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County playgrounds, beach & washrooms reopened
With Stage 2 of the COVID-19
relaunch plan here, and with the
ability to operate and maintain our
public spaces safely, Lacombe
County has reopened its
playgrounds, Sandy Point Beach,
and public washroom facilities at all
County recreational areas.

at all Lacombe County facilities.
These measures include:

•

Staying home if you have
COVID-19 symptoms

For more information on Lacombe
County’s response to COVID-19
and to see our Municipal Relaunch
Plan, visit the County’s website
at www.lacombecounty.com. Our
administration office and shop are
currently open by appointment only.

All County public washrooms are
equipped with alcohol-based hand
sanitizer. Please use this before and
after you use the washrooms. The
County will be sanitizing washrooms
based on usage, but advise that you
use these facilities at your own risk
and take steps to protect yourself
from COVID-19.

•

Using alcohol-based hand
sanitizer immediately before
and after touching playground
equipment, washrooms, or other
frequently touched surfaces.

If you have any questions or see
any issues regarding our County
public washrooms, playgrounds or
recreational spaces, please call 403782-6601.

•

Keeping a two-metre distance
from others who don’t live in the
same household
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“We thank all residents for following
the direction of the Government of
Alberta, and encourage users to
continue to follow the all public health
orders laid out by the Province when
enjoying these spaces,” said Drayton
Bussiere, Director of Emergency
Management for Lacombe County.
“The safety of our staff and the public
will continue to be front of mind as we
move forward with our relaunch plan."
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Signage is posted at the beach,
playgrounds and trails, outlining
public health orders and directives
that must be followed by individuals

July 1: Lacombe Regional Waste Services
to require proof of residency
Effective July 1, 2020, all Lacombe Regional Waste
Services Commission (LRWSC) Transfer Sites will
require residents who are accessing the facilities to
present a proof of residency to
attendants.
This can be in the form of a utility bill
with a service address or a driver's
license with a physical address
(PO Box or RR# WILL NOT BE
accepted).
Verification of residency will be visually confirmed by the
attendants and no personal information will be recorded.

This information is collected under the authority of Section
33(c) of the Freedom of Information and Protection of
Privacy Act.
After July 1, 2020, all residential loads
that cannot show proof of residency
within Lacombe County will be turned
away. This will ensure only legitimate
rate paying residents are using
LRWSC waste transfer sites, and will
eliminate any out of county residents
(non-contributing members) from utilizing our sites. Please
contact LRWSC with any questions or concerns at (403)
782-8970.
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Lacombe County is holding
a PUBLIC HEARING
and you’re invited...

Thursday, July 9 @ 9:00 am
In Person: Lacombe County Office,
Council Chambers
Located 2½ miles west of Highway 2 at the
intersection of Spruceville Road and Highway 12.

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE
COUNTY’S MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT
PLAN (MDP) & LAND USE BYLAW (LUB)
Bylaw Nos. 1318/20 and 1317/20

Meeting ID: 830 8732 8729
Join Zoom Meeting with a phone: 587-328-1099
Join Zoom Meeting with a computer/laptop:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83087328729

The County’s MDP and LUB were adopted in July 2017. Policy
MUNI 8.3.2 requires an annual review and report based on
the findings of the Monitoring Matrix of the MDP. This review
has identified some areas for improvement in the plans, to
which amendments are proposed. Staff have also found some
housekeeping amendments. Council gave first reading to Bylaw
1318/20 which proposes a number of amendments to the MDP
and Bylaw 1317/20 which proposes a number of amendments to
the LUB. A full copy of the bylaws can be viewed on the County’s
website www.lacombecounty.com.

Personal ID: if you do not have a Personal ID, select
# to continue

HOW DO I COMMENT?

This public hearing will be live-streamed through Zoom
and members of the public are welcome to attend
virtually. The public will be able to listen/observe the
entire meeting, but like in face-to-face meetings, there
will only be certain times that the public can comment.
Anyone wishing to speak via Zoom will have to indicate
that they wish to speak:
By phone: Hit *9 to indicate you would like to speak
By computer: Use the “Raise Hand” option on
Zoom

Anyone wishing to comment on the proposed amendments will
have an opportunity to do so at a public hearing. If you are unable
to attend the hearing, written submissions can be made to the
County. You will, however, need to ensure that your comments
are received by the County prior to the date of the hearing. Your
comments can be sent by:
EMAIL planning@lacombecounty.com,
FAX 403-782-3820, or
MAIL RR 3, Lacombe AB, T4L 2N3.
All submissions will be public information.

Members of the public are welcome to attend the meeting in
person, however please note all public health guidelines will
be followed.

Virtual Meeting: Zoom

Dale Freitag, RPP, MCIP
Director of Planning Services, Lacombe County
Email: planning@lacombecounty.com
Phone: 403-782-8389

For more information, please contact Planning Services at
403-782-8389 or visit the County’s website at:
www.lacombecounty.com

County meetings,
public hearings now
accessible online
Despite the COVID-19 public health
crisis, Lacombe County has continued
to hold in-person Council meetings
and has allowed the public to attend
Council meetings. Under the current
provincial guidelines, a limited number
of people are allowed to participate
in Council meetings, including
Council and staff, in order to comply
to physical distancing requirements.
To allow for more accessible public
involvement and attendance, Council
recently voted in favour of live
streaming all Council meetings and
associated public hearings through
Zoom during the COVID-19 pandemic.
“Physical distancing restrictions won’t
be lifted anytime soon, which limits the
number of people allowed in Council
Chambers. We know there will be
meeting topics or public hearings that
the public will want to have a voice in,”
said Reeve Paula Law. “We have tried
a few options, like having a spill-out
space in our lobby for times when
we might be over-capacity. However,
Council felt that a safer solution is
to open up Council meetings and
public hearings through Zoom video
conferencing.”
Until COVID-19 restrictions have
lifted, Zoom technology will allow for
the public to comment on matters
that concern them, if permitted by the
Chair.
Rules during a Zoom Lacombe County
Council meeting/public hearing? The
public is welcome to attend virtually
through the Zoom video conferencing
system. The public will be able to
listen/observe the entire meeting, but
like in face-to-face meetings, there will
only be certain times that the public
can comment. These opportunities
include:
• During a public hearing when
public feedback is requested;
• Public delegations to Council (preregistration required); and
• When permitted by the Chair/
Reeve
How to access a Lacombe County
Council Meeting via Zoom?
Lacombe County currently subscribes
to a monthly Zoom license, which can
accommodate up to 100 people. The
meeting link and instructions on how
to access a Zoom meeting will be
posted on the County website (www.
lacombecounty.com), and will also be
shared on the County’s social media
channels.
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Please check the County’s website to
find Council meeting schedule and the
dates of future public hearings.
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Tips for wearing and removing a mask How & when to wear
Wearing a non-medical mask, such as a homemade cloth mask, has not been proven to protect
the person wearing it. However, it may be helpful
in protecting others around you.
• Face coverings are another way to prevent
respiratory droplets from contaminating other
people or surfaces.
• They should only be used in addition to other
prevention steps.
If you choose to use a non-medical face mask:
• you should follow the guidance for wearing
non-medical face masks
• you must wash your hands immediately
before putting it on, before taking it off, and
immediately after taking it off
• it should fit well (non-gaping)
• do not share it with others

•

put it directly into the washing machine or
a bag that can be emptied into the washing machine and then disposed of
• cloth masks can be laundered with other
items using a hot cycle, and then dried
thoroughly
masks that cannot be washed should be
discarded and replaced as soon as they get
damp, soiled or crumpled
• dispose of masks properly in a lined
garbage bin
• don't leave discarded masks in shopping
carts, on the ground, etc.

MASKS

•

Masks are used to protect others from
germs that YOU might have, and are to be
used in addition to other prevention measures. Make
sure to clean your hands BEFORE putting on a mask.

How to wear a mask

Face masks can become contaminated on the
outside, or when touched by your hands. When
wearing a mask:
• avoid touching your face mask while using it
• continue practicing good hand hygiene
• change a cloth mask as soon as it gets damp
or soiled

Online credit card payment
option NOW AVAILABLE
Lacombe County is now accepting credit card payments using
OptionPay - a third party software provider. For a fee, OptionPay
provides residents with another convenient method of payment for
water bills, taxes, development fees, dust control and more. OptionPay uses a tiered fee schedule to collect a fee on each transaction.
Please contact the Lacombe County for instructions at 403-7826601 or visit the OptionPay Online Payment Portal page at https://
www.lacombecounty.com/index.php/optionpay.
Background:

Lacombe County
Equipment for Sale

2014 Kubota RTV-X1100C Utility Vehicle
2485 miles and 890 hours
3-cylinder, 24.8 HP Diesel Engine
Hydrostatic transmission, 4x4 with diff lock
Enclosed cab with heat, A/C and beacon
Cab doors have slight damage
Hydraulic dumping cargo box

2009 Custom built Ford F-550 4x4 DRW regular cab
chemical spray truck
V-10 gas engine, auto-transmission, manual transfer
case, 131,500 kms.
Power windows, locks, A/C, cruise. Am/Fm radio
500 gallon water tank with Raven direct injection spray
system with 1 high volume and 1 low volume injection
pump, 3 chemical tanks
Remote control Palfinger PC-2300 crane spray boom
with 16 ft reach, Honda pump
Aluminum deck with cabinet, rear spray bar, 1 Intelli
spray reel, 1 Hannay reel, spill kit
Recent service. Ready for work.

What is OptionPay? OptionPay is a credit card payment system
with a tiered fee schedule, starting with a minimum fee of $2.00 per
transaction. Fees will be included in your transaction, and you will
have the option to approve or discontinue your transaction. Visit
their fee schedule here.
The fees are administered through the OptionPay program for the
use of their service, and not through Lacombe County.
Security Information
OptionPay provides information on their security measures here.
Please note that Lacombe County takes no responsibility for and
accepts no liability in the event of security breaches, technical difficulties, or other issues that may arise from your use of OptionPay.
All users take responsibility for their use of this service and do so
at their own risk.

These units can be inspected, by appointment only, at the Lacombe County Public Works
Compound, located at the intersection of RR 27-4 and Hwy 12 (4 km west of Lacombe). Please call
to arrange an appointment time. Sealed bids on these units will be accepted until 11:00 a.m.
July 8, 2020. The highest, or any bid, may not be accepted.
For further information please contact:
Derek Majerech
Shop Supervisor
Phone: (403) 782-3567
Cell: (403) 304-0402
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2020 Tax Installment
Payment Plan (TIPP)
The Tax Installment Payment Plan
(TIPP) is a simple, secure and
convenient way to pay your annual
property taxes. When you sign up,
monthly payments are automatically
withdrawn from your bank account
on the 15th of each month. To
obtain an application form, contact
Lacombe County at (403) 782-6601
or visit www.lacombecounty.com.

Tax Installment

PAYMENT PLAN
Sign up TODAY

for the monthly plan.
Contact Lacombe County at (403) 782-6601 or
visit www.lacombecounty.com for more details.

Watch for Property Tax Notices!
Lacombe County is mailing out
property tax notices in mid-June.
If you haven’t received your tax
notice by JULY 15, 2020, please
contact Lacombe County at:
(Phone) 403-782-6601
(Email) info@lacombecounty.com

Automatic
Budget-friendly
Simple
Convenient

Public Engagement &
Communications Action Plan
approved by Council
In late 2019, we surveyed Lacombe County ratepayers. The survey
gave us a good indication of where we should invest our time and
money with radio, newspapers, social media, and topics featured
online and/or in the County News. It also detailed how people want
to interact with the County and how they want to provide input.
The survey provided perspective on the following areas:
• To find out how the public wants to engage with Lacombe
County, and how they want to get involved with public
engagement and public participation opportunities.
• To find out where the public wants to access County content,
including news releases, Council decisions, notices, project
updates, funding opportunities, videos and pictures, available
services, etc.
• To find out how our current information is accessed, used and
understood so that we can build on the topics and channels of
communication for our ratepayers.
While the County recognizes that the information generated by
the municipality has differing levels of interest to the community, it
knows that it must ensure there are effective and open channels of
communication to offer information and to receive feedback from
the residents and ratepayers of the community – regardless of
demographic.
At the June 11, 2020, Council
meeting, the Public Engagement
and Communications Action
Plan was approved by Council.
This document identifies the
areas where improvements
were needed, and offers options
to address them. With varying
timelines to work from, the
Action Plan will help enhance
the County's Public Engagement
and Communications programs
to make them more accessible
to ratepayers.
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Public Engagement &
Communications
Survey Action Plan
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SAFETY FIRST

Share the road
everyday!

A wide range of vehicles use
Alberta's roads every day - cars,
trucks, motorcycles, school buses,
tractor trailers, and even farm
equipment. Every road user shares
the responsibility to keep our roads as
safe as possible. Here are some tips for
sharing the road.
DRIVERS

Many Albertans drive to and from work,
school, appointments, and social events
every day. While it may seem routine,
driving is a very complicated activity. So
be conscious about developing safer
driving habits.
•

•

•

•

•

Avoid blind spots - if you're
behind a tractor trailer, bus, RV, or
other large vehicle and you can't
see that vehicle's side mirrors,
you're in the vehicle's blind spot.
There are also large blind spots
along the sides of long vehicles, so
don't drive right beside them.
Check your own blind spots
- smaller road users, including
cyclists and motorcyclists, can be
more difficult to see. Make sure to
regularly check your mirrors and
your blind spots, especially before
you change lanes, stop, or turn.
Don't tailgate - always assume the
vehicle in front of you may need to
brake suddenly and leave enough
room for yourself to also stop
suddenly without rear-ending them.
Remember that larger vehicles
often need to drive more slowly,
especially on hills. So be patient,
give them the room they need, and
only pass when it is safe to do so.
Don't cut them off - large vehicles
need more time to stop so don't cut
in front of them, especially coming
up to a light. When passing any
vehicle, don't pull in front of them
until you can see the entire front of
the vehicle in your rear view mirror.
Also be careful when you're turning
left across oncoming traffic. Smaller
vehicles, like motorcycles, are look
farther away than they really are.
Make sure you have enough room
and time to turn safely.
Give them room - whether you're
driving near a cyclist or a tractor

What is acceptable in
Lacombe County?

trailer, make sure to give
each other the space they
need. For example, large
vehicles may need to take
up more than one lane to
make up for their wider
turns, so pay attention to
their signals.

With summer here, it’s a great time
for a Community Standards Bylaw
reminder.

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE
DRIVERS
Drivers of tractor trailers,
buses, school buses, and other
commercial vehicles play an
important role in moving goods
and people around the province.
RVs and travel trailers also
share the unique challenges of
driving a vehicle that is taller,
wider, longer, and heavier than
other vehicles on the road.
•

•

•

•

Smoking or vaping cannabis products in ANY public place in
Lacombe County is prohibited.
Be respectful with your noise (no unreasonably loud/raucous
noise that disrupts others, including your neighbours).

Leave more room - it
takes large vehicles longer
to stop. Leave more room
between you and the
vehicle in front of you. It
also takes longer to get up
to speed, so leave more
room before entering traffic.
Take your time - slow
down on hills, both uphill
and downhill. On multi-lane
roads, keep to the right. On
one-lane roads, allow traffic
to pass when it is safe to
do so. And always drive to
conditions. You can use
your flashers to alert other drivers
that you'll be driving slowly.

No bullying will be tolerated in any public places.
Quiet hours are 11:00PM to 7:00AM in residential areas (with
regards to generators, construction equipment, power lawnmowers, disruptive vehicle sounds, power tools, etc.).

These are just a few of the expectations in the Community Standards
Bylaw. Visit www.LacombeCounty.com for the full details.

Check your blind spots - your
blind spots are much larger. Check
your mirrors frequently and look for
vehicles, motorcyclists, or cyclists
who might be in your side blind
spots. Stay far enough back from
the vehicle ahead of you to allow
a slow, gradual stop - there may
be someone in your rear blind spot
and this can help prevent a rearend collision.
Use signals - larger vehicles need
more space to maneuver. Make
sure to use your turn signals to
let other drivers know what you're
doing, especially if you need to use
more than one lane to complete a
turn.

•

Look up - remember how tall
you are! Be aware of bridges,
overpasses, or even gas stations
with low clearance.

MOTORCYCLISTS
Motorcycles are smaller than other
motor vehicles, making them harder to
see. In addition, motorcyclists are more
vulnerable in collisions, since they're
not enclosed in a vehicle's engineered
life space.
•

•

Stay visible - because you're
smaller than other vehicles, you
can be harder to see. Make sure to
stay out of blind spots. You can also
increase your visibility by wearing
bright and reflective gear.
Night rider - you become
even more difficult to spot
at night, so increase the

distance you leave between you
and the vehicle in front of you
and be extra cautious of vehicles
turning left across your path.
•

Don't tailgate - just like with
other drivers, always assume the
vehicle in front of you may need to
brake suddenly and leave enough
room for yourself to also stop
suddenly without running into them.
Remember, you're more vulnerable
that other road users. Be patient
and be cautious..
~From www.Saferoads.com
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MIRROR CORNER

2020 Mirror Dog Tags

A license is required for all dogs
in Mirror. As of February 1, 2020,
the cost is $30 for an altered
dog, and $50 for an unaltered
dog. For more information
please call (403) 782-6601 or
visit www.lacombecounty.com
(County Services >Hamlet of
Mirror>Policies/Bylaws>Dog
Control).

Friends of the Mirror Library
Society

The library is open Wednesdays
1 p.m. - 7 p.m. If you are
interested in the library, we invite
you to join our Mirror Library
Board. Your interest and input
are welcomed!

Jolly Seniors

Pancake breakfast every second
Sunday from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Booking Mirror Community
Hall
Call Lisa 403-788-3890 or cell
403-505-3894.

Mirror Library

Join us Wednesdays from 1 p.m.
to 7 p.m. Check out our new
selection of books and movies,
or access high-speed Wi-Fi
Internet. Thanks to Lacombe
County, you can now connect to

the world at Mirror Public Library.

Mirror Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 189 - 5015 50th
Avenue
Meat Draws Saturday at 4
p.m. General meetings second
Sunday at 1 p.m. (unless
otherwise posted).

Mirror Skate Park

Located across the street by the
community hall. Meetings occur
the second Tuesday of month.

Mirror and District Museum

Meetings are on the first Monday
of the month at 7 p.m. Call 403788-3828 for more information.

For Rent

Large room in Mirror Business
Centre, for rent by month or day.
Contact Jim Sturgeon 403-7882380 or Tasha Conway ATB
403-788-3001

CN Rail crossing delays

If you experience delays longer
than 20 minutes at the Mirror
rail yard crossing, call CN Rail
at 1-800-465-9239. Follow the
prompts and be ready to provide
details shown on the crossing
signal mast to CN personnel.
Transport Canada may be
reached at 1-888-463-0521.

We love local
businesses!
We are looking for Mirror businesses to
feature in the Mirror Corner.
If you operate a business in the Mirror area and want to be
profiled in County News, please email communications@
lacombecounty.com with a write-up and photos of your
business.

We'd love to hear from you!
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For employment opportunities, please visit our website at:

www.lacombecounty.com

(Click on ‘Employment Opportunities’ under the ‘Quick Links’ menu on the
left.)
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Morningside gets a new community playground
The members of the Morningside
Community Playground Fundraising
Committee have something to be proud
and excited about! After 2 years of
fundraising through numerous indoor
garage sales, potlucks and events held
at the Morningside Hall, along with the
support from Lacombe County, Government grants and generous donations
from local businesses and community
families, the committee was ready to
put in an order for a new playground for
this growing community.
It all began when the playground equipment that was located in the center of
Morningside, did not meet the safety
regulations and was taken apart and
hauled away. The neighborhood kids
were devastated. That’s when the Fundraising Committee was formed.
The playground equipment was ordered through Blue Imp Recreational

Products located in Medicine Hat, and
was delivered on May 12, 2020. After
a few days of construction, the new
playground equipment was completely
installed. Some bad weather led to a
delay in the final steps, but on May
25, 2020 the pea gravel was brought
in by DB Bobcat Services Ltd. from
Lacombe, and the playground was
completed by the hardworking committee members and volunteers!
With the COVID 19 playground regulations and guidelines being lifted,
posters are displayed around the new
playground to ensure added safety
measures and precautions. The neighborhood kids are greatly enjoying playing on the new equipment!
A huge thank you goes out to the Playground Fundraising Committee members Janet Hatala, Glenna Thompson,
Barbara Cappis, Vicki Berg, Penny

Mottus and Kendra Mottus.
The Committee would also like to

thank DB Bobcat Services Ltd. for their
support and contributions to the new
playground build.

Lacombe County resident receives a
Women of Excellence award
Congratulations to Lacombe County
resident, Michelle Brown, who received a 2020 Women of Excellence
award in the Agriculture category on
June 13, 2020.

Construction of the NEW Haynes Hall has begun!! The committee says
"Thank You" to its supporters: community members, local businesses and
corporate sponsors who donated financially, for the CFEP Grant (Alberta
Community Facilities Enhancement Program), and to Lacombe County for
their generosity.

Michelle is a well-respected leader
and passionate ambassador in the
agriculture industry. After a successful
career as an entrepreneur she sold her
business and has continued to work
with Central Alberta Co-op, where she
currently holds the position of Agro
Division Manager.

Michelle has contributed positively and
passionately in her 30-year professional career. She successfully coached a
ringette team to Nationals, volunteers
in fundraising and various charities;
the Canadian Food Grains Bank being
one. Michelle is an advocate for the
mental health of Canadian producers
and a promoter of farm safety. Through
her knowledge of the industry and
genuine care for the people she works
and volunteers with, she is an admired
member of the community.

Photo and write up
from Red Deer &
District Community
Foundation.

Sargent Community Hall is
cancelling the Annual July Picnic
scheduled for July 4, 2020.
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OPERATIONS
Behind the scenes at the Public Works Shop
Lacombe County's talented team of mechanics and welders recently built a gravel
truck from a bare cab/chassis.
Welders built all of the plow mounting plates,
hitch, hydraulic component brackets, toolboxes, control boxes, electrical component
mounts, gravel box mounting components,
filter mounts, sander box mounts. They then
installed all the components to make sure
they fit and work with each other. All of the
parts and mounts were then sent to paint.

After that, County Mechanics started wiring
and hosing all of the hydraulic, electrical and
air components. After the mounts that were
built were painted, the components were
installed onto them, hooked up, and tested
for functionality.
Lastly, the gravel box, steps, ladders and
tarp were installed.
All in all, it takes both teams approximately
five weeks each to complete their part for
two truck builds.

D O YO U H AV E G R AV E L ?
To ensure we have a reliable supply of gravel to maintain our
County roads, Lacombe County is always on the lookout for
new gravel sources. Gravel is an important, non-renewable
resource necessary for construction and maintenance of roads.

W H AT S H O U L D I D O I F I T H I N K I H AV E G R AV E L O N M Y L A N D ?

If you think you have gravel on your property, and you wish to investigate further, please contact the
County office at 403-782-8379 and speak with the Operations Department. County staff will come out
to meet with you and arrange for testing. While the testing involves digging a test hole or holes, it is
done in the least invasive way practical.
There is no obligation on the part of the Land Owner if suitable gravel is found. The County will discuss options and work with the land owner on a possible agreement for access and use of the land.

IS THE GROUND

ROCKY?

ARE THERE GRAVEL PITS

NEARBY?

DO YOU HAVE A CREEK/RIVER BED ON

YOUR PROPERTY?
W W W. L A C O M B E C O U N T Y. C O M
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—

D O Y O U H AV E LO W LY I N G

PROPERTY?

HAVE YOU FOUND R OCKS DURING

EXCAVATION WORK?
T WIT TER @LACOMBECOUNTY

—

403.782.8379
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OPERATIONS
Construction Notifications
Bridge Construction:

Twp 414 over the Blindman
River

Summer Grading Program
in Lacombe County
have eight grader districts. They will
average 10 miles grading per day, so
it takes about 13.5 work days to get
around their district.

Crews are completing minor bridge work
on Township Road 414, near Range
Road 21. The project is expected to run
throughout the summer until August 31,
2020 (weather permitting), and includes
the construction of a precast girder
bridge.
Please drive with caution in the area and
obey all construction signs.

Summer has arrived! With the warm
and dry weather, gravel roads will see
increasing washboard, and we are
working on reducing that problem as
we speak.

Road Construction:
Centreview Road
Construction work is happening on
Centreview Road (Twp Road 412)
from Lockhart Road (Range Road 25)
west to Hwy 766 (Range Road 33)
from June 1 to July 31, 2020 (weather
permitting). Work includes grade
widening and installation of bridge
culverts, among other work.
Please drive with caution in this area
and obey all construction signs.

Road Construction:
Range Road 28-1
Some minor road construction work
will take place on Range Road 28-1
(West of 24-39-28 W4), starting on
June 10 and lasting for approximately
3 weeks (weather permitting). The
impacted area of Range Road 28-1
will start from Aspelund Road (Twp
Road 394), and will run south for 2 km
(1.25 miles).
Please drive with caution in this area
and obey all road construction signs.

In a dry year, the biggest issue with
gravel roads is washboard. This can
be a difficult problem to address
since the road can be graded one
day, but the washboard returns in a
short time frame. More grading does
not necessarily fix the problem since
working up loose material creates ideal
conditions for the washboard to recur
quickly.
Washboard is often created by
the acceleration or stopping action
of vehicles, making washboard
more prevalent at intersections on
hills. Drivers can help reduce the
problem by slowly accelerating
away from the intersection or
slowing down as much as possible
before braking when coming up to
an intersection.

We try to grade the gravel roads once
every 2.5 weeks, but numerous factors
will affect that schedule.
• Roads with larger traffic volumes
or heavy traffic require more
attention.
• Dust control – the grader operators
prepare each site for calcium, so
their regular schedule is delayed
• Gravel crew in their area has the
same effect
• Rain will push back the schedule
• A road that has been adequate for
local traffic for many years may
be impacted if a new business or
industry is installed along that road
Gravel – roads are gravelled on
average of once every three years
Despite the many challenges of
keeping gravel roads in good summer
driving condition, we have systems
and procedures in place to keep these
roads as safe as possible. While driving
gravel roads this summer, please
obey the speed limit and be vigilant for
washboard and soft spots.

Weather, changing traffic patterns,
and public expectations will always
challenge the road system, and the
gravel roads will always be a work
in progress.
In wet years the washboard is
less prevalent, but other issues
arise such as wheel rutting, lack of
gravel on some roads, culverts and
drainage concerns, and soft spots
appear.
On average our grader
district size is approximately
135 miles (216 km), and we
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Mountain Pine Beetle: Using
Verbenone for pest control
Verbenone (trimethyl-bicyclo-heptenone)
is a semiochemical. In relation to mountain pine beetle (MPB), verbenone acts as
an anti-aggregation pheromone.
MPBs aggregate in large numbers when
colonizing host pine trees. The types and
rates of pheromones released by beetles
during this phase of attack influences the
level of attack on a given tree. At the beginning of an attack, chemicals produced
by infested trees and by the beetles
attract additional beetles of the same species. As the number of MPB approaches
the maximum that the tree can support,
the beetles in the tree release verbenone
to repel newly arriving beetles.
Verbenone is also synthetically produced
and commercially available. It can be
deployed in small plastic pouches to
help protect pine trees from MPB attack.
Verbenone has been most effectively
used to protect hi-valued trees over a
relatively small area when beetle population pressure is low to moderate. Areas
of use may include: backyards, resorts,
campgrounds, woodlots, ornamental
plantings, genetic sites, species at risk,
forest stands of high ecological or social

value etc.
How to use Verbenone
• Pouches should be nailed or stapled
on to the north side of a tree or vertical object at maximum reach from
ground, an additional pouch may be
placed on the same tree on the north
side as well at least 2.5 meters high
from the ground.
• Additional pouches can be added in
a 4-5 meters perimeter around the
protected area.
• Hang on the tree between June 15 –
July 1. Pouches should be placed on
the tree before MPB takes flight.
For more information on Verbenone, its
effectiveness and proper use, visit:
• Government of Alberta website:
https://www.alberta.ca/mountain-pinebeetle-prevent-further-spread.aspx
• Verbenone use guidelines
https://open.alberta.ca/
dataset/90030dce-5fd5-4f1b-a8972846e80fb313/resource/1bebb9196585-474f-a6f3-bd2803313a69/
download/2010-verbenone-useguidelines-april-2010.pdf

We’re on Facebook!
Lacombe County recently launched a Facebook
page! Stay up-to-date on the latest news and events:
www.facebook.com/LacombeCounty.
We are also on Twitter: @LacombeCounty
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Who's in your field?
Meet Nicole Baskier,
Lacombe County's
Weed & Pest
Inspector for 2020.
Nicole has been
appointed by
Lacombe County to
conduct our weed
inspections for 2020.

Please be respectful of ALL County staff and
follow COVID-19 safety precautions when
interacting with them (keeping a 2-metre distance,
not approaching if feeling unwell, masking if
appropriate, etc.)

June 19, 2020 - County News

AGRICULTURE
Central AB Foodgrains Project gears up for 25th year
On the May long weekend, the Central Alberta
Foodgrains Growing Project seeded 120-acre of canola
on behalf of the Canadian Foodgrains Bank.
Started in 1996 by a group of Lacombe County
farmers, this growing project is one of the oldest in
Alberta (and even Canada). There are over 30 projects
in Alberta and 200 spread over our country.
In its 25 years of existence, the project has been
located in various sectors of Lacombe County,
wherever land could be obtained to plant a crop.
This year's field is located at the corner of Woody Nook
and Aspelund roads on the east side of the road.
Net crop sale proceeds and cash donations raised
throughout the year will be forwarded to the Foodgrains
Bank in Winnipeg, and is used to help the hungry in the
world.
"Most of the vital food assistance goes to African and
Asia countries and also to refugee camps in Syria and
Lebanon," says committee member Doug Maas. "Our

country has significant challenges with the pandemic
crisis, but the countries we support do not have the
financial or medical resources that our governments
have to assist their people. We need to continue to
support the most vulnerable people at this time," adds
Maas.
The Central Alberta Foodgrains Growing Project
Committee relies on farmers and agri-businesses to do
the fieldwork and assist with donations of crop inputs.
"This spring, we had a great team effort from farmers
and businesses who helped with land availability, soil
testing, seed donation, fertilizer trucking/application,
discing, harrowing and seeding. The agricultural
community always rises to the occasion for us," says
Maas.
If you wish to assist the committee with cash expenses
such as crop insurance and fertilizer purchases,
please contact Doug Maas in Lacombe at 403-7821860. A charitable tax receipt will be provided for cash
donations.

***Lacombe County Weed Alerts***
Leafy Spurge: Noxious, Long-lived perennial
Identification:
Stems: arranged in clumps
and are smooth and hairless.
They also contain a milky latex
substance.
Leaves: are numerous and
attached directly to the stem.
Most often leaves are alternating, narrow, waxy, have
smooth edges and are bluishgreen. The leaves then turn
yellowish or reddish orange in

the fall.
Flowers: small, lime green to
yellow, heart shaped and are
formed in small clusters.
Seeds: smooth, oblong, light
grey to brown in color. When
the plant matures the seed
pods explode and distribute
the seed as far as 5 meters
from the parent.
Issues: The weed repro-

duces by re-sprouting from its
extensive, persistent, creeping
root system, and also through
seedlings. Leafy Spurge roots
can extend 4.5m laterally
and 9m deep, making them
difficult to kill. A single Leafy
Spurge plant can produce up
to 130,000 seeds
Control:
Grazing: sheep and goats will

graze on Leafy Spurge and are
not effected by the toxic juices
in the stems. However, there
is risk of seed being spread to
uninfected areas by the grazer.
Cultivation: intensive cultivation throughout the summer to
prevent seed dispersal.
Mechanical: mowing is ineffective except on small, young
infestations.

Dames' Rocket: Watch out for this escaped ornamental
Identification:
Stem: Are erect, several per
plant, and grow 0.5 to 1m tall,
occasionally taller. The upper
stems are often branched.
Flower: Can be white, lavender-pink or purple and are
8-12 mm wide with four petals.
Flowers are borne in loose
clusters at tops of stems.
Leaves: Are alternate, lance
shaped, and 1-4 cm wide and
4-15 cm long. They are dark
green, hairy on both sides, and
have serrated edges. Lower
leaves have short petioles
(stems). Basal leaves wither
by flowering.

Seed: Seed pods are long 0.5
to 1.5 cm long, constricted
between seeds and become
papery as they mature. Seeds
are black and 1-1.5 cm long.
Habitat: Requires moderately
moist soils and does best in
the moist, humus rich soils of
wooded areas. It is tolerant of
partial shade, such as forest
edges.
Where it’s found: Dame’s
Rocket is often a contaminant
of wildflower seed mixes – do
not purchase seed mixes
which do not list the Latin
names of the contents.

Control:
Grazing: Not known. Invasive
plants should never be considered as forage.
Cultivation: Not a suitable control method.
Mechanical: Hand pulling is
considered the most effective
as the roots come out easily
from moist soils, or can easily
be dug out with a knife. Plant
density may increase the year
following control work due
to disturbance, but repeated
removal will exhaust the seed
bank. Burning can also be effective.
Chemical: Cur-

rently no selective herbicides
are registered for use on
Dame’s Rocket. Always check
product labels to ensure the
herbicide is registered for use
on the target plant in Canada
by the Pest Management Regulatory Agency. Always read
and follow label directions.
Consult your local Agricultural
Fieldman or Certified Pesticide
Dispenser for more information.
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Field Scouting – Boots on the Ground

Grant McCormick

I can remember in my
younger days, going on
a “Crop Tour” with some
buddies (and maybe some
refreshments). The reasons
for doing those crop tours
may have been more for
pleasure than to identify
problems or inspect for
pests, but none the less
helps introduce the topic of
field scouting and why it is
necessary to maximize the
crops potential.

Field scouting refers to
the times when a field is
inspected and monitored
to assess progress and identify issues. Today's
farming businesses manage risk and generally large
investments in growing crops and there is little margin
for error between making or losing money each year.
Field scouting can be very proactive in identifying
pests, stand establishment, timing and staging as
well as overall crop condition. It also allows for the
management of when and what to do next.
Field scouting can happen from the tractor cab, but
growers also have a multitude of experts to help them
in their field scouting activities. From retail agronomists,
private consultants, supplier reps, government
specialists and others, there is no shortage of support.
Each of these experts bring knowledge and expertise
to the farm gate to help the grower navigate all of the
decisions that go into growing a crop. When used to
their fullest, all of these supporting entities improve

the on-farm ability to manage risk and improve the
chances of success.

and species of weeds are being looked at to determine
the right herbicide and the right timing of application.

The specific activities of field scouting usually starts
with a plan. This would include a current crop plan
along with a previous crop history. Any other field
history information can be helpful in assessing potential
weed, insect and disease issues that may show up. A
historical look at pesticide usage prepares the person
scouting the field for any potential patterns or holes in
the pest control program. As well the plan helps the
scout to be timely in their activities. Information like
seeding date and spraying dates help plan ideal timing
to enter the field to inspect emergence and efficacy.

Next comes the efficacy check of herbicide
performance in the 2-3 weeks after application. If
performance of the herbicide is less than expected,
potential reasons and respray strategies can be
discussed.

Once the plan is complete, the actual scouting begins.
Early in the growing season, an assessment of early
weed emergence, winter annual weed presence and
trash conditions is important prior to seeding. This
information helps the grower plan his pre-seed burn off
and trash management strategy.
During seeding, some random checks of seeding depth
and seedbed conditions allow for fine tuning the drill to
improve emergence and stand establishment. Once
emergence has happened, some assessment of plant
stand, and plant health can be collected to adjust for
next year.
The next big sweep through all fields is a weed and
insect inspection. Looking for
insect damage especially in
canola with flea beetles and
cutworms alerts the grower
when a damage threshold
may have been reached.
Also, at this time numbers

Lacombe County’s Roadside
Mowing Program starts soon!
Lacombe County would like to
remind residents to please be
mindful about what is left in the
county ditches. We ask that you
move debris completely away,
or place debris into the fence
line, to prevent damage to the
mowing equipment.

These items could include:
• Fence Wire
• Telephone Wire
• Large Rocks
• Posts
• Any other material that may
cause damage

As crops near fungicide timing, scouting determines
yield potential of the crop, diseases presence,
weather and environmental risks all giving the grower
information to help make decisions.
At harvest, scouting looks at potential preharvest weed
control timing, desiccation timing and ultimately harvest
timing. Fall is also a good opportunity to assess stubble
for final plant stand, disease prevalence, weeds
present and overall conditions in the field.
Without scouting fields regularly and thoroughly, the
grower is somewhat blind to what maybe going on in
the field. The old saying “you can’t manage what you
don’t measure” applies to field scouting as much as
any other activity on the farm.
Submitted by Grant McCormick
Agronomist, Central Alberta Co-op (Lacombe)

FOR RENT
Pasture Sprayers

Lacombe County Agriculture Services Has
Pasture Sprayers for County Residents to Rent

RENTAL RATE - $50.00/DAY
DEPOSIT - $200.00 (deposit refundable when sprayer returned in good condition)
 Pull type - 400 gallon water capacity, 20 gallon/acre coverage
 Designed for spraying range and pasture in rough terrain
 Has additional hand gun system and fence line spraying nozzle
 Simple to operate
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To book a sprayer
To book a sprayer, please
call
please contact:
403.782.8959

Krista Pannenbecker

Agriculture Department

June 19, 2020 - County News

ENVIRONMENT
Making Changes to Water on Your Land
Under the Water Act, all water in Alberta is property of
the Crown, even if it is located on private property. This
means that a landowner wishing to make any alterations to the water flow on their land should contact
Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) to obtain an
approval prior to beginning the activity. This includes
any changes to drainage or changes to the purpose
of a diversion, the installation of tile drainage, infilling, and the creation of dugouts, ditches, berms, and
water crossings. AEP will examine aquatic effects and
possible impacts to other users before issuing an approval. For more information on Water Act approvals,
please call AEP toll free at 310-3773 (within Alberta) or
1-877-944-0313 (outside of Alberta).
Wetlands
Wetlands include bogs, fens, swamps, marshes and
shallow open waters. The ownership of wetlands is
determined by the permanence of the wetland. The
province does not claim ownership to the bed of wetlands that are not reasonably permanent. Implementation of Alberta’s Wetland Policy began in 2015. The
goal of Alberta’s Wetland Policy is to avoid impacts
to wetlands wherever possible, and replace wetlands
when permanent losses cannot be avoided.

Legislative Background
Water Act:
• • Under the provincial Water Act, the property in
and right to the diversion and use of all water is
vested in the Province.
• • The Water Act is the enabling legislation for the
Alberta Wetland Policy; the Act is not affected or
altered by the Policy.
•
Public Lands Act:
• • Under the Public Lands Act, title to the beds and
shores of: - all permanent and naturally occurring
bodies of water, and; - all naturally occurring rivers,
streams, watercourses and lakes, is vested in the
Crown in right of Alberta.
Drainage
• Under the Water Act (Section 36), drainage (including tile drainage) of a wetland constitutes an
“activity” within a water body and requires Water
Act approval. This requirement was in place prior
to implementation of the Alberta Wetland Policy.
In addition, activities in or near a wetland may be
subject to the Alberta Wetland Policy. Activities
may include:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Surface ditches
Modifications
Buried tile
Alterations
Buried slotted pipes
Drainage
Infilling

Call for ABP Environmental
Stewardship Award nominees
Alberta Beef Producers (ABP) is calling for
2021 Environmental Stewardship Award (ESA)
nominations. Each year, ABP recognizes a
cattle operation that demonstrates leadership in
environmental stewardship – one that contributes to the land while improving productivity and
profitability. The ABP ESA has been a prestigious mainstay of the industry since 1992 and
we strongly believe this is due to the outstanding nominations submitted every year. Help us
continue to celebrate Alberta producers who
exhibit exemplary environmental stewardship by
nominating someone you know whose management practices contribute to the positive story of
sustainability in cattle production.
Nominations are due July 15, 2020

Suspected Non-Compliance by Adjacent Landowner
If you suspect that an adjacent landowner’s activities
are impacting the water flow on your land, the first step
is to try to talk to the adjacent landowner to try to find
an appropriate resolution. If you suspect the adjacent
landowner is not in compliance with the Water Act,
you may wish to start a file with the compliance and
enforcement division of AEP by calling the 24 Hour
Environmental Hotline at 1-800-222-6514.
Landowners wishing to report an adjacent landowner’s
suspected non-compliance should ensure their own
activities are above reproach, as the investigator will
be examining all non-compliant activities on the affected lands. It is important to understand that this process
will not necessarily render an immediate resolution to
the issue, particularly if the call to AEP is made during
a busy seasons. Landowners are encouraged to be
patient and respectful as the investigation takes place.
Requests for updates should be made through the 24
Hour Hotline. If you suffering a losses or damage as a
result of someone else’s non-compliance with the Water Act and you are seeking immediate relief, you have
the option of applying for an injunction to the Court of
Queen’s Bench to order the person stop the activity.
Powers of an AEP Investigator
Landowners should be aware that an inspector or
investigator with AEP has the right to enter or gain
access to any place, except a private dwelling, for the
purposes of the Water Act. They must try to enter at a
reasonable time and give advance notice to the owner
or occupant. The investigator’s powers include the
ability to set up equipment for the investigation, taking photographs or copies of documents, and making
reasonable inquiries of people. It is against the law to
interfere with the work of an inspector or investigator
carrying out their duties. As a landowner, you have the
right to ask for an identification card and an explanation of the powers and duties that they are hoping to
carry out. An inspector or investigator must have the
consent of the occupant to enter a private dwelling.

More information and the 2021 Environmental
Stewardship Award nomination form is available at https://www.albertabeef.org/producers/
environmental-stewardship-award.

Emissions Reduction
Alberta's Food, Farming
and Forestry Challenge
The Government of Alberta is funding the
Emissions Reduction Alberta’s Food, Farming
and Forestry Challenge through the Technology
Innovation and Emissions Reduction (TIER)
Fund. They announced a call for proposals this
week to “accelerate innovation in support of
long-term competitiveness and stimulate growth
in the critically important agriculture, agri-food
and forestry sectors,” as stated in a release.
The TIER fund will contribute $40 million to
support the challenge in hopes it will lead to
job creation and investments in new markets.
Farmers, ranchers, industry and innovators
are encouraged to submit proposals by
August 27 at 5 p.m.
More information is available at https://
eralberta.ca/ and you can register for an
information webinar on June 29.
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SUBDIVISION & DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY
Do you have
questions
about
subdivision or
development
activity?

SUBDIVISION & DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY
May 1, 2020 to May 31, 2020
Development Applications Received
No.

File No.

Applicant
(Landowner)

Legal Description

Proposed Development

Decision
(otherwise pending)

1

32/20

Telus Communications Inc.
(Robert & Heather Hutchison)

Pt. SE 21-40-28-W4M

Communications Tower

Approved

2

41/20

Beacon Homes Ltd.
(Markus & Olga Hoormann)

Lot 4 Block 1 Plan 192 1146
(Burbank Heights Subdivision)

Single Family Residence
w/attached garage

Approved

3

42/20

Shirlee O'Neill

Lot 3 Block F Plan 3737KS
(Ebeling Subdivision, Gull Lake)

Setback Relaxation
for existing residence

Approved

4

43/20

Pidherney's Inc.
(674451 Alberta Ltd.)

NW 18-39-26-W4M

Sand and Gravel Pit
(Expansion)

Approved

5

44/20

Wayne & Ellen Thiessen

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 092 8801
(Pt. NE 31-40-24-W4M)

Single Family Residence
w/attached garage

Approved

6

45/20

Brad Buchanan

Lot 15A Block 2 Plan 772 2751
(Hamlet of Joffre)

Single Family Residence
(Replacement Mobile Home)

7

46/20

Don & Teresa Heringer

Lot 14 Block 5 Plan 932 2650
(New Saratoga, Gull Lake)

Home Based Business, Minor
(T & J Soaps)

File No.
47/20

Applicant
(Landowner)
Border
Paving Ltd.

Legal1Description
Lot 2 Block
Plan 042 0320
(Pt. N 4-41-27-W4M and
Pt. SW 4-41-27-W4M)

Proposed Development
Sand and Gravel Pit
(Expansion)

9

48/20

Novamen Inc.
(Polar Creek Industries Inc.)

Lot 3 Block 1 Plan 162 1394
(Pt. SW 23-39-27-W4M)

Contractor Business

Cajun Paradis
Senior Planner

10

49/20

Edward & Dana Kreil

Lot 1 Plan 912 2027
(Pt. SW 5-41-3-W5M)

Addition to Attached Garage

Approved

Peter Duke
Planner / Development
Officer

11

50/20

John & Angela deRegt

SW 1-41-25-W4M

Addition to Attached Garage

Approved

12

51/20

Joe & Cathy Luyks
(Crystal Poultry Ltd.)

NE 8-41-27-W4M

Single Family Residence
(Replacement Dwelling)

Approved

13

52/20

David & Helena Bullert

Lot 2 Block 1 Plan 782 2831
(Deer Ridge Estates)

Carport

Approved

14

53/20

East Acre Farms Ltd.

NW 8-41-24-W4M

Shop w/Dwelling

Approved

Charmaine Tootell
Planning Services
Receptionist

15

54/20

Kevin & Erica Duberville

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 132 0328
(Pt. SW 24-41-3-W5M)

Home Based Business, Major
(Dog Grooming
Fur the Love of Pets)

Approved

16

55/20

Matthew & Cassandra Bergesen

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 102 5486
(Pt. NE 25-40-02-W5M)

Single Family Residence
(Replacement Dwelling)

Approved

14

17

56/20

William Hameluck &
Natasha Usher-Hameluck

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 912 1985
(Pt. NW 4-40-22-W4M)

Addition to Existing Residence

Approved

Contact Us:
Lacombe County
Planning Services
(403) 782-8389
planning@
lacombecounty.com
Dale Freitag
Director of
Planning Services

Florian Goetz
Jr. Planner /
Development Officer
Allison Noonan
Planning Services
Administrative Assistant

No.
8

Approved

Decision
(otherwise pending)
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MAP OF ACTIVITY
15
16

18 7 12
3
1

18

File No.

58/20

8

17

10

No.

1114
5

13
2/19
9 4

Applicant
(Landowner)

Legal Description

Proposed Development

Shane Tornack &
Carla Charbonneau

Unit 92 Condo Plan 142 2139
(Sandy Point, Gull Lake)

Park Model and
Covered Deck

6

Decision
(otherwise pending)
Approved

Subdivision Applications Received
No.

19

File
No.

Applicant
(Landowner)

Legal Description

Proposed Subdivision

Decision
(otherwise pending)

S-009-20

Arnold & Patricia Buskas
Lawrence Heck

Lots 7 & 8 Plan 802 1799
(Burbank Subdivision)

Boundary
Adjustment

Approved

REMINDER:

Blackfalds moves forward with Arena & Library Expansion

Approaching Staff

For more information contact the County’s Planning Services Department at 403-782-8389

The Town of Blackfalds is excited to announce that the
Arena and Library Expansion project will be proceeding
Freitag
and shovels will be in theDale
ground
in June of 2020 with a
Director of Planning Services
completion date targeted for Spring of 2021.
At their May 26 regular meeting,
Council voted 4 to 3 to
Peter Duke
approve the final and
guaranteed
maximum
Planner/Development
Officer price of the
$24.6M capital budget which includes $18 M for the arena
(which includes a $1 M contribution by the Junior A team)
Charmaine Tootell
and $6.6 M for thePlanning
Library.
Services Receptionist
Over the last year, the Town participated in various engagement opportunities including public open houses and meetings with stakeholders, school boards, and other organizations. The consultations prompted changes and additions
to be incorporated into the design to improve the functionality of the facility which also resulted in increased costs.
Town of Blackfalds Mayor Richard Poole is proud of the
work that Administration and its contractors ACI Architects,
Eagle Builders and Delnor Construction undertook in the
last 2 months to review those areas where costs could be
reduced to come up with a target value design, “I support
this project for a number of reasons,” asserts Mayor Poole.
“First of all, this will be an excellent value for our community when it is built. It will be second to none and I believe
it will be a project our community will be proud of, and, as
Councillor Taylor stated, it will ‘enhance business opportunities within our community.’ The Abbey Centre continues
to receive praise and compliments from community members throughout Alberta and I am confident Blackfalds will
duplicate that success with this facility.”

Mayor Poole added, “I am also excited about the opportunities that the AJHL will bring to the community. The new
Paradis
Library is going toCajun
be one
of the largest in central Alberta
Senior Planner
and, for a community under 20,000, this will be an attraction that we will not only be extremely proud of, but given
Florian
Goetz
the provisions of the
facility,
will allow for progressive
Jr. Planner/Development
Officerera. In addition, by
programming
even in a post-COVID
awarding the construction contract to Eagle Builders, we
are providing jobsAllison
for many
central Alberta families. I am
Noonan
Planning
Services with
Administrative
Assistant
thrilled to
be working
such great
partners like Eagle
Builders, Delnor and ACI with whom we have had a great
relationship in the past.”
The guaranteed maximum price ensures that the Town will
not pay any more than the $24.6M and therefore, if the
cost of the project does go up, the risk will be to Delnor and
Eagle Builders, and not the municipality. CAO Thompson
echoed some of Council’s words, “We want to provide a
high quality facility to our community similar to our past
successful projects, and not have to cut corners.”
A gallery of final design concepts can be viewed on the
Multi-Plex Arena web page at blackfalds.com/tourism-recreation/multi-plex-ice-arena.
A small ground breaking ceremony will take place on Friday
June 19 and will celebrated by invitation only to ensure
physical and social distancing.
If any organizations are interested in sponsorship,
please see the sponsorship brochure at http://blackfalds.
com/tourism-recreation/multi-plex-ice-arena.

Lacombe County asks the
public to ensure they are
following all COVID-19
guidelines when dealing in
person with any County staff.
If you are unable to follow
the guidelines below, please
communicate with Lacombe
County via alternate channels
(phone, email, online).
•
•
•
•

Maintain a 2-metre physical
distance
Ensure proper handwashing/sanitizing practices
If appropriate, consider
wearing a mask to protect
those around you
Stay home if you are feeling
unwell
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Ellis Bird Farm: Open for the Season!
These sunny June days are bearing witness to a lot of activity
at Ellis Bird Farm as we labour towards a much-anticipated
moment: Ellis Bird Farm will open to the public for the
2020 season on Tuesday, June 16th! While the Café and
Visitor Centres will remain closed, visitors are invited to visit
the site to enjoy the birds, stroll the trails and enjoy their
own picnics. A small curb side Gift Shop will be set up and
bathrooms will be open. More details are available on our
website (www.ellisbirdfarm.ca). We will also be running a
limited number of programs over the summer; descriptions
and registration for these can be found on the website as well.
We will be following our regular summer hours: 11:00 AM until
5:00 PM, Tuesday through Sunday and holiday Mondays.

at Ambrose University in Calgary. He hopes to become a
chiropractor or physiotherapist in the future. Not only is this
Carter's second year working at EBF, he also grew up coming
to EBF frequently, so he knows his way around the site very
well indeed.

While there has been uncertainty surrounding our opening to
the public, our research efforts have continued steadily. First,
thanks to funding from the Red Deer and District Community
Foundation, Ellis Bird Farm is partnering with Dr. Delano Lewis
of Burman University to study invertebrates and pollinators
on the farm. This important three-year project will study the
population and diversity of insects in various habitat areas
around the farm, giving us a better picture of our insect fauna.

Linda Sommers is our Head Gardener, coming into her third
season at Ellis Bird Farm. She is from Red Deer and working
as a gardener is just one of many different employment hats
that she wears. She loves the animals, the birds and the
happy people around Ellis Bird Farm.

Several different collection methods will be used, including
bee bowls, pitfall traps, Hester-Dandy samplers, fecal samples
taken from Mountain Bluebird and Purple Martin droppings
(which will be studied for insect DNA) and opportunistic
captures. Dr. Lewis will be assisted in his efforts by summer
student, Ben Acorn. The traps will be checked multiple times
over the summer and the types and numbers of invertebrates
will be recorded. This research should reveal to us a crosssection of the insects living in the air, on the soil and in the
water at Ellis Bird Farm.
Our second research project involved the installation of
a Motus Wildlife Tracking System. The Motus Wildlife
Tracking System is a collaborative research network that
uses coordinated automated radio telemetry arrays to study
movements of small animals. Motus is a program of Bird
Studies Canada in partnership with Acadia University and
collaborating researchers and organizations. While EBF is
registered on the Motus system and our unit is functioning,
we have one last step to accomplish: getting the antenna
up on a tower so it can be fully operational (it will track
nanotagged birds for 15 km in all directions!). We look forward
to accomplishing this last component over the next couple of
weeks. We'll be sharing more details once the installation has
been completed.
June 1st was the first day that our entire summer 2020 staff
worked onsite. We have a skeleton crew for this summer, but
all of them are enthusiastic and knowledgeable and will be a
huge asset to Ellis Bird Farm.
Mateya Bluett is our sunny, knowledgeable and implacable
Administrative Assistant. Originally from Lacombe, she is
spending her third and last summer at Ellis Bird Farm before
heading off into the big world. Mateya has just finished her
degree in Biology at University of Alberta, Augustana Campus,
and is excited about finding an interesting and challenging
new job in the fall.
Shaye Hill is our 2020 Research Coordinator. She is originally
from Lacombe but is now attending the University of Northern
British Columbia. Shaye is heading up our research projects
relating to Mountain Bluebirds, coordinating our bat box
monitoring and research and tackling any other jobs that need
doing.
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Carter McLenahan is our Visitor Service Assistant and
Grounds Assistant. He is working through a Bachelor
of Science in Biology with a minor in Kinesiology

Ben Acorn is our new Visitor Service Assistant. He is a
second year Biology student at the University of Alberta,
majoring in conservation. Ben will be assisting with our insect
research project this summer, participating in invertebrate
trapping work and opportunistic catches, as well as assisting
with our visitors. He is excited to share his knowledge about
plants and animals of Alberta.

Claudia Lipski has been at EBF since 2009 and is our steady
knowledgeable presence as Education Coordinator, stalwart
advisor and creator of ingenious nature crafts and songs.
She lives near Alix and is involved in many nature-based
organizations in Alberta, sharing her passion for the outdoors.
Kirstin Bouwsema has been our Social Media Coordinator
since 2015. She is from Lacombe, where she homeschools
her four kids, and works as well in the Public Library there.
She is excited about the new Nature Playground onsite, and
about sharing the biodiversity found at Ellis Bird Farm with the
world via social media.
Charlie Ball started as our resident Handyman in May. He
lives in Trochu, but he grew up on a farm just west of Ellis Bird
Farm and knows the land well. He has been getting to know
the ins and outs of work at EBF and the large variety of tasks
that need doing. Charlie is also a volunteer fire fighter and
has done a lot of volunteering, so he should have no trouble
handling the work around our site.
Myrna Pearman is our Site Manager and Resident Biologist.
She grew up on a farm in the Rimbey area and lives now near
Sylvan Lake. She has been with Ellis Bird Farm since 1983,
and knows EBF like the back of her hand. She is a passionate
wildlife photographer, and she is the glue that holds Ellis Bird
Farm together.
Finally, while we were closed this spring, we were able to
hold a small, unique event to share our Great Horned Owl
family this spring. A total of 19 delighted owl enthusiasts
visited EBF on Wednesday May 20, 2020 to get a private and
exclusive viewing of the owl family. Participants were also
given the opportunity to have a site tour that highlighted the
new projects being undertaken by EBF. The visitors were
treated to great views of Rose and Fred (who are already out
of the nest), as well as Minnie and Walter (who are not yet old
enough to branch).
The enthusiastic response to this special event - which
was held in partnership with Medicine River Wildlife Centre
(MRWC) - was very heartening. We thank all the participants
for their generous support and are especially thankful for
Judy Boyd from MRWC being on hand to talk about owls and
animal fostering.
In these uncertain times, we are so thrilled to be able to share
with you the news of our 2020 opening hours, and we look
forward to seeing you onsite. Amidst the many changes in
our human world, we can hold fast to the steady rhythms of
the natural world, and Ellis Bird Farm is a wonderful place to
experience nature in all its glory.
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Featured Activities

Bentley Farmers’ Market
The Bentley Farmers’ Market is now open every Saturday from 2pm-4pm until
September 5th. Boasting as many as 150 vendors in a regular summer season this
market is easily one of central Alberta’s largest farmers markets.
Starting this season you can now also access some of the market’s vendors for
delivery and curbside pickup via their online shopping hub.
www.bentleyfarmersmarket.ca
Lacombe Farmers’ Market
The Lacombe Farmers’ Market is conveniently located at Michener Park, on highway 12
just south west of the Lacombe Golf & Country Club.
Hosting a variety of vendors from locally grown produce to home baked pies, handcrafted
woodwork to artisan created wares. Every Friday until October 9th from 9am—1pm.
www.lacombefarmersmarket.ca
Other ways to access locally grown produce
Pik-N-Pak— This unique self service, honor system store is restocked regularly with
locally grown produce. While this store does not have set hours the owners ask
that shoppers come during daytime hours.
www.piknpakproduce.com
S4 Greenhouse— The self service Veggie store is open 24/7 for your convenience.
You can find high quality locally grown produce at this store year round.
www.s4greenhouses.com
Souto Farms —This producer is famous for their B.C. Cherries, but they also cultivate
farm land in Airdrie, AB. You will see this producer attending many local farmers’
markets. They are also now found in Blackfalds every Thursday from 3:00pm-7:30pm at
the Blackfalds Community Center at 4810 Womacks Road until October 8th.
www.soutofarms.com

Alberta Provincial Campgrounds
https://www.albertaparks.ca/albertaparksca/visit-our-parks/camping-in-albertas-parks/
online-reservations/
Individual and backcountry camping reservations relaunched on May 14 for arrivals of
June 1st onward. Due to COVID-19, only 50% of sites in any campground will be available
for occupancy at any given time. Only 1 household is allowed per campsite with
a maximum of 6 people per site.
Second RV units will not be permitted.

While many Canada Day Festivities have been cancelled due to COVID-19
restrictions, we encourage people to decorate their homes and yards, have
driveway dinners or front yard barbecues.
Engage with your neighbours and create the spirit of community that
embodies all it means to be Canadian!

Partner Profiles
Offering year round living Sandy Point
Resort & Rv Park is found on the west
shore of Gull Lake, AB. This 800 acre
resort is located west of the Summer
Village of Gull Lake and minutes east of
Bentley. Large fully serviced lots can
accommodate homes up to 1400 sqft
and still leave space for a deck,
landscaping and paved parking.
This resort welcomes both year round
lakeside lifestyle seekers and summer
RV campers looking for daily fee, RV
parking. The fully gated community
offers the security you desire so you can
relax and enjoy beautiful days on the
sandy Gull Lake beach, or many other
local area amenities.
These include, but are not limited to
boating, fishing, playgrounds, walking
trails, horseshoe pit, & 18 hole golf course (under construction).
Daily fee parking includes water, sewer,
wifi, fire pit, picnic table and 50 amp
power.
For more information check out their
website at www.sandypoint.info , email
rvpark@sandypoint.info, or call their
office at 403-505-2470.
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
May 14, 2020
COVID-19 UPDATE
A detailed report on Lacombe County’s activities and
strategies about the global COVID-19 pandemic was
received for information.

Alberta School Foundation Fund

2020 FINAL BUDGETS AND TAX RATE BYLAW
Council approved the Lacombe County 2020
operating budget which provides for 1) total revenue
of $68,306,860 comprised of $60,799,950 in operating
revenue, $7,506,910 in reserve transfers, including
a $551,180 transfer from the Tax Rate Stabilization
Reserve, and 2) total operating expenses of
$68,306,860 comprised of $37,444,960 in operating
expenses, net inventory costs of ($64,620), capital
transfers of $14,062,320 and reserve contributions of
$16,864,200.

Lacombe Foundation			

Tax Rate

All Assessment Classes 		
(excluding Provincial GIL)		

0.0613

Designated Industrial Property		

Tax Rate

Designated Industrial, 			
M&E & Linear Properties		

0.0760

Tax Rate

Residential/Farmland
		
2.577
Non-residential				3.617

Council also approved the Lacombe County 2019
capital budget, which provides for revenues and
expenditures of $33,546,220.

DEFERRAL OF SERVICE CONNECTION –
SYLVAN LAKE COMMUNAL
Lacombe County will defer the requirement for
property owners within the Sylvan Lake Communal
Servicing Project area to connect to this system to
October 31, 2021 as per resolution of Council.
DEFERRAL OF SERVICE CONNECTION - QEII
WEST PROJECT				
The County Manager was authorized to enter into
agreements with the owners of developed properties
in the QEII West Servicing Project area for the
payment of water and wastewater deferred services
charges in accordance with two plan options.

Council gave first, second and third reading, and
so passed Bylaw No. 1325/20 providing for the
establishment of the 2019 Tax Rates as follows:
Municipal				Tax Rate
Residential				2.557
Farmland			
5.358
Non-residential				5.463
Machinery & Equipment		
5.463

KEY ACTION ITEMS IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
An update on the Key Action Items Implementation
Plan for the 2018 to 2023 Strategic Plan was
approved as presented.

Policing Levy				Tax Rate
All Assessment Classes			0.0448

BYLAW NO. 1326/20 – PROPERTY TAX PENALTY
AND PAYMENT BYLAW
Bylaw No. 1326/20, a bylaw of Lacombe County to
authorize a tax installment payment plan and the
levying of penalties on unpaid property taxes was
read a first, second and third time and so passed by
Council.
LACOMBE REGIONAL TOURISM
Representatives from Lacombe Regional Tourism
provided a presentation on the Lacombe Regional
Tourism 2021-2022 Strategic Plan. The presentation
was received for information, and a request for
funding re-allocation was referred to the County
Manager for the preparation of a report to be
presented at a future Council meeting.
ENHANCE ENERGY
Representatives from Enhance Energy provided
a presentation on the activities and initiatives for
the company. The presentation was received for
information, and a request for relief proposals with
regard to new CO2 EOR Capital Projects was
referred to the County Manager for the preparation of
a report to be presented at a future Council meeting.
NOVA CHEMICALS ANNUAL VISIT
The June 2020 annual Council visit to NOVA
Chemicals will be rescheduled in 2021.
Council Highlights & Minutes can
be found on our website under the
‘Council’ Link on the main page
- or scan the QR code (left) with
your smartphone!

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
May 28, 2020
COVID-19 UPDATE
A detailed report on Lacombe County’s activities and
strategies about the global COVID-19 pandemic was
received for information.
HAMLET OF MIRROR – OFFER TO PURCHASE
By resolution of Council the County Manager was
authorized to accept Walter and Helen Albers offer to
purchase Lot 22, Block 98, Plan 7159AI in the Hamlet
of Mirror for a total price of $3,500 plus G.S.T. subject
to the condition that Lot 22 be consolidated with Lots
19-21.
ECKVILLE EMERGENCY SERVICES BUILDING
– GENERATOR FUNDING REQUEST
By resolution of Council the County Manager was
directed to fund the replacement of the Eckville
Emergency Services Building emergency generator
as requested by the Town of Eckville up to a
maximum of $20,000; and further, this funding be
provided from the Protective Services capital reserve.
POLICY RC(9) UPDATE
Council approved a motion to update Policy RC(9),
so that municipalities and community groups that
received funding through Lacombe County Policy
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RC(9) County Support of Community Programs,
Events and Activities who have cancelled their 2020
events will be allowed to retain their funding and
use it for their 2021 events. Any municipalities and
community groups who cancelled their 2020 events
and do not plan to host an event in 2021 will be
required to return their funding to the County.
ALUS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
A resolution that the County Manager be authorized
to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with
Alternative Land Use Services Canada for the threeyear period of 2020 to 2022 did not receive the
approval of Council.
AGRICULTURE SERVICE BOARD PROGRAM
FIELD VISIT
The County Manager will arrange for a field visit by
the Agriculture Service Board Program Team for
the first or second Council meeting of June 2020
as per direction of Council. The Agricultural Service
Board Program Team completes field visits to grant
recipients once every five years to comply with
recommendations made by the Office of the Auditor
General.

BASHAW & DISTRICT SUPPORT SERVICES
– ALIX/MIRROR COMMUNITY RESOURCE
CENTRE
Representatives of the Bashaw & District Support
Services and the Alix/Mirror Wellness Committee
provided a presentation on the proposed Alix/Mirror
Community Resource Centre. The presentation
was received for information, and request for some
form of County assistance was referred to the
County Manager for the preparation of a report to be
presented at a future Council meeting.
REQUEST FOR CLOSURE OF RESERVE LAND
(PT. SW 2-40-01 W5M)
A presentation by two County ratepayers requesting
the closure of reserve land south of the Town of
Bentley was received for information: and further, the
County Manager was directed to prepare a report
regarding this request for presentation at a future
Council meeting.
COUNCIL MEETINGS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS –
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
A resolution that the public be authorized to participate
in Council meetings and Public Hearings by electronic
means during the COVID-19 Pandemic received the
approval of Council.
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Regularly Scheduled
Meetings for Lacombe
County Council / Council
Committee
Committee of the Whole
First Tuesday of every second month at 9 a.m.
Council & MPC
Second and fourth Thursday of every month, starting at
9 a.m..
The public and media are welcome to attend all Council
& MPC meetings. An agenda will be posted to the
website prior to the meeting.
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Lacombe County 2020 Budget Highlights
Capital Budget 2020 - Consolidated Summary
CAPITAL BUDGET 2020

CAPITAL BUDGET 2020

CONSOLIDATED SUMMARY

CONSOLIDATED SUMMARY

Description

Cost Price

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES
Caseware Software
Video Server
Virtural Server
Multifunction Printer
Questica Budget
Records Management Program
Boiler Replacement
Financial Software
Sub-Total
AGRICULTURE
Tool Cat Spray Unit
Sub-Total
FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES
Alix Fire - SCBA
Alix Fire - Wildland Skid
Alix Fire - Trailer
Alix Fire - Side by Side
Bentley Fire - PIO Camera
Clive Vire - Extrication Tools
Eckville - Thermal Imaging Camera
Eckville - BlitzFire Monitor Nozzle
Lacombe - G1 SCBA
Fit Testing Machine
AFRRCS - Vehicle Mobile
Sub-Total

Trade In
Sales

Total
Cost

20,000
10,000
40,000
15,000
20,000
193,070
35,000
36,830
369,900

-

20,000
10,000
40,000
15,000
20,000
193,070
35,000
36,830
369,900

120,000
120,000

6,500
6,500

113,500
113,500

87,000
10,000
6,000
31,000
7,100
50,000
6,000
5,100
9,000
17,000
8,300
236,500

-

87,000
10,000
6,000
31,000
7,100
50,000
6,000
5,100
9,000
17,000
8,300
236,500

CAPITAL BUDGET 2020

CONSOLIDATED SUMMARY

PEACE OFFICER SERVICES
AFRRCS Radio System
Sub-Total
Description

RECREATION SERVICES
Mirror Bathroom House

Sub-Total
UTILITY SERVICES
Mirror Liftstation Generator
Mirror Pumphouse Generator
Lakeview Estates Well Pump
Meter Reader
1/2 Ton Truck
Wild Rose Business Park Servicing
Sub-Total

17,010
17,010
Cost
Price
90,610
90,610

Cost Price

- In
Trade
Sales
-

17,010
Total
17,010
Cost
90,610
Page 190,610

51,000
110,000
10,000
16,000
50,000
8,773,000

-

51,000
110,000
10,000
16,000
50,000
8,773,000

9,010,000

-

9,010,000

110,000
145,000
145,000
145,000
155,000
145,000
97,110
2,000
40,000
40,000
1,000
7,500
7,500
2,500
2,500
-

315,000
280,000
280,000
280,000
270,000
375,000
267,890
43,000
235,000
235,000
12,000
67,500
67,500
32,500
32,500
16,647,230
3,216,970

Sub-Total

23,702,200

1,045,110

22,657,090

33,546,220

1,051,610

32,494,610
Page 2

Total
Cost
113,500
3,216,970
3,930,460
1,656,760
10,000
13,700
147,300
85,000
7,411,920
845,000
344,910
2,792,890
236,500
70,000
6,626,060
4,993,640
1,051,610
33,546,220

Total Funding

OPERATING BUDGET 2020

CONSOLIDATED SUMMARY
Operating Budget
2020 - Consolidated Summary
AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

2019 Budget

2020 Budget

% Variance

253,900

173,180

58,000

58,000

WASTEWATER TREATMENT & DISPOSAL

3,798,660

52,700
Page
3
851,980

WATER SUPPLY & DISTRIBUTION

2,643,480

665,560

‐31.79%
0.00%
‐3.29%
0.81%
‐52.92%
36.71%
‐34.86%
‐16.65%
371.32%
‐0.34%
‐77.57%
‐74.82%

60,545,150

68,306,860

12.82%
‐3.29%
17.29%

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

13,159,890

FISCAL SERVICES

12,727,170

34,702,610

34,985,190

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

525,200

247,250

PROTECTIVE SERVICES

700,980

958,290

PUBLIC HEALTH & WELFARE

469,250

305,650

RECREATION AND CULTURE

623,940

520,030

3,556,360

16,761,860

52,880

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES
WASTE MANAGEMENT

TOTAL REVENUE
LESS: EDUCATION, SENIORS & DI PROPERTY TAXATION

TOTAL REVENUE EXCLUDING REQUISITIONS
AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

(13,159,890)

(12,727,170)

47,385,260

55,579,690

1,340,870

1,246,440

147,980

98,470

WASTEWATER TREATMENT & DISPOSAL

3,938,350

926,750

WATER SUPPLY & DISTRIBUTION

2,906,030

2,860,840

‐7.04%
‐33.46%
‐3.29%
8.25%
‐23.22%
27.06%
‐30.39%
40.23%
41.99%
0.00%
‐76.47%
‐1.56%

60,252,660

68,371,480

13.47%

(3,836,180)

(3,732,080)

4,128,670

3,667,460

‐2.71%
‐11.17%

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

425,000
425,000
425,000
425,000
425,000
520,000
365,000
45,000
275,000
275,000
13,000
75,000
75,000
35,000
35,000
16,647,230
3,216,970

Trade In
Sales

Agriculture Reserve
Bridge Reserve
Community Resource Reserve
Federal Gas Tax
Lakeview Estates Water
Main Road Reserve
Mirror Sewer Reserve
Mirror Water Reserve
Municipal Facilities Reserve
Municipal Sustainability Initiative Grant
New Pavement Reserve
Operational Reserve
Operations Equipment Reserve
Peace Officer Equipment Reserve
Protective Services Reserve
Trails and Parks Reserve
Water/Wastewater Reserve
Tax Supported Funding - Operating
Trade-In/Sale of Equipment/Vehicles

GENERAL GOVERNMENT SERVICES

OPERATIONS
870G Grader
870G Grader
870G Grader
870G Grader
160M Grader
770-9A Wheel Loader
EC250E Excavator
Dodge 1500 pick-up
Freightliner
Freightliner
Heavy Duty Equipment Scanner
Belly Dump
Belly Dump
Convertor Trailer
Convertor Trailer
Land Acquisition - Roads
Engineered Structures - Roads
Engineered Structures - Bridges

TOTAL CAPITAL

Description
SOURCE OF FUNDING:

13,159,890

FISCAL SERVICES

12,727,170

GENERAL GOVERNMENT SERVICES

6,582,880

7,126,190

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

1,492,380

1,145,800

PROTECTIVE SERVICES

2,777,340

3,528,870

PUBLIC HEALTH & WELFARE

687,830

478,810

RECREATION AND CULTURE

3,253,460

4,562,190

23,112,610

32,816,920

853,040

853,030

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES
WASTE MANAGEMENT

TOTAL EXPENSES
INVENTORY USAGE FOR OPERATING
INVENTORY PURCHASES

60,545,150

68,306,860

12.82%

LESS: EDUCATION, SENIORS & DI PROPERTY REQUISITIONS

(13,159,890)

(12,727,170)

TOTAL EXPENSES EXCLUDING EDUCATION REQUISITION

47,385,260

55,579,690

‐3.29%
17.29%

ADJUSTED EXPENSE TOTAL

NET CASH SURPLUS(DEFICIT)

-

-

-
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Budget Revenues and Expenditures by Department
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June 19, 2020 - County News

Lacombe County 2020 Budget Highlights
Where 2020's Municipal Taxes Come From

2020 Operating Expenses

21

CountyNews
News- -August
June 19,
County
18,2020
2017

AROUND THE COUNTY

TOOLS FOR

SCHOOL

Together: let's send our
local students back to
school equipped with the
items they need to
succeed.
Apply today:
Applications available in
office & on our website
Contact: Lacombe &
District FCSS
403-782-6637

#201 4214 50 ave Lacombe | T4L 0B6
www.lacombefcss.net
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Join the Legion
Be part of making a difference
You don’t have to be a Veteran to join and
make a difference. They served and sacrificed
for our freedoms. Becoming a member of the
Legion is the ultimate way to show your gratitude and give your support.
How your membership supports Veterans
Your membership allows the Legion to
improve the lives of those who served, give
back to our communities and ensure Canada
never forgets. Visit www.legion.ca/join-us
for details.
Join now to help us provide:
•

Free services, supports and financial assistance for Veterans and their families

•

National Veteran outreach to identify and
support Veterans in need

•

Free advocacy to help Veterans get their
deserved disability benefits

•

Youth education and community programs

•

National remembrance and commemorative initiatives

•

Legion Branch operations to support Veterans and their families
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AROUND THE COUNTY
Factors to consider for
successful Winter Grazing
Feeding beef cattle during the winter can account
for up to 60% of yearly production costs. Because
of this significant cost, farmers have developed
many strategies to extend the grazing season and
minimize costs using stockpiling, corn, and swath
grazing. Important things to consider when picking a
winter grazing strategy include the crop used, winter
snowfall, equipment requirements, and nutritional
requirements of the cattle.
Stockpile grazing most often involves leaving
standing perennial crops ungrazed for most of the
growing season. In Lacombe County, moisture
is not typically a limiting factor for crop growth.
Therefore, perennial forage can be grazed early in
the growing season and then left to stockpile. Cows
are then allowed to graze in the fall or early winter
when conventional yard feeding begins. Meadow
bromegrass and cicer milkvetch have shown to be
the perennial crops best suited for stockpile grazing
as they maintain their nutritional value, yield, and
palatability into the winter. Stockpiling perennial
forage is well suited to hilly or low areas where
seeding each year can be difficult and damage the
health of the soil. Costs related to yearly planting and
swathing are also reduced in this case. In the case
of high snowfall or excessive freezing and thawing
during the winter, farmers must be prepared to
supplement their cattle with hay or grain.
Driving around Lacombe County over the past
several years, it is clear that corn has become more
popular especially as a silage crop because of its
high yield and total digestible nutrient value. These
same benefits exist for winter grazing of corn. When
compared to stockpiled or swathed forage, corn is
more resilient to heavy snow and the freeze thaw
cycle because of its height. That being said corn
does have some special considerations. Cattle
should be slowly introduced to corn grazing and
receive supplemental hay or straw. This helps to
avoid rumen acidosis because cows are smart and
will go for the best part of the corn first which is the
cob. When considering equipment and field work,
tillage provides a seedbed where corn will emerge
faster due to the warm spring soil. Corn is typically
planted on wider rows than the typical air seeder so a
planter is required. Finally, as a warm season grass,
corn requires more than 2,000 heat units for optimum
yield. In the case of a cold year, cool season
cereals like triticale and oats can offer a similar total
yield to corn without needing some of the special
considerations mentioned previously.
The final winter grazing system to discuss is swath
grazing. This system typically uses annual crops
or crop mixtures that are swathed when yield and
nutritional value are at their highest. This offers an
advantage over stockpile grazing where the standing
forage can sometimes be past its optimum growth
stage of yield and quality. Cereal crops like barley,
oats, and triticale are most commonly used for swath
grazing. With one crop type in the field, farmers can

more easily use herbicides
to control weeds. Multispecies mixtures with winter
brassica crops are growing
in popularity to improve the
nutritional value of swaths
by increasing both total
digestible nutrient and crude
protein values. No matter
what species is used,
farmers must still be aware
of how snow impacts feed
availability like with stockpile
grazing.

Alix Lake Nature Trail
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Location: 6 km walking trail along the
lake shore starting at Lake Street in
Alix.

Details: The 6 km trail around Alix
Lake is a lovely place for an easy
nature walk or a family bike. The
gravel trail follows close to the shore
and the lake and all those trees are
home to birds and lots of wildlife.

Common considerations
across all three winter
grazing systems include
what type of cattle are
grazing, fencing, and
shelter. Winter grazing
without supplemental feed
is most commonly used for
dry gestating cows. This is
because they have lower
nutritional requirements
compared to replacement
heifers and backgrounding
calves going to feedlots
Lacombe County is home to a number of parks, trails and public spaces for everyone to enjoy.
in the spring. Most cool
For a full list and map of Lacombe County parks & trails locations, please visit https://www.
season cereals, corn and
lacombecounty.com/index.php/parks-and-trails. If you encounter any issues with our parks,
cereal-brassica mixtures
please contact us at 403-782-8379, or report it through the myLacombeCounty app.
supply ample total digestible
nutrients for gestating cows.
Farmers have to pay more
attention to crude protein requirements that are 7% in
the second trimester and increase to 9% in the third.
The crude protein of forages grazed in the winter can
range from 31% in brassica-cereal mixtures, 21% in
fall rye, 11% in oat, and 10% in corn. For the most
efficient feed use, cattle should graze winter forage
in stages using electric fence to make paddocks that
change on a regular basis. The final consideration
common across all three winter grazing systems
discussed is shelter. When the mercury drops in
the winter, the energy needs of cattle increase sand
so trees or man-made wind-breaks are essential to
keep cattle safe and healthy.
Look to resources like the Beef Cattle Research
Council, Alberta Beef Producers, or your local
agriculture retailer for more information on winter
grazing.
By David MacTaggart
David grew up in Lacombe County and was an active
member of the Central Lacombe 4-H Beef Club for
nine years. He recently completed his agriculture
degree with a major in crop science at the University
of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon. He is currently
working on his master’s degree studying how drone
imaging can be used to select better forage varieties
at the Crop Development Centre in Saskatoon.
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We'd love to hear from you!

Lacombe County Directory

ILLEGAL GARBAGE
DUMPING

RR3, Lacombe Alberta T4L 2N3 www.lacombecounty.com

Department Numbers:

Not only is it illegal to dump garbage on
rural roads, but it is a waste of tax dollars
and is bad for the environment.
The Lacombe Regional Waste Services
Commission operates five transfer stations
in Lacombe County (see more information to
the right). All transfer stations are closed on
Sundays, so plan your trips accordingly.
If you see someone illegally dumping garbage,
please report it!

Stay up to date!
Follow us on social media
/LacombeCounty
@LacombeCounty

COUNTY NEWS
is published by Lacombe County and printed by
PostMedia. If you have feedback or story ideas,
please contact:
Nicole Plewis, Communications Coordinator
communications@lacombecounty.com
403.782.6601
24

Main Office - 403-782-6601
Planning Services - 403-782-8389
Community Services - 403-782-8959
Operations - 403-782-8379
Public Works Shop - 403-782-3567

General
Toll Free from Eckville and Ponoka

403.357.1770

After Hours Emergency Answering Service

403.357.1210

Administration Fax

403.782.3820

Public Works Fax

403.782.5356

For Service Requests, see our website - or phone the switchboard at 403-782-6601

Senior Administration
Tim Timmons, County Manager
ttimmons@lacombecounty.com
Michael Minchin, Director of Corporate Services
mminchin@lacombecounty.com

Call 403-782-6601 to speak
with the County Manager
or with a Lacombe County
Director

Bill Cade, Director of Operations
bcade@lacombecounty.com
Dale Freitag, Director of Planning Services
dfreitag@lacombecounty.com
Keith Boras, Director of Community Services
kboras@lacombecounty.com

Council

Home

John Ireland, Division 1
Brenda Knight, Division 2

Cell
403.392.3981

403.788.2168

Barb Shepherd, Division 3

403.550.2168
403.340.9724

Paula Law, Division 4

403.784.3803

403.348.1755

Ken Wigmore, Division 5

403.782.2593

403.588.1222

Keith Stephenson, Division 6

403.748.2431

403.350.4940

Dana Kreil, Division 7

403.746.3607

403.358.9400

