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Lacombe County relaunches
Agricultural Guide
Updated, user-friendly Agricultural Guide emphasizes the importance of agriculture
sustainability within Lacombe County.
Lacombe County
Council recently
approved
an updated
Agricultural Guide
to help Lacombe
County producers,
residents
and other
stakeholders
easily find
agriculturespecific
information.
“Agriculture is
part of life in
Lacombe County,”
said Paula Law,
Lacombe County
Reeve. “We want to make sure it stays in the forefront,
today and in the future, and the Agricultural Guide is a
living document that will help ensure that.”
The guide is organized to easily assist agricultural
producers and the County’s rural community by collecting

policies, bylaws, legislation and County programming
directly related to Lacombe County’s agriculture industry.
This information is separated into six priority areas:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Development and Land Use
Water and Environment
Infrastructure
Weeds, Pests and Disease Management
Municipal Relations
Community Engagement

The document was initially created in 2016 in consultation
with County landowners and agriculture producers.
Feedback indicated that it was too technical and policyheavy, resulting in Lacombe updating the original
Agricultural Guide to make it more user-friendly and
helpful to readers.
“The Lacombe County Agricultural Guide reflects
Council’s vision and support for a sustainable and vibrant
agriculture industry,” said Dion Burlock, Manager of
Agriculture & Environmental Services.
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The guide is available on the Lacombe County website
(https://www.lacombecounty.com/index.php/agriculturalguide) and at the County Office.
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Visit www.LacombeCounty.com for updates, forms and information on
running for office and on the 2021 municipal election.

What to expect when running for municipal government?
Did you know that there is a municipal election
happening this October? If you’ve thought about
getting involved in your community, this is the time
to consider running for local government! New for
2021: Nominations will be accepted between now
and September 20, 2021.
Serving your community can be a rewarding
experience. There are many good reasons to run
for office—you might run to be actively involved
in the local decision-making process, contribute
your experience and knowledge to the community,
address issues or lead change in your community.

What makes a good candidate?
Many residents are eligible to run for municipal
office, but a question could be ‘Who should run
and what are some of the qualities most needed?’
Municipal Councils are traditionally best served by
residents who:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Have a sincere desire to make a positive
difference in their community;
Have a willingness to talk to, listen to and
understand the public and their interests;
Bring energy and enthusiasm to Council and
the community;
Are patient, as change takes time and the
engagement and commitment of others;
Have the time to commit to their
responsibilities;
Are team players who work well with others
and accept various opinions; and
Have passion for the community.

All candidates are advised to discuss with their
current employers their intention to run and how
this might affect their employment.

Time Commitment
Being elected to Council can equal a significant
commitment of time. It is important not to
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underestimate the amount of time required to be a
dedicated and effective Council member.
When elected, you will serve a term of office.
During this time you will need to attend:
•
•
•
•

Regular and special Council meetings;
Meetings of Council committees;
Meetings of other organizations as a
representative of Council; and
Community events.

Preparing yourself before you run
To better understand and prepare for the election
and potentially the position of Councillor, you can
undertake many activities to learn about municipal
government expectations of Councillors. You can
achieve this by:
•
•
•
•

Attend existing Council meetings and see
how they operate;
Review a copy of the Council’s strategic
plan and annual budget;
Speak to past Reeves and Councillors; and
Research areas of importance and become
more involved in the activities of the
community.

You should also develop a platform when running
for a position on Council. A platform consists of
the ideas, goals and beliefs you are campaigning
for. It lets the voters know what position you have
on issues. When developing your platform you
should:
•
•
•
•
•

Do research on prevalent issues;
Talk and listen to the residents including
youth and elders;
Take a stand on issues, but do not make
promises;
Not limit yourself to only one issue; and
Commit to standing behind certain
community (or even relevant provincial or
national) projects and issues.

Interested in running for
Council in Lacombe County?
Please visit our website at
www.lacombecounty.com and
look for the Elections 2021
tab.
Be sure to review the election
material on our website
to understand better what
you need to do BEFORE
launching your campaign

NEW for 2021
Municipal Election
May 1, 2021 was the start of the "election
advertising period". Lacombe County is
required to maintain a register of third parties who engage in election advertising (in
amounts of $1,000 and more).
Please note: The specific details are
found in the Local Authorities Election Act
(LAEA) Part 8 (Section 162 to 188.1).
It is recommended that all candidates
refer to the LAEA as they are responsible to ensure he/she is following proper
process with regard to advertising,
campaign contributions and expenses.
Failure to comply can lead to a penalty.
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COVID-19: What YOU need to know
While the office remains open, Lacombe
County is following AHS guidelines and
some County staff are working from home.
As such, the public is advised to call ahead to ensure the
staff member you are wishing to meet with is in the office.
All staff members are available via email and cell phone.
We ask that you consider using the following alternative service
options:
• Phone (403-782-6601)
• Email (info@lacombecounty.com)
• Online service request portal
• Facebook (@LacombeCounty)
Please use teleconference or video-conference tools whenever
possible to meet with staff. In-person meetings with staff can be
scheduled by contacting the employee directly, or by phoning
the main office line for assistance.

COVID-19 Vaccine
Information

COVID-19 vaccines help
prevent you from getting
infected and protect you
from getting severely sick
if you do get it. They are
safe, effective and save
lives.

STOP THE SPIKE - public health measures
New mandatory health restrictions are now in
effect province wide. Follow the rules to help stop
the spike of COVID-19 and protect the health
system.
Additional restrictions apply to communities
with high case rates - more than 50 cases per
100,000 people and 30+ active cases. Communities with lower active cases must continue to
follow all province wide restrictions. As of May 21,
Lacombe County is considered a high case area.
High case area restrictions:
• Outdoor gatherings limited to 5 people (no
more than 2 household cohorts is encouraged)
• Outdoor fitness, recreation and performance
activities are prohibited, except with household members or 2 close contacts if you live
alone
• Funeral services limited to 10 people (receptions remain prohibited)
• Places of worship limited to 15 people
• Personal and wellness services must close
• Retail stores limited to 10% of fire code capacity or 5 customers

•

Any workplace with transmission of 3 or more
cases must close for 10 days (work camps,
essential and critical services are exempt)

Province wide restrictions:
• Restaurants, pubs and cafes open for takeout
or delivery only
• K to 12 schools shift to online learning until
May 25
• All post-secondary learning shift to online
learning
• All indoor fitness facilities must close, including for 1-on-1 training
• Indoor sport, recreation and performance
activity is prohibited
ALL other restrictions to remain in place.
Visit www.alberta.ca for the latest information.
A more detailed list of these measures can
be found at https://www.alberta.ca/enhancedpublic-health-measures.aspx. Residents who
wish to report a violation of these measures
can submit a complaint to AHS public health
inspectors at 1-833-415-9179.

Albertans are being vaccinated as fast as supply
allows. This is happening
in phases so people most
at risk get it first. More
groups will be eligible as
we get more doses.
Everyone 12 and older
can get vaccinated now.
Book your shot at a
participating pharmacy,
through the AHS online
booking tool or call 811.
More appointments will
be added as we get more
doses.
Emerging evidence
shows first doses of the
vaccine are at least 80%
effective at preventing

severe illness. Second
doses are necessary to
ensure you're protected
for as long as possible.

Second doses are being administered up to
4 months later so all
Albertans over 18 can be
protected with the first
dose by the end of June.
This change is in line
with many other jurisdictions.
First and second dose
appointments are booked
separately. Reminders
to book second appointments will be issued.

UP-TO-DATE INFO
ON ALBERTA'S VACCINE PROGRAM is at
https://www.alberta.
ca/covid19-vaccine.
aspx
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SAFETY FIRST

Be aware: it's motorcycle season!
•
•
•

Be aware of motorcyclists on the road and give
them the space they need.
The weather is warming up and after a cold winter,
motorcyclists are gearing up to ride. Motorcyclists are
more vulnerable on the roads than motorists, as they
lack the protection of enclosed vehicles. Motorcyclists
and drivers alike are encouraged to keep an eye out
for each other and share the road safely.

Get up to speed about motorcycles:
• About two thirds of collisions involving
motorcycles result in death or injury.
• From 2012 to 2016, 3,247 motorcycles were
involved in casualty collisions.
• 163 people were killed and 3,356 were injured.
• 40% of motorcyclists involved in fatal collisions
were travelling at unsafe speed.
• Nearly half of motorcyclists involved in casualty

collisions committed an improper action. Running
off the road or following too closely were the most
common errors made by motorcyclists.
Head injury is a leading cause of death in
motorcycle crashes. A rider wearing a helmet is
37% less likely to die than a rider without one.
Younger motorcyclists (under the age of 25) are
more likely to be involved in casualty collisions
than older riders.
Most motorcycle collisions occur on dry roads and
in urban areas.

Safety tips for motorcyclists:
• Always drive at a speed appropriate for the
conditions.
• Follow all traffic laws and stay focused on the
road.
• Wear a helmet and other protective gear, such
as eye protection, a durable jacket, pants, and
gloves. Make sure your gear is comfortable and
weather-appropriate.
• Consider taking a motorcycle training course,
whether you’re a new rider or an experienced one
looking to refresh your knowledge and skills.
~From www.Saferoads.com

Alberta RCMP provide crime prevention tips to protect properties this spring
As we welcome spring weather across the province,
Albertans will start to spend more time outdoors away
from home, including at their seasonal properties.
In May 2020, there were 313 residential break and
enters and 39 seasonal property break and enters in
Alberta RCMP jurisdictions – these numbers are way
too high. Learning how to protect your property is
your best defence against crime. Reporting crime also
remains of utmost importance to help police find the
perpetrators.
Albertans can count on the RCMP to continue to
be fully committed to the safety and security of our
province during the pandemic. This includes adopting
our Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design
(CPTED) strategies.
Here are some questions to consider this spring,
whether you’re at home or at your seasonal property:
•

Are your front, back, and garage doors locked?

•

Are your outbuildings and shed locked?

•

Are your lawn mower, quad and tools stored in
a safe location?

•

Are your alarm system and motion sensor lights
active?

•

Is it obvious when you’re not home?
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•

Is your yard adequately lit?

YouTube (@RCMP-GRC Alberta).

•

Do you have a fence or natural barrier around
your property?

RCMP encourage the public to report any criminal or
suspicious activity to police. Reports tell us where to
look, who to look for, and where to patrol in the future.
If you see a crime in progress, dial 911. If you wish
to remain anonymous, contact Crime Stoppers at
1-800-222-8477 (TIPS), online at www.P3Tips.com or
by using the “P3 Tips” app available through the Apple
App or Google Play Store.

This month, follow our #9PMRoutine daily CPTED
tips. These tips may sound simple, but CPTED has
proven to discourage crime and promote security all
over the world. For more tips and crime prevention information, follow our social media accounts on Twitter
(@RCMPAlberta), Facebook (@RCMPinAlberta) and

Tax Installment

PAYMENT PLAN
Sign up TODAY

for the monthly plan.
Contact Lacombe County at (403) 782-6601 or
visit www.lacombecounty.com for more details.

Automatic
Budget-friendly
Simple
Convenient
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MIRROR CORNER
We love local
businesses!
We are looking for Mirror
businesses to feature in
the Mirror Corner.
If you operate a business in the Mirror
area and want to be profiled
in the County News, please email
communications@lacombecounty.com
with a write-up and photos of your
business.

We'd love to hear from you!

Did You Know? There is financial assistance available for
Seniors over the age of 65 for household assistance such as
housekeeping, snow removal, or grass cutting?

2021 Mirror Dog Tags

A license is required for all dogs in Mirror.
Dog tag renewals will be mailed out in
December. The fee is $30 for an altered
dog and $50 for an unaltered dog.
For more information please call (403)
782-6601 or visit www.lacombecounty.
com (County Services >Hamlet of
Mirror>Policies/Bylaws>Dog Control).

Friends of the Mirror Library Society

If you are interested in the library, we
invite you to join our Mirror Library Board.
Your interest and input are welcomed!

Mirror Royal Canadian Legion Branch
189 - 5015 50th Avenue

Meat Draws Saturday at 4 p.m. General
meetings second Sunday at 1 p.m. (unless
otherwise posted).

Mirror Skate Park

Located across the street by the
community hall. Meetings occur the
second Tuesday of month.

Mirror and District Museum

Meetings are on the first Monday of the
month at 7 p.m. Call 403-788-3828 for
more information.

CN Rail crossing delays

If you experience delays longer than 20
minutes at the Mirror rail yard crossing,
call CN Rail at 1-800-465-9239. Follow the
prompts and be ready to provide details
shown on the crossing signal mast to CN
personnel. Transport Canada may be
reached at 1-888-463-0521.

Special Needs Assistance for Seniors considers specific items that fall into one of
the following three categories:
Appliances/furniture | Health supports | Personal supports

MORE INFORMATION AT:
https://www.alberta.ca/seniors-special-needs-assistance.aspx
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CONSTRUCTION NOTIFICATIONS
ROUNDABOUT PLANNED FOR HIGHWAY 20
AND HIGHWAY 12, WEST OF BENTLEY
Alberta Transportation is planning to construct a
single lane roundabout at the junction of Highway
20 and Highway 12, west of Bentley to improve
both traffic safety and traffic capacity.
An online public information session is planned for
May 21, 2021 to July 9, 2021. Please visit
www.highway20-12roundabout.ca for more
information.
Questions and comments will be accepted up to
June 18, 2021 and can be submitted directly
through the online public information website or by
mail to the following address:
WSP Canada Inc.
7710 Edgar Industrial Court
Red Deer, AB, T4P 4E2
Attention: Hwy 20/12 Roundabout
Construction is tentatively planned for the Spring/
Summer of 2022.
KEY FEATURES:
• Simple, single lane roundabout design.
• Speed controlled through geometric features
that allow for safe and continuous traffic flow at
all times of the day.
• Fewer potential conflict points versus a
signalized intersection.
• Includes a traversable central island apron and
outer truck over-run area, which accommodates
heavy truck traffic, farm equipment and tractortrailer combination vehicles.

HWY 20/12
ROUNDABOUT
PRELIMINARY
CONCEPT

PROJECT BENEFITS
Improves Safety

Increases Traffic Flow

Increases Capacity

Reduces Queuing

Reduces Congestion

Range Road 23-5 Construction

Lacombe County construction crews
are working on Range Road 23-5
(from Highway 11 south 3.7 km to
Township Road 38-4). The project is
expected to run from April 26 to May
26, 2021 (weather permitting).

Please expect delays in this area and
drive with caution around construction
crews.

Improves Network
Efficiency

FAQs
Why is a roundabout being constructed at this
intersection? An Engineering Assessment and Feasibility
Study was completed in 2019 and confirmed that safety
improvements were warranted at this location. A Roundabout
was determined to be the most appropriate intersection type
due to improved safety and traffic capacity versus a standard
signalized intersection.
Are roundabouts safer than signalized intersections?
Yes, roundabouts have fewer conflict points and provide
additional safety features versus signalized intersections.
A study completed by the National Cooperative Highway
Research Program indicated a 35% reduction in total
collisions and a 76% reduction in collision related injuries,
after 55 intersections were converted to roundabouts.
Will large trucks fit through the roundabout? Yes, this
roundabout has been designed to accommodate heavy truck
traffic and oversized loads.
How will traffic be impacted during construction? An onsite detour will accommodate traffic and reduce potential
delays during construction.

Phase 2 Bridge Work - Highway
12 (west of Bentley)

Alberta Transportation has started
Stage 2 of a bridge construction project
on Highway 12, west of Bentley. Be
prepared for alternating traffic on the
westbound lane controlled by lights at
each end of the bridge. Traffic is expected to stop under two minutes each
time. The project is scheduled to run
from April 26, 2021 to August 30, 2021.

HWY 20/12
ROUNDABOUT
3D PRELIMINARY
CONCEPT

Visit: www.highway20-12roundabout.ca

Please drive with care around crews
and obey all signage.

Follow us online TODAY for current Lacombe County information
LacombeCounty
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@LacombeCounty

www.lacombecounty.com
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OPERATIONS
Public Hearing for Town of
Blackfalds/Water Act

The Environmental Appeals
Board has scheduled a hearing for the Town of Blackfalds/
Water Act (Approval Nos.
00387959-00-00 & 0039135900-00/0ur File Nos.: EAB
20-011-014 & 20-016) appeals
for June 14 and 17, 2021. The
hearing will take place via video
conference.
The deadline for applications
to make representations before
the Board was of May 6, 2021
(which was advertised on the
Lacombe County website).
Although the hearing will not be

open to the public for viewing,
the public can make a request
for a copy of the recording from
the hearing.
Please do not hesitate to
contact the Board if you have
any questions. They can be
reached toll-free by first dialing
310-0000 followed by 780-4276569 for Valerie Myrmo, Registrar of Appeals, and 780-4277002 for Denise Black, Board
Secretary. They can also be
contacted via e-mail at valerie.
myrmo@gov.ab.ca and denise.
black@gov.ab.ca.

ATTENTION
Grain Bag and Twine Recyclers in Lacombe County
Are you recycling your agricultural plastics and twine helping to promote
agriculture sustainability?

IT ONLY WORKS IF YOU RECYCLE RIGHT!!
Please ensure you are only recycling clean baler twine and/or grain bag plastic, to
ensure all product is accepted for recycle. See the following instructions below.

NO feed bags ~

NO grain totes

~

NO silage plastic ~

NO bale wrap

Understanding paved road
maintenance

The processes and procedures to
maximize the life of paved roads are
multi-pronged and it is very important
that the right procedure is used at the
right time. In the past, the County has
used various tools including:
• Rout and Seal – paved roads
develop cracks over time and
moisture seeps into the road bed
creating a wet subgrade which leads
to frost heaves and potholes. Rout
and seal is a maintenance procedure
that we use every year when the
cracks are widened enough for a
rubberized oil to be applied. The
rubberized oil expands and contracts
with the temperature allowing for a
continuous seal.
• Spray Patch – another procedure
used seal the surface of the road to
prevent moisture from entering the
road bed. This process is a mixture
of oil and gravel that is selectively
applied to areas that are too large for
the rout and seal.
• Graded Aggregate Chip Seal – this
is a process is used to seal and
protect the asphalt road surface.
It is planned for eight years after
the road is initially paved and it is
applied to the entire surface of the
driving lanes. This does not add
any structural strength to the paved
road, but it protects the asphalt from
drying out, which leads to potholes
and breakouts. This process is
projected to protect the asphalt
surface for seven years.
• Micro-surfacing – protects the
surface of a paved road. More costly
than graded aggregate seal coat, but
projected to last up to 10 years. It
can also be used to fill in wheel ruts
and improve drainage from the road
surface.

All of these procedures increase the life
of a paved road and reduce the need
for more costly repairs, like asphalt
overlays. The preventative maintenance
also ensures a high level of service to
our ratepayers by reducing lifecycle
costs of the paved road and providing
better driving surfaces.
The combination of all of these
procedures is a proactive approach to
ensure that we obtain the maximum
life out of a paved road. Generally,
the surfacing treatments are just good
business, that protects the investment of
our paved road system. The public might
not often know what or why the County is
doing these procedures and sometimes
get frustrated with the process and
inconvenience.
This is understandable and we feel
that if the general public is given the
information on the reasons behind the
procedures, it will allow people to be
forewarned and prepared for the project.
We hope that you will have patience and
understanding as we proceed to protect
and extend the life of the paved road
system.

Lacombe County’s Roadside Mowing Program starts soon!

Grain Bag Recycling

Requirements:
•

Agriculture producers who request grain bag recycling
services must provide one individual on site, capable of
assisting the rolling and collection operation.

•

Grain bags MUST BE FREE of grain, mud, dirt debris, and
vermin.

•

To ensure used grain bags are eligible for recycling, grain
bag collection services should be scheduled within one
week of grain extraction.

Twine Recycling

Lacombe County would like
to remind residents to please
be mindful about what is left
in the county ditches. We
ask that you move debris
Requirements:
completely away, or place
1. Shake
– Remove
as much
debris,fence
snow or ice as
possible.
debris
into
the
line,
Excessively dirty twine may be rejected, or subject to a
landﬁ
tipping fee or additional
charges at drop
.
to llprevent
damage
to oﬀthe
2. Bag – Place loose twine in a Clean Farms Twine Recycling
mowing
Bag
and tie bags to equipment.
close. Please do not knot the twine.
Clean Farms Twine Recycling bags are available free of
charge at Lacombe County oﬃce or Lacombe Regional
Waste Services Commission Transfer Sites.

These items could include:
• Fence Wire
• Telephone Wire
• Large Rocks
• Posts
• Any other material that
may cause damage
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ENVIRONMENT
Mooring Standard Update
Albertans shared their feedback on the draft Mooring
Disturbance Standard in May 2020 and from November
2 to December 14, 2020 through two online surveys. The
purpose of the disturbance standard is to set the maximum acceptable footprint for temporary seasonal docks,
temporary seasonal boat lifts and associated mooring
structures for personal recreational purposes on the beds
and shores of Alberta’s recreational lakes and rivers that
are public land owned by the Crown.
The disturbance standard creates a general permission
for most waterfront, semi-waterfront and municipal dock
owners and eliminates the need for them to apply for an
authorization if they abide by the standards.
For full details on the feedback and changes, visit Alberta
Environment and Parks at https://www.alberta.ca/mooring-standards-engagement.aspx.

What to know about drainage
and wetlands

Statutory Right to Divert Water

Under the Water Act, a person who occupies
land above groundwater or Allocation of Water
adjacent to a water body is entitled to divert
1,250m3 per year as a “household user” if they
do not have a municipal water source. Household uses include human consumption, sanitation, fire prevention and watering animals,
gardens, lawns, and trees. Household users
have the highest priority under the legislation.
Any “traditional agricultural user” who diverted
water prior to January 1, 1999 may continue
to divert up to 6,250m3 per year without a
license, approval, or authorization. A “traditional agricultural user” is someone who diverts
water for the purpose of
raising animals or applying pesticides to crops.
A traditional agricultural
user is not protected in the
priority sequence unless
they registered their use as
a farm unit with AEP prior
to 2003.

Making Changes to
Water on Your Land
Under the Water Act, all
water in Alberta is property
of the Crown, even if it is
located on private property.
This means that a landowner wishing to make
any alterations to the water
flow on their land should
contact AEP to obtain an
approval prior to beginning
the activity. This includes
any changes to drainage or
changes to the purpose of
a diversion, the installation
of tile drainage, infilling,
and the creation of dugouts, ditches, berms, and
water crossings. AEP will
examine aquatic effects
and possible impacts to
other users before issuing an approval. For more
information on Water Act
approvals, please call AEP
toll free at 310-3773 (within
Alberta) or 1-877-944-0313
(outside of Alberta).

Wetlands
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Wetlands include bogs,
fens, swamps, marshes
and shallow open waters.

The ownership of wetlands is determined by
the permanence of the wetland. The province does not claim ownership to the bed of
wetlands that are not reasonably permanent.
Implementation of Alberta’s Wetland Policy
began in 2015. The goal of Alberta’s Wetland
Policy is to avoid impacts to wetlands wherever
possible, and replace wetlands when permanent losses cannot be avoided.

Suspected Non-Compliance by Adjacent Landowner
If you suspect that an adjacent landowner’s
activities are impacting the water flow on your
land, the first step is to try to talk to the adjacent landowner to try to find an appropriate resolution. If you suspect the adjacent landowner
is not in compliance with the Water Act, you
may wish to start a file with the compliance and
enforcement division of AEP by calling the 24
Hour Environmental Hotline at 1-800-222-6514.
Landowners wishing to report an adjacent
landowner’s suspected non-compliance should
ensure their own activities are above reproach,
as the investigator will be examining all noncompliant activities on the affected lands.
It is important to understand that this process
will not necessarily render an immediate resolution to the issue, particularly if the call to AEP
is made during a busy seasons. Landowners
are encouraged to be patient and respectful
as the investigation takes place. Requests for
updates should be made through the 24 Hour
Hotline. If you suffering a losses or damage as
a result of someone else’s non-compliance with
the Water Act and you are seeking immediate
relief, you have the option of applying for an injunction to the Court of Queen’s Bench to order
the person stop the activity.

Powers of an AEP Investigator
Landowners should be aware that an inspector
or investigator with AEP has the right to enter
or gain access to any place, except a private
dwelling, for the purposes of the Water Act.
They must try to enter at a reasonable time and
give advance notice to the owner or occupant.
The investigator’s powers including requiring
that equipment be set into operation, taking
photographs or copies of documents, and making reasonable inquiries of people.
It is against the law to interfere with the work of
an inspector or investigator carrying out their
duties. As a landowner, you have the right to
ask for an identification card and an explanation of the powers and duties that they are
hoping to carry out. An inspector or investigator
must have the consent of the occupant to enter
a private dwelling.
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AGRICULTURE
What you "weed" to know about weeds in Lacombe County
Lacombe County's Weed Inspection
Program has begun. Our goal is to
protect productive, valuable and
sensitive lands within Lacombe County
from prohibited noxious and noxious
weeds, regulated under the Alberta
Weed Control Act that Lacombe County
enforces.
Prohibited noxious and noxious weeds
will:
• Reduce the habitat available
for native plant species, which
threatens species of insect, plant,
fish and animal that depend on
native plants.
• Reduce property values for
residents and agricultural
producers.
• Reduce production from agriculture
and other rural industries.
• Increase land management
expenses for counties, businesses
and property owners.
For further information in which apply
to all county landowners, check out the

Alberta Weed Control Act: https://open.
alberta.ca/publications/w05p
Alberta Weed Control Regulations
https://open.alberta.ca/
publications/2010_019
Who is in my field?
Nicole Baskier
is Lacombe
County’s
returning Weed
Inspector.
She will be
inspecting:
County, private,
and public lands
for prohibited
noxious and noxious weeds.

Commonly Asked Questions:
Can a weed inspector come onto my
property without my permission?
Yes, under the provincial Weed Control
Act, County Weed Inspectors have the
appointed authority to enter any private
property to monitor for noxious and
prohibited noxious weeds and enforce

compliance with the Act. They do not
need the homeowner’s permission to
do so. They are, however, restricted to
only outdoor lands and business hours.
Under the Weed Control Act, a person
shall not willfully obstruct or delay an
inspector in the exercise of their duties.

How does a weed inspector know
which properties to inspect?
Weed inspectors patrol within Lacombe
County's jurisdiction. They may decide
to inspect a property based on a
number of factors, including:
• a random inspection,
• a visual sighting from the roadway
• a reported sighting
• a known history of an infestation in
the area.
What is a Prohibited Noxious Weed
vs. Noxious Weed?

Get your Wild About Bees seed mix
& handbook

“ We know native pollinators are declining, but what is the best way to combat
this? Create more habitat!”
For $14.00, you can purchase a package of pollinator seed mix and a Wild
About Bees handbook.

ment of pollinator habitats, resulting in
the creation of the Wild About Bees Initiative, which focuses on educating and
encouraging the public to create quality
pollinator habitats.
The Wild About Bees
program will provide
participants with seeds
native to and suitable for the use in the
Lacombe County and
Central Alberta.

Each seed packages contains: 6 native
bunch grasses, 2 native clovers, and up to
40 native wildflowers
to the central Alberta
area. This seed mix
mimics a natural ecosystem.
Did you know: native pollinators benefit more from native
plants? Native plants
are their natural food
source in the wild. It is
advantageous to the native pollinator
populations for us to plant native species versus ornaments plants.
It is well known that native bees and
other pollinators species are on the
decline, mainly due to habitat loss.
Lacombe County has noticed a recent
interest in pollinators and the develop-

•
•
•

What you will find in
your handbook?
•
Site prep trips
for optimum success
•
How to create
a high quality
pollinator garden, specific for
native pollinators
Photo identification of all the species in your seed package
Lacombe County’s top 20 favorite
pollinators
Where to find further resources

Contact Lacombe County for a copy of
the Wild About Bees handbook and seed
package by calling 403-782-8959.

Prohibited Noxious weeds need to be
100% destroyed each year. They are
classified as detrimental weeds but
are not yet widespread in the province,
making total eradication possible.
Noxious weeds are widely spread
across Alberta, which may be difficult
to eradicate, but will alternatively be
managed every year to stop the spread.
More information
We are here to help! Ask us about plant
identification, weed control options, or
private herbicide applicators for hire. If
you have any questions or concerns,
contact Lacombe County's Agriculture
Department at 403-782-8959.
We have a list of noxious and prohibited
weeds on our website at: https://www.
lacombecounty.com/index.php/weedidentification-and-control.

Request for “No Spray” Areas
Lacombe County recognizes that some landowners/tenants are not in favor
of having County-owned roadside ditches adjacent to their property treated
with herbicides for weed control. To accommodate these landowner/tenants
Lacombe County will, at the request of the landowner/tenants, allow the option
of carrying out vegetation control on County right-of-way adjacent to their
property subject to the following conditions:
•

Landowner/tenant will complete a ‘No Spray’ request form and submit it
to the County’s Agricultural Fieldman prior to April 30 of that year. The
request is for a three-year term.

•

Landowner/tenant will control all Prohibited Noxious and Noxious weeds
as designed under the Weed Control Act before July 15 or as deemed
necessary by the Agricultural Fieldman for all years affected by the
agreement.

•

The County will control, by all means necessary, all Prohibited Noxious or
Noxious weeds not controlled by July 15.

•

All agreements will be automatically terminated should the control of
Prohibited Noxious and Noxious weeds not be carried out as stated in
condition 2, and future agreements will be at the discretion of the Agricultural Fieldman.

•

The County reserves the right to cancel any agreements and implement
any control deemed necessary at any time.

To Request a ‘No Spray’ Agreement or for further information,
please call 403-782-8959.
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AGRICULTURE
Last Crop Standing
Farmers can’t choose the cards
they’re dealt, but they do decide
how to play them. To farm, you
must be an optimist. Prepping,
planting and fertilizing the fields
for a successful growing season
takes a lot of patience, determination, courage and hope. But as the
saying goes “Hope is not a plan”.
Farmers have always been risk
takers as so much of farming is
reliant on six inches of topsoil and
a good rain. These risks can’t all
be eliminated, but we are gaining new tools and technology all
the time to help farmers manage
them.

Calvin Ireland

One of the most recent new tools farmers have at their
disposal is Plant Growth Regulators (also known as PGRs).
PGRs have been around for years in the greenhouse and
horticulture industries mainly as “growth promoters” but
are now making a name for themselves in agriculture as
“growth inhibitors”.
How PGRs work is by either suppressing or enhancing
the already naturally occurring hormones found in plants mainly auxin, cytokinin, abscisic acid, gibberellins. These
hormones are the plants way of responding to changing
environmental conditions, and are expressed through processes such as cell division, flowering, fruiting, senescence,
and dormancy. What this means for farmers in Western
Canada is that we now have the ability to control the growth
patterns of our crops and manage environmental risk.
Chemical manufacturers have been able to isolate these
hormones and achieve a desired crop response for a specific time in the growing season. The most recent example
of a PGR hitting the market in Canada is a gibberellin inhibitor called Moddus. Moddus is registered for use in oats,
wheat, but perhaps most notably, both feed and malt barley.
What Moddus accomplishes by suppressing gibberellin
production (applied at the 5-6 leaf stage) is a cereal plant
with a shortened stem height.
Stem shortening hormone products like Moddus offer farmers flexibility. In the case of malt barley, quality is king. A
flattened/lodged crop can mean sprouts, and sprouts mean
the kernels won’t germinate in the malting process resulting in rejection of the product from its intended market. On
the other hand, in feed barley farmers are always trying to
walk the line between applying enough nitrogen fertilizer to
achieve high yields, but not too much that it grows too tall
and falls over, leaving the swather unable to scrape it off
the ground. Lodging no longer has to be our limiting factor.
PGRs like Moddus take one variable out of the equation.
With commodity prices sky high and barley acres on the
rise there is no better time to maximize the crop’s potential
from a risk that is now within our control. Control what you
can; manage what you can’t.
Submitted by Calvin Ireland C.C.A.,
Central AB Co-op (Lacombe) Agronomist
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Research into the state of rural health has identified several health and well-being disadvantages faced by rural people
which negatively impact their quality of life. The Sustainable Farm Families Rural Health Initiative aims to remedy many
of these disadvantages by providing rural Albertans who participate in this program with 3 annual, in-depth physical &
mental health assessments. In addition to these health assessments, participants are educated about each aspect of the
assessment to ensure they fully understand each of their measurements and know how to better manage their health
and well-being. Those who participate in this program are only asked to commit 1 hour of their time each year over the
course of the 3-year program.
The preventative approach used by the Sustainable Farm Families Rural Health Initiative takes seemingly healthy people
living in rural communities and seeks to either uncover undiagnosed conditions or confirm their healthy status. Since
2014, the Farm Safety Centre has delivered over 135 SFF workshops to more than 1,300 participants across the province.
Participant feedback from our external evaluations have identified that 97% of SFF participants felt the workshops were
a good investment of their time and that 92% recommended the program to others.

What you can expect in your one-on-one personal health assessment with our Registered Nurses:
•

Blood Pressure

•

Muscle Mass

•

Blood Sugar

•
•

Cholesterol

•

Basal Metabolism

•

Diabetic Risk

Metabolic Age

•

Body Water Percentage

•

Triglyceride Levels

•
•

Visceral Fat

•

Bone Density

•

Oxygen Saturation

Body Mass Index

•

Mental Health Assesment

•

Eyesight

SFF workshops are currently being delivered in rural communities throughout Alberta. For more information about this
program or to schedule a workshop for your community or organization please contact Keylan Kado. If you would like to
register for an existing workshop in your community, please visit www.abfarmsafety.com.
Keylan Kado| Program Manager
Sustainable Farm FamiliesTM Alberta
programs@abfarmsafety.com
Office: (403) 752-4585 | Cell: (403) 330-3967

YOU MUST REGISTER TO ATTEND
THIS WORKSHOP!
• Call: 403-752-4585
• Email: programs@abfarmsafety.com
• Online: https://www.abfarmsafety.com/
workshop_bookings/booking-2/
• Scan the QR code (right)

Lacombe County
Rural Health Initiative
June 1st, 2021
To scan the QR code,
open the camera on
your phone/tablet,
and have it focus
on the QR code. The
link will appear on
the screen for you to
click on to register
for this workshop.

May 21, 2021 - County News

AGRICULTURE
Verbenone for Mountain Pine Beetle pest control
Verbenone (trimethyl-bicycloheptenone) is a semiochemical.
In relation to mountain pine beetle
(MPB), verbenone acts as an antiaggregation pheromone.
MPBs aggregate in large numbers
when colonizing host pine trees.
The types and rates of pheromones
released by beetles during this
phase of attack influences the level
of attack on a given tree. At the beginning of an attack, chemicals produced by infested trees and by the
beetles attract additional beetles of
the same species. As the number of
MPB approaches the maximum that
the tree can support, the beetles in
the tree release verbenone to repel
newly arriving beetles.
Verbenone is also synthetically produced and commercially available.
It can be deployed in small plastic
pouches to help protect pine trees
from MPB attack. Verbenone has

been most effectively used to protect hi-valued trees over a relatively
small area when beetle population
pressure is low to moderate. Areas
of use may include: backyards,
resorts, campgrounds, woodlots,
ornamental plantings, genetic sites,
species at risk, forest stands of high
ecological or social value etc.
For more information on Verbenone,
its effectiveness and proper use,
visit:
• Government of Alberta website: https://www.alberta.ca/
mountain-pine-beetle-preventfurther-spread.aspx
• Verbenone use guidelines
https://open.alberta.ca/
dataset/90030dce-5fd54f1b-a897-2846e80fb313/
resource/1bebb919-6585474f-a6f3-bd2803313a69/
download/2010-verbenone-useguidelines-april-2010.pdf

FOR RENT
Pasture Sprayers

Lacombe County Agriculture Services Has
Pasture Sprayers for County Residents to Rent

Whether you work in acres or hours,
take time to enjoy each day!
Share the road | Drive with care | Have patience
Let's all make it home safely this spring season!

Watch out for slow-moving
farm vehicles
Driving a moving truck or an
oversized load? If you get on
the highway and must drive
under the speed limit, here's
what to do:
• Move to the right lane
when safe to do so
• Drive as close to the right
curb or edge of the roadway as possible

•
•
•

Avoid overtaking or passing another vehicle
Be cautious when turning
left at an intersection or
into a driveway
If a traffic control device
directs slow moving traffic
to use a specific lane,
drive only in that lane

RENTAL RATE - $50.00/DAY
DEPOSIT - $200.00 (deposit refundable when sprayer returned in good condition)
 Pull type - 400 gallon water capacity, 20 gallon/acre coverage
 Designed for spraying range and pasture in rough terrain
 Has additional hand gun system and fence line spraying nozzle
 Simple to operate
 Can be pulled by trucks OR tractors

To book a sprayer, please call
403.782.8959
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SUBDIVISION & DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY
Do you have
questions
about
subdivision or
development
activity?

SUBDIVISION & DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY
April 1, 2021 to April 30, 2021
Development Applications Received
No.

Contact Us:
Lacombe County
Planning Services
(403) 782-8389
planning@
lacombecounty.com
Dale Freitag
Director of
Planning Services
Cajun Paradis
Senior Planner
Peter Duke
Planner / Development
Officer
Allison Noonan
Planning Services
Administrative Assistant
Chelsey Teers
Planning Services
Receptionist
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No.

File No.

Applicant

Legal Description

Proposed Development

Decision
(otherwise pending)

1

53/21

Reginald & Sheila McIlwain

Lot 6 Block H Plan 912 3256
(Rosedale Valley)

Dwelling, Single Detached
(Replacement)

Approved

2

54/21

Stellarwood Developments Inc.

SE 18-40-25-W4M

Shop w/Residence

Approved

3

55/21

Kevin Kallis

Pt. SE 23-39-1-W5M

Campground, Intermediate
(Renewal, Kountry Camping)

Approved

4

56/21

Wendel & Sharon Toews

Lot 5 Block 1 Plan 102 3182
Unit 7 Condo Plan 162 2594
(Wild Rose Commercial Park)

Office
(Dynamo Electric Ltd.)

Approved

5

57/21

Rick & Lori Sparrow

NW 26-40-3-W5M

Home Based Business, Major
(Grizzly Energy)

Approved

6

58/21

Best Buy Housing

Unit 126 Condo Plan 202 1689
(Degraff's RV Resort)

Cottage Model

Approved

7

59/21

David & Kathryn Holowachuk

Unit 98 Condo Plan 142 2139
(Sandy Point RV Resort)

Cottage Model with deck, shed,
and wood storage box

Approved

8

File No.
60/21

Applicant
Callaghan Construction

Legal Description
Lot 6 Block B Plan 3735MC
(Brighton Beach, Gull Lake)

Proposed Development
Dwelling, Single Detached
w/attached garage

Decision
(otherwise
pending)
Approved

9

61/21

Colin Poffenroth

NE 12-40-02-W5M

Addition to Dwelling

Approved

10

62/21

Lacombe Corn Maze Inc.

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 142 2388
(Pt. SE 21-40-27-W4M)

Grain Bin Gazebo

Approved

11

63/21

Kraay Family Farm

Lot 1 Plan 942 3636
(Pt. NE 21-40-27-W4M)

Sign

Approved

12

64/21

Bullseye Contracting Ltd.

Lot 34 Block 5 Plan 856MC
(Birch Bay, Gull Lake)

Addition to Cabin

Approved

13

65/21

David Reid & Gail White

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 072 1456
(Pt. SE 19-39-27-W4M)

Dwelling, Temporary Family Care

14

66/21

Slopes Development Ltd.

Lot 45 Block 5 Plan 152 4826
(The Slopes, Sylvan Lake)

Dwelling with attached garage

Approved

15

67/21

Slopes Development Ltd.

Lot 47 Block 5 Plan 152 4826
(The Slopes, Sylvan Lake)

Dwelling with attached garage

Approved

16

68/21

Hopkins Construction (Lacombe)

NW 21-41-27-W4M

Sand and Gravel Extraction
and Processing
(Renewal, Expansion)

17

69/21

Ross Duncan

SW 26-39-04-W4M

Dwelling

Approved
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File
No.
19

Applicant

Legal Description

Proposed Development

Decision
(otherwise pending)

18

70/21

Marleentje Steeneveld

NE 3-41-27-W4M

Addition to Dwelling

Approved

19

71/21

Dwayne & Holly Gaudry

Pt. SW 05-39-03-W5M

Addition to Porch
Sunroom

20

72/21

Aggregate Design Studio Ltd.

Lot 10 Block 1 Plan 142 5076
(South Aspelund Industrial Park)

Eagle Builders
Addition to Building

No.

21

73/21

McGonigal Signature Homes

Pt. SE 16-39-28-W4M

Dwelling

22

74/21

Gary & Erynn Rice

Lot 20 Block 5 Plan 932 2650
(New Saratoga, Gull Lake)

Dwelling, Single Detached
Covered Deck
Home Based Business, Major
(Renewal, Mike’s Mobile Small
Engine Repair)

23

75/21

Mike Furman & Vivian Gresham

Pt. NW 11-40-27-W4M
(Lacombe Lake Estates)

24

76/21

Michelle Eadie

SW 28-41-27-W4M

Recreation Facilities, Outdoor
(Prairie Dog Sports Inc, Pool)

25

77/21

Harold & Jeannie Miskey

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 082 4263
(Pt. SW 33-40-01-W5M)

Recreation Facilities, Outdoor
(Off-leash Dog Park)

File No.
78/21

Applicant
Phillip & Shannon Rodney

Legal Description
NW 10-40-03-W5M

Proposed Development
Dwelling

27

79/21

Kenneth Brian Forster

Lot 4 Block 2 Plan 074 0315
(Lakeview Estates)

Addition to Shop
Lean-to

28

80/21

Western Production Services

Lot 2 Block 2 Plan 142 5076
(Aspelund Industrial Park)

Contractor Business
(Heavy Equipment Sales
& Rental)

29

81/21

Kathleen Hendersen

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 062 6404
(Pt. NE 9-39-23-W4M)

Setback Relaxation
(Existing Structures)

No.
26

Lacombe County MP
/ MLA contact info
Approved

Approved

Decision
(otherwise pending)

Approved

Subdivision Applications Received
File
No.

Applicant

Legal Description

Proposed Subdivision

30

S-013-21

Bemoco Land Surveying Ltd.

Pt. NE 4-39-23-W4M

Fragmented

31

S-014-21

One Tree Ltd. & Living Water Inc.

Lot 4 Block 1 Plan 172 1203
(Pt. NW 27-40-26-W4M)

1st Parcel Out

No.

Mr. Blaine Calkins
MP for Red Deer - Lacombe
Phone:(587) 621-0020
Toll-Free: 1-800-665-0865
Fax: (587) 621-0029
Website: https://blainecalkinsmp.ca/
Mr. Ron Orr (UCP)
MLA for Lacombe - Ponoka
Phone: (403) 782.7725
Toll-Free: 1.800.565.6432
Fax: (403) 782.3307
Email: lacombe.ponoka@
assembly.ab.ca
Mr. Jason Nixon (UCP)
MLA for Rimbey-Rocky Mountain
House-Sundre
Phone: (403) 638.5029
Fax: (403) 638.0035
Email: rimbey.rockymountainhouse.
sundre@assembly.ab.ca
Mr. Devin Dreeshen (UCP)
MLA for Innisfail-Sylvan Lake
Phone: (403) 865.7580
Toll-Free: 1.888.655.2535
Email: innisfail.sylvanlake@
assembly.ab.ca

Decision
(otherwise pending)
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Explore Lacombe County
through Geocaching

Tel: 403 342 2500
Fax: 403 343 3070
www.bdo.ca

BDO Canada LLP
Suite 100 179D Leva Avenue
Red Deer County AB T4E 1B9
Canada

Independent Auditor’s Report
To the Members of Council of Lacombe County
Opinion

June is Recreation & Parks Month (JRPM).
Lacombe County's geocaching program will
help you explore the many amazing places in
our County.
June is Recreation and Parks Month (JRPM) is a fun and
exciting way to celebrate recreation, culture and parks and all
of the activities we love to do solo or with our families, friends
and neighbours! Lacombe County offers an abundance of
opportunities for everyone, including a number of recently
created spaces. To help you explore Lacombe County, we have
15 geocaches hidden in our boundaries, at many County parks,
communities and trails within our boundaries.
What is geocaching?
Geocaching is a real-world, outdoor treasure hunting game
using GPS-enabled devices. Participants navigate to a specific
set of GPS coordinates and then attempt to find the geocache
(container) hidden at that location.

We have audited the consolidated financial statements of Lacombe County and its controlled or owned
organizations (the Group), which comprise the consolidated statement of financial position as at
December 31, 2020, and the consolidated statement of operations, consolidated statement of changes
in net financial assets, and consolidated statement of cash flows for the year then ended, and notes to
the consolidated financial statements, including a summary of significant accounting policies.
In our opinion, the accompanying consolidated financial statements present fairly, in all material
respects, the consolidated financial position of the Group as at December 31, 2020 and its consolidated
financial performance and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with Public Sector
Accounting Standards.
Basis for Opinion
We conducted our audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. Our
responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit
of the Financial Statements section of our report. We are independent of the Group in accordance with
the ethical requirements that are relevant to our audit of the consolidated financial statements in
Canada, and we have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with these requirements.
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for
our opinion.
Responsibilities of Management and Those Charged with Governance for the Consolidated Financial
Statements
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these consolidated financial
statements in accordance with Public Sector Accounting Standards, and for such internal control as
management determines is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free
from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.
In preparing the consolidated financial statements, management is responsible for assessing the Group’s
ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and
using the going concern basis of accounting unless management either intends to liquidate the Group or
to cease operations, or has no realistic alternative but to do so.
Those charged with governance are responsible for overseeing the Group’s financial reporting process.
Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Consolidated Financial Statements

What do I need to go geocaching?
You will need a GPS device or a GPS-enabled phone so that
you can navigate to the cache. You can also get a Geocaching.
com membership (if you want to find more than Lacombe
County's caches), but we have posted the GPS Coordinates for
our caches at www.lacombecounty.com.

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the consolidated financial statements
as a whole are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s
report that includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee
that an audit conducted in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards will always
Independent
Auditor’s
- continued
detect a material misstatement when it exists.
Misstatements can
arise fromReport
fraud or error
and are
considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence
the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements.

Where can I learn more about geocaching?
Geocaching has been around for many years. You can learn
all about it at www.geocaching.com/guide, or search for
"Geocaching 101".



Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the consolidated financial statements,
whether due to fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and
obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk
of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from
error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the
override of internal control.

Where can we find Lacombe County's geocaches?
If you're at one of our parks, day-use areas, trails or hamlets,
there might be a geocache near you! We have hidden caches
throughout the County at:
• Sunbreaker Cove boat launch
• Ray's Pond (near Eckville)
• Anderson Park
• Sandy Point Beach
• Kuhnen Park
• Mary & Cliff Soper Natural Area
• Mirror
• Tees Fishing Pond
• TransCanada Trail
• Lacombe County Office
• and many more locations!



Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures
that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the
effectiveness of the Group’s internal control.



Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting
estimates and related disclosures made by management.



Conclude on the appropriateness of management’s use of the going concern basis of accounting and,
based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or
conditions that may cast significant doubt on the Group’s ability to continue as a going concern. If
we conclude that a material uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor’s
report to the related disclosures in the financial statements or, if such disclosures are inadequate,
to modify our opinion. Our conclusions are based on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of
our auditor’s report. However, future events or conditions may cause the Group to cease to continue
as a going concern.



Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the consolidated financial statements,
including the disclosures, and whether the consolidated financial statements represent the
underlying transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair presentation.



Obtain sufficient appropriate audit evidence regarding the financial information of the entities or
business activities within the Group to express an opinion on the consolidated financial statements.
We are responsible for the direction, supervision and performance of the group audit. We remain
solely responsible for our audit opinion.

Visit www.LacombeCounty.com for more details
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As part of an audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards, we exercise
professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit. We also:

We communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the planned
scope and timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in
internal control that we identify during our audit.

Chartered Professional Accountants
Red Deer, Alberta
April 22, 2021

May 21, 2021 - County News
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Lacombe County

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

Consolidated Statement of Financial Position
December 31

2019

2020

December 31, 2020
10. Accumulated Surplus

Financial assets
Cash and cash equivalents (Note 1)
Investments (Note 2)
Taxes receivable (Note 3)
Accounts receivable (Note 4)
Inventories for resale (Note 5)

58,480,440 $ 63,804,733
20,119,068
23,749,705
573,290
292,218
9,226,702
5,668,940
436,567
443,405

$

88,836,067

93,959,001

2,917,447
1,180,201
1,724,301
6,910,252

2,407,904
1,165,563
2,103,961
9,617,994

12,732,201

15,295,422

76,103,866

78,663,579

297,432,533
6,445,060

295,919,406
6,749,269

303,877,593

302,668,675

Net financial assets
Non-financial assets
Tangible capital assets (Note 8)
Prepaid expenses and inventories of supplies (Note 9)

$ 379,981,459 $ 381,332,254

Contingencies and commitments (Note 19)
Liability for contaminated sites (Note 20)
Funds held in trust (Note 21)

Lacombe County

Consolidated Statement of Operations
For the year ended December 31

Budget
2020

2020

2019

Revenues
$ 31,411,180 $ 31,423,528 $ 31,303,213
Taxation - net (Note 12)
Taxation - other (Note 13)
775,000
989,582
1,153,666
Government transfers (Note 14)
10,322,220
10,076,224
5,859,746
Sales, user charges and costs recovered
2,315,600
2,196,467
2,239,571
Sales
other governments
1,219,720
1,516,541
Theto
accompanying
summary of significant accounting policies and notes are
an integral part of these
financial statements 941,159
Permits, licenses, fines, penalties and rentals
574,170
728,658
738,487
3
Interest, royalties and patronage allocations
1,340,820
1,404,140
2,010,207
Gain on sale of tangible capital assets
929,942
935,994
Contributed assets
498,911
2,267,543
Development levies
87,500
155,194
(49,078)
Other
26,570
83,057
532,771
48,072,780
Expenditures (Note 15)
General government
Protective services
Transportation services
Environmental services
Cemetery
Social and family services
Recreation and cultural services
Planning and development
Agriculture services
Write-down of tangible capital assets
Loss on sale of tangible capital assets

Deficiency of revenue over
expenditures

Equity in tangible capital assets
Equity in other non-financial assets
Unrestricted surplus
Restricted surplus (Reserves) - detail below

2019

$ 297,432,533 $ 295,919,406
6,445,060
6,749,269
427,878
427,604
75,675,988
78,235,975
379,981,459

381,332,254

Restricted surplus (Reserves)

Liabilities
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities
Employee benefit obligation (Note 6)
Deposit liabilities
Deferred revenue (Note 7)

Accumulated surplus (Note 10)

2020

50,002,244

47,933,279

Main Road
20,900,264
17,795,375
Public Works Equipment
13,347,291
12,493,719
Municipal Facilities
2,287,501
1,378,338
Airport Capital
37,657
17,747
Assessment Equipment
8,980
Planning Equipment
4,150
Protective Services
4,779,179
4,322,519
Gravel
2,878,039
2,678,039
Subdivision Pavement
4,243,411
3,933,051
Land Development
444,201
416,437
Recreation Capital Assistance
2,730,712
3,200,464
Funds in Lieu of Reserve Land
1,157,826
1,083,874
Subdivision Road Development
1,900,116
1,519,273
Agriculture Equipment
996,601
895,726
Peace Officers Equipment
192,255
111,055
Disaster Services
500,000
500,000
Hamlet Street Improvement
298,936
Lacombe232,616
County
Tax Rate Stabilization
4,147,000
4,147,000
Notes to Consolidated
Financial Statements
Shared Fire Funds
165,081
268,457
Lake Access
937,357
859,857
December
31,of2020
Hamlet
Mirror Utility System
261,721
214,514
Community Aggregate Levy
2,768,387
4,358,164
Water - Waste Water
1,754,641
6,484,738
New Pavement
373,368
846,845
16. Municipal
Employees Pension Plans and Retirement Benefits (continued)
Trails
424,573
454,848
Bridge
3,667,876
5,708,318
Alberta Urban Municipalities Association Municipal Supplemental Employee Retirement Plan
Shores Water-Sewer
42,406
42,406
The County is a participant in the Alberta Urban Municipalities Association MuniSERP
Slopes Water-Sewer
53,125
53,125
retirement plan, a multiple-employer defined benefit plan. The County has made this plan
Operational
3,800,131
3,642,778
County is
available
to certain employees to enrol as members. The benefit
liability to the318,500
Cemetery
344,360
calculated
an individual
member basis. This plan provides a 53,430
supplemental retirement
Lakeviewon
Estates
Water
47,028
defined
benefit
to employees based on their length of service and 175,413
rates of pay. 211,164
Gull Lake
Stabilization
2020
2019
75,675,988
78,235,975
Employer contributions
$
39,853 $
36,605
The investment in tangible capital assets represents amounts already spent and invested in
The
accrued benefit
as at
31, 2020 assets
was $90,963
(2019amounts
- $67,114).
The
infrastructure.
The liability
investment
in December
other non-financial
represents
already
December
2020use.
wasReserve
over funded
by $23,146
(2019
unfunded
benefit
liability
as at
spent and
invested
in supplies
for31,
future
funds represent
funds
set -aside
by
$1,672).
bylaw or council resolution for specific purposes.

17. Remuneration Disclosure
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Disclosure of remuneration for municipal officials, the chief administrative officer and
designated officers as required by Alberta Regulation 313/2000 is as follows:

Benefits &
Allowances

Compensation

Total
2019

Total
2020

5,816,540
3,223,558
30,362,475
2,774,452
68,260
384,690
3,118,109
1,056,220
1,221,426
-

6,037,180
2,705,783
29,852,846
3,244,653
45,700
459,693
4,374,069
844,600
1,046,526
2,671,771
70,218

6,610,126
2,421,155
30,431,259
6,339,882
55,527
349,384
2,567,224
1,163,488
1,106,761
1,678,848
140,383

Councillors:
Division 1
Division 2
Division 3
Division 4 - Reeve
Division 5
Division 6
Division 7

48,025,730

51,353,039

52,864,037

Council Compensation: includes base pay and per diem.

(4,930,758)

Council Benefits and Allowances: includes the County's contribution for health, dental and
insurance benefits, convention expenses, and mileage paid for attending meetings and other
Council functions.

47,050

(1,350,795)

Administration:
County Manager
Designated Officer

$

52,914
66,883
52,717
66,287
58,029
50,750
56,062
254,696
149,595

$

12,085
12,030
6,334
10,533
7,464
6,906
10,930
61,296
9,848

$

64,999
78,913
59,051
76,820
65,493
57,656
66,992
315,992
159,443

$

77,495
86,206
75,485
93,952
85,904
69,850
77,374
316,874
154,984

County Manager and Designated Officer Salary: includes regular base pay.
Accumulated surplus, beginning of year
Accumulated surplus, end of year

381,332,254

381,332,254

386,263,012

$ 381,379,304 $ 379,981,459 $ 381,332,254

County Manager and Designated Office Benefits and Allowances: includes the County's
contribution for Canada Pension Plan, Employment Insurance, health, dental and insurance
benefits, pension, professional memberships, tuition and mileage.
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
April 8, 2021
PUBLIC HEARING – BYLAW NOS. 1334/21 AND
1335/21
A public hearing was held for Bylaw Nos. 1334/21 and
1335/21. Bylaw No. 1334/21 is a bylaw of Lacombe
County to amend the Lacombe County Municipal
Development Plan Bylaw No. 1238/17 as it relates
to general regulations and district requirements.
Bylaw No. 1335/21 is a bylaw of Lacombe County
to amend the Lacombe County Land Use Bylaw No.
1237/17 as it relates to general regulations and district
requirements.
Bylaw Nos. 1334/21 and 1335/21 were given second
reading and third reading and so finally passed.
COVID-19 UPDATE
Council was provided with an update on the latest
COVID-19 statistics and the Province's ongoing
mandatory restrictions as well as the Province’s
vaccine protocol moving forward.
For the most current case information, vaccination
progress, and restrictions, visit https://www.alberta.ca/
covid-19-information.aspx.
SANDY POINT DEVELOPMENT
Council approved Development Permit Application No.
36/21 submitted by Delta Land Co. Inc. for permission
to construct a 960 ft2 Marina and/or Boat Rental
& Automotive Gas Bar on Lot 8 Block 2 Plan 142
2146, Pt. S1/2 12-41-01 W5M subject to a number of
conditions.
CORPORATE SERVICES POLICY REVIEW
Following a review of Lacombe County’s current
Corporate Services administrative policies, Council
adopted Policy AD(23) Internet and Email Use and
Policy AD(38) Surveillance Cameras as amended.
Council Highlights & Minutes
can be found on our website
under the ‘Council’ Link on
the main page - or scan the
QR code (left) with your
smartphone!

Regularly Scheduled
Meetings for Lacombe
County Council
Committee of the Whole
First Tuesday of every second month at 9 a.m.
Council & MPC
Second and fourth Thursday of every month,
starting at 9 a.m..
The public and media are welcome to attend
all Council & MPC meetings. An agenda
will be posted to the website prior to the
meeting.

By Council resolution Michelle Eadie was appointed
as the Lacombe County Returning Officer for the 2021
municipal election.

COAL ENGAGEMENT SURVEY
Council completed and endorsed the Province of
Alberta’s initial survey to receive public engagement
on a new, modern coal policy for Alberta as submitted.
STRATEGIC PLAN REVIEW
The Lacombe County 2021 Strategic Plan Review will
be held on April 29, 2021. The Plan will be reviewed
by Council and the Department Directors as well as
staff members.

VESTA ENERGY
A presentation by Vista Energy Ltd. representatives
on their initiatives, current and future activities within
Lacombe County was received for information by
Council.
LACOMBE CITY POLICE SCHOOL RESOURCE
OFFICER PROGRAM
Cst. Rueben Geleynse, Lacombe City Police
School Resource Officer, provided an overview
of the programs and initiatives he provides in the
elementary, junior and senior high schools within
Lacombe in his role as the School Resource Officer.

COUNCILLOR ORIENTATION TRAINING
As per Council resolution the following Councillor
orientation training will take place following the
October 18, 2021 municipal elections:
•

County Management staff led Councillor
Orientation Training session - October 25, 2021.

•

Reynolds Mirth Richards and Farmer
customized training workshop for new and
returning Lacombe County elected officials November 2, 2021.

LACOMBE CURLING CLUB – LETTER OF
SUPPORT
Lacombe County will provide the Lacombe Curling
Club with a letter in support for their application to
the Red Deer Summer Games Legacy Fund for
grant funding for the purchase of new Trefor granite
curling stones and new electronic coaching analysis
equipment.

Lacombe County is holding
a PUBLIC HEARING
and you’re invited...

Thursday, June 10 @ 9:00 am

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE
COUNTY’S LAND USE BYLAW

In Person: Lacombe County Office,
Council Chambers

BYLAW 1341/21

Located 2½ miles west of Highway 2 at the
intersection of Spruceville Road and Highway 12.

To change the zoning of approximately 10.00 acres (4.05 hectares)
of land legally described as Block 5 Plan 982 4269, Pt. NE 01-41-01W5M, within the development known as Sandy Point RV Resort,
located on the west side of Gull Lake. The request is to rezone
from Recreation ‘PR’ District to Recreational Vehicle Resort ‘R-RVR’
District.

Members of the public are welcome to attend the meeting in
person, however please note all public health guidelines will
be followed.

Virtual Meeting: Zoom
Meeting ID: 835 9347 6720
Join Zoom Meeting with a phone: 587-328-1099
Join Zoom Meeting with a computer/laptop:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83593476720

The zoning change has been requested to allow the developer
to expand the recreation equipment storage compound on the
property, which is not permitted under the current Recreation ‘PR’
District zoning.

Personal ID: if you do not have a Personal ID, select
# to continue

HOW DO I COMMENT?

This public hearing will be live-streamed through Zoom
and members of the public are welcome to attend
virtually. The public will be able to listen/observe the
entire meeting, but like in face-to-face meetings, there
will only be certain times that the public can comment.
Anyone wishing to speak via Zoom will have to indicate
that they wish to speak:
By phone: Hit *9 to indicate you would like to speak
By computer: Use the “Raise Hand” option on
Zoom

Dale Freitag, RPP, MCIP
Director of Planning Services, Lacombe County
Email: planning@lacombecounty.com
Phone: 403-782-8389
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APPOINTMENT OF RETURNING OFFICER

Policy AD(3) Recovery of Taxes on Property Not
Related to Land was rescinded by resolution of
Council.

Anyone wishing to comment on the proposed zoning change will
have an opportunity to do so at a public hearing. If you are unable
to attend the hearing, written submissions can be made to the
County. You will, however, need to ensure that your comments
are received by the County prior to the date of the hearing. Your
comments can be sent by:
EMAIL planning@lacombecounty.com,
FAX 403-782-3820, or
MAIL RR 3, Lacombe AB, T4L 2N3.
All submissions will be public information.
For more information, please contact Planning Services at
403-782-8389 or visit the County’s website at:
www.lacombecounty.com

May 21, 2021 - County News

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
April 22, 2021
COVID-19 UPDATE
Council was provided with an update on the latest
COVID-19 statistics and the Province's ongoing
mandatory restrictions and the vaccine program.
OPERATING SURPLUS & RESERVE
ALLOCATIONS
By resolution of Council, the 2020 operating budget
surplus was allocated as follows:
Bridge Reserve 		

$ 2,285,000

Unrestricted Surplus

$

Total 			

$ 2,285,274

274

LACOMBE COUNTY AGRICULTURAL GUIDE
The goal of the Lacombe County Agricultural Guide
is to contribute to the sustainability of the Agricultural
Industry and ensure that Agriculture is a consideration
in future land use planning and policy development
within the County. A recent review of Guide provided
for a complete rewrite of the document to make it
more user friendly. The Guide was endorsed by
resolution of Council as presented.
CORPORATE SERVICES POLICY REVIEW
Following a review of Lacombe County’s current
Corporate Services administrative policies, Council
adopted the following policies as amended:

a full-time Economic Development Officer position,
for Council’s consideration at the time of budget
deliberations.
LACOMBE COUNTY 2020 FINANCIAL
STATEMENTS
Council approved the Lacombe County 2020 Financial
Statements, which reflect the 2020 surplus and
reserve allocations.
ROAD PLAN 2266EO – ROAD CLOSURE &
CONSOLIDATION & SALE
By resolution of Council, the County Manager was
directed to proceed with the process to close Road
Plan 2266EO. This proposal will be circulated to
interested parties for comment, and further, a report
on the comments and cancellation request will be
presented at the May 27, 2021 Council meeting.
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
In addition to receiving the notes of the April 6, 2021
Committee of the Whole meeting for information,
Council also reviewed the following items from that
meeting:
RCMP PRESENTATION

Policy AD(5) Automated Payment Approvals

The presentation provided by Staff Sgt. Martin,
Sgt. Holliday, Superintendent Stewart, Staff
Sgt. Meyers, and Sgt. Dueck was received for
information.

Policy AD(6) Use of Lacombe County Credit
		
Cards

BILL 48 - RED TAPE REDUCTION
IMPLEMENTATION ACT, 2020

Policy AD(8) Land Sales – Hamlet of Mirror
Policy AD(26) Risk Control
Policy AD(27) Corporate Identity Guidelines

The discussion with regard to Bill 48 will be
brought forward at a future meeting when further
information is available.

LAND SALES – HAMLET OF MIRROR

OIL & GAS TAXES

The County Manager was directed to prepare a report
regarding the incorporation within Policy AD(8) of
a one-year building commitment on County-owned
properties sold within the Hamlet of Mirror.

The County Manager was directed to prepare a
report identifying options for recovering taxes from
operating oil and gas companies.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OFFICER
POSITION
The County Manager was directed to include
provisions in the County’s 2021 final operating budget
for an Economic Development Program, including

CPO CODE OF CONDUCT
The Peace Officer (Ministerial) Regulation sets out
a minimum code of conduct required of authorized
employers and these items must be included within
the employer’s policy. The amended CPO Services
Policy EN(4) Code of Conduct was adopted by
Council as presented.

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP AWARD
SELECTION COMMITTEE
The Environmental Community Engagement Policy
includes the Environmental Stewardship Award
which awards $1,500 to a Lacombe County resident
who practices environmental conservation and
sustainability on their property.
The successful nominee is selected by a Committee
composed of the Environmental Coordinator, one
Councillor, and one member of the public at large. By
resolution of Council, Mrs. Kreil was appointed to the
Selection Committee.
RMA VIRTUAL ENGAGEMENT SESSION
Council will attend the RMA District 2 Virtual
Engagement Session being held on May 17, 2021.
SYLVAN LAKE COMMUNAL SEWAGE PROJECT
The Sylvan Lake Communal Sewage Project is
scheduled for completion in the fall of 2021. A oneyear extension for hook-up to the line was approved
by Council in 2020, due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Linda Shaw and Jane McCruden provided a
presentation with regard to requests from several
residents of Kuusamo Krest that the requirement date
for hook-up to the line be extended to the fall of 2022
or later.
Ms. Shaw and Ms. McCruden commented on the
many hardships residents have encountered over the
last year, resulting in economic hardship due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The County Manager was directed to prepare a report
regarding the request to extend the hook-up date to
the fall of 2022 or later. This report will be presented
for Council’s consideration at a future Council
meeting.
SUMMER VILLAGE OF GULL LAKE RIPARIAN
PROJECT
Mayor Linda D’Angelo and Chris Simard provided
a presentation on the Summer Village of Gull Lake
Riparian Project. The County Manager was directed
to prepare a report regarding the re-alignment of a
road allowance to provide lake access as part of the
Riparian Project. This report will be presented for
Council’s consideration at a future Council meeting.
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Ellis Bird Farm opens May 24
Our opening day
is May 24 and the
staff at Ellis Bird
Farm are excited to see our visitors again! We’ve
been busy ramping up for the season! Our grounds
staff have been planting, weeding, watering, mowing
and cleaning. Indoors, we’ve been preparing our gift
shop, organizing, cleaning and planning. The birds
are moving in and starting their nests. In fact, we’ve
already found some mountain bluebird nests with
eggs, and there are some recently hatched goslings
wandering around the site! The beavers have been
busy. Our farm tenant has been out in the field getting
his crops planted. The goats and chickens will arrive
soon. Summer is coming!
Our gift shop will be open, and this year, we are
welcoming several local vendors that create
handmade products. Prairie Pottery Studio, based
near Tees, makes incredible, one of a kind, country
style pottery. You can find creative crafts and naturethemed cards by Card Construction from Red Deer.
Rock ‘n’ Wood out of Lacombe has wood and epoxy
items like beautifully hand-crafted cutting boards and
crib boards. There’s gorgeous metal and glass work
decorations from Pachamama Décor out of Bentley.
Holmehus Antiques, “the farm with the good food”

near Red Deer will have farm fresh eggs, and unique
antiques for sale in our gift shop. A local beekeeper
who has had hives at Ellis Bird Farm for the past ten
years will provide us with honey to sell, and we will
have sunflower seeds from a local farm. As usual,
you’ll also be able to find nest boxes, bat houses, bird
feeders, bird feed, and a large selection of books by
Myrna Pearman. A large selection of last year’s gift
shop inventory will be on sale for up to 50% off!
Our dipping pond is a great spot to look for aquatic
invertebrates, our enormous collection of mountain
bluebird boxes can be found throughout the site, our
purple martin colony is made up of seven condos in
two different locations, and there are paved walking
paths throughout the main site, and a 2 km walking
trail to the West Woods.
You can find our 2021 event schedule up on our
website. Visitors must register for events including
workshops, walks, talks and children’s programs on
our website at www.ellisbirdfarm.ca, and events are
subject to COVID-19 restrictions. Our two-hour KneeHigh Nature programs (geared towards ages 3-8) are
planned to run through the summer on Wednesdays
and Fridays. Junior Naturalist programs are four
hours in length, will occur most Saturdays, and are

ADOPT A NEST
FUNDRAISER

For a minimum $100 donation, you can adopt a nest at
Ellis Bird Farm! We’ll send
you 3 letters describing
the progress of your nest
with accompanying photos
throughout the season. You
could also receive video
footage of the nest or an
in-person tour! All proceeds
go to educational programming and research at Ellis
Bird Farm. Please register
by May 31 at www.ellisbirdfarm.ca.

Photos taken by Amy Jin
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aimed at two different age groups (3-8 or 9-13).
Parents must register their children by calling 403885-4477 or registering online.
The Ellis Café will be closed, with a targeted opening
date of July 1. In the meantime, visitors are welcome
to bring picnic lunches with them. There are several
picnic tables throughout the site.
Despite COVID-19 restrictions, we are planning to
open safely so that our visitors can have an enjoyable
outdoor experience. Visitors are encouraged to
maintain social distancing, use hand sanitizer, and
wear masks indoors. Our buildings will be closed
to the public, except for the Visitor Centre, but we
hope that as the summer marches on and COVID-19
vaccinations increase, restrictions will ease, and
more of our buildings will be opened for your viewing
pleasure. We do not encourage gatherings of more
than 2 cohorts and 5 people, per Alberta Health
Services restrictions. There is plenty of space for
people to walk around the site freely and safely.
We look forward to seeing you soon!
Article submitted by Ellis Bird Farm

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

We need volunteers to
help feed our beavers! We
also have opportunities for
volunteers to help with our
bluebird trail research and
do bat surveys. If you are interested, email your resume
to info@ellisbirdfarm.ca. No
experience required, and
training will be provided.

ELLIS BIRD FARM
SCHOLARSHIP

Ellis Bird Farm awards a
scholarship each year to
a grade 12 student in the
Wolf Creek School Division
who expresses an interest in the environment or
conservation. Funding for
this scholarship comes from
the Charlie Ellis Memorial
Reserve. The deadline for
applications is May 31, and
more information and how to
apply can be found at www.
ellisbirdfarm.ca/high-schoolscholarship.
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Radon screening kits
available through PRL
In partnership with the Alberta Lung
Association (with support from Health
Canada), Parkland Regional Library is
offering Radon Screening Kits as an
addition to other materials patrons can
borrow.
What is Radon?
Radon is an invisible, odourless gas that
comes from the breakdown of uranium
in the ground and can build up in homes
undetected. Exposure to radon gas is the
second leading cause of lung cancer.
What is in the Radon Screening
Kit?
The kit includes a Corentium Home
electronic monitoring device and an
instruction booklet. More information on the
Radon Screening Program can be found on
the Alberta Lung Association website.

available from May 1st to September 30th
as they are not effective at screening
during the warmer months.
We also ask once you have borrowed the
Radon Screening Program to complete
the anonymous online survey. We want to
continue to further educate the public about
radon levels in Alberta and to continue
to improve on this program! Thanks for
your help in creating a world free of lung
disease!
For more information, contact:
Jen Kendall, MLIS
Consultant Librarian
Phone: 403.782.3850 ext 228
jkendall@prl.ab.ca

Where do I put the screener?
The Corentium screening device should be
placed in rooms at the lowest level of your
home where you and your family spend a
lot of time for at least 7 days. Putting the
device near a window, door or air vent, or
in direct sunlight , may impact the reading.
Borrowing a Kit
Interested in borrowing a Radon Screening
Kit? Visit your local library and ask a staff
member for more information, or visit the
online catalogue and search for Radon.
These kits have a 3 week loan period.
Please note that the kits will not be

19

CountyNews
News- -August
May 21,
County
18,2021
2017

Library Smart Hubs Now Available through Parkland Regional Library
Parkland Regional Library System has partnered with
TELUS and we are proud to launch the Library Smart
Hubs lending program. 28 TELUS Smart Hubs, generously donated by TELUS, have been added to the
Parkland collection in addition to the other materials
patrons can borrow from our libraries.

digital divide has become more obvious not only for
those who know how to use technologies, but also for
those who have access to technology. Parkland libraries provide unlimited Internet access to all Parkland
residents and educate the public on new technologies
and resources.

TELUS Smart Hubs are devices that allow users to
connect to the Internet freely. You simply plug the
device into an electrical outlet, log in to the WI-FI network, and use the Internet on your personal device.

Ron Sheppard, the Director of Parkland says “this
program is an example of how libraries have adapted
to the digital age and to the pandemic. Libraries have
grown and are as unique and versatile as the communities we serve.”

The need for affordable, reliable, Internet access has
only been heightened by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Virtual interactions are now a necessity for connecting with friends and family, performing job interviews,
working from home, and much more. Additionally, the

About the program
The Library Smart Hubs will circulate across the region so that everyone can access the service. Patrons

from all walks of life will be able to use these devices
so long as they have TELUS cellphone reception.
The Library Smart Hubs can be checked out at any
Parkland library. Each device can be put on hold and
checked out for a period of one week. To place a hold
on a Library Smart Hub, follow these simple instructions:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Visit your library’s website
Search for Library Smart Hubs
Click Place Request
Login with your library barcode information
Select your pick-up location/ home library
Click submit

Your request will be placed in queue and you’ll be
notified when the device is ready for pick up.

Alberta RCMP urge safety
during May long weekend

Business and Community Awards:
Public invited to submit online

Every year the May long weekend is the unofficial kickoff to
summer for many Albertans. Whether it’s by car, motorcycle or
RV, people across the province will hit the road for a weekend
away, and before they do, the RCMP has a reminder for drivers.

The ‘Farm Family of the Year’
award recognizes a Lacombe
County family whose main business is in agriculture. It can be
a dairy farm, a wheat farm or
anything in between as long as
the family operates within the
County.
The Lacombe and District Chamber of Commerce
is pleased to announce that online nominations
are now open for the 2021 Business & Community
Awards Gala.
The public is invited to nominate a business, individual or farm family until July 2nd. The categories
are: Business of the Year, Non-Profit of the year,
Farm Family, Citizen of the Year, Lifetime Achievement and People’s Choice for Customer Service
(Individual and Business).
The public will be able to vote online for their ‘People’s Choice’ in individual and business categories
from July 23rd to August 27th.
The nominees and award winners will be recognized
during a virtual event during Small Business Week in
October. Community members and business leaders
are invited to participate by registering for a complimentary ticket to the event (more details and registration information to come).
The 2021 Awards Committee continues to seek
sponsors to participate.
Nomination forms, award category descriptions and
guidelines can be found on our website at www.
lacombechamber.ca
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Nominees should be involved in
their community through volunteerism and philanthropy; have
multiple generations actively
working in the business; be
pursuing new and innovative
technology; be committed to
doing business and buying locally when possible and have an
interest in finding new ways to
educate future generations about
agriculture.
Nominations can be made by
any individual or group, with final
decisions on the award recipient being made by the selection
committee comprised of chamber board directors. Nominees
participate in an interview or will
provide a completed questionnaire to the selection committee
outlining their participation in the
above-mentioned categories.

Our focus for the weekend will be to encourage Albertans to
buckle up, slow down, put the cell phone away and enjoy the
ride into summer. Traffic enforcement will be ramped up over
the long weekend, with officers focused on impaired drivers,
distracted drivers, speeders and seat belt compliance.
We want people to get where they are going, enjoy their time
there, and get back home again – without collecting speeding
tickets or impaired driving charges along the way.
With many people headed out camping on the Victoria Day
weekend, police will also be on patrol in provincial parks and
wilderness areas. Campfire safety, drinking in public and ATV
driver safety will be on officers’ radar.
Everyone knows that drinking and driving is a no go.
Everyone needs to realize that drinking too much in any setting
can be dangerous – especially when campfires, boats and
ATVs are involved.
Driving safety tips to prevent a deadly long weekend
•
•
•
•

Get plenty of sleep before a long drive.
Plan routes to allow more attention on travel safely.
Remember all Canadian provinces have banned the
use of hand-held communications devices behind the
wheel.
Keep a safe following distance between vehicles.

When summer is in full bloom and families are setting their
sights on the August long weekend, meaning traffic safety is
key on Alberta’s highways.
For those looking to get out to vacation destinations after work
on Friday and back home on Monday, the police services in
Alberta are reminding travellers to keep safety in mind. According to statistics, May, August and September long weekends tend to be the deadliest weekends based on all previous
studies.
Summer also means road construction so please remember
to slow down to 60 km/h when passing highway construction
zones and all emergency vehicles. Above all – Please do not
drink and drive.
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First Step Adult Education supports
adult education in Central Alberta
The FIRST STEP Adult Education Center
is excited to announce that Student #1600
has recently registered in their Academic
Upgrading Program. He joins an alumni of
committed adult learners who have taken
the first step toward completing their High
School Diploma, or the prerequisite courses
necessary for entrance into university, college and/or apprenticeship programs.
The AB ED Accredited Private High School
for Adults opened its doors in downtown
Lacombe on May 1st, 1998. For 23 years,
it has been a center for Adult Learning, Career and Education Counselling, as well as
providing Invigilation Services for many who
are enrolled in online courses at postsecondary institutions across Western Canada.
The principal and owner, Audrey Herman,
wants to recognize the efforts of a dedicated
staff, and celebrate the accomplishments
of her current and past students – many of
whom have met significant challenges in
completing their courses while working and/
or parenting.
“The longevity and success of the FIRST
STEP program is in recognizing that some

adults have little chance of success in a
traditional classroom and need a more
individualized program to meet their academic goals. Small classes and one-on-one
tutoring with our dedicated staff enables
the adult learner to return to learning in a
friendly, supportive environment. Due to the
COVID restrictions, a community celebration of the students’ achievements may
have to wait a bit, but we would love to hear
from past students: where has that first step
taken you?”
The FIRST STEP Adult Education Center
is currently accepting registrations for High
School Courses starting in September.
AB WORKS Grants and Bursaries may be
available for tuition and books, but due to
restricted capacity, seats may be limited.
More information can be found on The
FIRST STEP Center Website: firststepcenter.ca -or phone (403) 782-5040. “We are
looking forward to another great year, helping adult learners take the first step toward
attaining their education and career goals.”
~ Submitted by the FIRST STEP
Adult Education Center

21

CountyNews
News- -August
May 21,
County
18,2021
2017

AROUND THE COUNTY

WHAT WE DO

Alix and Area Community Resource Centre

Highlights
Alix Mirror Wellness Supports Society AGM- All are
welcome to attend the Annual General Meeting on
Thursday, May 27 @ 7:30 PM, via Zoom.
Aging In Your Community- Senior services are
available if you need help to learn about health
and social supports for yourself or a loved one. Our
Resource Navigators can help with creating a plan
that can give greater control over independence
and quality of life. Call to book an appointment.
Family Programs- Do you need some extra
guidance and help as a parent or for your
children? Numerous resources can be accessed
for ages 0-18, contact us to learn more.
Watch for upcoming Park n Play
dates in Alix, hosted in
partnership with Lacombe FRN.
Community
Alix and Area

Resource Centre

Sign Up For Tutoring ServicesThe Extended Learning Program
is now offered and includes tutoring
services for students. Contact us, for more
information or to sign-up. A free service with inperson or online options. Study space and
technology support is available.

Monday to Thursday

ATTENTION
On behalf of the Bentley & District Agricultural Society directors, we
are announcing the cancellation of the following events for the 2021
Bentley Fair and Rodeo.
2021 Bentley Rodeo & Cabaret | Bench Show | Fun Zone

Services
Available

***Other events are still being evaluated at the time***

Information &
Referral
Resource Navigation
Volunteer Services
Family Wellness
Meals on Wheels
Home Support
Community Services
Adult Learning
Alix Food Bank
alixmirrorwellness@gmail.com
Follow us on Facebook
@AlixandAreaCommunity
ResourceCentre
www.alixcrc.com

10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

*Closed all statutory holidays*
Bay 1, 5008 50 Ave, Alix, AB

403-396-3369

New Marilyn Sharp 4-H Scholarship honours active community member
Scholarship offered by MEGlobal & Dow Canada until 2025
4-H Alberta is proud to announce that the newlyestablished Marilyn Sharp 4-H Scholarship will be offered for the first time this Fall to deserving Members
entering post-secondary studies. The scholarship is
made possible by generous donations from MEGlobal
and Dow Canada, in recognition of Marilyn’s longtime volunteer contributions as a member of their
Community Advisory Panel.
“MEGlobal is incredibly proud to participate in the
establishment of the Marilyn Sharp 4-H Scholarship,”
said Trish Thompson, MEGlobal Public Affairs Manager. “Marilyn has been one of the most dedicated
members of the Prentiss Site Community Advisory
Panel (CAP) for more than 25 years. Her insightful
questions and suggestions on behalf of site neighbours and the region have made a big impact on how
our companies operate and communicate with our
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stakeholders. She has always been a vocal advocate
for education and agriculture, so this scholarship is a
perfect way to recognize Marilyn for her service to the
CAP and to the community.”
Offered as part of 4-H Alberta’s Provincial scholarship
program, the $1,000.00 scholarship will be offered
until 2025 and will be made available to 4-H Members from the West Central Region. The scholarship
is awarded based on academic achievement, overall
4-H achievement and public speaking participation.
4-H Alberta is honoured to be able to facilitate this
scholarship on behalf of MEGlobal and Dow Canada,
in recognition of Marilyn’s contributions to 4-H and
her community.
About Marilyn Sharp:
Marilyn Sharp (PHEc, BHE) has been involved with
4-H since the fall of 1964, when she began working
as a District Home Economist with Alberta Agriculture. Sharp was the first woman elected President of

Canadian Western Agribition and Chair of Agriculture
and Food Council of Alberta and continues to mentor young women seeking similar positions. Sharp
served with MEGlobal and Dow Canada as a Community Advisory Panel member for 25 years and in
2005 received the Alberta Centennial Medal for her
service to the people of Alberta. Sharp continues
to be actively involved in her community, even into
retirement.
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The perfect place for people to connect.
•
•

The LMC offers space to host:
training/workshops
licensed markets

•
•

meetings
weddings

*When it’s safe to do so*
Visit www.lacombe.ca/lmc or call 403-782-6668
Home of Anna Maria’s Cafe, Mary C. Moore Public
Library and Lacombe & District FCSS.

LACOMBE ROTARY
LOBSTER DINNER
2021 DRIVE THRU EDITION
June 11, 2021
Pick up: 5:30 - 7:30 PM

Lacombe Memorial Centre Parking Lot

TICKET PRICE: $60
INCLUD ES: LOBSTER, BAKED POTATO , COLESLAW, BUN, DESSERT

HTTPS://LACOMBEROTARYLOBSTER.EVEN TBRITE.CA

Proceeds go to Rotary Projects
FB: @LacombeRotary
@RotaryLacombeDaybreak
rotarylacombe@gmail.com
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JUNE 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

30

31

June 1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

18

19

Help us promote

YOU!

Do you know a
business, person,
place or volunteer
you want to see
profiled in County
News?

County Council
9:00AM
13

20

14

15

21

22

16

23

17

24

25

Do you have a
photograph you want
to share?

26

County Council
9:00AM
27

28

29

30

July 1

2

3

CANADA DAY
(Office closed)

We'd love to hear from you!

100-YEAR FARM FAMILY RECOGNITION

Lacombe County Directory

Lacombe County celebrates the
contributions of local farm families who
have worked in Lacombe County
through generations with the 100-Year
Farm Family program.
To get your sign, contact Lacombe County
(403-782-6601). Participants will have the
option of sharing the history of their farm through the County
News and social media channels.

Follow us online for
the latest news!
/LacombeCounty
@LacombeCounty
www.lacombecounty.com

RR3, Lacombe Alberta T4L 2N3 www.lacombecounty.com

Department Numbers:

If you have feedback or story ideas, please contact:
Nicole Plewis, Communications Coordinator
communications@lacombecounty.com
403.782.6601
24

Main Office - 403-782-6601
Planning Services - 403-782-8389
Community Services - 403-782-8959
Operations - 403-782-8379
Public Works Shop - 403-782-3567

General
After Hours Emergency Answering Service

403.357.1210

Administration Fax

403.782.3820

Public Works Fax

403.782.5356

For Service Requests, see our website - or phone the switchboard at 403-782-6601

Senior Administration
Tim Timmons, County Manager
ttimmons@lacombecounty.com
Michael Minchin, Director of Corporate Services
mminchin@lacombecounty.com

Call 403-782-6601 to speak
with the County Manager
or with a Lacombe County
Director

Bill Cade, Director of Operations
bcade@lacombecounty.com
Dale Freitag, Director of Planning Services
dfreitag@lacombecounty.com
Keith Boras, Director of Community Services
kboras@lacombecounty.com

Council

COUNTY
NEWS
is published by Lacombe County and printed by PostMedia.

If so, email communications@
lacombecounty.com with your ideas,
photographs or stories.

Home

John Ireland, Division 1
Brenda Knight, Division 2

Cell
403.392.3981

403.788.2168

Barb Shepherd, Division 3

403.550.2168
403.340.9724

Paula Law, Division 4

403.784.3803

403.348.1755

Ken Wigmore, Division 5

403.782.2593

403.588.1222

Keith Stephenson, Division 6

403.748.2431

403.350.4940

Dana Kreil, Division 7

403.746.3607

403.358.9400

