meet the
needs of the municipality. The Minister may enter into agreements with ASBs in order
to provide funding for the mentioned activities. Advisory committees may also be
established for these purposes and agricultural fieldmen may be appointed in order to
help carry out operational functions.

OBJECTIVES
•	Ensure strong policies are in place to support the control of regulated
weeds, pests and disease impacting agriculture.
•	Develop and implement responsive weed, pest and disease control and
enforcement programs.

MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENTS INVOLVED
• Environmental and Protective Services
• Administration

MUNICIPAL PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES
• Weed Identification and Inspection Program
• Sprayer Rental Program
• River Weed Control Program
•	Pest Control Program – the County sells 2% Liquid Strychnine
for the control of Richardson Ground Squirrels and loans out skunk traps
•	Pest Surveys – the County assists the Provincial and Federal Governments
annually by conducting pest and disease surveys (e.g. grasshoppers, bertha
armyworms, lygus bugs, Fusarium), and assisting with the Provincial Crop Report
•	Alternative Land Use Services Program
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Agricultural Pests Act and Regulations – Government of Alberta
This Act provides authority for the Minister to declare as a pest or nuisance any animal,
bird, insect, plant or disease is destroying or harming or is likely to destroy or harm
any land, livestock or property in all or part of Alberta. The legislation enables local
authorities and inspectors to deal with native and introduced pests and nuisances which
affect agricultural production.
Soil Conservation Act – Government of Alberta
This Act imposes a duty upon every landholder to take appropriate measures to
prevent soil loss or deterioration or to mitigate the same where it has occurred.
Weed Control Act and Regulations – Government of Alberta
This Act aims to regulate noxious weeds, prohibited noxious weeds, and weed seeds
through various control measures, such as inspection and enforcement, together
with provisions for recovery of expenses in cases of non-compliance. Additionally, it
mandates the licensing of seed cleaning plants and mechanisms.
Lacombe County Integrated Vegetation Management Plan
Forthcoming
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AGRICULTURE-RELATED MUNICIPAL POLICIES
AG(2) WEED AND BRUSH CONTROL
POLICY AND GUIDELINES/PROCEDURES
(JUNE 27, 2013)
Lacombe County recognizes a responsibility to control weeds and brush on road
right-of-ways as well as on County owned property. Responsibility for weed control
is legislated under Alberta’s Weed Control Act Weed control will be carried out to
prevent the establishment of restricted weeds and to prevent and control the spread
of noxious weeds. Nuisance weeds may also be controlled. Brush species will be
controlled to enhance public safety on roads and protect the integrity of the road
surface. In carrying out control of weeds and brush, Lacombe County will employ an
Integrated Vegetation Management approach. This approach will employ methods of
vegetation control that are effective and provide for a minimum amount of impact on
the surrounding environment.

1. 	Strategies for Control
The following strategies may be employed for the control of weeds and brush:
			
			
			

2. 	Scope of Program
This work will be carried out on the following lands as determined by the County
Commissioner, or designate:
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a. All County owned properties;
b. All County controlled road right-of-ways; and
c. 	On provincial road right-of-ways when directed by agreement with the
Government of Alberta.

3. Herbicide Application Operations
			 a. 	All herbicide applications are to be carried out in a safe and responsible
manner and only when weather conditions are favorable.
			 b. 	Water used with the herbicides will only be obtained from safe sources such as
municipal water systems.
			 c. 	At least one operator per sprayer unit shall be licensed and the operator shall
record all the necessary information required by Alberta Environment and
Sustainable Resource Development and the County.
			 d. 	Personal safety equipment such as respirators, extra cartridges, aprons, potable
water, rubber gloves, etc. must be available on each spray unit for the operator’s
use.
			 e. 	The following areas are not to be sprayed:
			
				 i. 	Sixty-one (61) metres (200 ft.) on either side of a farmstead or
a residence on both sides of the road allowance. This area is the
responsibility of the respective landowner or person in possession
					 of the land.
				 ii. 	 Alongside planted shelterbelts if the wind direction is not favorable.
				 iii. 	 Alongside sensitive crops such as canola, potatoes, alfalfa, clover, peas, etc.
				 iv. Alongside greenhouse operations, tree nurseries and gardens.
				 v. Beyond the property line of the road allowance.
				 vi. 	Areas designated as “No Spray” Zones pursuant to
County Policy AG(7).
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a. Application of registered herbicides;
b. Mowing or hand cutting; and
c. A combination of mowing and herbicide applications.

f. 	All herbicide applications will be carried out in accordance with label
recommendations.
g. 	In addition to the requirements of this policy all herbicide applications will
be conducted in accordance with the guidelines set out by the Industrial
Vegetation Management Association of Alberta (IVMAA).
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4. Mowing Operations
			 a. Mowing operations will be conducted in accordance with IVMAA guidelines.
			 b. 	 Operators shall at all times consider road traffic when conducting mowing
operation.
			 c. 	Mowing units will be equipped with beacons and flashing lights and shall be
operating at all times when mowers are cutting.
			 d.	When mowers are used to cut brush species the maximum caliper diameter of
the brush should not exceed 4” (10 cm).
			 e. 	 Mowing will only be carried out during daylight hours and not during foggy
weather.
			 f. 	Mower operators will be trained to recognize Scentless chamomile. Scentless
chamomile in the blooming stage will be hand-picked and bagged when
discovered.
AG(3) SPRAYER RENTAL PROGRAM
POLICY AND GUIDELINES/PROCEDURES
(JUNE 27, 2013)
Lacombe County supports the control of prohibited noxious and noxious weeds on
private property. Accordingly, the County will provide its residents, on a rental basis,
slide-in sprayers for the purpose of controlling weeds on private property.
1. Rental Equipment
			 a. One - 200 gallon slide-in sprayer;
			 b. One - 150 gallon slide-in sprayer; and
			 c. Two – 400 gallon pull-type pasture sprayers.
2. Rental Fees
			 a. 	Rental fees outlined in Lacombe County Policy AD(7) Fees and Charges
Schedule 2 – Agricultural Services.
3. Program
			 a. A minimum one-day (24 hours) rental period will apply.
			 b. Rental over a weekend shall be deemed a 2-day rental.
			 c. The units must be returned full of fuel and with a clean tank.
			 d. 	Renters are required to provide a cheque to Lacombe County for the
damage deposit. The damage deposit will be applied to cover any damages
caused to the unit by the renter, to clean the tank at a flat rate of $50 or
fill up the fuel tank.
			 e. Instructions for use will be provided to each renter.

40

2016 L ACOMBE COUNT Y AGRICULTURAL GUIDE

AG(4) COYOTE CONTROL DEVICES AND CHEMICALS
POLICY AND GUIDELINES/PROCEDURES
(JUNE 27, 2013)
The Agricultural Pests Act and Regulation names the coyote as a nuisance animal
in Alberta and authorizes the use of restricted devices and chemicals to control this
nuisance. The provincial government has developed a coyote predation management
program (CPMP), which is to be administered by Alberta’s Agricultural Service
Boards (ASB). Accordingly, Lacombe County will assist producers with coyote control
pursuant to this policy and in accordance with the provincial coyote control legislation
and the CPMP.
1. 	Producers may receive restricted devices or chemicals from the County for the
purpose of controlling coyotes, subject to the following:
			
			
			

a. They have had confirmed losses of cattle, sheep or poultry,
b. They have had a history of livestock, sheep and poultry losses, or
c. 	 They have witnessed coyotes harassing livestock, sheep and poultry
on their property.

2. 	Predation on pets and unconfirmed kills shall not justify the issuance of
restricted devices and chemicals.
3. 	Producers experiencing repeated coyote predation kills that have poor facilities
and practice undesirable management skills may be refused the issuance
of restricted devices and chemicals upon the sole discretion of the County
Commissioner, or designate.
4. 	Restricted devices and chemicals shall not be issued for monetary purposes such
as killing coyotes for fur pelts.
5. 	Producers may be issued the below noted control devices and chemicals during
the following time-frames provided that they have had sufficient training in the
use of such devices and chemicals:

Device
Snares
Sodium Monofluoracetate (Compound 1080 Tablets)
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Number
3
6

Time Frame
Year round
Year round
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AG(5) BEAVER FLOOD CONTROL
POLICY AND GUIDELINES/PROCEDURES
(JUNE 27, 2013)
Recognizing that beaver activity can negatively impact municipal infrastructure,
Lacombe County will undertake beaver control when such activity has, or may have, a
detrimental effect on County roads and associated drainage works.
1. 	Trapping and shooting of beavers, removal and blasting of beaver dams and
unplugging of road culverts and bridges shall take place on County road rightof-ways as determined by the County Commissioner or designate.
2. 	If a County road is negatively impacted due to beaver activity on private land,
the County will undertake beaver control on such land only if written permission
to do so is provided by the land owner or the person in possession of the land.
3. 	The transportation, handling and use of explosives by County personnel when
undertaking beaver control shall comply with all government regulations and
County safety policies.
4. 	All undertakings to control beavers will be in accordance with Alberta trapping
regulations.
AG(6) VIRULENT BLACKLEG OF CANOLA – POLICY AND GUIDELINES/
PROCEDURES (JUNE 27, 2013)
Due to the significant damage that Virulent Black Leg inflicts on canola, resulting in
major crop yield reductions, the Lacombe County Agricultural Service Board supports
actions to control and eliminate Virulent Black Leg, which is considered a pest under
Alberta’s Agricultural Pests Act.
1. 	Positive identification of virulent black leg shall normally be obtained by a
laboratory test, or any other means approved by the County Commissioner, or
designate.
2. 	A “Notice to Control Pests” shall be issued pursuant to the Agricultural Pests
Act, by the County Commissioner, or designate, to any landowner or tenant
of land infested with virulent black leg. The notice shall contain the conditions
noted in Appendix 1 below.
3. 	All owners and tenants of land surrounding the virulent black leg infested land
shall be notified of the pest and encouraged not to plant canola on adjoining
lands for a period of three years.

AG(7) “NO SPRAY” REQUESTS – POLICY AND GUIDELINES/PROCEDURES
(JUNE 27, 2013)
Lacombe County recognizes that some landowners/tenants may not be in favour of the County
using herbicide to control vegetation (weeds and brush) on County roads, trails and rightof-ways adjacent to their property. Accordingly, to accommodate these landowners/tenants
Lacombe County may agree to allow them to carry-out vegetation control on County roads,
trails and right-of-ways adjacent to their property.
1.	The County will provide notice through local newspapers, the County News and the
County website of its intent to carry-out vegetation control on roads, trails and rightof-ways prior to the spray season. The notices will make reference to a “No Spray”
request form.
2.	Landowners/tenants wishing to request that the County not use herbicides for vegetation control adjacent to their land must complete and submit a “No Spray” request form
to the County’s Agricultural Fieldman prior to April 1st of the “No Spray” year. “No
Spray” requests can be made for a one-year or three-year period.
3.	Should the County agree to the “No Spray” request, the landowner/tenant shall be
responsible for controlling all noxious and restricted weeds designated under the Weed
Control Act, prior to July 15th of each year of the “No Spray” agreement, or as otherwise deemed necessary by the County Commissioner, or designate.
4.	In the event that the landowner/tenant does not control all noxious and restricted weeds
pursuant to Section 3 of this policy, the County will carry-out the control by any means
necessary.
5.	All “No Spray” agreements shall be automatically terminated if control of the noxious
and restricted weeds by the landowner/tenant is not carried out to the satisfaction of
the County Commissioner, or designate.
6.	The County reserves the right to cancel any “No Spray” agreement at any time and
carry-out weed control as deemed necessary.
7.	The County will, to the best of its ability, avoid applying herbicides to any land that has
a current “No Spray” agreement in effect, provided that all requirements of this policy
are met by the landowner/tenant to the satisfaction of the County Commissioner, or
designate. Notwithstanding, the County will not guarantee that no herbicides will be
applied to any of its roads, trails and right-of-ways.

Appendix 1 Black Leg Control on Infested Land
1.	Bury canola residue (stubble, straw) in the fall, or just prior to planting a noncanola crop in early spring if soil erosion is a problem on the land.
2.	In the three seasons immediately following the issuance of this Notice, to avoid
bringing any infected canola residue to the surface, shallow tillage or direct
seeding of non-host crops shall be used.
3.	Black leg infested land must be kept in non-host crops such as cereal, grass,
alfalfa, clover or peas for three years immediately following the issuance of this
Notice.
4.	The non-host crop planted on known infested land must be kept free of any wild
mustard or volunteer canola.
5.	Seed harvested from infested crops shall be prohibited for use as seed and shall
be sold for crushing or export only.
42
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AG(8) WEED NOTICE WORK – POLICY AND GUIDELINES/PROCEDURES
(JUNE 23, 2011)

AG(10) MAINTENANCE OF LAND RECLAMATION AND DRAINAGE
PROJECTS – POLICY AND GUIDELINES/PROCEDURES (JUNE 23, 2011)

In recognition of the severe problems caused by prohibited noxious and noxious weeds,
Lacombe County will implement a weed control program in accordance with the Weed
Control Act which will include the issuance of a Notice to Remedy Weed Problem
(Weed Notice), and subsequent control actions in situations where Weed Notices are
not complied with.

Lacombe County recognizes that it has an obligation to administer maintenance funds
collected for the following land reclamation and drainage project agreements that were
completed under the Alberta Environment Water Management and Erosion Program:

1.	Where a landowner/tenant has been issued a Weed Notice and fails to comply
with such notice the County shall:
		
		

a.	hire a private contractor to carry-out the actions required pursuant to the
Weed Notice, and charge the full invoice for such work to the landowner/
tenant, or
b.	if a private contractor is unable to complete the actions required under
the Weed Notice in a timely fashion, as determined by the County
Commissioner, or his designate, the County shall use its own equipment and
personnel to complete such actions and charge the landowner/tenant for the
work in accordance with the rates outlined in County Policy AD(7) Fees and
Charges.

AG(9) SKUNK TRAPS – POLICY AND GUIDELINES/PROCEDURES
(JUNE 23, 2011)

•
•
•
•

Rainy Creek Water Management Project
Evarts West Water Management Project
Bradley Water Management Project
Andrew Water Management Project

1.	When project members determine there is a need for maintenance they shall contact the
County’s Agricultural Fieldman, by letter.
2.	The Agricultural Fieldman shall inspect the drainage project and review the issues outlined in
the letter.
3.	The Agricultural Fieldman shall convene a meeting of the members of the respective projects.
4.	Decisions regarding project maintenance and the level of maintenance funds must be made in
accordance with the respective project agreements.
5.	Lacombe County may appoint its Agricultural Fieldman to supervise project maintenance
activities.
6.	Lacombe County’s contribution to project maintenance shall be at the discretion of Council
and shall only be considered when such maintenance is determined to improve existing
municipal infrastructure.

To assist in dealing with problem skunks Lacombe County will provide County
ratepayers and residents with skunk traps.
1.	Skunk traps are to be used for the purpose of trapping and removing problem
skunks and not for commercial trapping.
2. Skunk trap requests are to be made through the County office.
3.	Ratepayers/residents are responsible for picking up/retuning skunk traps to the
County shop.
4. Traps must be returned within two weeks from the date of pick-up.
5.	Prior to picking up skunk traps ratepayers/residents are required to post a
deposit in an amount as outlined in County Policy AD(7) Fees and Charges.
6. The damage deposit will be retained by the County if:
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a. The trap is not returned within the two weeks from the date of pick-up, or
b. The trap is returned damaged.
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AG(11) CLUBROOT OF CANOLA – POLICY AND GUIDELINES/PROCEDURES
(APRIL 28, 2016)

AG(12) WEED SPRAYING SERVICES – POLICY AND GUIDELINES/
PROCEDURES (JUNE 27, 2013)

Lacombe County recognizes that Clubroot of Canola is a serious problem and supports
actions to control the spread of this disease, which is considered a pest under Alberta’s
Agricultural Pests Act. Lacombe County recognizes the importance of canola as an
economic crop for grain and oilseed producers and is aware of the implications that clubroot
of canola has on County landowners.

Landowners are responsible for weed control pursuant to the Alberta Weed Control Act.
Weed control is carried out to prevent the establishment of prohibited noxious weeds and
to prevent and control the spread of noxious weeds, protecting farmland as well as native
ecological systems. Lacombe County recognizes that weeds listed under Alberta’s Weed
Control Act, typically are hard to control species requiring specialized equipment, registered
herbicides, and certified applicators.

1.	Clubroot inspections will be conducted by the Agricultural Fieldman or by Inspectors
appointed by the County.
2. The minimum annual inspection level shall be:
		
		
		

a. One field per township randomly selected,
b. Fields with confirmed presence of clubroot of canola,
c. Fields showing symptoms of clubroot of canola.

3.	Inspectors will follow procedures established by the County with respect to
proper sampling techniques and protocols for entering upon land.
4.	Positive identification of clubroot of canola shall be confirmed by certified laboratory
testing.
5.	When land is confirmed positive for clubroot of canola a “Notice to Control Pests”
shall be issued pursuant to the Agricultural Pests Act, by the County Commissioner,
or designate, to any landowner or tenant of land infested with clubroot of canola.
6. The “Notice to Control Pests” may include any or all of the following conditions:
		
		

		
		

		

a.	The growing of canola, mustard and cruciferous crops shall be prohibited for
a period of two years,
b.	If clubroot is discovered in an area less than 40 acres in size, the restriction for
growing canola, mustard and cruciferous crops may be limited to one legal sub
division (LSD); this area could be further reduced if the landowner/tenant enters
into a Management Plan drafted and agreed upon by both the landowner/tenant
and Agricultural Fieldman,
c.	If clubroot is found in the field in an area over 40 acres in size, the restriction for
growing canola, mustard and cruciferous crops will pertain to the entire field,
d.	After two years the following canola crop must be a registered a clubroot
resistant variety of canola, and the landowner/tenant must notify the Agricultural
Fieldman,
in writing, of his intent to grow a clubroot resistant canola variety,
e.	The landowner/tenant disturbing the soil shall be responsible for following best
management guidelines set out by the Alberta Clubroot Management Plan to
reduce the spread of disease through the movement of soil and equipment.

1.	Lacombe County will, subject to budget allocations, identify, purchase and maintain
specialized herbicide application equipment, capable of providing weed control in
range and pasture lands, County reserve lands, and non-crop areas.
2.	Request for spraying services will be prioritized by County Commissioner, or
designate in the following order:
		
		
		
		

a. Weed Notice Enforcement
b. County Reserve Lands
c. Lacombe County residents request for spraying services
d.	Nonresidents – request for services by cities, towns, villages, and other
government agencies.

3.	Fees for service as outlined in County Policy AD(7) Fees and Charges Schedule 2 will
apply.
Herbicide Application Operations:
1.	All herbicide applications are to be carried out in a safe and responsible manner and
only when weather conditions are favorable.
2.	Sprayer operator shall be licensed and the operator shall record all the necessary
information required by Alberta Environment and Sustainable Resource
Development and the County.
3.	Safety equipment such as respirators, extra cartridges, aprons, potable water, rubber
gloves, etc. must be available on spray unit for the operators’ use.
4.	All herbicide applications will be carried out in accordance with label
recommendations.

7.	Prohibited crops grown within a two year period will be destroyed using any
appropriate means. Landowner or occupant will not be compensated for loss of crop.
8.	All owners and tenants of land surrounding the lands infested with clubroot of canola
shall be notified of the pest.

46
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AG(13) ALTERNATIVE LAND USE SERVICES PROGRAM – POLICY AND
GUIDELINES/PROCEDURES (AUGUST 11, 2016)
Lacombe County recognizes the value that the Agriculture Industry has on the economic,
social, and historical fabric of Lacombe County. Lacombe County recognizes that
agricultural activities have an impact on land and water resources and wishes to promote
sustainable agriculture practices insuring the agricultural industry remains viable for future
generations. Lacombe County recognizes that agriculture producers within the County
are interested in receiving financial compensation for implementing best management
practices which enhance and maintain ecosystem services. Lacombe County endorses the
Alternative Land Use Services (ALUS) model as an appropriate means for providing financial
compensation to agriculture producers for providing ecosystem services on their lands.
1.	Lacombe County will enter into agreement with Alternative Land Use Services
(ALUS) to deliver an extension program which benefits agricultural producers by
providing financial compensation for making beneficial practice changes which are
recognized as delivering ecosystem services.
2.	The ALUS program will be completely voluntary and will be made available to
agriculture producers who express interest in entering into a partnership in the
program.
3.	Lacombe County will administer the program on behalf of ALUS within Lacombe
County borders.
4.	Lacombe County will establish a Partnership Advisory Committee (PAC) which will
be responsible for determining the ALUS Program priorities and procedures and
negotiating partnership agreements with agriculture producers.
5.	The composition of the PAC in conjunction with ALUS principals shall be comprised
of at least fifty percent (50%) area agriculture producers.
6. The composition of the PAC shall include:
		
		 a. 4 – active agriculture producers from within Lacombe County
		 b. 1 – County Councillor
7.	Lacombe County will establish a Technical Committee to assist the PAC in setting
priorities and administering the deliverables of the ALUS Program.
8. The composition of the Technical Committee will include:
		

a.	Agricultural Fieldman – responsible for the overall administration of the ALUS
Program
		b. Environmental Coordinator
		 c. Assistant Agricultural Fieldman
		 d. Invited members of external organizations

48
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AD(7) DEPARTMENTAL FEES AND CHARGES
SCHEDULE 2 – AGRICULTURAL SERVICES (DECEMBER 10, 2015)
Rental Equipment AG(3) and AG(9)
Description
Slide-in Sprayer
Pull Type Pasture Sprayer
Skunk Trap

Charge
$50 per day
$50 per day
N/C

Deposit
$100
$200
$75

Tree Shelterbelt Program – AG(1)
Description
Freight
Tree planter (crew of two)
Farmstead planting
Reduced charges when only one County
employee used
Road construction projects

Charge
$2 per bundle
$30 per hour
$45 per hour
$10 per hour reduction
N/C

Weed Notice Work – AG(8)
The rates below shall be charged for the period commencing
from when the equipment leaves the County shop until it
returns.
Description
Charge
Quad and operator
$60 per hour, plus mileage
1-ton spray truck and operator
$100 per hour, plus mileage
Slide-in sprayer and operator
$60 per hour, plus mileage
Backpack sprayer and operator
$50 per hour, plus mileage
Tracked vehicle and operator
$110 per hour, plus mileage
Rental Equipment AG(3) and AG(9)
Description
County Residents
Non-County Residents

Charge
$10 per acre
$110 per hour, plus mileage
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WATER AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
• Lacombe County Environmental Management Plan – 2014-2016
• Environmental Improvement Grant Funding Guidelines
• Agricultural Operation Practices Acts and Regulations – Government of Alberta
AGRICULTURE-RELATED MUNICIPAL POLICIES
RC(8) RECREATION AND CULTURE – USE AND MANAGEMENT
OF COUNTY RESERVE LANDS (DECEMBER 5, 2006)

GOAL
The rural landscape and character of Lacombe County is protected, and
environmentally sensitive and scenic natural areas (e.g. river valleys,
lakeshores, ecologically unique areas) are preserved. 6
OBJECTIVES
•	Encourage the practice of agriculture in an environmentally responsible manner.
•	Acknowledge the value of land and associated natural capital and establish
appropriate land use policies to preserve and enhance these assets.
•	Support the use of voluntary market-based instruments for ecosystem
(natural capital) services.
•	Organize and implement soil and water conservation programs.
•	Ensure drainage and related servicing and infrastructure supports agricultural
viability but does not negatively impact downstream neighbours or adversely
impact municipal infrastructure.

RC(8) 2.2.6 Environmental Reserve (ER) lands will not be leased for
agricultural purposes.
SW(2) DISPOSAL OF TOXIC SUBSTANCES (MARCH 11, 2004)
Lacombe County recognizes the need for the proper collection and disposal
of household and agricultural toxic substances and supports Toxic Round Up
and other similar programs.
3.	County residents are to be notified of the opportunity to participate
in the Toxic Round Up programs through an ad in the County News.

MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENTS INVOLVED
• Environmental and Protective Services
• Operations
• Sanitation and Waste
MUNICIPAL PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES
• Environmental Improvement Grant

6
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Adapted from Guiding Principles: Lacombe County Municipal Development Plan – Updated March 2014
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MUNICIPAL RELATIONS

COMMUNICATIONS

GOAL

GOAL

Lacombe County’s municipal neighbours have a greater
awareness and understanding of the importance of agriculture
to the County.

Lacombe County develops and delivers coordinated and
relevant organizational communications that engage and
support the agriculture industry.

OBJECTIVES

OBJECTIVES

•	Strong and functional inter-municipal relationships with
urban and rural municipal neighbours contribute to greater
understanding of agriculture-related issues.
•	Ensure neighbouring municipalities are aware of and
understand the nature of agricultural activities and related land
uses that take place in Lacombe County.

•	Meet regularly and build relationships with the agriculture community and other stakeholders.
•	Interact with Lacombe County’s MLAs and MP at the preliminary stages of an issue.
•	Provide the agriculture community with opportunities to contribute its perspective on issues
of importance.
•	Engage the agricultural community in a process that helps them better understand what
municipal programs and policies are in place, and why and how they benefit agriculture.
•	Ensure Lacombe County residents have a greater understanding and awareness of agricultural
activities and land uses.
•	Celebrate the successes, milestones and achievements of agriculture in Lacombe County.

MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENTS INVOLVED
• Corporate Services
• Environmental and Protective Services

MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENTS INVOLVED
• Corporate Services
• Environmental and Protective Services
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
• Lacombe County Strategic Plan 2015-2017 – Core Strategy 1: Communications
MUNICIPAL PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES
•	Advocate at the provincial and federal levels of government for agriculture plastics
legislation and recycling options. 7
• Publish and distribute regular issues of The County News.
• Maintain and regularly update the County website www.lacombecounty.com
7
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Lacombe County Strategic Plan 2015-2017

2016 L ACOMBE COUNT Y AGRICULTURAL GUIDE

53

DEVELOPMENT AND LAND USE

RECOMMENDATIONS
FOR FUTURE ACTIONS

This Agricultural Guide outlines the policies, programs and supports that
Lacombe County has in place or uses to guide, assess, support and develop
agriculture opportunities within the municipality.
Through the process of developing this document, additional opportunities
and suggestions have arisen and/or been suggested that would help inform
the development of future policy and program efforts. These recommendations
are provided here for consideration for possible future action to support
agriculture in each of the priority areas. With each review of the Guide,
any new recommendations which arise should be included in this section.

54
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•	Published in July 2014 by the Government of Alberta, the “Efficient Use of Land
Implementation Tools Compendium2” is a valuable resource for land-use planners,
land users and decision makers involved in land management planning and
decision-making on public and private land. The Compendium sets out a series
of tools and best practices that can be utilized by Lacombe County to help
develop effective policies and implement efficient land use strategies.
•	Proposed new development (residential, commercial, industrial) should be
context sensitive and endeavor to minimize the amount of prime land taken out of
agricultural production.
•	Establish agricultural protection districts with restrictions on the subdivision of
agricultural land in these districts.
• Concentrate development zones on marginal farmland areas.
•	Clearly outline the circumstances under which prime agricultural land can be taken
out of agricultural production for development purposes (e.g. land locked pieces
that may not contribute to efficient farming, areas bounded by highways, etc.).
•	Establish agricultural ‘hubs’ with complementary uses that showcase the County’s
commitment to agriculture and sustainable development.
•	Pursue opportunities to attract complementary and unique uses to these hubs
(e.g. agricultural business incubator program for recruiting and training new
farmers, private industry agricultural research facilities that would complement
research conducted at existing government research facilities, etc.).

INFRASTRUCTURE
•	Identify agricultural priority roads and bridges, which are built, inspected, repaired
and maintained to a level of service supporting safe and timely movement of
agricultural equipment and products.
•	Some much-needed upgrades are required now (e.g. wider, stronger bridges and
higher capacity roads, larger culverts, etc.) to accommodate larger agricultural
equipment and increasing traffic volumes.
•	Enforce the policies that protect County infrastructure and promote safety and
responsibility on County roads.
•	Work with landowners to allow drainage, as required, in a responsible manner that
does not negatively affect downstream neighbours or adversely impact municipal
infrastructure.
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WEEDS, PESTS AND DISEASE MANAGEMENT

MUNICIPAL RELATIONS

•	Increased awareness efforts (using the County’s various communications tools)
should endeavor to not just describe what agricultural programs and services are
available but also what is accomplished through each of the program areas every
year (e.g. number of properties inspected for weeds, number of acres of weed control conducted on County-owned or controlled land, number of clubroot inspections conducted, outcomes of various information meetings and workshops, etc.).

•	Look for opportunities to build and grow relationships within the inter-municipal
development areas that foster increased awareness and understanding of the
importance of agriculture to Lacombe County.

COMMUNICATIONS
WATER AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
•	Facilitate opportunities for the agricultural community to learn more about and be
engaged in the work of local community stewardship/watershed stewardship groups.
•	Consider providing education/awareness opportunities for the agricultural
community to learn more about the impacts that can be caused by changes they
make on their land, to learn about and understand how beneficial management
practices can be implemented, and be made aware of various environmental
stewardship options that can be incorporated into their operations.
•	Consider voluntary incentive-style programs to encourage producers to implement
stewardship activities, adopt beneficial management practices that are good for the
land, the water, and their bottom line (e.g. ALUS).
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•	Although “agriculture” has a tab on the Lacombe County website, it is not
immediately clear on the website where agriculture ‘fits’ in the County. Given
the number and nature of programs and services dedicated to agriculture,
consideration should be given to renaming the Environmental and Protective
Services Department to “Agricultural, Environmental and Protective Services” to
strengthen the connection to and visibly demonstrate that agriculture is a priority
for the County.
•	Develop more opportunities to recognize and promote the importance of the
agriculture industry within Lacombe County to all residents and others (e.g. using
the website, social media, e-newsletter, etc.).
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APPENDIX 1: LACOMBE COUNTY AGRICULTURE STATISTICS

Field Crops Grown:
Crop Type
Total Wheat
Spring Wheat
Durum Wheat
Winter Wheat
Oats
Barley
Mixed Grains
Corn for Grain
Total Rye
Fall Rye
Corn for Silage
Alfalfa and Alfalfa Mixtures
All Other Tame Hay and
Fodder
Canola
Flaxseed
Potatoes
Dry Field Peas
Lentils
Other Dry Beans
Triticale
Forage Seed for Seed
All Other Field Crops

2011 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE DATA
Total Land Area: 2,964 square kilometers (1144 square miles)
Total Population8: 10,312
Total Number of Farms9: 1045
Average Agricultural Land Values by CLI:10
Canada Land Inventory Class
CLI 2
CLI 3
CLI 4
CLI 5
Other 11

$/acre Lacombe County
3,199.07
4,182.70
3,934.20
3,532.52
2,692.75

$/acre Alberta Average
2,655.29
2,407.24
1,984.13
1,681.40
2,139.19

Farms Classified by Operating Arrangements:
Type
Sole Proprietorship
Partnership Agreement (non-written)
Partnership Agreement (written)
Corporation (family)
Corporation (non-family)
Other

Number
559
222
33
217
11
3

Percent of Total
53.49%
21.24%
3.16%
20.77%
1.05%
0.29%

# of Farms
202
194
7
6
96
395
39
2
11
11
25
444

Percent of Total Farms
19.33%
18.56%
0.67%
0.57%
9.18%
37.80%
3.73%
0.19%
1.05%
1.05%
2.39%
42.48%

# of Acres
74,864
72,911
1,249
704
8,625
111,902
4,924
X12
705
705
X
56,742

212

20.29%

18,551

313
1
19
22
1
1
16
4
1

29.95%
0.10%
1.82%
2.11%
0.10%
0.10%
1.53%
0.38%
0.10%

117,265
X
2,067
4,407
X
X
1,596
322
X

# of Farms
17
10
3
7
2
5
1
3

Percent of Total Farms
1.63%
0.96%
0.29%
0.67%
0.19%
0.48%
0.10%
0.29%

# of Acres
88
26
8
X
X
4
X
X

Fruits, Berries and Nuts Grown for Sale:
2011 Census.
9
2011 Census of Agriculture for Alberta. Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development, 2014.
10
Agriculture Statistics Yearbook 2014. Alberta Government, September 2015.
11
Includes parcels that were predominantly C.L.I.7, C.L.I.8 or C.L.I. 9.
8

Crop Type
Total Fruits, Berries and Nuts
Saskatoons
Strawberries
Raspberries
Apples
Cherries (sour)
Plums and Prunes
Other Fruits, Berries and Nuts
12
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X - Confidential.
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Total Greenhouse Area:

Vegetables Grown for Sale (excluding greenhouse vegetables):
Crop Type
Total Vegetables
Sweet Corn
Tomatoes
Cucumbers
Green Peas
Green and Wax Beans
Cabbage
Chinese Cabbage
Cauliflower
Broccoli
Brussel Sprouts
Carrots
Rutabagas and Turnips
Beets
Radishes
Dry Onions
Shallots and Green Onions
Celery
Lettuce
Spinach
Peppers
Pumpkins
Squash and Zucchini
Asparagus (producing)
Asparagus (non-producing)
Other Vegetables

# of Farms
16
3
4
4
7
7
3
4
3
3
1
9
5
9
5
3
5
1
6
5
2
1
6
2
1
9

Percent of Total Farms
1.53%
0.29%
0.38%
0.38%
0.67%
0.67%
0.29%
0.38%
0.29%
0.29%
0.10%
0.86%
0.48%
0.86%
0.48%
0.29%
0.48%
0.10%
0.57%
0.48%
0.19%
0.10%
0.57%
0.19%
0.10%
0.86%

# of Acres
34
013
X
X
1
1
X
1
2
X
X
X
X
2
1
0
1
X
1
1
X
X
X
X
X
14

Nursery, Sod and Forest Products Grown for Sale:
Crop Type
Total Nursery Products
Total Area of Christmas Trees
Taps on Maple Trees14
Sales of Forest Products

13
14
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# of Farms
21
5
1
2

Percent of Total Farms
2.01%
0.48%
0.10%
0.19%

0 - True zero or a value rounded to zero.
*Some respondents may have reported taps made on birch trees.
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# of Acres
198
X
X
X

Category
Under Protection
In Use

# of Farms Percent of Total Farms
17
1.63%
17
1.63%

Square Feet
1,169,345
1,168,245

Greenhouse Products Grown for Sale:
Crop Type
Greenhouse Flowers
Greenhouse Vegetables
Other Greenhouse
Products

# of Farms Percent of Total Farms
8
0.77%
6
0.57%
5

0.48%

Square Feet
X
720,089
X

Mushrooms Grown For Sale:
Category
Total Growing Area for
Mushrooms

# of Farms

Percent of Total Farms Square Feet

1

0.10%

X

# of Farms
1045
845
60
493
542

Percent of Total Farms
100%
80.86%
5.74%
47.18%
51.87%

# of Acres
668,102
405,150
2,911
99,310
111,801

404

38.66%

28,116

772

73.88%

20,814

# of Farms
1045
845
60
493
542

Percent of Total Farms
100%
80.86%
5.74%
47.18%
51.87%

# of Acres
668,102
405,150
2,911
99,310
111,801

404

38.66%

28,116

772

73.88%

20,814

Farm Land Area Classified by Use of Land:
Category
Total Area of Farms
Land in Crops
Summerfallow
Tame or Seeded Pasture
Natural Land for Pasture
Woodland and Wetland
Including Christmas Tree
Area
All Other Land
Poultry Inventory:
Category
Total Area of Farms
Land in Crops
Summerfallow
Tame or Seeded Pasture
Natural Land for Pasture
Woodland and Wetland
Including Christmas Tree
Area
All Other Land

2016 L ACOMBE COUNT Y AGRICULTURAL GUIDE

61

Poultry Production, Egg Production and Birds Hatched in Commercial Hatcheries (2010):
Category
Broilers, Roasters and
Cornish Production
Turkey Production
Table Egg Production

# of Farms Percent of Total Farms
22

2.11%

4
23

Sheep and Lambs, Other Livestock and Bees:

Quantity

Category
Total Sheep and Lambs
Rams
Ewes
Lambs
Horses and Ponies
Goats
Wild Boars
Bison (Buffalo)
Rabbits
Deer (excluding wild deer)
Elk
Llamas and Alpacas
Colonies of Honey Bees
Gallons of Other Pollinating Bees

X Kilograms

0.38% 939 Kilograms
2.20% 1,246,509 Doz.

Cattle and Calves:
Category
Total Cattle and Calves
Bulls (1 year and over)
Total Cows
Dairy Cows
Beef Cows
Total Heifers (1 year and over)
Beef Replacement Heifers
(1 year and over)
Dairy Replacement Heifers
(1 year and over
Slaughter or Feeder Heifers
(1 year and over)
Steers (1 year and over)
Calves (under 1 year)

# of Farms
549
411
494
65
440
367

Percent of Total Farms
54.54%
29.33%
47.27%
6.22%
42.11%
35.12%

Head
105,531
1825
41,322
9,720
31,602
17,401

241

23.06%

5,650

63

6.03%

4,913

117
164
488

11.2%
15.69%
46.7%

6,838
9,249
35,734

# of Farms Percent of Total Farms
27
2.58%
18
1.72%
17
1.63%
20
1.91%
17
1.63%
18
1.72%
24
2.3%

Head
93,684
172
8,347
33,878
10,290
23,588
51,287

Category
Total Sheep and Lambs
Rams
Ewes
Lambs
Horses and Ponies
Goats
Wild Boars
Bison (Buffalo)
Rabbits
Deer (excluding wild deer)
Elk
Llamas and Alpacas
Colonies of Honey Bees
Gallons of Other Pollinating Bees

15

62

2016 L ACOMBE COUNT Y AGRICULTURAL GUIDE

Number
5,929
170
2,586
3,173
3,627
844
X
3,112
62
X
678
193
1,555
X

Farms Classified by Type, Based on NAICS15:

Pigs:
Category
Total Pigs
Boars
Sows and Gilts – Breeding
Nursing and Weaner Pigs
Nursing Pigs
Weaner Pigs
Grower and Finishing Pigs

# of Farms Percent of Total Farms
57
5.45%
42
4.02%
51
4.88%
42
4.02%
340
32.54%
28
2.68%
1
0.10%
17
1.63%
10
0.96%
2
0.19%
14
1.34%
44
4.21%
8
0.77%
2
-

# of Farms
57
42
51
42
340
28
1
17
10
2
14
44
8
2

Number
5,929
170
2,586
3,173
3,627
844
X
3,112
62
X
678
193
1,555
X

 arms classified by the commodity or group of commodities that make up the majority of
F
total receipts; based on the North American Industry Classification System (NAICS).
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Farms Classified by Total Farm Area:
Grouping
Under 10 Acres
10-69 Acres
70-129 Acres
130-179 Acres
180-239 Acres
240-399 Acres
400-559 Acres
560-759 Acres
760-1119 Acres
1120-1599 Acres
1600-2239 Acres
2240-2879 Acres
2880-3519 Acres
3520 Acres and Over
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Number
39
111
84
191
28
151
100
87
93
57
45
25
11
23

Percent of Total
3.73%
10.68%
8.03%
18.28%
2.68%
14.45%
9.57%
8.33%
8.90%
5.45%
4.31%
2.39%
1.05%
2.20%
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