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Lacombe County Council approves 2021
Final Budgets & Tax Rates
At its May 27, 2021 meeting, Council approved the Lacombe County 2021 operating and capital budgets and
tax rate bylaw. Taking into consideration the challenging
year residents and businesses faced, Lacombe County
Council voted in favour of a 0% increase in municipal tax
rates for all property classes. This is the second year in a
row that Council has frozen municipal tax rates.
“Maintaining the services our ratepayers expect is crucial,
and Lacombe County continues to be focused on reduced
spending and smarter spending,” said Lacombe County

Reeve Paula Law. “We recognize the uncertainty felt by
our ratepayers caused by many factors, especially over
the past year, and did not want to add to their stress by
increasing municipal tax rates.”

2021 Municipal Tax Rates

The 2021 tax rate changes for Lacombe County, the provincial Policing Levy, Alberta Education, and the Lacombe
Foundation are below.
(Article continues on Page 3, details on Page 14-15)
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Reeve Law not running in the 2021 Municipal Election
Long-time Lacombe
County Reeve Paula Law
recently announced that
she would not seek reelection in 2021. Reeve
Law has represented Division 4 of Lacombe County
for 11 years and, during
that time, has acted as
Councillor, Deputy Reeve,
and Reeve.
“I feel honoured and privileged to serve as Division
4 Councillor and Reeve
for Lacombe County, and this decision was not an easy
one to make,” said Reeve Law. “From my fellow councillors to the staff at Lacombe County – this has been one of
the best experiences of my life, but I feel that it is my time
to move on and let someone with new ideas, thoughts and
energies guide Lacombe County in the years to come.”
Reeve Law was first elected to Lacombe County Council
in 2010 and was appointed as Deputy Reeve in 2011. In
2013, she was appointed Lacombe County Reeve and
has been elected by Lacombe County councillors for eight
terms. During her time on Council, Paula sat on numerous
committees and boards, including chairperson of the Ag

Service Board, vice-share for the Lacombe Foundation,
and past chair of Lacombe Regional Tourism. She will continue her work as Reeve until the 2021 Municipal Election
in October.

COVID-19 Updates

22-23 Around Lacombe County
www.lacombecounty.com

Reeve Law encourages any Lacombe County resident
to consider running for council this year. Her decision not
to seek re-election coincides with long-time councillors
Deputy Reeve Ken Wigmore (Division 5) and Councillor
Keith Stephenson (Division 6).
“It is the perfect time for new visionaries to join the Lacombe County Council and to make a true difference to
their community,” she said.
If you are interested in running for municipal office and
want to learn more, visit https://www.lacombecounty.com/
index.php/election-2021. Interested persons have until
noon on Nomination Day (September 20, 2021) to file their
papers with Lacombe County.
“I want to say once again – thank you to my constituents,
fellow councillors and staff at Lacombe County. This was
not a decision that I take lightly. I have always tried to work
hard, to do the best I can, but most of all, to do what was
right. And I sincerely hope I have achieved those goals.”
Learn more about the 2021 Municipal Election and
how YOU can get involved on Page 2.
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Visit www.LacombeCounty.com for updates, forms and information on
running for office and on the 2021 municipal election.

What to expect when running for municipal government?
Did you know that there is a municipal election
happening this October? If you’ve thought about
getting involved in your community, this is the time
to consider running for local government! New for
2021: Nominations will be accepted between now
and September 20, 2021.

Time Commitment

•

Being elected to Council can equal a significant
commitment of time. It is important not to
underestimate the amount of time required to be a
dedicated and effective Council member.

•
•

Serving your community can be a rewarding
experience. There are many good reasons to run
for office—you might run to be actively involved
in the local decision-making process, contribute
your experience and knowledge to the community,
address issues or lead change in your community.

When elected, you will serve a term of office.
During this time you will need to attend:

What makes a good candidate?
Many residents are eligible to run for municipal
office, but a question could be ‘Who should run
and what are some of the qualities most needed?’
Municipal Councils are traditionally best served by
residents who:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Have a sincere desire to make a positive
difference in their community;
Have a willingness to talk to, listen to
and understand the public and their
interests;
Bring energy and enthusiasm to
Council and the community;
Are patient, as change takes
time and the engagement and
commitment of others;
Have the time to commit to their
responsibilities;
Are team players who work well with
others and accept various opinions;
and
Have passion for the community.

All candidates are advised to discuss with
their current employers their intention
to run and how this might affect their
employment.
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•
•
•
•

You should also develop a platform when running
for a position on Council. A platform consists of
the ideas, goals and beliefs you are campaigning
for. It lets the voters know what position you have
on issues. When developing your platform you
should:

Regular and special Council meetings;
Meetings of Council committees;
Meetings of other organizations as a
representative of Council; and
Community events.

Preparing yourself before you run
To better understand and prepare for the election
and potentially the position of Councillor, you can
undertake many activities to learn about municipal
government expectations of Councillors. You can
achieve this by:
•

Review a copy of the Council’s strategic
plan and annual budget;
Speak to past Reeves and Councillors; and
Research areas of importance and become
more involved in the activities of the
community.

Attend existing Council meetings and see
how they operate;

•
•
•
•
•

Do research on prevalent issues;
Talk and listen to the residents including
youth and elders;
Take a stand on issues, but do not make
promises;
Not limit yourself to only one issue; and
Commit to standing behind certain
community (or even relevant provincial or
national) projects and issues.

Lacombe County Electoral Division Map
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Watch for Property Tax Notices!
Lacombe County mailed out
property tax notices in early June.
If you haven’t received your tax
notice by JULY 15, 2021, please
contact Lacombe County at:
(Phone) 403-782-6601
(Email) info@lacombecounty.com

Council approves 2021 final
budgets & tax rates (continued)
Effective April 1, 2020, the Province
began charging all municipalities for
policing costs. In 2021, municipalities
are responsible for 15% compared to
10% in 2020. This proportion increases
annually, topping out at 30% after
year four. Council has directed to fund
the policing cost by a uniform tax rate
applied against all taxable properties.
This tax rate will appear on the County’s
property tax notices.
Education taxes represent 49% of the
2021 tax bill for residential property
owners in Lacombe County and 40%
of the 2021 tax bill for non-residential
property owners.
Based on the new rates, 2021 property
taxes on a $400,000 residence in
Lacombe County will be $2,115.20,
increasing $19.16 from 2020.
Residential property owners who
experienced a decrease in the market
value of their properties of greater
than 2.06% will see a reduction in their
property taxes.
Please note: the property tax
payment deadline is Sept. 30, 2021.
Budget Details
The 2021 operating budget of
$68,879,560 includes $12,460,850 in
requisitions for the Lacombe Foundation
requisition, designated industrial
property requisition, and the Alberta
Education Requisition. In addition to
including the final requisition estimates,
several minor changes have been made
to the operating budget as part of this
final approval. Highlights of include:
•

Reduction of WCB costs as a result
of lower premiums and Partnership
In Injury Reduction rebate –
($79,270)

•

Inclusion of the Agriculture Services
Board Resource Management
Grant to reflect reinstatement of
grant program – $60,000

•

Increase in water surface leases –
$15,000;

•

Additional COVID-19 expenses
funded by MOST funding $187,750;

•

Addition of Economic Development
position and expenses - $80,820;

Council also approved amendments
to the $19,981,430 capital budget.
Changes include:
•

Addition of paving of Township
Road 39-0, omitted in the interim
budget - $230,000;

•

Addition of emergency repairs on
Bridge File 1477 - $330,000;

•

Addition of IT upgrades to Council
Chambers and Joffre Room $35,100

•

Addition of the Sunbreaker Cove
Wastewater line - $750,000

The capital budget also included:
•

Road projects for 2021 - $12.6
million

•

Bridge projects, including both
replacements and engineering $4.4 million

•

Equipment and vehicle
replacements - $2.2 million

•

Construction contribution to the
Sunbreaker Cove Wastewater
Project - $750,000

Maximizing Value for Residents
Lacombe County Council directed
that municipal tax rate increases be
as low as possible while still providing
sustainable funding for operating and
capital expenses in the year ahead
and ensuring that Lacombe County
infrastructure, assets and services are
maintained at appropriate levels.
“The 2021 operating budget, capital
budget, and municipal tax rates have
been established in a manner which
provides for the continued delivery of a
high level of services and programs for
our citizens in the most cost-effective
manner possible,” said County Manager
Tim Timmons.

Lacombe County wants to know
how YOU stay safe on a farm. Instead of Farm Safety Day, we are
inviting Lacombe County students
in aged 9-18 to send us their Farm
Safety Videos.
•
•
•

•

Videos must be between 60-90 seconds in length
Contest runs between June 1, 2021
and August 30, 2021
Email, hand in a USB, or electronically transfer your video to communications@lacombecounty.com (you
can use online file sharing programs
like WeTransfer https://wetransfer.
com/).
Winning videos will be selected by
a committee of Lacombe County
representatives. Prizes will be presented as follows:
o $150 for 1st Place
o $100 for 2nd Place
o $50 for 3rd Place

•

Selected videos will be featured in
a Farm Safety Film Festival in fall
2021.

Contest Rules:
• Video must be between 60 – 90
seconds
• Student must be between 9 and 18
years old and attend a school within
Lacombe County. This can include
children who are home schooled.
• More than one student can make a
video, but all participants must have
a guardian sign the release (above).
• Videos must highlight a safe farm
activity or behaviour. We will not accept any videos depicting dangerous
behaviour.
• Content closes are 11:50 p.m. on
August 30, 2021
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SAFETY FIRST
In solemn recognition of the 215 children
whose remains were discovered on the
grounds of the Kamloops Residential
School, Lacombe County lowered the
flags at the Lacombe County Office and
joins the nation in mourning the lost lives
of these children.
It is estimated more than 150,000 children
attended residential schools in Canada from
the 1830s until the last school closed in
1996.
Here are some resources to learn more
about residential schools in Canada:
• https://www.irsss.ca/
• https://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.
ca/the_residential_school_system/
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Paving
–
Asphalt
PavingFraud
Fraud – Alberta
wide
Alberta
wide
Names:
Names:
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By the time the person or company realizes what has
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Consumer Investigations Unit
3rd Floor, Commerce Place, 10155-102 Street, Edmonton AB T5J 4L4
Suite 301, 7015 Macleod Trail SW, Calgary AB T2H 2K6
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which could deceive their prospective victims into believing the company is a government road maintenance
department, or is affiliated with one.
The companies often provide fictitious business or postal
box addresses to the people they have targeted.
Consumer Tips / Instructions
Consumers are strongly encouraged to do their research
prior to hiring a paving contractor, especially one that approaches consumers with unsolicited offers.
Consumers can protect themselves by obtaining several
estimates from reputable companies and comparing
prices, obtaining written contracts, and checking the
Consumer
Tips with
/ Instructions
company’s
record
the Better Business Bureau and
Consumers
are strongly encouraged to do their research
Service
Alberta.
prior to hiring a paving contractor, especially one that

approaches
consumers with
unsolicited
offers. review Service
For
more information
and
tips, please
Alberta’s
Dealing
with
Door-to-Door
Sales
tipsheet on
Consumers
can protect
themselves
by obtaining
several
estimates from reputable companies and comparing
alberta.ca.
prices, obtaining written contracts, and checking the

If company’s
you suspect
paving
contractor
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recordawith
the Better
Business is
Bureau
and
Service Alberta.
Alberta’s
consumer protection laws, or is avoiding work
commitments,
report
at please
1-877-427-4088
For more information
and it
tips,
review Service (toll-free).
Alberta’s Dealing with Door-to-Door Sales tipsheet on
alberta.ca.

If you suspect a paving contractor is contravening
Alberta’s consumer protection laws, or is avoiding work
commitments, report it at 1-877-427-4088 (toll-free).

REMINDER

Fireworks Permit
requirements
With Canada Day celebrations approaching
and COVID-19 restrictions easing, Lacombe
County reminds all residents that a fireworks
permit is required if you wish to celebrate by
setting off fireworks this summer.
“For safety, and to avoid unnecessary
emergency call outs, Lacombe County
continues to regulate the use of fireworks
through a permitting system,” says Drayton
Bussiere Lacombe County Fire Chief.
“Canada Day is a popular occasion to set
off fireworks, but regardless of the time
of the year, a permit is required within
Lacombe County if you plan on shooting off
fireworks.”
Bussiere notes that conditions of having
a fireworks permit includes notification
from adjacent landowners, so it is
important to discuss fireworks plans with
your neighbours in advance to avoid
any disturbances or potential issues with
livestock and other animals. Fireworks
can also not be set off from public lands or
roadways, if there is a fire ban, or if wind
exceeds 20 km/h.
Although the use of fireworks can be a
safe practice, if all precautions are adhered
to, people are reminded that they are
responsible for any fireworks they have in
their possession. Fireworks permits are free
of charge, and an application is available
on the Lacombe County website www.
lacombecounty.com or by stopping in at
the front desk of the County administration
office. It can take up to one week to process
an application, so please do not wait until
the last minute before the celebration
begins.
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MIRROR CORNER
LMCAO Doug Sproule Scholarship
Congratulations to Eden Cade, who received the 2021 Lacombe
County Mutual Aid Organization Doug Sproule Scholarship
worth $1,000. Eden was selected based on the effort, and research
of her essay on emergency preparedness, focusing on 72-hour
Emergency Preparedness Kits.
The scholarship is designed to encourage students to be aware of
the importance of emergency preparedness while honouring the
memory of Doug Sproule, a former Lacombe County Councillor.
Eden was presented with the scholarship by Mark Sproule, Manager
of Community Peace Officer Services and Drayton Bussiere, County
Fire Chief.

Supports for

Seniors

Did You Know? There is financial assistance available
for Seniors over the age of 65 for household assistance
such as housekeeping, snow removal, or grass cutting?

meetings second Sunday at 1 p.m. (unless
otherwise posted).

Mirror Skate Park
2021 Mirror Dog Tags

A license is required for all dogs in Mirror.
Dog tag renewals will be mailed out in
December. The fee is $30 for an altered
dog and $50 for an unaltered dog.
For more information please call (403)
782-6601 or visit www.lacombecounty.
com (County Services >Hamlet of
Mirror>Policies/Bylaws>Dog Control).

Friends of the Mirror Library Society

If you are interested in the library, we
invite you to join our Mirror Library Board.
Your interest and input are welcomed!

Mirror Royal Canadian Legion Branch
189 - 5015 50th Avenue

Located across the street by the
community hall. Meetings occur the
second Tuesday of month.

Mirror and District Museum

Meetings are on the first Monday of the
month at 7 p.m. Call 403-788-3828 for
more information.

CN Rail crossing delays

If you experience delays longer than 20
minutes at the Mirror rail yard crossing,
call CN Rail at 1-800-465-9239. Follow the
prompts and be ready to provide details
shown on the crossing signal mast to CN
personnel. Transport Canada may be
reached at 1-888-463-0521.

Special Needs Assistance for Seniors considers specific items
that fall into one of the following three categories:
Appliances/furniture | Health supports
Personal supports
MORE INFORMATION AT:
https://www.alberta.ca/seniors-special-needs-assistance.aspx

Meat Draws Saturday at 4 p.m. General
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Flags of Remembrance coming to Lacombe in September
Veterans Voices of Canada honours
our past and present Veterans through
historical documentation, tributes and
displays across Canada throughout the
year. Through our trademarked annual
and cross Canada Flags of Remembrance tribute, we offer other organizations the opportunity to work alongside
us, be a part of, and to help extend the
Remembrance season. Through our
cross Canada team initiative, we also
support charities within those communities.
This initiative honours our approximately 128,000 Canadians killed and
missing in action from the Boer War to
current missions. You can honour your
past or present military or first responder hero through a sponsored Plaque
of Honour in their name. Thank you
to the Lacombe Branch of The Royal
Canadian Legion for wanting to be
part and join forces with us to help this
emotional and patriotic tribute happen
in Lacombe.
"On behalf of us all at Veterans Voices
of Canada and Legion Branch No. 79,
thank you for your support!"
~ Al Cameron, Founding Executive
Director, Veterans Voices of Canada
Promoting remembrance is part of The
Royal Canadian Legion’s mission and
has been one of our principal objectives since our inception. The Legion
inspires Canadians to remember those
who made the ultimate sacrifice for our
Country. Honouring those who served
and continue to serve, not just on

Remembrance Day but everyday. “Lest
We Forget”
The Lacombe Branch has been given
the opportunity to host the Veterans
Voices of Canada Flags of Remembrance outdoor tribute. Go to https://
www.facebook.com/Veteran-Voices-ofCanada-Flags of Remembrance-Lacombe for more information. This year,
residents of Lacombe and surrounding
areas will be able to participate in a
visual testimony to the men and women
who served our great Country. Many
families in this area sent a loved one
off to war and too many of those brave
men and women did not return. Why
not sponsor their name on a Plaque of
Honour with their respective Canadian
Flag?

and community members to sponsor a
Plaque of Honour. Forms may be downloaded from the https://vetvoicecan.org/
sponsorship/ site or filled out online.
“Flags of Remembrance is a much
needed and moving tribute to the men
and women who have served our
country. I am pleased to see this vivid
reminder to honour our troops be part
of the City of Lacombe. I look forward
to our community joining this national
movement for years to come.” said
Mayor Grant Creasey, City of Lacombe

“Lacombe County is proud to support
the Veterans Voices of Canada and the
work they are doing to bring the Flags
of Remembrance to the City of Lacombe. With the numbers of veterans
who served in WW1 and WW2 almost
gone, it’s crucial to find other ways of
celebrating their sacrifices and keeping
the memory of those who went before
us alive. The Flags of Remembrance
are a powerful way to honour the many
veterans who fought for the peace we
enjoy today.” Paula Law, Reeve for
Lacombe County

Opening Ceremony: At noon MST on
September 11th, 2021, 128 sponsored
Canada Flags will be raised at Michener Park. Each flag and the person
named on the accompanying Plaque of
Honour is the Guardian of 1,000 souls.
All citizens from Lacombe and surrounding areas are welcome to attend
(dependent on COVID-19 health regulations at the time).
Closing Ceremony: The flags and
Plaques of Honour will remain at their
location until November 12th, 2021,
when they are taken down to be
presented to the sponsor at a formal
ceremony later in November.
To ensure the success of this venture,
Lacombe representatives will be approaching businesses, organizations
AB1985

PUBLIC NOTICE
Xplornet Communications Inc. would like to
notify area residents of a proposal of a new
telecommunications installation situated on
a portion of SE 2-41-3 W5M located in
Lacombe County. The proposed installation
will be a 45m self-support tower. All of the
equipment required to operate the facility
will be located inside an equipment shelter
at the base of the tower.
This new telecommunications facility will
improve coverage to the Lacombe County
area

PUBLIC NOTICE

AB4526

Xplornet Communications Inc. would like
to notify area residents of a proposal of a
new telecommunications installation
situated on a portion of NE 11-38-25
W4M within Lacombe County. The
proposed installation will be a 45m selfsupport tower. All of the equipment
required to operate the facility will be
located inside an equipment shelter at the
base of the tower.

Your comments are welcome at (780) 702-5687
Written comments can be faxed to (403) 263-5263, Mailed to
Scott Telecom Services Ltd.
Suite 900, Bow Valley Square 1
202 – 6th Avenue SW
Calgary, AB T2P 2R9
Emailed to notify@scottland.ca

This new telecommunications facility will improve coverage to the
Lacombe County area.
Your comments are welcome at (780) 702-5687
Written comments can be faxed to (403) 263-5623
Emailed to notify@scottland.ca
Mailed to Scott Telecom Services Ltd.
Suite 900, Bow Valley Square 1
202 – 6th Avenue SW
Calgary, AB T2P 2R9

All comments will be accepted until June 24, 2021

All comments will be accepted until June 27, 2021.
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OPERATIONS

Summer Grading Program in Lacombe County
Summer has arrived! With the warm and dry weather,
gravel roads will see increasing washboard, and we are
working on reducing that problem as we speak.
In a dry year, the biggest issue with gravel roads is
washboard. This can be a difficult problem to address
since the road can be graded one day, but the
washboard returns in a short time frame. More grading
does not necessarily fix the problem since working
up loose material creates ideal conditions for the
washboard to recur quickly.

ROUNDABOUT PLANNED FOR HIGHWAY 20
AND HIGHWAY 12, WEST OF BENTLEY
Alberta Transportation is planning to construct a
single lane roundabout at the junction of Highway
20 and Highway 12, west of Bentley to improve
both traffic safety and traffic capacity.
An online public information session is planned for
May 21, 2021 to July 9, 2021. Please visit
www.highway20-12roundabout.ca for more
information.
Questions and comments will be accepted up to
June 18, 2021 and can be submitted directly
through the online public information website or by
mail to the following address:
WSP Canada Inc.
7710 Edgar Industrial Court
Red Deer, AB, T4P 4E2
Attention: Hwy 20/12 Roundabout
Construction is tentatively planned for the Spring/
Summer of 2022.
KEY FEATURES:
• Simple, single lane roundabout design.
• Speed controlled through geometric features
that allow for safe and continuous traffic flow at
all times of the day.
• Fewer potential conflict points versus a
signalized intersection.
• Includes a traversable central island apron and
outer truck over-run area, which accommodates
heavy truck traffic, farm equipment and tractortrailer combination vehicles.

HWY 20/12
ROUNDABOUT
PRELIMINARY
CONCEPT

PROJECT BENEFITS
Improves Safety

Increases Traffic Flow

Increases Capacity

Reduces Queuing

Reduces Congestion

Washboard is often created by the acceleration or
stopping action of vehicles, making washboard more
prevalent at intersections on hills. Drivers can help
reduce the problem by slowly accelerating away from
the intersection or slowing down as much as possible
before braking when coming up to an intersection.
Weather, changing traffic patterns, and public
expectations will always challenge the road system, and
the gravel roads will always be a work in progress.
In wet years the washboard is less prevalent, but other
issues arise such as wheel rutting, lack of gravel on
some roads, culverts and drainage concerns, and soft
spots appear.
On average our grader district size is approximately 135
miles (216 km), and we have eight grader districts. They
will average 10 miles grading per day, so it takes about
13.5 work days to get around their district.
We try to grade the gravel roads once every 2.5 weeks,
but numerous factors will affect that schedule.
• Roads with larger traffic volumes or heavy traffic
require more attention.
• Dust control – the grader operators prepare each
site for calcium, so their regular schedule is delayed
• Gravel crew in their area has the same effect
• Rain will push back the schedule
A road that has been adequate for local traffic for many
years may be impacted if a new business or industry is
installed along that road
Gravel – roads are gravelled on average of once every
three years
Despite
the many
challenges
of keeping
gravel roads
in good
summer
driving
condition,
we have
systems and
procedures
in place to
keep these
roads as safe
as possible.
While driving
gravel roads
this summer,
please obey
the speed limit
and be vigilant
for washboard
and soft
spots.

Improves Network
Efficiency

FAQs
Why is a roundabout being constructed at this
intersection? An Engineering Assessment and Feasibility
Study was completed in 2019 and confirmed that safety
improvements were warranted at this location. A Roundabout
was determined to be the most appropriate intersection type
due to improved safety and traffic capacity versus a standard
signalized intersection.
Are roundabouts safer than signalized intersections?
Yes, roundabouts have fewer conflict points and provide
additional safety features versus signalized intersections.
A study completed by the National Cooperative Highway
Research Program indicated a 35% reduction in total
collisions and a 76% reduction in collision related injuries,
after 55 intersections were converted to roundabouts.
Will large trucks fit through the roundabout? Yes, this
roundabout has been designed to accommodate heavy truck
traffic and oversized loads.
How will traffic be impacted during construction? An onsite detour will accommodate traffic and reduce potential
delays during construction.

HWY 20/12
ROUNDABOUT
3D PRELIMINARY
CONCEPT

Visit: www.highway20-12roundabout.ca
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ENVIRONMENT
Lacombe County recognized for environmental stewardship; solar project
At the 2021 Blue Skies Awards, presented by the
Parklands Airshed Management Zone (PAMZ),
Lacombe County was recognized with an award for
Environmental Stewardship. This award recognizes
the County's long-time commitment to environmental
stewardship, including the recent completion of the
solar panel project.
“We are honoured to be recognized with a 2021 Blue
Skies Award for our solar project, as well as many
other environmental initiatives and activities that
we have completed over the years, “said Lacombe
County Reeve Paula Law. “We recognize the impact
that organizations like PAMZ have on the health and

Lacombe County Reeve Paula Law receives the Blue
Skies Award from PAMZ Executive Director Kevin
Warren. Photo Credit: Mandeep Dhaliwal

environment in our region.”
Blue Skies Award recipients were recognized at the
virtual awards ceremony on Clean Air Day, June
2, 2021. These awards highlight achievements in
technology use/innovation, environmental protection
activities, public education/outreach.
About the Solar Panel Project
The Solar Panel Project was in the works for several
years. This spring, the panels were installed on top
of the Lacombe County Public Works building by Sky
Fire Energy and went online in May 2021.
The 115 kilowatt-peak (kWp) system consists of 288
– 400 W solar panels and is estimated to produce
122,100 kWh of electricity in the first year, which
equates to powering 17 Albertan homes for a year.
This will:
•

offset our electricity usage between the
administration and shop buildings by 17%
annually; and,

•

reduce the County’s overall carbon footprint by
approximately 69.5 tonnes/year.

The County participated in a rebate program through
the Municipal Climate Change Action Centre, which
will cover 30% of the project costs. Through this
rebate and the cost savings on our electricity bills, the
system is expected to have a return on investment
within 8-9 years.

Get your Wild About Bees seed mix & handbook
“We know native pollinators are declining, but what
is the best way to combat this? Create more habitat!”
For $14.00, you can purchase a package of pollinator seed mix and a Wild About Bees handbook.
Each seed packages contains: 6 native bunch
grasses, 2 native clovers, and up to 40 native wildflowers to the
central Alberta
area. This seed
mix mimics a
natural ecosystem.
Did you know:
native pollinators benefit more from
native plants?
Native plants
are their natural
food source in
the wild. It is
advantageous
to the native
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pollinator populations for us to plant native species
versus ornaments plants.
It is well known that native bees and other pollinators species are on the decline, mainly due to
habitat loss. Lacombe County has noticed a recent
interest in pollinators and the development of pollinator habitats, resulting in the creation of the Wild
About Bees Initiative, which focuses on educating
and encouraging the public to create quality pollinator habitats.
The Wild About Bees program will provide participants with seeds native to and suitable for the use
in the Lacombe County and Central Alberta.
What you will find in your handbook?
• Site prep trips for optimum success
• How to create a high quality pollinator garden,
specific for native pollinators
• Photo identification of all the species in your
seed package
• Lacombe County’s top 20 favourite pollinators
• Where to find further resources
Contact Lacombe County for a copy of the Wild About
Bees handbook and seed package by calling 403-7828959.

“A project such as this enshrines Lacombe County’s
commitment to ensure a healthy environment for
generations to come,” emphasized Reeve Law.
About Lacombe County’s Environmental Record
In 2013, Lacombe County implemented the
environmental policy, which solidified our
organization’s long history of commitment to the
environment. Since then, the County has completed
numerous initiatives through the environmental
program and recently released an updated
Environmental Management Plan (EMP).
The EMP focuses on five priority areas, which
ensures Lacombe County keeps the environment at
the forefront of our actions and decisions each day.
These priorities include:
•

Water Quality and Security

•

Waste Creation and Disposal

•

Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation

•

Energy Consumption

•

Land Use in the Built and Natural Environment

Additional environmental initiatives include:
•

Reclamation of Crooker Wetland (former
gravel pit) (2017)

•

Implementation of the Environmental
Community Engagement Program (previously
known as the Environmental Improvement
Grant)

•

Support and maintenance of local natural
areas

•

Remote shop construction (reduces the travel
of equipment and powered partially by solar
energy) (2016)

•

Focus on agriculture and environment in the
revised Municipal Development Plan (2017)

•

Partnerships with neighbouring municipalities/
groups on items like Take It Off Program for
ice fishing huts, Agricultural Plastics Recycling
Program, lakeside clean up events, etc.
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Grain Bag
and Twine
Recyclers
in Lacombe
County
What you "weed" to know
about
weeds
in Lacombe
County
Lacombe County's Weed Inspection
Program has begun. Our goal is to
protect productive, valuable and
sensitive lands within Lacombe County
from prohibited noxious and noxious
weeds, regulated under the Alberta
Weed Control Act that Lacombe County
enforces.
Prohibited noxious and noxious weeds
will:
• Reduce the habitat available
for native plant species, which
threatens species of insect, plant,
fish and animal that depend on
native plants.
• Reduce property values for
residents and agricultural
producers.
• Reduce production from agriculture
and other rural industries.
• Increase land management
expenses for counties, businesses
and property owners.
For further information in which apply

to all county landowners, check out the
prohibited noxious weeds and enforce
classified as detrimental weeds but
Alberta Weed Control Act: https://open.
compliance with the Act. They do not
are not yet widespread in the province,
alberta.ca/publications/w05p
need
the
homeowner’s
permission
to
makinghelping
total eradication
possible.
Are you recycling your agricultural plastics and twine
to promote
Alberta Weed Control Regulations
do so. They are, however, restricted to
Noxious weeds are widely spread
agriculture
sustainability?
https://open.alberta.ca/
only outdoor
lands and business
hours. across Alberta, which may be difficult
publications/2010_019
Under the Weed Control Act, a person
to eradicate, but will alternatively be
shall not willfully obstruct or delay an
managed every year to stop the spread.
Who is in my
inspector in the exercise of their duties.
field?
More information
Nicole Baskier
How
does
a
weed
inspector
know
are here
to help!
us about
Please ensure you are only recycling clean baler twineWe
and/or
grain
bagAsk
plastic,
to plant
is Lacombe
which
properties
to
inspect?
identification,
weed
control
options,
ensure all product is accepted for recycle. See the following instructions below. or
County’s
Weed inspectors patrol within Lacombe private herbicide applicators for hire. If
returning Weed
County's jurisdiction. They may decide
you have any questions or concerns,
Inspector.
to inspect a property based on a
contact Lacombe County's Agriculture
She will be
number of factors, including:
Department at 403-782-8959.
inspecting:
• a random inspection,
County, private, and public lands for
• a visual sighting from the roadway
We have a list of noxious and prohibited
prohibited noxious and noxious weeds.
• a reported sighting
weeds on our website at: https://www.
• a known history of an infestation in
lacombecounty.com/index.php/weedCommonly Asked Questions:
the area.
identification-and-control.
Can a weed inspector come onto my
property without my permission?
What is a Prohibited Noxious Weed
Yes, under the provincial Weed Control
vs. Noxious Weed?
Act, County Weed Inspectors have the
Prohibited Noxious weeds need to be
appointed authority to enter any private
100% destroyed each year. They are
property to monitor
noxious
and ~ NO grain totes
NO for
feed
bags
~ NO silage plastic ~
NO bale wrap

IT ONLY WORKS IF YOU RECYCLE RIGHT!!

ATTENTION
Grain Bag Recycling

Twine Recycling

Grain Bag and Twine Recyclers in Lacombe County
Are you recycling your agricultural plastics and twine helping to promote
agriculture sustainability?
Requirements:

Requirements:

•

1. Shake – Remove as much debris, snow or ice as possible.
Excessively dirty twine may be rejected, or subject to a
landﬁll tipping fee or additional charges at drop oﬀ.

IT ONLY WORKS IF YOU RECYCLE RIGHT!!

Agriculture producers who request grain bag recycling
services must provide one individual on site, capable of
Please ensure you are only recycling clean baler
twine and/or grain bag plastic, to
assisting the rolling and collection operation.

ensure all product is accepted for recycle. See
the following instructions below.
• Grain bags MUST BE FREE of grain, mud, dirt debris, and
vermin.

NO feed bags ~

NO grain totes

Grain Bag Recycling

~

•

To ensure used grain bags are eligible for recycling, grain
bag collection services should be scheduled within one
week of grain extraction.

•

Grain bag collection services are oﬀered free of charge.

2. Bag – Place loose twine in a Clean Farms Twine Recycling
Bag and tie bags to close. Please do not knot the twine.
Clean Farms Twine Recycling bags are available free of
charge at Lacombe County oﬃce or Lacombe Regional
Waste Services Commission Transfer Sites.
3. Return – Return to a Lacombe Regional Waste Services
Commission Transfer Site during regular business hours.

Details:

Details:

At this time, Lacombe County is ONLY collecting grain
bags. The grain bags will be rolled and collected directly
at the farm sites for eventual delivery to a plastic recycling
center in Alberta.

Producers can pick up Clean Farms Twine Recycling Bags at
the Lacombe County oﬃce and Lacombe Regional Waste
Services Commission Transfer Sites during regular business
hours. Twine will only be accepted if it is placed in the
Clean Farms Twine Recycling Bag, and then brought to the
collection site.

NO silage plastic ~

NO bale wrap

Twine Recycling
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To book grain bag collection or further
questions regarding agriculture plastics or
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AGRICULTURE
Is That Pronounced Fun-Ji-cide or Fun-Gi-cide?

Well, the summer of 2021
looks promising with the lifting
of COVID-19 restrictions along
with reduced numbers of ICU
patients and for Agriculture a
very promising crop coming on.
Looking at the many opportunities to maximize crop potential
in Central Alberta and capitalize
Grant McCormick
on the hot commodity markets,
now is the time to prepare for
the disease protection phase of
the growing season. Whether
its for cereals, canola or pulses,
disease control is one of the last
management components to
ensuring a healthy, high yielding crop.
First, what is new for active ingredients.
•

Syngenta has developed a new group 7 active
called “Adepidyn®”, a next generation Succinate
Dehydrogenase Inhibitor (SDHI) that inhibits mitochondrial function of the disease. This active offers
stronger, longer lasting protection in the Miravis®
group of premium products. Those include Miravis®
Ace-for fusarium head blight and leaf disease in cereals, Miravis® Bold- for sclerotinia control in canola
and Miravis® Neo- for the disease complex in peas.

•

Bayer CropScience has brought to market a new
group 7 active called “Fluopyram.” It is a strong
SDHI that is the first active ingredient that shows
suppression of ergot in cereals. It is included in
Bayer products Proline® Gold for enhanced sclerotinia control in canola and Prosaro® Pro for enhanced fusarium protection and ergot suppression
in cereals.

•

BASF has had “Xemium®” out for few years which
is also a group 7 SDHI. They have also marketed
the Agcelence® qualities of “stay green” with group
11 pyraclostrobin (Headline®) in multimode of action
products like Nexicor® in cereals for leaf disease
and Dyax® in pulses for major diseases.

It is well known that Crop Protection companies have
done an excellent job of developing products that work.
Sometimes using new active ingredients, but also using existing active ingredients in different combinations
to improve the efficacy. Here are some of the latest
examples.

•

•

•

Bayer CropScience has two existing group 3 actives, tebuconazole (Folicur®) and prothioconazole
(Proline®). Here is how they have expanded their
portfolio with these actives.
- Tilmor® (a flex timing cereal product) using Proline® and Folicur® in
combination
- Prosaro XTR® (a head timing cereal product) also
includes a stress reliever
(mefenpyr-diethyl)
- Proline Gold® (a premium canola product) uses
Proline® and the new
“Fluopyram” co-formulated
- Prosaro Pro® (a premium head timing product)
adds Prosaro® plus
“Fluopyram” together

Use the resources available such as product guides, the
“Alberta Blue Book”, your retailer, your crop consultant or
even a manufacturer rep to help navigate the solutions
that best fit your farm.

Syngenta has their Miravis suite of
“Adepidyn®” products Miravis® Ace,
Miravis® Bold and Miravis® Neo as
well as; Quilt® (a flag leaf timing
product) uses Tilt® and a group 11
azoxystrobin in formulation
- Trivapro® (a premium flag leaf
timing product) formulates Quilt® plus
“benzovin
diflupyr” together

FOR RENT

BASF uses “boscalid” Lance®, “pyraclostrobin” Headline® and “metconazole” Caramba® along with Proline®
acquired from Bayer to construct their
portfolio.
- Cotegra® (a premium canola fungicide) combines Lance® and Proline®
- Nexicor® (a premium flag leaf
product) uses Tilt®, Headline® and
Xemium® in combination
- Twinline® (a flag leaf timing product) brings together Caramba® and
Headline®

Wow! Confused or at the very least
overwhelmed yet? With all of the technical
jargon that is the crop protection business,
here is some perspective. If spraying fungicide for disease is new or has been happening for years, there is always an option. It can be based on disease pressure
or the price point but most likely based
on maximizing your return on investment.

In the end, 2021 should be the year to do something.
Crops look good, markets look awesome, and disease
in your crops is highly likely. Start planning early so that
you know your options and can focus on the best management practices whether that be assessing disease
risk, hitting the right timing or choosing the best product
for your situation. In the end, it doesn’t matter how you
pronounce fungicide as long as you include it in your
vocabulary!
Submitted by Grant McCormick, Agronomist, Central
Alberta Co-op (Lacombe)

Pasture Sprayers

Lacombe County Agriculture Services Has
Pasture Sprayers for County Residents to Rent

RENTAL RATE - $50.00/DAY
DEPOSIT - $200.00 (deposit refundable when sprayer returned in good condition)
 Pull type - 400 gallon water capacity, 20 gallon/acre coverage
 Designed for spraying range and pasture in rough terrain
 Has additional hand gun system and fence line spraying nozzle
 Simple to operate
 Can be pulled by trucks OR tractors

To book a sprayer, please call
403.782.8959

Lacombe County’s Roadside Mowing Program starts soon!
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Lacombe County would like
to remind residents to please
be mindful about what is left
in the county ditches. We
ask that you move debris
completely away, or place
debris into the fence line,
to prevent damage to the

mowing equipment.
These items could include:
• Fence Wire
• Telephone Wire
• Large Rocks
• Posts
• Any other material that
may cause damage

June 18, 2021 - County News

AGRICULTURE
will ultimately boil down
“ Conservation
to rewarding the
private landowner who
conserves the public interest.
- Aldo Leopold

”

Request for “No Spray” Areas

Participate
in ALUS

Lacombe County recognizes that some landowners/tenants are not in favor
of having County-owned roadside ditches adjacent to their property treated
with herbicides for weed control. To accommodate these landowner/tenants
Lacombe County will, at the request of the landowner/tenants, allow the option
of carrying out vegetation control on County right-of-way adjacent to their
property subject to the following conditions:

Are you a farmer or rancher
with marginal land or sensitive
ecology?
ALUS helps you establish wetlands, riparian
management, pollinator habitat and other
projects.
Over 900 farmers and ranchers have enrolled
27,000 acres of land in the ALUS program.

For more information,
contact your local ALUS
program coordinator:

Karen Snethun

•

Landowner/tenant will complete a ‘No Spray’ request form and submit it
to the County’s Agricultural Fieldman prior to April 30 of that year. The
request is for a three-year term.

•

Landowner/tenant will control all Prohibited Noxious and Noxious weeds
as designed under the Weed Control Act before July 15 or as deemed
necessary by the Agricultural Fieldman for all years affected by the
agreement.

•

The County will control, by all means necessary, all Prohibited Noxious or
Noxious weeds not controlled by July 15.

•

All agreements will be automatically terminated should the control of
Prohibited Noxious and Noxious weeds not be carried out as stated in
condition 2, and future agreements will be at the discretion of the Agricultural Fieldman.

•

The County reserves the right to cancel any agreements and implement
any control deemed necessary at any time.

ALUS Lacombe
T: 708 909-7730
E: ksnethun@alus.ca

ALUS.ca

Join Us!

To Request a ‘No Spray’ Agreement or for further information,
please call 403-782-8959.

Do you have a "No
Spray Agreement" with
Lacombe County?
If you do, remember that
it's YOUR responsibility to
control all prohibited noxious
or noxious weeds before July
15.
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SUBDIVISION & DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY
Do you have
questions
about
subdivision or
development
activity?

Contact Us:
Lacombe County
Planning Services
(403) 782-8389
planning@
lacombecounty.com
Dale Freitag
Director of
Planning Services
Cajun Paradis
Senior Planner
Peter Duke
Planner / Development
Officer
Allison Noonan
Planning Services
Administrative Assistant
Chelsey Teers
Planning Services
Receptionist
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SUBDIVISION & DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY
May 1, 2021 to May 31, 2021
Development Applications Received
No.

File No.

Applicant

Legal Description

Proposed Development

Decision
(otherwise pending)

1

82/21

Tail Creek Raceways

NE & NW 15-39-22-W4M

Recreation Facilities, Outdoor
(Renewal, Tail Creek Raceways)

Approved

2

83/21

Matthys van Schalkwyk

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 212 2142
(Pt. SE 1-39-3-W5M)

Single Family Residence
w/Attached Garage

Approved

3

84/21

Triple V Farms (1977) Ltd.

SE 25-40-26-W4M

Single Family Residence
(Replacement Second Dwelling)

Approved

4

85/21

Donald & Lee-Ann Tower

Lot A Plan 971HW
(Pt. SE 36-40-27-W4M)

Temporary Family Care
Residence

5

86/21

Cameron & Nina Robertson

Pt. NE 36-41-28-W4M

Setback Relaxation
(Existing Structures)

Approved

6

87/21

Koti Homes Ltd.

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 182 1878
(Pt. SW 10-41-27-W4M)

Single Family Residence

Approved

7

88/21

Darrell & Susan Stang

Pt. NW 14-39-28-W4M

Community Facility
(Wedding Venue Expansion)

Approved

No.
8

File No.
89/21

Applicant
Christine Cartwright
(David Cartwright)

Legal Description
Lot 20 Block 12 Plan 7159AI
Mirror

Proposed Development
Setback Relaxation
(Existing Structures)

Decision
(otherwise
pending)
Approved

9

90/21

Matthew & Vanessa Span

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 9723198
(Hamlet of Morningside)

Addition to Residence

Approved

10

91/21

Wayne McLachlan

Pt. NW 22-39-27-W4M

Contractor Business
(Renewal, Central City Asphalt)

Approved

11

92/21

Ken Liivam

Pt. SW 25-40-04-W5M

Home Based Business, Major
(Renewal, Liivam Farms Ltd.)

Approved

12

93/21

David & Rachel Maris

Lot 3 Block 1 Plan 202 2776
(Pt. SW 14-40-26-W4M)

Shop w/Residence

Approved

13

94/21

Tony & Tammi Palmer

Unit 123 Condo Plan 202 1689
(Degraff's RV Resort)

Park model with covered deck,
shed, and wood storage box.

Approved

14

95/21

Tricon Developments

Lot 12 Block 1 Plan 102 3182
(Wild Rose Commercial Park)

Farm Machinery and Equipment
Sales and Service
(Warehouse Addition)

15

96/21

Nelson & Mariah Park

SE 13-39-01-W5M

Single Family Residence

Approved

16

97/21

Ryan Windle

Lot 5 Block 1 Plan 142 3957
(Iron Rail Industrial Park)

Heavy Equipment Service
& Repair
(Renewal, Big Iron Mechanical)

Approved

17

98/21

Brent Wilkie

Lot 2 Block 1 Plan 102 4937
(Pt. SE 20-38-24-W4M)

Single Family Residence

June 18, 2021 - County News
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File No.

Applicant

Legal Description

Proposed Development

18

99/21

Iron Eagle Pilings Inc.

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 082 9034
Pt. NE 12-41-26-W4M

Minor Business and Trade
(Renewal, Iron Eagle Pilings Inc.)

Approved

19

100/21

Lori Meier

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 862 0260
(Pt. NE 15-40-27-W4M)

Outdoor Storage
(Renewal, Meier Auctions)

Approved

21

Decision
(otherwise pending)

Subdivision Applications Received
File
No.

Applicant

Legal Description

Proposed Subdivision

Decision
(otherwise pending)

20

S-015-21

Bemoco Land Surveying Ltd.
(720965 Alberta Ltd.)

SW 11-39-2-W5M

1st Parcel Out

Approved

21

S-016-21

Lovell Farms Ltd.

NW 13-38-24-W4M

1st Parcel Out

Approved

22

S-017-21

Wade & Colleen Reis

Lot 6 Plan 5015TR
(Fairbrother Estates)

Residential

No.

23

S-018-21

Victor & Susan Bergen

SW 29-41-26-W4M

Fragmented

24

S-019-21

Ron & Teresa Barritt

S ½ 01-40-22-W4M

Fragmented & Consolidation

Tax Installment

For more information contact Planning Services at 403-782-8389

PAYMENT PLAN
Sign up TODAY

for the monthly plan.
Contact Lacombe County at (403) 782-6601 or
visit www.lacombecounty.com for more details.

Red Deer River Municipal
Users Group

JOB OPPORTUNITY
RDRMUG is accepting applications
for the contract position of
Executive Director to the
Association. This is as part-time
position that currently entails
approximately 15 hours per week.
Preferred candidate will have:
• A municipal background in an elected
or administrative role.
• Proven organizational skills and
ability to take a leadership role in this
organization.
• Strong communication and computer
abilities.
Interested applicants are invited to provide a
full application along with salary expectations
by email prior to June 30, 2021 to:

Automatic
Budget-friendly
Simple
Convenient

Executive Director
Red Deer River Municipal Users Group
execdir@rdrmug.ca
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Capital Budget 2021 - Consolidated Summary
CAPITAL BUDGET 2021
CAPITAL BUDGET 2018

CAPITAL BUDGET 2021

CONSOLIDATED SUMMARY
CONSOLIDATED SUMMARY

Description
Description

Cost Price
Cost Price

CONSOLIDATED SUMMARY

Trade In
Trade
In
Sales
Sales

Total
Total
Cost
Cost

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES
Caseware Software
ADMINISTRATIVE
SERVICES
Audio/Visual
Equipment
Electronic Security
Door
Server
Caseware - Software
Multifunction
Printer
Virtual Server
QuesticaBudget
Budget
Questica
RecordsManagement
ManagementProgram
Program
Records
FinancialSoftware
Software
Financial
Sub-Total
Sub-Total

12,500
35,100
17,000
10,000
20,000
15,000
20,000
20,000
20,000
388,000
211,520
60,000
33,980
525,000
338,100

--

12,500
35,100
17,000
10,000
20,000
15,000
20,000
20,000
20,000
388,000
211,520
60,000
33,980
525,000
338,100

AGRICULTURE
AGRICULTURE
No Capital Purchases in 2021
Mower Replacements x 4
2013 Chev Silverado
Sub-Total
Sub-Total

152,000
4,500
156,500

11,390
1,000
12,390

140,610
3,500
144,110

87,000
6,000
25,000
6,800
5,040
25,000
18,000
6,000
31,000
75,640
5,000
40,200
175,000
118,800
18,000
234,640
357,840

---9,500
9,500
-

87,000
6,000
25,000
6,8000
5,040
25,000
18,000
6,000
31,000
75,640
5,000
40,200
175,000
109,300
18,000
225,140
357,840

-Trade- In
Sales
-

10,500
73,540
29,570
97,900
13,560
225,070
118,280
Total
Cost
118,280
Page 1
750,000
Page
1

FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES
- SCBA SERVICES
FIREBentley
PROTECTION
Bentley
- Thermal
Imaging
Camera
Lacombe
Fire - Boat
Replacement
Bentley - Training Prop
Clive - Hotsy
Sub-Total
Eckville - Wildland Skid
Eckville - Trailer
Eckville
- SideSERVICES
by Side
PEACE
OFFICER
AFRRCS
Radio Equipment
Eckville
- Training
Mannequin
Replace
Video Recorders
x4
Eckville
- Utility/Rapid
Response
Replace-1/2
ton trucks
x2
AFRRCS
Vehicle
Mobile
Sub-Total
Sub-Total

RECREATION SERVICES
Mirror
LibrarySERVICES
to Reserve
10,500
PEACE
OFFICER
Anderson
Park
73,540
No
Capital Purchases
in 2021CAPITAL BUDGET
- 2021
Kuhnen Park
29,570
Sub-Total
Sandy Point
97,900
CONSOLIDATED SUMMARY
Soper Park
13,560
RECREATION SERVICES
Sub-Total
225,070
Soper Bathroom House
118,280
Description
Cost Price
Sub-Total
118,280
UTILITY SERVICES
Sunbreaker Cove Wastewater
750,000

Sub-Total
OPERATIONS
590 Backhoe
1435 Mower
1435 Mower
1565 Mower
Rock Rack
T-595 Tracked Skid Steer
A770 Skid Steer
Winch/Gravel Truck
Gravel Truck
1500 4x4 Truck
1500 4x4 Truck
5500 Service Truck
Heavy Duty Equipment Scanner
One Way Plow
One Way Plow
One Way Plow
Solar Project
Land Acquisition - Roads
Engineered Structures - Roads
Engineered Structures - Bridges
Sub-Total
TOTAL CAPITAL

750,000
185,000
30,000
30,000
30,000
28,000
70,000
75,000
210,000
235,000
45,000
45,000
210,000
13,000
15,000
15,000
15,000
155,000
66,000
12,565,310
4,379,900
18,417,210
19,981,430

40,000
7,000
7,000
13,000
10,000
35,000
40,000
35,000
40,000
2,000
2,000
20,000
1,000
252,000
252,000

750,000
145,000
23,000
23,000
17,000
18,000
35,000
35,000
175,000
195,000
43,000
43,000
190,000
12,000
15,000
15,000
15,000
155,000
66,000
12,565,310
4,379,900
18,165,210
19,729,430

Description
SOURCE OF FUNDING:

Cost Price

Agriculture Reserve
Alberta Community Partnership Grant
Bridge Reserve
Community Resource Reserve
Federal Gas Tax
Grants & Contributions
Hamlet of Mirror Sanitary Sewer
Lakeview Estates Water
Main Road Reserve
Mirror Sewer Reserve
Mirror Water Reserve
Municipal Facilities Reserve
Municipal Operating Support Transfer
Municipal Sustainability Initiative Grant
Municipal Stimulus Grant
New Pavement Reserve
Operational Reserve
Operations Equipment Reserve
Peace Officer Equipment Reserve
Protective Services Reserve
Road Development Reserve
Shared Fire Funds Reserve
STIP Grant
Subdivision Pavement Reserve
Trails and Parks Reserve
Water/Wastewater Reserve
Tax Supported Funding - Operating
Trade-In/Sale of Equipment/Vehicles

4,049,900
718,000
161,060
29,040
5,900,860
1,229,460
344,430
999,000
357,840
95,000
750,000
5,094,840
252,000

OPERATING BUDGET 2021

CONSOLIDATED
SUMMARY
Operating Budget
2021 - Consolidated
Summary
AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

2020 Budget

2021 Budget

% Variance

173,180

148,990

58,000

61,750

52,700

50,940

WASTEWATER TREATMENT & DISPOSAL

851,980

909,420

WATER SUPPLY & DISTRIBUTION

665,560

752,500

‐13.97%
6.47%
0.00%
0.02%
543.88%
‐12.41%
3.27%
385.22%
‐15.10%
‐3.34%
6.74%
13.06%

68,306,860

68,879,560

0.84%
0.00%
1.51%

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
FISCAL SERVICES
GENERAL GOVERNMENT SERVICES

12,727,170

Page 3

12,460,850

34,985,190

34,993,190

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

247,250

1,592,000

PROTECTIVE SERVICES

958,290

839,370

PUBLIC HEALTH & WELFARE

305,650

315,650

RECREATION AND CULTURE

520,030

2,523,280

16,761,860

14,231,620

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES
WASTE MANAGEMENT

TOTAL REVENUE
LESS: EDUCATION, SENIORS & DI PROPERTY TAXATION

TOTAL REVENUE EXCLUDING REQUISITIONS
AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

(12,727,170)

(12,460,850)

55,579,690

56,418,710

1,246,440

1,167,140

98,470

121,970

32,816,920

31,116,660

WASTE MANAGEMENT

853,030

811,080

WASTEWATER TREATMENT & DISPOSAL

926,750

871,340

2,860,840

2,310,430

‐6.36%
23.87%
0.00%
‐4.18%
116.62%
7.21%
1.28%
41.77%
‐5.18%
‐4.92%
‐5.98%
‐19.24%

68,371,480

68,905,530

0.78%

(3,732,080)

(3,357,850)

3,667,460

3,331,880

‐10.03%
‐9.15%

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
FISCAL SERVICES

12,727,170

12,460,850

GENERAL GOVERNMENT SERVICES

7,126,190

6,828,100

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

1,145,800

2,482,030

PROTECTIVE SERVICES

3,528,870

3,783,370

PUBLIC HEALTH & WELFARE

478,810

484,940

RECREATION AND CULTURE

4,562,190

6,467,620

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES

TOTAL EXPENSES
INVENTORY USAGE FOR OPERATING
INVENTORY PURCHASES

68,306,860

68,879,560

0.84%

LESS: EDUCATION, SENIORS & DI PROPERTY REQUISITIONS

(12,727,170)

(12,460,850)

TOTAL EXPENSES EXCLUDING EDUCATION REQUISITION

55,579,690

56,418,710

0.00%
1.51%

ADJUSTED EXPENSE TOTAL
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Total
Cost

19,981,430

Total Funding

WATER SUPPLY & DISTRIBUTION

Page 2

Trade In
Sales

NET CASH SURPLUS(DEFICIT)

-

-

-
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Lacombe County 2021 Budget Highlights
At its May 27, 2021 meeting, Council approved the Lacombe County 2021 operating and capital budgets and tax rate bylaw.
Considering the challenging year residents
and businesses faced, Lacombe County
Council voted in favour of a 0% increase in
municipal tax rates for all property classes
for the second year in a row.

The 2021 operating budget of $68,879,560
includes $11,623,958 for the Alberta School
Foundation Fund and Opted Out School
Authorities requisition, $408,583 for the
Lacombe Foundation requisition, and
$326,989 for the Designated Industrial
Property requisition. The overall operating
budget increased by $572 thousand. This

LACOMBE COUNTY
2021 OPERATING BUDGET - REVENUE
LACOMBE COUNTY
2021 OPERATING BUDGET - REVENUE
Amount
% of Budget

Property Taxes
Grants In Place of Taxes
Other Taxes
Property Taxes
Federal Conditional Grants
Grants In Place of Taxes
Local Government Grants
Other Taxes
Provincial Conditional Grants
Federal Conditional Grants
Developer Agreements & Levies
Local Government Grants
Franchise Fees
Provincial Conditional Grants
Licenses and Permits
Developer Agreements & Levies
Other Revenue
Franchise Fees
Penalties and Costs
Licenses and Permits
Rentals and Sales
Other Revenue
Reserve Transfers
Penalties and Costs
Return on Investments
Rentals
and Sales
Sale of Goods
& Services
Reserve
Sales to Transfers
Other Governments
Return on Investments
Sale of Goods & Services
TOTAL OPERATING REVENUE
Sales to Other Governments
TOTAL OPERATING REVENUE

44,048,720
137,670
Amount
660,000
44,048,720
718,000
137,670
133,020
660,000
8,526,430
718,000
1,492,500
133,020
20,560
8,526,430
193,400
1,492,500
57,100
20,560
241,500
193,400
121,290
57,100
7,600,660
241,500
1,192,270
121,290
2,366,930
7,600,660
1,369,510
1,192,270
2,366,930
68,879,560
1,369,510

63.95%
0.20%
% of Budget
0.96%
63.95%
1.04%
0.20%
0.19%
0.96%
12.38%
1.04%
2.17%
0.19%
0.03%
12.38%
0.28%
2.17%
0.08%
0.03%
0.35%
0.28%
0.18%
0.08%
11.03%
0.35%
1.73%
0.18%
3.44%
11.03%
1.99%
1.73%
3.44%
100.00%
1.99%

68,879,560

100.00%

increase is in part due to the increased policing costs and COVID-19 costs. Provincial
grants offset the COVID-19 costs
The 2021 capital budget of $19,981,430 has
decreased by $13.565 million from 2021
due to completing several larger paving
projects and completing the utility serving
project in Wildrose Industrial Park.

LACOMBE COUNTY
2021 OPERATING BUDGET - EXPENSES
Administration
Agricultural Services
By-Law Enforcement/Safety Services
Cemeteries
Common Services/General Government
Community Peace Officer & Police Services
Emergency Management Services
Environmental Services
Family & Community Services
Fire Services
Garbage Collection & Disposal
Legislative Council
Planning and Development
Recreation and Cultural Services
Requisition Transfers

Amount
3,210,910
1,167,140
194,520
98,540
2,959,960
1,560,970
66,500
121,970
386,400
1,961,380
811,080
657,230
2,482,030
6,467,620
12,460,850

Sanitary Sewage Services
Transportation Services
Water Supply & Distribution

871,340
31,090,690
2,310,430

1.27%
45.14%
3.35%

68,879,560

100.00%

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES

Where 2021 Municipal Taxes Come From
Power,
Pipelines, Wells, Telecom Grants in Lieu
3.44%
0.30%
Cable
Power,
9.74%
Pipelines, Wells, Telecom Grants in Lieu
3.44%
0.30%
Cable
9.74%

2021 Operating Expenses

Requisition
Property Tax
18.09%

Residential
Where 2021 Municipal Taxes Come
From

Machinery &
Equipment
49.99%
Machinery &
Equipment
49.99%

14.78%

ResidentialCommercial
1.99%
14.78%
Commercial
1.99%
Industrial
16.88%
Industrial
16.88%
Railway
0.72%
Railway
0.72%

% of Budget
4.66%
1.69%
0.28%
0.14%
4.30%
2.27%
0.10%
0.18%
0.56%
2.85%
1.18%
0.95%
3.60%
9.39%
18.09%

Farmland
2.16%
Farmland
2.16%

Recreation
9.39%

Environmental
0.18%

General
Government Protective
Services
9.91%
5.50%

Agriculture
1.69%
Planning
3.60%
Public
Health
.70%
Solid
Waste
1.18%

Sewer
1.27%

Operations
45.14%

Water
3.35%
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
May 13, 2021
COVID-19 UPDATE

NOVA CHEMICALS – ANNUAL MEETING

LACOMBE & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Council was provided with an update on the latest
COVID-19 statistics and the Province's ongoing
mandatory restrictions and the ongoing vaccine
program.

Council will attend a virtual annual meeting with Nova
Chemicals on June 2, 2021.

Melissa Blunden, Executive Director and Debbie
Gillard, President of the Lacombe & District Historical
Society provided a presentation on the Society’s
Flatiron Revitalization Initiative and their request for
funding for lease space in the Flatiron Building.

BUFFALO LAKE SOUTH SHORE ASP/BYLAW
NO. 1651/21
By resolution of Council the County Manager was
authorized to send a letter to the County of Stettler
indicating that Lacombe County has no objection to
the draft Buffalo Lake South Shore Area Structure
Plan or Bylaw No. 1651/21, a bylaw of the County of
Stettler to amend their Land Use Bylaw.
SYLVAN LAKE COMMUNAL SERVICING
SYSTEM – DEFERRAL OF HOOK-UP
A resolution that Lacombe County defer the
requirement for property owners within the Sylvan
Lake Communal Servicing System area to connect to
this system to October 31, 2022 did not receive the
approval of Council.
ALIX CEMETERY CAPITAL PROJECT FUNDING
Funding in the amount of $ 10,000 towards the Alix
Cemetery Expansion Project was approved; and
further, this contribution will be funded from the
Cemetery Development Reserve.

BYLAW NO 1341/21 REDESIGNATION OF LAND
Council gave first reading to Bylaw No. 1341 /21, a
bylaw of Lacombe County to amend the Lacombe
County Land Use Bylaw No. 1237/17 to change the
zoning of approximately 10.00 acres (4.05 hectares)
described as Block 5 Plan 982 4269, Pt. NE 01-41-01
W5M from Recreation “PR” District to Recreational
Vehicle Resort “R-RVR” District
A public hearing regarding Bylaw No. 1341/21 will be
held on June 10, 2021 commencing at 9:00 a.m.
TAX PAYMENT DEADLINE 2021
Council agreed to extend the tax payment deadline
from August 31st to a September 30th due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
SAFE & CARING SCHOOLS PROGRAM – WOLF
CREEK SCHOOL DIVISION
Barb Reaney, Director of Safe and Caring Schools
and Danica Martin, Assistant Superintendent for
Inclusive Learning for the Wolf Creek School Division
provided a presentation on the Social Work Program
for the Wolf Creek School Division.

The County Manager was directed to prepare a report
on the Lacombe & District Historical Society’s Flatiron
Revitalization Initiative and the request for funding, to
be presented at a future Council meeting for Council’s
consideration.
ALPHABOW ENERGY LTD.
Quan Li, CEO, Alphabow Energy provided a virtual
presentation on the current circumstances being
experienced by Alphabow Energy and a proposal
to address the outstanding taxes owed to Lacombe
County.
The County Manager was directed to prepare a report
on the proposal to be presented at a future Council
meeting for Council’s consideration.

Regularly Scheduled
Meetings for Lacombe
County Council

Road construction
crew working on a
4.7 metre hill cut out
by the river on twp
38-4. Rain finally
stopped, time to put
the big toys to task.

Committee of the Whole
First Tuesday of every second month at 9 a.m.
Council & MPC
Second and fourth Thursday of every month,
starting at 9 a.m..

Photo credit: Brian
Lavallee, Lacombe
County Construction
Supervisor

The public and media are welcome to
attend all Council & MPC meetings. An
agenda will be posted to the website prior
to the meeting.

Applications Open for 2021 MEGlobal Community Contributions Program
Deadline June 30, 2021 to apply for
charitable grants up to $5,000
Up to $5,000 in funding is available for qualifying nonprofit groups with projects that improve the quality of
life in communities near MEGlobal Canada’s Prentiss
or Fort Saskatchewan, Alberta manufacturing sites
through the 2021 MEGlobal Canada Community
Contributions Program.
“MEGlobal’s commitment to our communities is a
big part of our culture and we are proud to offer a
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program that supports organizations that are also
committed to making our communities even better
places to live, work and grow,” said Trish Thompson,
MEGlobal Public Affairs Manager.
Selections will be made by a committee of MEGlobal
employees and will be announced in July.
In order to apply for the MEGlobal Canada Community
Contributions Program, organizations must:
• Have charitable or tax-exempt status as a
qualified municipal or non-profit organization in
Fort Saskatchewan or Prentiss, Alberta regions
• Provide a budget detailing how the funds will be
used

•

Complete the project within one year of funding
being received
• Demonstrate how the project positively affects at
least one of the following key areas: Education,
Environment, Economy, Community and Health
and Safety.
• Applications must be submitted by Wednesday,
June 30 at 11:59 p.m.
Only online applications will be accepted. To apply, go
to https://www.meglobal.biz/committed-to-community/
community-contributions-program/
For more information about the MEGlobal Community
Contributions Program, contact Public Affairs Manager
Trish Thompson at thompspd@meglobal.biz.
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
May 27, 2021
COVID-19 UPDATE

Recreation Capital Assistance Reserve.

Council was provided with an update on the latest
COVID-19 statistics and the Province's current
announcement re: stages for the elimination of
mandatory restrictions and the current vaccine
statistics.

LACOMBE HISTORICAL SOCIETY – FLATIRON
BUILDING REVITALIZATION INITIATIVE

ROSEDALE VALLEY SPEED LIMIT BYLAW
REVIEW
The County Manager was directed to seek public
feedback from the residents of the Rosedale Valley in
the form of a letter requesting their input regarding a
possible speed reduction in the community.
CLOSURE & SALE OF ROAD PLAN 2266EO
At the April 22, 2021 meeting, by resolution, Council
instructed the County Manager to proceed with
the process to close Road Plan 2266EO and that
this proposal be circulated to interested parties for
comment. Council was informed that there have been
no objections received from government agencies,
utility companies or adjacent landowners.
The following resolution received the approval of
Council and will be forwarded to the Minister of Alberta
Transportation for approval:
IN THE MATTER of the closure to public travel and
canceling a public highway in accordance with Section
24 of the Municipal Government Act, Chapter M-26,
Revised Statutes of Alberta 2000, as amended;
WHEREAS the land hereafter described is no
longer required for public travel;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that
the Council of Lacombe County does hereby close
the following described road, subject to the rights of
access granted by other legislation or regulations:
1. Plan 2266EO lying within the SW 25-41-02
W5M (0.94 acres +/-)
Excepting Thereout All Mines and Minerals
for the purpose of the consolidation of the 0.94 acres
+/- with the lands in the Certificates of Title for the SW
25-41-02 W5M.		
SUMMER VILLAGE OF GULL LAKE – RIPARIAN
LANDS
A resolution that Lacombe County approve, “inprinciple”, the Summer Village of Gull Lake Riparian
Project subject to alternate access to Gull Lake being
provided, in perpetuity, in an amount equivalent to that
being eliminated through the closure of the statutory
road allowances required to facilitate the project did
not receive Council approval.
CITY OF LACOMBE - LACOMBE MEMORIAL
CENTRE DRY AIR COOLER
By resolution of Council Lacombe County will
contribute up to $ 17,803 to the City of Lacombe’s
Lacombe Memorial Centre Dry Cooler capital project;
and further, this contribution will be funded from the

By resolution of Council Lacombe County will support
the Lacombe & District Historical Society’s Flatiron
Revitalization proposal and agreed to participate in
funding the lease of the Flatiron Building for the fiveyear term of January 1, 2022 to December 31, 2026.
FINANCIAL RESERVE REVIEW RESULTS
A report on the review of the practices, policies and
financial position of Lacombe County as it relates
to the investment in capital assets, was received for
information.
ELECTION UPDATE
A report with regard to the issues requiring direction
from Council for the upcoming general municipal
election in October 2021 was presented for Council’s
consideration. Council is required to make decisions
on these issues by June 30, 2021.
The County Manager was directed to draft a bylaw
that includes all Administration recommendations for
the upcoming general municipal election in October
2021; and further, that this bylaw be presented at the
June 10, 2021 Council meeting.

to pass a motion which endorses the 988 suicide
prevention crisis hotline initiative.
A resolution that Lacombe County endorse the 988
suicide prevention crisis hotline initiative received
Council approval.
BYLAW NO. 1342/21 – TAX RATE BYLAW – 2021
BUDGET AMENDMENTS
Council approved the Lacombe County 2021
operating budget which provides for 1) total revenue
of $68,879,560 comprised of $61,278,900 in operating
revenue, $7,600,660 in reserve transfers, including
a $284,800 transfer from the Tax Rate Stabilization
Reserve, and 2) total operating expenses of
$68,879,560 comprised of $39,563,660 in operating
expenses, net inventory costs of ($25,970), capital
transfers of $12,972,200 and reserve contributions of
$16,329,670.
Council also approved the Lacombe County 2021
capital budget, which provides for revenues and
expenditures of $19,981,430.
Council gave first, second and third reading, and
so passed Bylaw No. 1342/21 providing for the
establishment of the 2021 Tax Rates as follows:

ASB PROGRAM FIELD VISIT
The Agricultural Service Board (ASB) Program
conducts annual field visits to ensure that ASB grant
dollars are being used appropriately to support the
objectives of the ASB Grant Program. In June 2020
a Crop Assurance Specialist, on behalf of the ASB
Grant Program reviewed programs and projects
implemented by Lacombe County under the various
acts the ASB is delegated to enforce.
The resulting Lacombe County Field Visit report was
presented to Council and subsequently received for
information.
SYLVAN LAKE REGIONAL WATER
COMMISSION – DISESTABLISHMENT
By resolution the Council of Lacombe County
approved the disestablishment of the Sylvan Lake
Regional Water Commission.
Bylaw No. 1061/07, a bylaw of Lacombe County to
authorize Lacombe County to take the necessary
action to establish the Sylvan Lake Regional Water
Commission received first, second and third and final
reading by Council on November 8, 2007.
Bylaw No. 1344/21, a bylaw to repeal Lacombe
County Bylaw No. 1061/07 received first, second and
third reading and so passed by Council.
FEDERAL SUICIDE PREVENTION HOTLINE
INITIATIVE
Council referred to a motion passed by the House
of Commons to bring a national 3-digit (988) suicide
prevention crisis hotline to Canada. At this time all
municipalities across Canada are being requested

VETERANS VOICES OF CANADA FLAGS OF
REMEMBRANCE/LACOMBE LEGION NO. 79
The County Manager was directed to prepare a report
regarding the request from the Lacombe Legion
No. 79 and Veterans Voices of Canada Flags of
Remembrance for funding for Plaques of Honor and
flag poles. This report will be presented at a future
Council meeting.
Council Highlights & Minutes
can be found on our website
under the ‘Council’ Link on
the main page - or scan the
QR code (left) with your
smartphone!
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Ellis Bird Farm 2021 Schedule
In case you haven’t
heard, Ellis Bird
Farm is open! We
are so happy to see everyone out here enjoying the
Purple Martins, nature playground, goats, walking
trails, birds, and the Traveling Elk food truck!
Mountain Bluebirds have been sighted on our West
Woods walking trail. Some unusual sightings include
a Northern Goshawk, which unfortunately hunted and
took a Purple Martin, but hawks need to eat too. A
Mourning Warbler was observed during early morning
breeding bird surveys by our Research Assistant,
Lucas Wessner. Mourning Warblers typically breed in
the boreal forest, so to find one this far south during
the breeding season is uncommon.
In our efforts to become a demonstration farm, which
is part of the Ellis Bird Farm mission, we are focusing
more on our farming operations, and this year we are
conducting a research trial demonstrating different
seeding methods to establish a hay crop. The trial
consists of three 30 acre fields, one direct seeded
with a forage seeder, one broadcasted with a floater
truck, and the third with a drone. The drone was
generously provided by Strongfield Environmental
and sparked a lot of curiosity with our visitors and
staff. The drone held 15 lbs of seed (roughly one acre
worth) and was flown via GPS with a predetermined
flight plan. We will continue to observe and record the
differences between the seeding methods throughout
the growing season, specifically plant density.
The drone is an intriguing technology, because
of its ability to seed more sensitive areas such as
riparian wetlands and rough terrain that conventional
equipment cannot access.
Since COVID-19 restrictions have been lifting, we
have been working hard to develop an event schedule
for the summer! You can register for events on our
website at www.ellisbirdfarm.ca. Registration for
events will be posted approximately one month prior
to each event. Here’s what folks can look forward to
this year:

Dates

Topic

RSVP

Saturdays in
June, Wednesdays and
Fridays in July
& August

Knee High
Nature (1.5
hr program,
geared towards
ages 3-8)

We have been receiving many questions from people
who wish to visit, and we would like to answer those
questions for you.

Registration
Required

Saturdays in
July & August

Junior Naturalists (4 hour
program)

Registration
Required

Do I need an appointment to come? No! There
is plenty of room for people to safely distance
themselves around the site, so you can come
anytime.

Nature with
Sundays in July
Registration
Amy and Sandy
& August
Required
(2 hr program)
June 19

eBird Workshop

Registration
Required

June 20

Father’s Day –
Build a Birdhouse & Bird
Walk

Registration for
Bird Walk Only

June 26

Birds in Flight
Photography
Workshop

Registration
Required

June 27

Bluebird Trail
Tour

Registration
Required

July 1

Canada Day
BioBlitz

No Registration

July 4

Bird Walk

Registration
Required

July 10

Bluebird Festival

Registration for
Banding Workshop Only

July 17

Beaver Night

Registration
Required

July 18

Bird Walk

Registration
Required

July 24

Bat Night

Registration
Required

August 7

Kestrel Workshop & Ducks
Unlimited Talk

Registration
Required

August 8

Bird Walk

Registration
Required

August 14

Bug Jamboree

No Registration

August 22

Bird Walk

Registration
Required

How much is admission? Admission is by donation.
We are currently raising money to pave more trails
to make our site more friendly to those with mobility
challenges.
When are you open? Our hours are 11 am to 5 PM
Tuesday to Sunday and holiday Mondays.
What are the COVID-19 restrictions? We are
abiding by Alberta Health Services restrictions.
Outdoor gatherings cannot exceed 20 people. Masks
are not required outdoors if physical distancing is
maintained from people outside your household.
Masks are required inside the Visitor Centre and gift
shop, as well as the Ellis Centre.
What is there for kids to do at your site? We
have plenty of opportunities for kids. Our new nature
playground is a unique experience for kids, with a
platform in the trees, loose parts play, and a little
cabin in the woods. Kids can also visit the goats, ride
some antique tractors, and dip net for invertebrates
in the dipping pond. Not to mention all of the wild
animals they are likely to see including ground
squirrels, squirrels, snowshoe hares and numerous
birds.
Is the Ellis Café open? Unfortunately, the Café has
not been able to open this year, due to COVID-19.
The Traveling Elk food truck is here Fridays,
Saturdays, and Sundays until the end of June!
Come visit us! We are located just 15 minutes
southeast of Lacombe, and 30 minutes northeast of
Red Deer at 39502 Range Road 260, across from the
Prentiss Plant.
Article submitted by Ellis Bird Farm

Photo Credit: Sandy Can Dijk
Photo Credit: Amy Jin

18

Photo Credit: Calvin Ireland

June 18, 2021 - County News

Community Notice:

Joffre Site Ethylene 1 (E1)
maintenance turnaround planned
Our E1 facility will be shut down from mid August to end
of September/mid-October 2021 for a turnaround.
What can you expect?
• Flaring during plant shut-down and start-up
• An increase in contractors to site (approximately
1,000 contractors at peak)

How are we minimizing impact?
• West access to site temporarily
opened for usage
• Staggered shifts
• No bussing due to COVID
restrictions — contractor
orientation reinforcing ‘road
etiquette expectations’ while
travelling through farming
communities

DRIVE
WITH CARE

What is a turnaround?
Turnarounds offer us the
opportunity to conduct
maintenance and
renewal of our facilities
outside of our day-to-day
maintenance activities.

Why do we flare?
We are located in a
farming community

Other planned maintenance activities:
• Polyethylene 1 (PE1) Major Outage: mid-September 2021
• Ethylene 3 (E3) Turnaround: mid-May to end June 2022
• PE1 Turnaround: end June to end July 2022

Flaring is considered to
be a safe, environmentally
acceptable way to dispose
of hydrocarbons —
required when a plant
needs to isolate for
maintenance activities
and during emergency
events.

ATTENTION TO NEIGHBOUR IMPACTS IS ALWAYS A PRIORITY

If you have questions, call our 24-hour number
403-314-8767 or email joffresite@novachem.com
www.novachemicals.com
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COVID-19: What YOU need to know
While the office remains open, some Lacombe
County staff continue to work from home.
As such, the public is advised to call ahead to ensure the
staff member you are wishing to meet with is in the office.
All staff members are available via email and cell phone.
We ask that you consider using the following alternative service
options:
• Phone (403-782-6601)
• Email (info@lacombecounty.com)
• Online service request portal
• Facebook (@LacombeCounty)
Please use teleconference or video-conference tools whenever
possible to meet with staff. In-person meetings with staff can be
scheduled by contacting the employee directly, or by phoning
the main office line for assistance.

Alberta enters Stage 2 reopening
Alberta entered Stage 2 of the Open for Summer Plan on June 10. The following restriction
changes are now in effect province wide:
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Outdoor social gatherings – 20 people max
with distancing
Indoor recreation, entertainment and other
settings (rec centres, arenas, casinos,
cinemas, theatres, museums, galleries,
libraries, etc.) – open at 1/3 of fire code occupancy
Gyms and fitness studios – open for solo
and drop-in activities and indoor fitness
classes with 3 metre distancing
Sport and performance activities – can
resume indoors and outdoors
Youth day and overnight camps – resume
with restrictions
Post-secondary – return to in-person learning
Restaurants – indoor and outdoor dining,
up to 6 people per table, different households can dine together but must stay 2
metres apart
Retail – 1/3 of fire code occupancy
Funeral services and receptions – 20
people max. Receptions are permitted
outdoors only
Wedding ceremonies and receptions – 20
people max. Receptions are permitted
outdoors only
Outdoor public gatherings (concerts/festivals) – up to 150 people
Outdoor fixed seating facilities (grandstands) – 1/3 seated capacity
Work from home order is lifted but still recommended
All other restrictions remain in effect, includ-
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ing distancing and masking requirements
Alberta’s Open for Summer Plan safely eases
restrictions in 3 stages as vaccinations go up
and hospitalizations go down. Alberta can move
into Stage 3 two weeks after 70% of eligible
Albertans have received at least one dose.
If you have a loved one who has not yet gotten
their vaccine, we have resources available to
help explain why vaccines are safe and important.
Visit www.alberta.ca for the latest information.

Get vaccinated

Alberta can enter the final stage of the Open for
Summer Plan once 70% of Albertans have had
at least one dose of the vaccine. Help us get
there.
Everyone born in 2009 or earlier (turning 12+)
are now eligible to get vaccinated. Book your
shot online, call 811 or visit a participating pharmacy. Temporary walk-in clinics are available in
18 communities across Alberta.
If you already booked a shot but can’t make it,
don’t forget to cancel or modify your appointment so no doses are wasted.
Book your free shot and get more information
by visiting: https://www.alberta.ca/covid19vaccine.aspx.

Open for Summer Lottery
for first doses
A new province wide lottery
will give every Albertan
aged 18 and older who gets
vaccinated a chance to win
$1 million.
Alberta residents over the
age of 18 who have received
at least one dose of vaccine
can register to be entered in
the draw for the $1-million
prize.
Registration will close one
week after 70 per cent of eligible Albertans have received
a first dose. The winner will
be drawn when Stage 3 of
Alberta’s Open for Summer
Plan begins.
“This lottery will help us cross
that 70 per cent threshold
so we can reopen and stay
open. Albertans have already
responded in such a big way
to our vaccine program and
we’ve been able to lift many
health restrictions because of
their efforts. We just need one
final push so we can lift them
all and get back to normal. If
you’ve been waiting to book
or you’ve been looking for a
reason to get the shot, here it
is,” said Premier Jason Kenney.
As of June 13, 2021, More
than 68.5 per cent of eligible
Albertans have received their
first dose, including 19.2 per
cent who are fully vaccinated

with two doses.

Alberta is projected to hit the
70 per cent milestone and
start the two-week countdown
to Stage 3 of Alberta’s Open
for Summer Plan on June 18.
Get your shot
To book your COVID-19
vaccine, visit alberta.ca/vaccine to find available appointments with AHS or participating pharmacies across the
province. Select locations are
offering walk-in clinics for first
doses.
Alberta’s government is
responding to the COVID-19
pandemic by protecting lives
and livelihoods with precise
measures to bend the curve,
sustain small businesses and
protect Alberta’s health-care
system.
To be eligible for the lottery,
you must:
•
•
•

•

Reside in Alberta at the
time of the draw.
Be 18 years of age and
older.
Be able to provide proof
of receiving your dose of
an approved vaccine for
the draw.
Anyone who has already
received one dose is
eligible to enter the lottery (out-of-province are
eligible, with proof).
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Lyme Disease Basics: No tick is a good tick
Any tick that will bite a human may
carry various infectious pathogens.
Ticks will feed on various wild animals
picking up infectious pathogens. Lyme
disease (often misspelled as “Lime” or
“Lymes”) is an inflammatory infection
that spreads to humans through tick
bites.
Lyme disease is a borreliosis caused
by borrelia bacteria, which commonly
infects animals like birds, mice, other
small rodents, and deer. Ticks pick up
the bacteria by biting infected animals,
and then pass it on to other animals,
including human hosts. There are many
strains or genospecies of borrelia that
cause Lyme disease (borreliosis) in

humans just as there are many strains
of the flu virus that cause flu symptoms
in humans, with some strains more
virulent than others.
Three stages of Lyme (often blurred
together quite rapidly)
Stage 1: Early infection (first few
days after infection)
Stage 2: Infection spreads (days to
weeks following infection)
Stage 3: Chronic Lyme (days to
weeks after infection if left untreated,
or not properly treated, for months/
years after infection)
Lyme disease is most treatable during
Stage 1. As time passes, both treat-

ment and diagnosis become more
difficult. Symptoms worsen during each
stage of infection, ranging from flu-like
symptoms to neurological illnesses,
including paralysis. With chronic Lyme
disease there is not one system of
the body that can be unaffected… this
includes various hormone production
as well.
Lyme disease is on the rise in Canada. Decrease your risk of infection
by taking preventative action and
learning more about Lyme.

tick – is the most common Lyme-carrier.
Visit the Canadian Lyme Disease
Foundation website to order tick kits
and to learn how to ID common ticks in
Canada. https://canlyme.com/

Tick ID & Removal
Canada is home to many species of
ticks, but the Ixodes Tick – more often
known as the “black-legged” or “deer”

Explore Lacombe County through Geocaching
June is Recreation & Parks Month (JRPM). Lacombe County's
geocaching program will help you explore the many amazing
places in our County.
June is Recreation and Parks Month (JRPM) is
a fun and exciting way to celebrate recreation,
culture and parks and all of the activities we
love to do solo or with our families, friends
and neighbours! Lacombe County offers an
abundance of opportunities for everyone,
including a number of recently created spaces.
To help you explore Lacombe County, we have
15 geocaches hidden in our boundaries, at many
County parks, communities and trails within our
boundaries.
What is geocaching?
Geocaching is a real-world, outdoor treasure
hunting game using GPS-enabled devices.
Participants navigate to a specific set of GPS
coordinates and then attempt to find the
geocache (container) hidden at that location.

What do I need to go geocaching?
You will need a GPS device or a GPSenabled phone so that you can navigate to
the cache. You can also get a Geocaching.
com membership (if you want to find more than
Lacombe County's caches), but we have posted
the GPS Coordinates for our caches at www.
lacombecounty.com.
Where can I learn more about geocaching?
Geocaching has been around for many years.
You can learn all about it at www.geocaching.
com/guide, or search for "Geocaching 101".
Where can we find Lacombe County's
geocaches?
If you're at one of our parks, day-use areas, trails

or hamlets, there might be a geocache near you!
We have hidden caches throughout the County
at:
• Sunbreaker Cove boat launch
• Ray's Pond (near Eckville)
• Anderson Park
• Sandy Point Beach
• Kuhnen Park
• Mary & Cliff Soper Natural Area
• Mirror
• Tees Fishing Pond
• TransCanada Trail
• Lacombe County Office
• and many more locations!
Visit www.LacombeCounty.com for more
details

June is Recreation & Parks
Month, and we encourage
you to explore your Lacombe
County! We have many beautiful parks, trails, ponds and
other locations for residents
and visitors to enjoy. You can
learn all about them at www.
lacombecounty.com in the
"Explore & Play" section.
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AROUND THE COUNTY

WHAT WE DO

Alix and Area Community Resource Centre

Sidewalk Games

Highlights
Aging In Your CommunitySenior services are available if you need help to
learn about health and social supports for yourself
or a loved one. Our staff can help with creating a
plan that can give greater control over
independence and quality of life. Offered in
partnership with the New Horizons For Seniors
Program. Please call for more information.
Summer ProgrammingMake sure to follow our social media page and
watch for local postings on upcoming activities,
for all ages. If you have any programs
you would like to see in our
community this summer, stop
by to share your ideas with us!
Alix and Area

Community
Resource Centre

Family SupportDo you need some extra
guidance and help with parenting
or for your children? Numerous resources
can be accessed for ages 0-18. Register for
upcoming Park n Play dates in Alix, June 11 & 25
from 1:00 PM-2:30 PM, hosted in partnership
with Lacombe FRN. Contact us for more details
and to book a spot.

Monday to Thursday

Services
Available

Bay 1, 5008 50 Ave, Alix, AB

403-396-3369

Stop in and play at one
of the several locations!

Information &
Referral
Resource Navigation
Volunteer Services
Family Wellness
Meals on Wheels
Home Support
Community Services

For more information visit www.lacombe.ca/choosewell

Adult Learning
Alix Food Bank
alixmirrorwellness@gmail.com
Follow us on Facebook
@AlixandAreaCommunity
ResourceCentre
www.alixcrc.com

10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

*Closed all statutory holidays*

EXPLORE THE CITY’S

NOW HIRING - RETURNING OFFICERS
Do you like helping others and enjoy giving back to your community?
We're looking for someone like you to help us run the next provincial election.
We also provide complete training and support.
• Returning Officers plan, prepare, and conduct election-related
events in their electoral division.
• Returning Officers are familiar with their community and work to
establish polling places and to provide electors with appropriate
voting opportunities.
• Returning Officers hire, train, and manage elections staff to ensure
both the returning office and polling places operate efficiently.
• Returning Officers assist candidates, official agents, and electors to
understand the voting process, and meet with different community
groups to communicate voting information, give presentations,
or to respond to media inquiries.

For more details or to apply, visit elections.ab.ca/jobs
Elections Alberta is a non-partisan Office of the Legislative Assembly of Alberta
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Make a

SPLASH

at the Kinsmen Aquatic Centre
5429 53rd Street, Lacombe AB

• The pool re-opens on June 12th! Visit Lacombe.ca/pool
to view the current pool schedule. Lane swims and water
fitness classes must be pre-booked. Call the pool at
403-782-1278 or visit our website to register.
• The Spray park is open 7 days a week from 11am-8pm,
weather dependent.
• Summer program registration is now open. Register
online at Lacombe.ca/pool
• Summer membership sale at the Kinsmen Aquatic Centre
from June 14th- July 14th! Stop by and play to win 5%,
10%, or 15% off all pool memberships!
For more information call 403.782.1278 or visit
www.lacombe.ca/pool.

Help the Mary Moore
Public Library serve
you better!
If you live in the City of Lacombe or
the County, we want to hear from you,
whether you are an active library user or
not.
Your input and ideas will direct our
programs, collections, and services over
the next few years in order to provide a
library that is relevant and useful to you.
We’re here to serve our entire community, so please participate in our online
survey.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LWZCTZ6
Every person who
completes the survey
will be entered into
our prize draw for gift cards to local businesses- $200 Co-op, $100
Tasty Bites, $50 Kavaccino's Cafe &
Catering

23

CountyNews
News- -August
June 18,
County
18,2021
2017

JULY 2021
Sun
27

Mon

Tue

28

29

Wed
30

Thu

Fri

July 1

Sat

2

3

9

10

16

17

Help us promote

YOU!

CANADA DAY
(Office closed)
4

5

6

7

8

Do you know a
business, person,
place or volunteer
you want to see
profiled in County
News?

County Council
9 AM
11

18

25

12

13

19

20

26

27

14

21

28

15

22

29

23

Do you have a
photograph you want
to share?

24

30

If so, email communications@
lacombecounty.com with your ideas,
photographs or stories.

31

We'd love to hear from you!
100-YEAR FARM FAMILY RECOGNITION

Lacombe County Directory

Lacombe County celebrates the
contributions of local farm families who
have worked in Lacombe County
through generations with the 100-Year
Farm Family program.
To get your sign, contact Lacombe County
(403-782-6601). Participants will have the
option of sharing the history of their farm through the County
News and social media channels.

Follow us online for
the latest news!
/LacombeCounty
@LacombeCounty
www.lacombecounty.com

RR3, Lacombe Alberta T4L 2N3 www.lacombecounty.com

Department Numbers:

Planning Services - 403-782-8389
Community Services - 403-782-8959
Operations - 403-782-8379
Public Works Shop - 403-782-3567

General
After Hours Emergency Answering Service

403.357.1210

Administration Fax

403.782.3820

Public Works Fax

403.782.5356

For Service Requests, see our website - or phone the switchboard at 403-782-6601

Senior Administration
Tim Timmons, County Manager
ttimmons@lacombecounty.com
Michael Minchin, Director of Corporate Services
mminchin@lacombecounty.com

If you have feedback or story ideas, please contact:
Nicole Plewis, Communications Coordinator
communications@lacombecounty.com
403.782.6601
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Call 403-782-6601 to speak
with the County Manager
or with a Lacombe County
Director

Bill Cade, Director of Operations
bcade@lacombecounty.com
Dale Freitag, Director of Planning Services
dfreitag@lacombecounty.com
Keith Boras, Director of Community Services
kboras@lacombecounty.com

Council

COUNTY
NEWS
is published by Lacombe County and printed by PostMedia.

Main Office - 403-782-6601

Home

John Ireland, Division 1
Brenda Knight, Division 2

Cell
403.392.3981

403.788.2168

Barb Shepherd, Division 3

403.550.2168
403.340.9724

Paula Law, Division 4

403.784.3803

403.348.1755

Ken Wigmore, Division 5

403.782.2593

403.588.1222

Keith Stephenson, Division 6

403.748.2431

403.350.4940

Dana Kreil, Division 7

403.746.3607

403.358.9400

