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Visit www.LacombeCounty.com for updates, forms and information on
running for office and on the 2021 municipal election.

The next municipal general election
will be held on October 18, 2021.
In Lacombe County, each of the
seven electoral divisions elects one
Councillor. The term of office is for
four years with no limit on the number

of times a Councillor can be reelected. After the general election, the
seven Councillors elect from among
themselves a Reeve and a Deputy
Reeve at an Organizational Meeting
held each year in October.

Nominations for Councillors will be
accepted by the Returning Officer
from Monday, January 4, 2021, until
12:00 noon on Monday, September
20, 2021.

Unless the RCMP requires more information, you
will not be contacted by a police officer.

You cannot use Online Crime Reporting if:
There is a witness or suspect
There are lost or stolen items involving personal
identity, firearms, licence plates or decals

**NEW** ICE HUT
REGISTRATION
Requirements
The Government of Alberta has made it
MANDATORY to display your WiN number or
your name/address/phone number on ALL ice
fishing shacks.
These new rules have replaced the Take it Off
Program.
Anglers MUST remove all ice fishing huts when
ice is still safe to do so, prior to spring breakup
(usually before March 31).

If you have a crime that requires a police officer, call
the non-emergency number at 1-855-565-7555.
You can use Online Crime Reporting if:
You have lost something that costs less than
$5000
Someone has stolen something from you that
costs less than $5000
Someone has vandalized your property or
vehicle & it will cost less than $5000 to repair it
The crime happened within the jurisdiction of the
Alberta RCMP
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We will need your:
• Name
• Address
• Phone number
• Email
A typical report will take 15 minutes to complete.
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Tax Installment Payment
Plan (TIPP)
The Tax Installment Payment Plan (TIPP) is
a simple, secure and convenient way to pay
your annual property taxes. When you sign
up, monthly payments are automatically
withdrawn from your bank account on the
15th of each month. To obtain an application
form, contact Lacombe County at (403) 7826601 or visit www.lacombecounty.com.

Tax Installment

PAYMENT PLAN
Sign up TODAY

for the monthly plan.
Contact Lacombe County at (403) 782-6601 or
visit www.lacombecounty.com for more details.

Automatic
Budget-friendly
Simple
Convenient

REMINDER: Policy updates mean invoices for fire department responses

Earlier this fall, Lacombe County Council approved
a significant change to its Fire Protection and
Emergency Response policy, which will impact
residents and businesses accessing these services.
These changes ensure Lacombe County’s fire
services align with best practices for both the fire
departments and Lacombe County.

These changes come into effect on January 1, 2021.
Invoicing County residents for fire department
responses
A change to the Fire Protection Policy will see
County residents and businesses invoiced for motor

vehicle collisions and structure fires that occur
within Lacombe County. While this may seem like a
significant change, these invoices are often covered
through insurance.
“In reality, if you have proper insurance for your
structures and vehicles, then this change will not
impact any of our Lacombe County residents
or businesses directly,” said Bussiere. “This
simple change will allow us to access money to
compensate volunteer firefighters appropriately
and helps us to better balance the cost of running
fire departments without increasing taxes. It is a
common practice by many other municipalities.”

Currently, Lacombe County ratepayers have been
exempt from paying for most fire calls or motor
vehicle accident responses; however, non-residents
were (and will continue to be) invoiced for these
services. Ratepayers are encouraged to contact
their insurance companies to ensure they are
covered for invoicing for such calls.

If you have any questions or concerns,
please contact Lacombe County Fire Chief
Drayton Bussiere at 403-782-8959.

While the office remains open,
Lacombe County is following AHS
guidelines and has some County staff
working from home.
As such, the public is advised to call
ahead to ensure the staff member you
are wishing to meet with is in the office.
Please note that all staff members are
available via email and cell phone.
We ask that you consider using the
following alternative service options:
• Phone (403-782-6601)
• Email (info@lacombecounty.com)
• Online service request portal
• Facebook (@LacombeCounty)
Please use teleconference or videoconference tools whenever possible to
meet with staff. In-person meetings with
staff can be scheduled by contacting the
employee directly, or by phoning the
main office line for assistance.
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FEB. 1 DEADLINE: Community
Program Grants available
Lacombe County is committed to strengthening
the quality of life for residents and fostering
civic pride by providing financial support for
community programs, events and activities.

•

Policy RC(9) - County Support of Community
Programs, Events and Activities provides
additional support for organizations in the County
and its urban municipalities, as well as for the
municipalities themselves. Support will be given
for events and activities which are held for the
benefit and enjoyment of the general public,
demonstrate a financial need, and other criteria
explained in the policy.

•

The application deadline is February 1, 2021;
applicants will be advised by March 31st of
the status of their application.

Policy Guidelines/Procedures:

Eligibility: Urban municipalities within the
County, and community organizations in the
urban municipalities within the County and within
Lacombe County are eligible for funding, subject
to the following guidelines:
To be eligible for consideration, programs:
• Must demonstrate a need for financial
support from the County;
• Must be held for the enjoyment and benefit of
the general public;
• Must be hosted on an annual basis and/or
recognize significant milestone events;
• Must not charge an admission, entrance or
registration fee for the program, event or
activity;

•

Must receive at least an equivalent amount
of funding from the urban municipality in
which the program, event or activity is
being held as that being requested from the
County;
Must receive at-least an equal amount of
funding from the community organization if
the program, event or activity is being held in
the County; and
Must take place in the County, or in the urban
municipalities within the County in 2021.

The following are not eligible for support under
this policy:
• capital facilities and equipment;
• youth and adult sports teams and associated
programs, events and activities;
• school reunions;
• private functions;
• community organizations, programs, events
and activities that receive support from the
County through other programs or policies.

Funding Allotment & Allocation:

Funding will be based on $0.75 per capita based
on the current year official population of Lacombe
County and the urban municipalities within the
County, with a $1,000 minimum allotment per
town or village, and a $500 minimum allotment
per summer village.
To view the Policy and a downloadable
application form, see the County Website at
www.lacombecounty.com under the County
Information tab at the top of the home page,
and click on Policies on the left hand menu.

SHOP LOCAL
EAT LOCAL
SPEND LOCAL
These are hard times for many Albertans. You can make a
difference by supporting local businesses and restaurants.
When you shop local, the money STAYS local and supports
local charities, community organizations and events.
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Alberta Provincial
Rural Crime Watch
Association
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
February 27, 2021
9:30 a.m. to Noon
Virtual Meeting (via Zoom)
Stay tuned for more details. Rural Crime
Watch members will see a link emailed to
them in mid-February.
If you have any questions or concerns,
please contact Barb Shepherd (bshepherd@
lacombecounty.com).
COVID-19 INFORMATION

PRACTICE
PHYSICAL
DISTANCING
Keep at least 2 metres (about the
length of a hockey stick) between
you and others. If you are too close
to someone who coughs or
sneezes, you risk breathing in tiny
droplets that could contain the
COVID-19 virus.
Help support a healthy relaunch by
following public health measures,
practicing physical distancing and
good hygiene, and continuing to
act responsibly.

STAY INFORMED

alberta.ca/covid19

Stay up to date!

Follow us on social media
/LacombeCounty
@LacombeCounty
lacombecounty.com
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Census Jobs
Statistics Canada is hiring in
your community!
• Schools, housing, and health and
emergency services are all planned using
census data.
• We are hiring approximately 32,000 census
employees to count every person in
Canada.
• In the current context of COVID-19, we are
committed to ensuring the safety of our
employees at all times.
• Help your community to plan for the
future—apply now!

Emplois au
recensement

PR-020-21

Alix and Area

. EST

• Pay rates vary by position from $17.83 to
$21.77 per hour, plus authorized expenses.
• Start and end dates vary by position and
location, but are between
March and July 2021.
• You must be available to work flexible
hours, mainly during evenings and
weekends.

2020 .

& supports
well-being

connections

Statistique Canada embauche
dans votre collectivité!
• La planification des écoles, du logement
ainsi que des services de santé et
d’urgence se fait au moyen des données du
recensement.
• Nous embauchons environ 32 000
personnes dans le cadre du recensement
en vue de dénombrer toutes les personnes
au Canada.
• Dans le contexte actuel de la COVID-19,
nous nous engageons à assurer la sécurité
de nos employés en tout temps.

Serving Alix, Mirror, Tees
and the surrounding area.

CURRENT OFFERINGS
At home services including Meals on Wheels
and Home Support

How We
Can Help

Food hamper access
A 24/7 call line to reach help when it is
needed (403-396-3369)
Home visitation programming for families and
expecting parents
Support groups, social activities and
information sessions

• Aidez votre collectivité à planifier l’avenir :
postulez dès maintenant!

IMPORTANT TO KNOW:

Community
Resource Centre

Referral to addictions and mental health
support and family counselling

RENSEIGNEMENTS IMPORTANTS :
• Le taux de rémunération varie entre 17,83 $
de 21,77 $ l’heure selon le poste, en plus
des dépenses admissibles.
• Les dates de début et de fin d’emploi
varient selon le poste et le lieu de travail,
mais se situent dans la période allant de
mars à juillet 2021.

Help filling out forms including emergency
support or government funding
Arrangement of transportation as needed

We provide a safe and
welcoming place for all in the
community to access
supports needed to help
improve their lives

Lifeline program access
One-on-one appointments with our

.

Wellness Navigator
Collaboration with the Alix-MAC School
through the Family Wellness Worker role

• Vous devez être disponible pour travailler
selon un horaire flexible, principalement le
soir et la fin de semaine.

Adult education, including post-secondary
career training and upgrading, along with
family literacy opportunities

Apply now/Tell a friend

www.census.gc.ca

TTY (a telecommunications device for deaf persons): 1-833-830-3109

Postulez dès maintenant et
parlez-en à un ami

www.recensement.gc.ca

ATS (appareil de télécommunication pour personnes sourdes) : 1-833-830-3109

(403) 396-3369
Bay 1, 5008 50 Ave, Alix, AB
alixmirrorwellness@gmail.com
www.alixbriefs.com

LET'S
CONNECT!

Monday to Thursday
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

*Closed all statutory holidays*

CONTACT US
.

connections . supports . well-being .

A Rural Initiative Ushers in Positive Change

Early in 2020, a dedicated group of leaders in the
Alix community began collaborating with the Bashaw
Regional Wellness Team. This led to the founding
of the Alix Mirror Wellness Supports Society and
the development of the Alix and Area Community
Resource Centre. Awareness of the need for greater
resources and a desire to make a difference gave the
group its purpose. With a vision to help improve the
health, quality of life and well-being for all, a momentum of hope and optimism has been fostered by the
project. This diverse center complements existing
services as well as addresses local gaps in infrastructure needs. Communities from the surrounding area,
including Mirror and Tees, are being served.

Found in Alix's former play center, but most recently
empty for four years, Bay 1 of Railway House is being used again. Volunteers and generous community
donors made initial facility upgrades possible. The
doors to the Centre opened on September 8, 2020.
Since then, further public interest and donor support
generated over the first couple of months of operations have advanced the next phase of renovations.
Construction of three more private offices, storage
and a meeting room along with an open area for hosting large groups began in December. Progress has
been made on the Centre’s donor recognition display:
a wall mural, painted by a local artist, which will soon

be completed and acknowledge those who have
made this project possible.

The Centre has been utilized by area residents as a
starting point when reaching out for help. The Wellness Navigator role has been connecting clients to
support and advocating to break down barriers. During wellness appointments, individuals or families are
interviewed and plans initiated to begin to meet any
expressed needs or goals. As a result, wrap-around
services help meet each client's needs to promote
personal health and community well-being. To further
assist local families, the Family Wellness Worker has
been working with students at the Alix-MAC School.
Time is spent where any additional support is needed,
inside the classroom or one-on-one with students. A
key program goal is high school completion and afterschool planning.
The Centre provides a safe and welcoming place for
all in the community to access help; the current offerings include:
• At-home services, consisting of Meals on Wheels
and Home Support
• Food hamper access (the Alix Food Bank is now
located at the Centre)
• A 24/7 call line to reach help when it is needed
(403-396-3369)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Individualized support and home visitation programming for families and expecting parents
Support groups, social activities and information
sessions
Referral to addictions and mental health support
and family counselling
Help filling out forms, including emergency support and government funding
Connection to area resources and arrangement of
transportation, as needed
Assistance with senior supports and programs,
such as Lifeline
Family literacy opportunities and adult education
(post-secondary career training and upgrading)
One-on-one appointments with a Wellness Navigator
Collaboration with the Alix-MAC School, through
the Family Wellness Worker role

The Centre is open Monday to Thursday, from
10:00AM - 4:00PM. They are located in Bay 1 at Railway House, on 50 Ave, Alix, AB. They can be contacted by calling 403-396-3369 and found on Facebook
@AlixandAreaCommunityResourceCentre. They look
forward to working with you!
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SAFETY FIRST
When to call 911?:
Complaints vs. emergencies
We often get asked, "When should we call 911?" 911 is
for police, fire, or medical emergencies when immediate
action is required: someone’s health, safety or property is
in imminent jeopardy, or a crime is in progress. 911 should
be called for: Any life-threatening emergency, any crime in
progress and for impaired drivers.
Local police stations have complaint lines that can be
called if you require police assistance. This number should
be used for crimes that have occurred in the past, noise
complaints and minor incidents.

Remember to be Snow Smart

Canada's fabulous winter wonderland brings
snow enthusiasts out in droves each year. From
snowshoeing, to skiing, to snowmobiling and back
country adventures, the opportunities to enjoy the
outdoors in the winter are endless! Before you seek
out your thrills, be sure that you are well prepared
for the potential dangers that come with playing in
Canada’s snowy and icy environments.
If you are going into the back county, make sure
that you are avalanche and tree-well aware, that
you know what to write in your trip plan, and that
you have all the essentials to make every winter
outing safe and enjoyable.
1. Have the right gear.
• Dress in layers to help regulate body
temperature.
• Keep your head, ears and hands covered to
avoid frostbite.
• Wear your helmet, especially when skiing,
skating, snowboarding, and snowmobiling.
2.
•
•
•
•

•

Be avalanche aware.
Know the avalanche dangers in your area.
Check avalanche bulletins before heading out.
Carry and practice with an avalanche beacon,
probe and shovel.
Avalanches involving people don't occur
randomly. Over 90 per cent of the time, the
victims or someone in their group triggers the
snow slide.
Be avalanche aware in Alberta, and when
visiting other areas, such as BC's back country.

3. Respect boundaries.
• Going out-of-bounds is extremely dangerous.
• You not only endanger your life, but also the
lives of search and rescue volunteers.
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4. Ski and snowboard responsibly.
• Know and follow the Alpine Responsibility
Code. If a run is closed, respect the signage
and never ski out of bounds.

5. Snowmobile safely.
• Keep your speed slow enough to stay in control
of your snowmobile.
• Alcohol use is a leading cause of
snowmobiling-related fatalities.
• Respect closed areas.
• Ensure you're properly trained and equipped to
survive a night outside.
6.
•
•
•
•

Test the ice.
Check ice thickness before heading out.
Always stay off ice that is 7cm (3 in) or less.
The minimum ice depth for ice fishing, walking,
and cross country skiing is 10cm (4 in).
The minimum ice depth for one snowmobile or
ATV is 12cm (5 in).

7. If you break through the ice, know what to
do.
• Don't panic. Your clothing will trap air and keep
you buoyant.
• Turn towards the direction you came from
and place your hands and arms flat on the
unbroken surface.
• Kick your feet and try to push yourself up on
top of the unbroken ice on your stomach, like a
seal.
• Once you are lying on the ice, don't stand up.
Roll away from the break until you are on solid
ice.
8. Leave a trip plan.
• Your trip plan explains your destination, travel
route, equipment, and expected return time.
• This vital information can help search and
rescue volunteers, in case of an emergency.

Learn more at https://www.adventuresmart.ca.

For general inquiries and complaints during the day,
please call:
• Bashaw RCMP - (780) 372-3593
• Blackfalds RCMP - (403) 885-3333
• Sylvan Lake RCMP - (403) 887-3333
• Rimbey RCMP - (403) 843-2223
• Ponoka RCMP - (403) 783-4471
• Lacombe Police - (403) 782-3279
If you accidentally call 911:
Please stay on the line and advise the operator it was
an accident. If a 911 hang-up is received the RCMP will
follow-up by finding out who the number is registered to,
and calling and sending police officers to your location to
ensure you are okay. This process takes up a lot of time,
so if you accidentally call 911, stay on the line, or answer
the phone when they call back. You will not get in trouble.
Don't program 911 into your speed dial. It only takes a
second to dial it and when it's pre-programmed, it's easy to
dial accidentally.

Maintenance contractor for
highways in Lacombe County
Please note: Alberta Transportation
maintains and operates ALL
NUMBERED highways in the
County (i.e. Hwy 12, Hwy 20, Hwy
597, Hwy 815, Hwy 601, Hwy 2A,
etc.). If you see any issues or
have any concerns on these
roadways, please contact:

Mainroad Alberta Contracting
LP | 1-877-875-3263
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MIRROR CORNER

2021 Mirror Dog Tags

A license is required for all dogs in Mirror.
Dog tag renewals will be mailed out in
December. The fee is $15.00 for an
altered dog and $25.00 for an unaltered
dog. After February 1, 2021, the cost
increases to $30 for an altered dog
and $50 for an unaltered dog. For more
information please call (403) 782-6601
or visit www.lacombecounty.com (County
Services >Hamlet of Mirror>Policies/
Bylaws>Dog Control).

Friends of the Mirror Library Society

The library is open Wednesdays 1 p.m. - 7
p.m. If you are interested in the library, we
invite you to join our Mirror Library Board.
Your interest and input are welcomed!

Jolly Seniors

Pancake breakfast every second Sunday
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Booking Mirror Community Hall

Call Lisa 403-788-3890 or cell 403-5053894.

Mirror Library

Join us Wednesdays from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Check out our new selection of books
and movies, or access high-speed Wi-Fi
Internet. Thanks to Lacombe County, you
can now connect to the world at Mirror
Public Library.

Mirror residents
reminded to
shovel sidewalks
Residents in Mirror are reminded that all
snow and ice must be removed from their
sidewalks within 48 hours of a snowfall,
pursuant to Bylaw 1098/09.
If the County has to pay an employee or
contractor to clear the snow/ice from a
property, the occupant or owner will be charged
for the cost and may face additional fines.

2021 Mirror Dog
License Renewal
A license is
required for all
dogs in Mirror. Dog
tag renewals will
be mailed out in
December. The
fee is $15.00 for
an altered dog
and $25.00 for an
unaltered dog.
After February
1, 2021, the cost increases to $30 for an altered
dog and $50 for an unaltered dog. For more
information, please call (403) 782-6601 or visit www.
lacombecounty.com (County Services >Hamlet of
Mirror>Policies/Bylaws>Dog Control).
Lacombe County will issue a tag for each dog, which
must be attached to a collar work by the dog at all
times. Lacombe County Enforcement Officers will do
checks to ensure compliance.
If you would like to report a contravention of the Dog
Control Bylaw, please call 403-506-9380, or email
info@klassickennels.com.
**For animal welfare issue please contact the Alberta
SPCA at http://www.albertaspca.org/***

Mirror Royal Canadian Legion Branch
189 - 5015 50th Avenue

Meat Draws Saturday at 4 p.m. General
meetings second Sunday at 1 p.m. (unless
otherwise posted).

Mirror Skate Park

Located across the street by the
community hall. Meetings occur the second
Tuesday of month.

Mirror and District Museum

Meetings are on the first Monday of the
month at 7 p.m. Call 403-788-3828 for
more information.

For Rent

Large room in Mirror Business Centre, for
rent by month or day. Contact Jim Sturgeon
403-788-2380 or Tasha Conway ATB 403788-3001

CN Rail crossing delays

If you experience delays longer than 20
minutes at the Mirror rail yard crossing,
call CN Rail at 1-800-465-9239. Follow the
prompts and be ready to provide details
shown on the crossing signal mast to CN
personnel. Transport Canada may be
reached at 1-888-463-0521.
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OPERATIONS
LACOMBE COUNTY LONG RANGE ROAD CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM

Rge
Rd 21-4

Rge
21-3
Rd

Rge
Rd 21-5

Rge
Rd 22-0

Rge
Rd 22-2

Rge
Rd 22-1

Rge
Rd 22-3

Rge
Rd 22-4

Rge
Rd 22-5

Rge
Rd 23-0

Rge
Rd 23-1

Rge
Rd 23-2

Rge
Rd 23-3

Rge
Rd 23-4

Rge
Rd 23-5

Rge
Rd 24-1

Rge
Rd 24-0

Rge
Rd 24-2

Rge
Rd 24-3

Rge
Rd 24-4

Rge
Rd 24-5

Rge
Rd 25-0

Rge
Rd 25-1

Rge
Rd 25-2

Rge
Rd 25-3

Rge
Rd 25-4

Rge
Rd 25-5

Rge
26-0
Rd

Rge
Rd 26-1

Rge
Rd 26-2

Rge
Rd 26-3

Rge
Rd 26-4

Rge
Rd 26-5

Rge
Rd 27-1

Clive N Rd

Twp

41-0 Rd

Buffalo Lake

CLIVE

TEES

Rentiss Rd

C3926

Red Deer River

40-0 Rd

ALIX

39-2

39-0 Rd

Freedom Rd

22-2 Rge
Rd

22-4 Rge
Rd

Rge

22-3 Rge
Rd

C3841

22-5 Rge
Rd

RED DEER

Twp
Rd

Twp

HAYNES

23-0 Rd

SYLVAN LAKE

40-2 Twp
Rd

39-4 Twp
Rd

JOFFRE

38-4

Alix N Rd

Otto Rd

CCE7
C2802

Woody Nook Rd

Sylvan Lake

BLACKFALDS

Aspelund Rd

40-4 Twp
Rd

Twp

Lakeside/Sargent Rd

39-0

Twp
Rd

MIRROR

C2331

LACOMBE

C2241

C2622

Duckett Rd

C2722

Spruceville Rd

C4102

D&M Rd

41-2 Twp
Rd

C2352

39-2

Milton/Gadsby Lake Rd

41-4 Twp
Rd

C4132

C4131

Haynes Rd

Twp
Rd

C0122

Last Hill Rd

ECKVILLE

C0301

C0401

Eckville
N Rd

39-4

Rainy Creek Rd

C3951

C0322

Twp
Rd

BENTLEY

C0331
C4023

Twp
Rd 40-2

40-0

C4103
C0151

Lockhart Rd

C0341

41-0

Twp
40-4
Rd

C0232

Centreview Rd

Twp
Rd 41-2

Twp
Rd

42-0 Rd

BASHAW
Gull Lake

Twp
Rd

Twp

MORNINGSIDE

42-0

Twp
Rd 41-4

Twp
Rd

Rge
27-0
Rd

Rge
Rd 27-3

Rge
Rd 27-2

Rge
Rd 27-4

Rge
Rd 27-5

Rge
Rd 28-0

Rge
Rd 28-2

Rge
Rd 28-1

Rge
Rd 28-3

1-0

1-2

1-1

Rge
Rd 28-4

Rge
Rd

Rge
Rd

1-4

1-3

Rge
Rd

Rge
Rd

1-5

Rge
Rd

2-0

2-2

2-1

Rge
Rd

Rge
Rd
Rge
Rd

2-3

Rge
Rd

2-4

3-1

Rge
Rd

3-2

2-5

Rge
Rd

3-3

Rge
Rd

Rge
Rd

3-4

3-0

Rge
Rd

Rge
Rd

Rge
Rd

3-5

4-0

Rge
Rd

Rge
Rd

Rge
Rd

4-2

4-3

4-1

4-4

Rge
Rd

Rge
Rd

Rge
Rd

Rge
Rd

Twp
Rd

Twp
Rd 38-2

Rge

Rge
Rd

23-4 Rd

23-3

Rge

Rge

24-0 Rd

23-5 Rge
Rd

Rge

Rge

24-1 Rd

24-2 Rd

Rge

Rge

24-3 Rd

24-4 Rd

Rge

24-5 Rd

Rge

25-0 Rd

Rge

25-1 Rd

Rge

25-2 Rd

Rge

25-3 Rd

Rge

25-4 Rd

25-5 Rd

Rge

Rge

26-1 Rd

26-0 Rd

Rge

Rge

Rge

26-2 Rd

Rge
Rd

26-3 Rd

Rge
Rd

26-4 Rd

3-2

1-4

3-3

Rge
Rd

Rge
Rd

4-0

3-5

DELBURNE
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Driving for safer winter highways
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Winter driving tips
Stay off the road during winter storms,
unless travel is absolutely necessary. If
roads are closed, do not travel at all.
Winterize your vehicle
Check your vehicle’s:
• tires (including your spare)
• battery
• belts and hoses
• anti-freeze
• brakes
• heater
• defroster
• windshield wipers

Consider winter tires
Winter or snow tires are specially
designed for the low temperatures
and snowy and icy conditions we
experience in Alberta. They provide
better traction than regular or all-season
tires.

8

•
•

All tire rubber stiffens as the weather
gets colder, but the latest generations
of winter tires maintain their elasticity
even at extremely low temperatures
approaching -30°C and below, providing
superior traction and grip.
Keep an emergency kit in your
vehicle
The emergency kit should
include:

•
•
•
•
•
•

first aid kit
fire extinguisher
blanket
road map and compass
extra clothing and footwear
paper towel or rags
sand, road salt or non-clumping
kitty litter
flashlight with extra batteries
emergency food – anything that
won’t spoil like granola bars, nuts or
chocolate
ice scraper and snowbrush
cell phone
candle in a deep tin
waterproof matches
shovel
booster cables

Keep your car fuelled
Keep your vehicles more than half full
of fuel to help reduce moisture in your
fuel system, which adds extra weight to
your vehicle. A topped-up gas tank will
also help if you become stranded.

Practice safe driving techniques:
• slow down, as posted speed
limits are intended for ideal road
conditions (and winter roads are not
ideal)
• plan your destination ahead of time
• keep your headlights on so drivers
behind you can see your taillights don’t rely on daytime running lights
• when changing lanes signal early to
let other drivers anticipate and react
• avoid sudden moves (swerving or
braking) that could cause you to
spin out of control
• never use cruise control in winter
conditions
• when driving on slick roads, allow
at least 3 times the normal following
distance
• on snowy roads, try driving
outside of the previous tire
tracks for extra traction
• know your braking system and how
it reacts on ice.
Full details at https://www.alberta.ca/
safer-winter-highways.aspx .
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ENVIRONMENT
Working Well Workshops | Winter 2021
Register today for a live, online (Zoom) water well management workshop.
Just like the popular in-person workshops, these FREE, live, online workshops are
hosted by local municipalities and presented by the Working Well Program with
technical expertise provided by staff from Alberta Agriculture and Forestry, Alberta
Environment and Parks, Alberta Health Services and local, licensed water well
drillers. All workshops start at 6:30 PM.
If you live in or own property in one of these municipalities and have a water well on
your property, register for a workshop today.

Workshop Hosts

Date

Workshop Registration Link

Smoky Lake County

February 11, 2021

https://bit.ly/2XlVBLP

Rocky View County

February 17, 2021

https://bit.ly/35jMsIc

County of Vermilion
River

February 23, 2021

https://bit.ly/2XjAIB3

Red Deer County

March 2, 2021

https://bit.ly/2L54IOJ

MD of Pincher Creek

March 4, 2021

https://bit.ly/2LNfHMz

County of Grande Prairie March 11, 2021

https://bit.ly/2L7XFou

County of Wetaskiwin &
Leduc County

March 18, 2021

https://bit.ly/39chCCt

Sturgeon County

March 23, 2021

https://bit.ly/3i0SBxY

Learn more about Working Well and
get resources for well owners at
alberta.ca/working-well.aspx

Snow Removal
Concerns

Did you know that pushing snow out of your driveway across the
road is not only illegal – it can be dangerous.
Blocking all or part the road can lead to accidents because the large snow
piles may obstruct visibility. In addition, the snow clearing equipment can
damage the roadway by creating ridges on the surface.
Lacombe County reminds residents to refrain from this activity. If you require
assistance with snow removal, please contact a contractors in the area.
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Environmental Management Plan guides
County in environmental stewardship
Lacombe County is pleased
to release the Environmental
Management Plan (EMP), a
guiding document that helps
provide direction to Lacombe
County staff and Councillors
in regards to environmental
management. This is a document
that outlines the specific plan
or framework on how Lacombe
County will carry out environmental
stewardship.
The Lacombe County EMP is
internally focused. This means that
all targets, goals, and expectations
will be placed on the County to
adhere to, not the general public.
However, it will provide the
residents of Lacombe County
an opportunity to become more
familiar with environmental
programming and it will clearly
identify what the priorities and
actions of the County are.
BACKGROUND
An Environmental Management
Plan (EMP) is a specific plan that is
developed to ensure environmental
management within an organization.
It’s a framework document that
includes organizational structure,
planning activities, responsibilities,
practises, procedures, processes,
and resources for developing,
implementing, achieving, reviewing,
and maintaining a desired
environmental standard. The EMP
document lays out the environmental
management issues that the County
has identified as management
priorities.
ANALYSIS
The EMP is now in its second
publication. The review and revision
of the EMP began by creating an
inventory of environmentally relevant
County actions since Lacombe
County adopted an EMP in 2013. By
reflecting on the County’s activities,
it was possible to identify some
strengths and challenges relative to
the 2013 EMP priorities. By revising
and updating the EMP, the County
seeks to better achieve the vision of
a healthy environment for current and
future generations.
It was important that Lacombe
County’s original EMP acknowledged

Environmental
Management

PLAN

202120212026
2026
the need to approach environmental
management dynamically. The
revised EMP is also dynamic by
design, following the original EMP’s
commitment to changing in response
to new information/data, and/or
shifting priorities of stakeholders, and/
or shifting priorities of ratepayers.
Highlights in the 2021-2026 EMP
include:
• Revised priorities – energy
efficiency, waste creation and
disposal, land use in the built
and natural environment, water
quality and security, and climate
adaptation and mitigation
• Revised purposes, goals, and
targets within the five priority
areas
• Using an “outcome hierarchy”
to evaluate whether or not the
County is meeting goals and
targets within our priority areas
• Revised publishing schedule
of the State of the Environment
(SOE):
o Incremental reports every
year
o Comprehensive reports every
five years
To obtain additional paper copies of
the report please contact Lacombe
County directly at 403-782-6601.
You can find the Environmental
Management Plan and the 2021
Action Plan online at https://www.
lacombecounty.com/index.php/
environmental-management-plan.
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AGRICULTURE
ATTN: Financial Support for 4-H Clubs
Lacombe County recognizes that the
agriculture industry has a long history
and is by far the most prominent land
use within the municipality. Lacombe
County provides financial support for local
4-H clubs, to demonstrate the County's
commitment to ensuring the agricultural
community continues to be an integral
part of and contributor to the fabric
of the County’s economic, social and
environmental existence.
In recognition of the opportunities
provided by 4-H Alberta and the ongoing
development of rural youth, Lacombe
County agrees to provide financial support
to designated 4-H Alberta clubs located
within Lacombe County (call 403-7828959 to inquire about these clubs).
How it works:
4-H clubs registered with 4-H Alberta and
located within Lacombe County as listed

and outlined in Schedule “A”, are eligible
to apply for financial support on a yearly
basis.
Applications for financial support must be
received by January 31 of each year.
•
A copy of the of the club’s previous
year’s financial statements and
the current year’s budget must
accompany all applications.
•
Authorized financial support shall be
provided by February 28 of each year
provided the application requirements
of this policy have been met.
•
The financial support shall be divided
evenly amongst all eligible 4-H Alberta
clubs who submit an application.
Please contact the Community
Services department for further details
and funding applications at 403782-8959 or email kpannenbecker@
lacombecounty.com.

Request for “No Spray” Areas
Lacombe County recognizes that some landowners/tenants are not in favor
of having County-owned roadside ditches adjacent to their property treated
with herbicides for weed control. To accommodate these landowner/tenants
Lacombe County will, at the request of the landowner/tenants, allow the option
of carrying out vegetation control on County right-of-way adjacent to their
property subject to the following conditions:
•

Landowner/tenant will complete a ‘No Spray’ request form and submit it
to the County’s Agricultural Fieldman prior to April 30 of that year. The
request is for a three-year term.

•

Landowner/tenant will control all Prohibited Noxious and Noxious weeds
as designed under the Weed Control Act before July 15 or as deemed
necessary by the Agricultural Fieldman for all years affected by the
agreement.

•

The County will control, by all means necessary, all Prohibited Noxious or
Noxious weeds not controlled by July 15.

•

All agreements will be automatically terminated should the control of
Prohibited Noxious and Noxious weeds not be carried out as stated in
condition 2, and future agreements will be at the discretion of the Agricultural Fieldman.

•

The County reserves the right to cancel any agreements and implement
any control deemed necessary at any time.

To Request a ‘No Spray’ Agreement or for further information,
please call 403-782-8959.

Pulse Check

It's been
said that the
universal
answer
to any
agronomic
question is
a diverse
crop rotation.
Calvin Ireland
After mulling
it over, I must
say I tend
to agree.
Problems
with disease,
weeds,
time management, shifts in market
supply and demand, soil health, insect
pressure and low protein wheat can
often be mitigated or even eliminated
with a good crop rotation.
What defines a good crop rotation?
Well, the more, the better. Of
course, our climate doesn't support
long season crops such as lentils,
chickpeas, cotton, sunflowers, grain
corn, or soybeans, but we still have
options. Traditionally wheat, barley
and canola dominate the Prairie
landscape but consider pulse crops,
such as field peas and faba beans,
and how they could fortify several
aspects of a farm business. With a
five crop rotation, every field will have
a four-year break before seeing a crop
for the second time. As each crop has
a specific set of challenges, such as
Clubroot in canola or Fusarium Head
Blight in cereals, the diversity created
from an expanded rotation breaks
the lifecycle between a pest and its
host. Furthermore, research proves
the more frequent a crop is grown in
the same field, the higher the risk of
infection.
However, introducing a new crop to a
farming operation is easier said than
done. Pulses are usually the odd man
out when it comes to crop rotations in
Central Alberta. Peas are challenging
to harvest when laying flat to the
ground, causing extra wear and tear
on machinery. Fabas, on the other
hand, are easy to harvest but late to
reach maturity. Some advantages to
growing pulse crops are that

they can fix atmospheric nitrogen into
the soil for the crops that follow (free
fertilizer), improve soil health, spread
out seasonal workloads, and add an
extra buffer year to the clubroot threat
in canola.
Farming is a business that requires
long-term vision, but as canola prices
are currently reaching record highs,
it's tempting to look at the potential
gain by condensing the crop rotation
for the short-term to capitalize on a
bullish market. As agronomists, we
want to shift the mind-set of looking
at each crop individually instead of
looking at the entire rotation as one.
When we do this, we notice that there
are intrinsic benefits to extending the
rotation with pulses that you can't
account for just looking through the
lens of a single year. Financially
speaking, pulse crops can be more
expensive to grow, and the return
on investment can be lower, causing
many farmers to shy away from
them. But you cannot discount the
extra margin earned by the following
wheat crop when utilizing the free
nitrogen provided by the pulses that
results in higher protein content, or
the suppression of viable clubroot
spores in the canola, or the volunteer
weed control in malt barley. These
are tangible benefits that should be
accounted for and attributed to the
peas and/or faba's value.
Also worth noting is the increasing
global demand for consumer pulse
products and new domestic investors,
such as Protein Industries Canada,
who are creating new markets for
national brands.
In summary, pulse crops are just
one way that diversity can provide
flexibility and resilience to a farming
operation. To focus in on our vision
of increasing production, we need
to exchange our microscopes for
telescopes and examine the rotation
as a whole, rather than in segments.
Submitted by Calvin Ireland C.C.A.,
Central AB Co-op (Lacombe)
Agronomist
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AGRICULTURE
Recycling ag plastics and twine in Lacombe County
2. Bag – Place loose twine in a Clean Farms Twine
Recycling Bag and tie bags to close. Please do
not knot the twine. Clean Farms Twine Recycling
bags are available free of charge at Lacombe
County office or Lacombe Regional Waste Services Commission Transfer Sites.
3. Return – Return to a Lacombe Regional Waste
Services Commission Transfer Site during regular business hours.

After launching the Agricultural Plastics Recycling
program in 2018, Lacombe County is ready to collect plastics from producers in Lacombe County,
Ponoka County and Red Deer County.
Lacombe County residents have the opportunity to
recycle plastic grain bags and twine. Please note:
Net wrap or netting and bale/silage wrap are
NOT part of this program and will not be collected for recycling at this time.
Grain Bag Recycling details:
This service is offered free of charge to agriculture
producers operating within Lacombe County. The
grain bags will be rolled and collected on farm site
for eventual delivery to a plastic recycling center in
Alberta.
Requirements:
• Agriculture producers who request grain bag
recycling services must provide one individual
on site, capable of assisting the rolling and collection operation.
•

Grain bags MUST BE FREE of grain, mud, dirt
debris, and vermin.

•

To ensure used grain bags are eligible for recycling, grain bag collection services should be
scheduled within one week of grain extraction.

•

Grain bag collection services are offered free of
charge.

To book grain bag collection or further questions
regarding agriculture plastic recycling, please
call 403-782-8959.

SHELTERBELTS:
A GROWING INVESTMENT
WHAT IS A
SHELTERBELT?
QUITE SIMPLY A
SHELTERBELT IS A LINE OF
TREES ALONG A FIELD,
FARMSTEAD OR FENCE
LINE.

IMPORTANCE OF SHELTERBELTS
The fundamental role of shelterbelts is to protect land and livestock from the
elements. In fact, shelterbelts create their own 'micro-climate' that conserves
soil and moisture while minimizing the effects of wind and snow. They also
provide habitat which allows species that control pests to grow and thrive.
Shelterbelts play a role in protecting physical structures such as driveways
and roadways. As a bonus studies have shown that if placed close to
structures shelterbelts can help save up to 30% in heating and cooling costs.
And if you are looking at increasing property values well maintained
shelterbelts hold a lot of appeal for buyers. The aesthetic value of
shelterbelts can have an impact on land value as these structures hold strong
potential to increase the value of farmland.

THEY CAN EITHER BE
DEVELOPED OR NATURAL
STANDS.

Twine recycling details

WHAT IS AN ECOBUFFER

Producers can pick up Clean Farms Twine Recycling Bags at the Lacombe County office and
Lacombe Regional Waste Services Commission
Transfer Sites during regular business hours. Twine
will only be accepted if it is placed in the Clean
Farms Twine Recycling Bag, and then brought to
the collection site.

Eco-Buffers are plantings of perennial species (i.e. trees, shrubs,
and/or herbaceous) designed to mimic natural forest habitat that
provides specific ecosystem services. The researchers found that if
designed well, an Eco-Buffer, like the natural forest it mimics, can
provide many ecosystem services at once and continue to sustain
itself in the long-term with minimal ongoing.

Requirements:
1. Shake – Remove as much debris, snow or ice
as possible. Excessively dirty twine may be
rejected, or subject to a landfill tipping fee or
additional charges at drop off.
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Contact these suppliers for more advice on building your
own shelterbelt. Now is the time to order seedlings and trees
to plant in the spring to ensure nurseries have the stock you
need!
Tree Time Services
#204 9366 49 ST
Edmonton, AB T6B 2L7
Tel: 780 472 8878
www.treetime.ca

HELP International
P.O. Box 181
Queen Street City Farm,
Weyburn, SK S4H 2J9
Tel: 306 861 0814
www.help-shelterbelts.com

Prairie Shelterbelt Program
Box 1930
Sundre, AB T0M 1X0
Tel: 403 507 8340
www.prairieshelterbeltprogram.ca
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Area contractors who may be interested in plowing laneways in the County
ECKVILLE

(Also see TELUS Yellow Pages “Excavating”)

Bentley Plumbing & Trenching Ltd (Harold) ....403.748.2424
Eagle Lake Transport (Allan) ...........................403.302.7527
Kat Scott Enterprises Ltd. (Scott) ....................403.896.1009

Moore’s Backhoe Service (Ross) ....................403.588.7705
Rocky Mountain Design and Landscaping ......403.588.8401
Skocdopole Construction Ltd...........................403.746.5744

BENTLEY
Bentley Plumbing and Trenching Ltd (Harold).403.748.2424
C. Edmunds Contracting (Calvin) ....................780.914.8450
Conasph (Chantel)...........................................403.341.6900
Dennis Duncan ................................................403.748.2413
Fred Brink ........................................................403.391.0921
Kat Scott Enterprises Ltd. (Scott) ....................403.896.1009

Link Ventures .................................................. 403.885.4555
Moore’s Backhoe Service (Ross) .................... 403.588.7705
Pebble Pushers Gravel Co (Darren) ............... 403.885.5081
Rocky Mountain Design and Landscaping ...... 403.588.8401
Throwdown Weld & Skidsteer Service (Eric)... 403.877.5841
Worms Trucking (Scott Garries)...................... 403.304.9460

BLACKFALDS
Conasph (Chantel)...........................................403.341.6900
Ground Werx Coatings(Jon) ............................403.318.3006
Kat Scott Enterprises Ltd. (Scott) ....................403.896.1009
Link Ventures...................................................403.885.4555
Pebble Pushers Gravel Co (Darren)................403.885.5081

Rocky Mountain Design and Landscaping ..... 403.588.8401
Sherba Skidsteer Services (Justin) ................ 587.729.0299
Throwdown Weld & Skidsteer Service. (Eric).. 403.877.5841

LACOMBE
Bentley Plumbing and Trenching (Harold).......403.748.2424
Black Wolf Excavating .....................................403.782.8722
Bob Dick Trucking............................................403.350.6357
C. Edmunds Contracting (Calvin) ....................780.914.8450
Conasph (Chantel)...........................................403.341.6900
Gord Douglas...................................................403.782.6292
Ground Werx Coatings (Jon) ...........................403.318.3006
Drake Excavating (Jason)................................403.304.3887
Jackson Construction & Excavating ...............403.782.4024
Kat Scott Enterprises Ltd. (Scott) ....................403.896.1009

Link Ventures .................................................. 403.885.4555
Moore’s Backhoe Service (Ross) .................... 403.588.7705
Paul’s Road Maintenance Ltd. ........................ 403.742.9704
Pebble Pushers Gravel Co (Darren) ............... 403.885.5081
Rocky Mountain Design and Landscaping ...... 403.588.8401
Sherba Skidsteer Services (Justin) ................ 587.729.0299
Thompson Ditching ......................................... 403.782.5911
Throwdown Weld & Skidsteer Service. (Eric).. 403.877.5841
Worms Trucking (Scott Garries)...................... 403.304.9460

CLIVE
Applejack Service ............................................403.896.7544
A Scott Contracting (John)...............................403.747.2991
Cat Scratch Ltd (Jason) ...................................780.291.0408
Conasph (Chantel)...........................................403.341.6900
Ground Werx Coatings (Jon) ...........................403.318.3006
John’s Grader Service .....................................403.784.3350

Kat Scott Enterprises Ltd. (Scott) .................... 403.896.1009
Link Ventures .................................................. 403.885.4555
Paul’s Road Maintenance Ltd. ........................ 403.742.6116
Pebble Pushers Gravel Co (Darren) ............... 403.885.5081
Wil Les Backhoe Services (Willy).................... 403.357.9626

ALIX
Applejack Service ............................................403.896.7544
A Scott Contracting (John)...............................403.747.2991
Cat Scratch Ltd (Jason) ...................................780.291.0408
Conasph (Chantel)...........................................403.341.6900
John’s Grader Service .....................................403.784.3350

Kat Scott Enterprises Ltd (Scott) ..................... 403.896.1009
Bill Russell Sand & Gravel (South of Alix)....... 403.747.2857
Paul’s Road Maintenance Ltd. ........................ 403.742.9704
Wil Les Backhoe Services (Willy).................... 403.357.9626

MIRROR
Applejack Service ............................................403.896.7544
A Scott Contracting (John)...............................403.747.2991
Cat Scratch Ltd (Jason) ...................................780.291.0408

Kat Scott Enterprises Ltd. (Scott) .................... 403.896.1009
Paul’s Road Maintenance Ltd. ........................ 403.742.9704
Wil Les Backhoe Services (Willy).................... 403.357.9626

If you wish to have your name added or removed from this list, please contact the Lacombe
County
Works/Operations
Department.
If you
wishPublic
to have
your name added
or removed from this list please contact:
Lacombe
Public Works/Operations Department
Phone: 403.782.8379
or emailCounty
operations@lacombecounty.com
Phone: 403.782.8379 or email operations@lacombecounty.com
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SUBDIVISION & DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY
Do you have
questions
about
subdivision or
development
activity?

Contact Us:
Lacombe County
Planning Services
(403) 782-8389
planning@
lacombecounty.com
Dale Freitag
Director of
Planning Services
Cajun Paradis
Senior Planner
Peter Duke
Planner / Development
Officer
Allison Noonan
Planning Services
Administrative Assistant
Chelsey Teers
Planning Services
Receptionist
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SUBDIVISION & DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY
December 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020
Development Applications Received
No.

File No.

Applicant

Legal Description

Proposed Development

1

153/20

Synergy Projects Ltd.

Blocks F&G Plan 7159AI
(Hamlet of Mirror)

Addition to Building for
CN Employee Accommodations

Approved

2

154/20

Andrew & Tara Tjepkema

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 132 3784
(Pt. NE 26-39-28-W4M)

Setback Relaxation

Approved

3

155/20

Vince Gessleman &
Jessica LeBreton

Lot 9 Block 2 Plan 002 0581
(Lacombe Lake Estates)

Home Based Business, Major
(Tattoo Studio & Shop)

Approved

4

156/20

Donald Hekob &
Grace Smith

Lots 1-7 Block 1 Plan 7159AI
(Hamlet of Mirror)

Accessory Building and/or Use

Approved

5

157/20

Brett & Jaidyn Beechinor

NW 12-40-1-W5M

Single Family Residence
(Second Residence)

Approved

6

158/20

Kevin & Heather Brock

Pt. SE 18-38-25-W4M

Single Family Residence
(Third Residence)

Approved

7

159/20

Ted & Sandra Deer

Pt. SW 32-39-26-W4M

Campground, Minor

8
No.

File
160/20
No.

Ted & Sandra Deer
Applicant

Pt. SW 32-39-26-W4M
Legal Description

Addition to Existing Residence
Proposed Subdivision

Subdivision Applications Received

9

S-031-20

Nick Lesher

S ½ 33-40-24-W4M

Fragmented Parcels

For more information contact Planning Services at 403-782-8389

Know what’s below.
Are you planning a project that disturbs the ground?

Remember to click before you dig!
TO PLACE A ONE-CALL, PLEASE VISIT

www.clickbeforeyoudig.com
Alberta albertaonecall.com 1.800.242.3447
www.plainsmidstream.com
24 HOUR EMERGENCY NUMBER: 1.866.875.2554

Decision
(otherwise pending)

Decision
(otherwise pending)
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MAP OF ACTIVITY

9

1, 4

3

5
2

7, 8

6

Is your mailing address up-to-date?
If your address has changed, make sure to notify us. Call 403-782-6601
or email info@lacombecounty.com.
We also recommend updating the title of your property with Alberta
Land Titles. You can obtain a form from us, by calling 780-427-2742, or
online https://www.alberta.ca/land-titles-overview.aspx (under Change
of address and name).
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Ellis Bird Farm - January update
black-billed magpies were observed along
the driveway.
The Christmas Bird Count at Ellis Bird Farm
(EBF) was held on January 3, 2021. The
weather was excellent for a bird count with
sunny skies, warm temperatures, and little
wind. Eleven species were observed on
EBF land with a total of 48 individual birds
observed. These numbers are relatively
similar to past counts. Some changes
from the past include no common raven or
American crow sightings this year, but a
northern flicker was heard, which has not
happened in the past 8 years.
The northern flicker was perched and
calling from a spruce treetop at Sandpiper
Pond the week following the count. Two
boreal chickadees were observed this
year, and they have only been detected
twice during the Christmas Bird Count
before. The observers were thrilled to get
a close view of one of these brown-capped
birds calling from a young spruce along
Prentiss Road. Boreal chickadees are said
to sound like a black-capped chickadee
with a cold. Some other species that are
typically observed and were seen again this
year included downy woodpeckers, blackcapped chickadees, pine grosbeaks, house
finches, and white-breasted nuthatches, all
near the feeders. The West Woods were
quiet aside from one hairy woodpecker
drumming. Rock pigeons flew over in the
direction of the MEGlobal Prentiss Site, and

Some people have inquired if owls were
detected during the count. We have also
had questions about the status of the
owl camera for this year. No owls were
observed during the bird count, but the
owl cam will be installed soon thanks to
many generous donations last year to
upgrade our system. Look to our social
media channels in the near future to get
the link. We expect the owls to begin
nesting sometime in February. Thank you
to everyone that donated for this owl cam
upgrade!
Also, look to our social media in February
for kid’s content. COVID-19 has given us an
opportunity to focus on providing children
with content available online at any time.
There will be educational videos, crafts,
and activities to give your child something
fun to do in the classroom or at home. All
you need is an internet connection and your
own craft supplies to follow along with the
videos created by Amy, our new Education
Coordinator. Kids can learn about the
critters that are found at Ellis Bird Farm and
area and find out about seasonal effects on
these animals. We hope this will be a new
way for kids (and adults) to be engaged
with the goings-on at Ellis Bird Farm. If you
have suggestions to give your child the best
learning experience, let us know at info@
ellisbirdfarm.ca.

Dow redefines employee volunteerism during pandemic and delivers 3,000 hours
When the COVID-19 pandemic caused
changes to businesses, borders
and individual behaviours, Dow was
challenged to create meaningful
volunteer experiences for employees.
And Dow employees delivered.
“This year, 400 Dow Canada
employees volunteered close to
3,000 hours to support non-profits,
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school and municipalities,” said Tyler
Edgington, president of Dow Canada.
“This year has been like no other, but
one thing has not changed: Dow’s
commitment to the well-being of the
communities where our workforce and
their families live. Even during the
uncertain times of a global pandemic,
team Dow is still here to help.”

This year, the Dow Prentiss site in
Lacombe County was proud to support
the following organizations: Habitat For
Humanity Red Deer, FCSS Blackfalds,
Ellis Bird Farm, United Way of Central
Alberta, Red Deer River Watershed
Alliance, Alberta Conservation
Association, Lacombe County Mattress
Recycling Program, Indspire, Enactus,
let’s Talk Science, Green Learning.
Dow also supported the robotics
programs at Lacombe Composite High
School, Clive School, Lindsay Thurber
Comprehensive High School, Bentley
School, Iron Ridge Intermediate
Campus, Aspen Heights Elementary
School and Don Campbell Elementary
School.
To ensure employer-organized
volunteer events remain a priority, Dow
partners with the Families First Society
in Fort Saskatchewan to employ a
corporate volunteer manager. “We
know that it takes a village to create
healthy and strong communities
– this year, that’s truer than ever,”
said Jacqueline Dagneau, executive
director of Families First Society. “We
are grateful to partner with Dow’s
volunteer manager, Alana Seymour.

She helps inspire Dow employees to
volunteer here, in Fort Saskatchewan,
and in other company locations.”
Dow’s community support is focused
in three areas: Developing tomorrow’s
innovators by supporting science,
technology, engineering and math
programs; advancing sustainable
solutions to drive progress toward a
more circular economy; and building
inclusive communities by partnering
with local organizations to create more
inclusive places to live and work.
“Partnering with organizations to build
resilient communities in our operational
areas has always been a priority for
us,” said Srikanta Hazra, site director
of Dow Prentiss. “Employees dedicate
their time and talents to engage for
impact in the communities where we
operate, and we expect to invest in
our communities through volunteering,
donations and sponsorship in 2021.”
For more information on to submit a
request to partner with Dow Canada,
please visit dowcanada.com and click
on Global Citizenship.
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Who loves to brew a go cup of their favourite coffee
or tea, throw a few snacks together then hop in the
vehicle to go for a drive?

Waiting on Mother Nature to send more snow,
then the Medicine Lodge Ski Hill will open
for the season! Affordable lift tickets and
rentals offered for full or half day rates!
West of Bentley on Highway 12.
Follow them on Facebook for days/times of
operations and lift/rental rates! 403-748-2025

If that’s you and you’d love to
share your favourite spots, map
out your route, then take pictures
of cool things or sites along the
way. Maybe you love big old barns or unique farm structures,
herds of buffalo or elk along your route. Tell us of your favourite
year round hiking spots where you get a chance to get out and
stretch your legs. Make sure you include your favourite music or
radio station (best part of the road trip). Route must be 80% within the County of Lacombe to be eligible for the prize draw. You be
the adventurer and share your story, you could be a feature blog
on the Lacombe Regional Tourism website and social media.

Follow them on
Social media to
learn more
about:
-Adult Craft Kits
-Top Read Books
-Senior’s Delivery
-Calendars
-Newsletters
-Care Packages
-Book Club
-Kid’s grab bags

Submit your personal Lacombe County travel blog to
info@Lacombetourism.com for a chance to win a local business gift
certificate valued at $100. Deadline for entries March 16th.

Visit County and City of Lacombe’s Trail Systems and do some hiking, snowshoeing, & cross country skiing. Check out this great video showcasing some of the trails:
https://www.facebook.com/120601309/videos/10101158574340737/

Lacombe Tourism Partner Profile for Adventure Ice Fishing
Adventure Ice Fishing has been renting cabins on Gull Lake since 2006 to people from all over the world!
*They NOW have 5 overnight cabins! *Each overnighter has their own outhouse.
*Cabins accommodate and sleep up to 4 people *Solar Power *USB charger
*Underwater camera with 24" monitor *Drinking and cooking water included
*LED lights for evening ambiance
Call or text Trina at 403-392-4406 or Jarod at 403-872-2499 or email adventureicefishing@hotmail.com
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
December 10, 2020
COVID-19 Q&A
Council was provided with an update on the latest
COVID-19 statistics and the ongoing mandatory
restrictions introduced by the Province.
LACOMBE COUNTY MUTUAL AID
ORGANIZATION – SUPPORT SERVICES
AGREEMENT
By resolution Lacombe County Council authorized
the provision of emergency support services by The
City of Red Deer within the municipal boundaries of
Lacombe County pursuant to the terms of a mutual
aid agreement.
HEALTH & SAFETY UPDATE – CERTIFICATE OF
RECOGNITION PROGRAM
Council received a presentation on Lacombe County’s
Health & Safety Certificate of Recognition (COR)
Program highlighting the following:
•
•
•
•
•

2020 External Core Audit
The Partnerships in Injury Reduction (PIR)
The Certificate of Recognition (COR) Audit
Process
2020 Audit Score 93%
Element Highlights

CLOSURE & CONSOLIDATION OF ROAD PLAN
736CL
At the November 12, 2020 meeting, by resolution,
Council instructed the County Manager to proceed
with the process to close Road Plan 736CL and that
this proposal be circulated to interested parties for
comment. Council was informed that there have been
no objections received from government agencies,
utility companies or adjacent landowners.
The following resolution received the approval of
Council and will be forwarded to the Minister of
Alberta Transportation for approval:
IN THE MATTER of the closure to public travel and
canceling a public highway in accordance with Section
24 of the Municipal Government Act, Chapter M-26,
Revised Statutes of Alberta 2000, as amended;
WHEREAS the land hereafter described is no
longer required for public travel;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the
Council of Lacombe County does hereby close the
following described road, subject to the rights of
access granted by other legislation or regulations:
1) Plan 736CL lying within the Pt. SE 19-39-25
W4M and NW 20-39-25 W4M (3.19 acres +/-)
Excepting Thereout All Mines and Minerals
for the purpose of the consolidation 2.133 acres being
consolidated with the new road plan_____. 0.9370
acres consolidated with the Pt. SE 19-39-25 W4M and
the 0.1200 acre balance consolidated with the NW
20-39-25 W4M.
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PLAN
The 2021 Lacombe County Environmental
Management Plan was adopted by Council as
presented.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION PLAN
The 2021 Lacombe County Environmental Action Plan
was adopted by Council as presented.
POLICY AG(11) CLUBROOT OF CANOLA
Policy AG(11) Clubroot of Canola received Council
approval as amended.
MUNICIPAL ELECTION 2021 UPDATE
The next general municipal election is scheduled for
October 18, 2021. The Local Authorities Act has had
several changes since the last election in 2017.
The changes to the Act currently in place with regard
to nominations, voter accessibility and eligibility,
campaign finance rules and third-party advertising
were reviewed. There is currently a third set of
amendments before the Provincial legislature to deal
with the senate elections and provincial referendum.
KEY ACTION ITEMS IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
An update on the Key Action Items Implementation
Plan for the 2018 to 2023 Strategic Plan was
approved as presented.
ANNUAL UNCOLLECTIBLE TAX
CANCELLATION REQUEST
Due to the struggles of the oil and gas industry,
the pandemic and associated economic decline in
Alberta, Lacombe County has experienced unpaid
taxes related to oil and gas wells, pipelines and
other facilities. As per Council resolution, outstanding
property taxes and late payment penalties in the
amount of $ 89,808 were cancelled; and further,
$ 50,569 of the balance will be funded from the
“Allowance for Uncollectible Taxes” account and the
remaining $ 39,239 will be funded from the 2020
operating budget.
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
In addition to receiving the notes of the December
1, 2020 Committee of the Whole meeting for
information, Council also reviewed the following
items from that meeting:
CONSERVATION PROJECTS/PROGRAMS
The County Manager was directed to develop
a proposal for the promotion of agriculture and
environmental initiatives in Lacombe County; and
further, that the report will be presented at a future
Council meeting.
LACOMBE COUNTY GRAVEL HAUL
ROUTES
A report on the change of practice to gravel haul
routes in Lacombe County was received for
information.
COMMUNICATION WITH LOCAL AND
PROVINCIAL RCMP
The County Manager was directed to invite
RCMP Superintendent Peter Tewfik to attend
the February 2, 2021 Committee of the Whole
meeting; and further, that two Detachment
Commanders be invited to attend the April 2021
Committee of the Whole meeting and three be
invited to attend the June 2021 Committee of the
Whole meeting.

PRESENTATION ON ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT OFFICER PROGRAM RED
DEER COUNTY
A presentation on the Economic Development
Officer Program at Red Deer County was
received for information; and further, Economic
Development will be discussed at the February 2,
2021 Committee of the Whole.
ARMING OF LACOMBE COUNTY PEACE
OFFICERS
A discussion with regard to the arming of
Lacombe County Peace Officers was received for
information.
CAPITAL RECREATIONAL FUNDING
A discussion on a funding cap similar to the
provincial model with regard to capital recreational
funding was received for information.
PROPERTY TAX PAYMENT PLAN
A discussion on property tax payment plans was
received for information.
MUNICIPAL OPERATING SUPPORT
TRANSFER (MOST) GRANT
The County Manager was directed to prepare a
report on the allocation of the Municipal Operating
Support Transfer (MOST) Grant; and further, that
the report will be presented at a future Council
meeting.
TOWN OF BLACKFALDS – ALBERTA
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP GRANT PROGRAM
An inquiry from the Town of Blackfalds with regard to
the Alberta Community Partnership Grant Program
was received for information.
ASPELUND INDUSTRIAL PARKS WATER &
WASTEWATER SERVICES
Council moved first, second and third readings of the
following bylaw:
Bylaw 1332/20, a bylaw of Lacombe County to
establish 2021 water and wastewater rates for
Aspelund Industrial Parks.
BYLAW NO. 1330/20 – STATUTORY ROAD
CLOSURE
Bylaw No. 1330/20 is a bylaw of Lacombe County to
provide for the closure of a portion of the statutory
road allowance located east of the NE Section
32, Township 38, Range 24 W4M containing 0.93
in accordance with Section 22 of the Municipal
Government Act.
As per Section 22, Bylaw No. 1330/20 was forwarded
to the Minister of Transportation for approval prior to
consideration of second and third reading by Council.
As the approval was received from the Minister,
Council granted second and third reading and so
passed Bylaw No. 1330/20.
BYLAW NO. 1333/20
Bylaw No.1333/20, a bylaw of Lacombe County
to provide for the orderly proceedings of Council
meetings and the transacting of business by the
Council of Lacombe County. Bylaw No. 1333/20
received first, second and third reading and so
passed. Bylaw 1333/20 provides for an amendment
with regard to Councillor participation in a meeting by
means of electronic or other communication facilities.
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2021 Lacombe County
Council Dates

EAST CENTRAL EXPRESS TRANSPORTATION SERVICE LTD.
A presentation by Robert Duncan, representing East Central Express
Transportation Service Ltd. was received for information.
BYLAW NO. 1328/20 BUFFALO LAKE IDP
Bylaw No. 1328/20, a bylaw of Lacombe County to amend the Buffalo Lake
Intermunicipal Development Plan (BLIDP), received second reading of Council.
REGIONAL WASTEWATER LINE – JOINT SERVICING OF SUMMER
VILLAGE OF SUNBREAKER COVE/LACOMBE COUNTY
The County Manager was authorized to enter into negotiations with the Summer
Village of Sunbreaker Cove for the joint servicing of the Summer Village
Sunbreaker Cove and Lacombe County through the construction of a regional
wastewater line.

May 13
May 27
June 10
June 24
July 8
August 26

January 14
January 28
February 11
February 25
March 11
March 25
April 8
April 22

September 9
September 23
October 14
October 26
November 10
November 30
December 16

Council Highlights & Minutes can be found on our
website under the ‘Council’ Link on the main page - or
scan the QR code (left) with your smartphone!

Regularly Scheduled Meetings for
Lacombe County Council
Committee of the Whole
First Tuesday of every second month at 9 a.m.
Council & MPC
Second and fourth Thursday of every month, starting at 9 a.m..
The public and media are welcome to attend all Council & MPC
meetings. An agenda will be posted to the website prior to the meeting.

Srikanta Hazra, Dow Prentiss site director, unveils a
new gazebo constructed from post-consumer plastics and trees at the end of their life span at the Ellis
Bird Farm in Lacombe County in August 2020.
Submitted by Dow Canada. More info on Page 18.

Introducing Togetherall: An online peer-to-peer
mental health community available free to Albertans!
As hospitals, schools, essential businesses and
other public facilities in Alberta continue to provide
much-needed support, it is understandable that
many front-line workers, parents and students may
be feeling overwhelmed and uncertain about what’s
in store for Winter. The change in season will likely
bring on a new set of challenges and a little self-care
goes a long way

Togetherall offers its members:

With this in mind, we wanted to ensure everyone
is aware of the news – Togetherall is now live and
available in Alberta!
In an effort to enhance mental health supports for
Albertans, Togetherall has partnered with Alberta
Health Services and the Alberta Government to offer
an online anonymous network that offers, peer-topeer mental health services 24 hours a day, seven
days a week.
Best of all, Togetherall is FREE to ALL Albertans
aged 16+! Register here using a valid Alberta postal
code.

•

A safe and vibrant online community where
individuals remain anonymous to each other and
can draw strength and insights from others that
have real lived experiences

•

Resources that are easily accessible and active
24/7/365, no referral needed

•

Peace of mind knowing the community is clinically moderated by registered mental health
practitioners who ensure individuals are kept
safe and feel supported

•

Access to additional self-assessments, recommended resources and self-guided courses to
help foster positive mental health and wellbeing

•

Creative tools to help members express and
track how they are feeling in a way that feels
comfortable to them

Should you wish to book a live webinar demo of the
Togetherall platform, please contact the Togetherall
team directly.

Get support.
Take control.
Feel better.
An anonymous, online
mental health support
community, available
24/7.
Free to all Albertans.

16+

A safe place to express yourself
and support each other.
togetherall.com
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AROUND THE COUNTY
Sargent Community Hall Update
The Annual General meeting scheduled for January 30,2021
may also be postponed.
For information, please call George Payne 403 784 3654

Membership Fees: FREE

Kids Programs: Online, Mother Goose (baby – 3), Story Time (All Ages), Creative Explosion (3+)
Youth Programs Online– Youth D & D, Out of this World (9+)
Teen Programs - Teen D& D (13+), Book Club Grimm Readers
Adult Programs – D & D, Mixed Minds Book Club
All Programs are FREE – see our website for more details or call us!
Curbside Pickup Only Tues, Thurs, Fri 12pm – 5pm
Wed 12pm – 6:30pm

blackfaldslibrary.ca
403.885.2343

Thank-you
from the

Eckville Fundraising Society
Total Funds Raised - $450,000

We would like to extend a heartfelt
Thank-you to all the Companies, Parents, Families & Volunteers who
assisted with the building of the new playground for the Eckville
Elementary School. Your help with our fundraisers, bottles drives &
donations of your time made this project possible. We are beyond grateful.

Diamond: $50,000+
Community Facility Enhancement
Grant
GTI Petroleum
Town of Eckville
County of Lacombe

East Central Express is dedicated to high quality, low priced rural transportation for
the residents of Lacombe and Stettler counties. They currently have a commuter
bus to serve Lacombe and area. All our drivers have first aid, clean drivers abstracts, and are required to pass a vulnerable sectors check.
For more information, give them a call at 587-282-8294, or visit their website at
www.eastcentralexpress.com. Also, be sure to like them on Facebook East Central
Express.
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Platinum: $20,000-$49,999
AGLC Casino
Gold: $5,000-$19,999
Save Second Base Baseball
Canline Energy Corporation
Silver: $2,000-$4,999
Benalto Elks
Elite Downhole Services Corp
Kal Tire Sparrows
Bramall Oilfield Hauling
Big Bear Energy Services

Bronze: $500-$1,999
Eckville Manor House Society
Eckville Hotel
Ryan Jarvis
Fred’s Trucking
Panther River Adventure
Vegas Rentals
Bay 4
Cam and Anita - Duelling Pianos
Sandra Wolfe Catering
Randy Eliuk
Laurie Eliuk and Chris Andersen
Four Forty Farms (Moos Family)
DNOW
Hellbound Services Corp.
Phil Smith Electrical
Kalmu Cemetery
Gerry and Rose Marie Smith
Cam and Brigett Smith
Eckville Machining and Welding
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AROUND THE COUNTY
Make a

SPLASH

at the Kinsmen Aquatic Centre
5429 53rd Street, Lacombe AB

REMINDER:
• Due to the provincial health regulations,
the Kinsmen Aquatic Centre is currently
closed. Staff are working through the
annual maintenance shutdown and ensuring
the facility is cleaned and ready for re-open.
• Currently, all program registration is closed
until further notice.

The perfect place for people to connect.
•
•

For more information call 403.782.1278 or visit
www.lacombe.ca/pool.

The LMC offers space to host:
training/workshops
licensed markets

•
•

meetings
weddings

*When it’s safe to do so*
Visit www.lacombe.ca/lmc or call 403-782-6668
Home of Anna Maria’s Cafe, Mary C. Moore Public
Library and Lacombe & District FCSS.

HAS YOUR ADDRESS CHANGED?
If Canada Post has made a recent change to
your mailing address, please notify us!
Contact Lacombe County by calling 403-782-6601.
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Help us promote

YOU!

Committee of the
Whole
7
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8

9
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Do you know a
business, person,
place or volunteer
you want to see
profiled in County
News?

County News
Published
21

22

23

24

25

26

Do you have a
photograph you want
to share?

27

County Council
9a.m.
28

Mar. 1

2

3

4

5

If so, email communications@
lacombecounty.com with your ideas,
photographs or stories.

6

We'd love to hear from you!

Lacombe County Directory

ROAD
MONITORING
Lacombe County has an
employee who drives the
county roads during the night
and calls out staff as needed.
County Operations supervisors
alternate road monitoring on the
weekends.

Follow us online for
the latest news!
/LacombeCounty
@LacombeCounty
www.lacombecounty.com

RR3, Lacombe Alberta T4L 2N3 www.lacombecounty.com

Department Numbers:

Main Office - 403-782-6601
Planning Services - 403-782-8389
Community Services - 403-782-8959
Operations - 403-782-8379
Public Works Shop - 403-782-3567

General
Toll Free from Eckville and Ponoka

403.357.1770

After Hours Emergency Answering Service

403.357.1210

Administration Fax

403.782.3820

Public Works Fax

403.782.5356

For Service Requests, see our website - or phone the switchboard at 403-782-6601

Senior Administration
Tim Timmons, County Manager
ttimmons@lacombecounty.com
Michael Minchin, Director of Corporate Services
mminchin@lacombecounty.com

Call 403-782-6601 to speak
with the County Manager
or with a Lacombe County
Director

Bill Cade, Director of Operations
bcade@lacombecounty.com
Dale Freitag, Director of Planning Services
dfreitag@lacombecounty.com
Keith Boras, Director of Community Services
kboras@lacombecounty.com

COUNTY
NEWS
is published by Lacombe County and printed by PostMedia.
If you have feedback or story ideas, please contact:
Nicole Plewis, Communications Coordinator
communications@lacombecounty.com
403.782.6601
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Council

Home

John Ireland, Division 1
Brenda Knight, Division 2

Cell
403.392.3981

403.788.2168

Barb Shepherd, Division 3

403.550.2168
403.340.9724

Paula Law, Division 4

403.784.3803

403.348.1755

Ken Wigmore, Division 5

403.782.2593

403.588.1222

Keith Stephenson, Division 6

403.748.2431

403.350.4940

Dana Kreil, Division 7

403.746.3607

403.358.9400

