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Lacombe County launches Environmental
Stewardship Award
Lacombe County is excited to launch its Environmental Stewardship Award, which is designed to
recognize a Lacombe County resident who practices
environmental conservation and sustainability on
their property.
Any member of the public can nominate an individual
for this award. A committee will select the successful recipient. The nomination period is from July 1,
2021 to August 31, 2021. Please submit applications
in person or by email to jberry@lacombecounty.com.
The winner will be selected by a judging panel and
will receive a one-time cash prize of $1,500.

dent’s understanding of environmental sustainability
and aiding them in making decisions that consider
their relationships to natural systems, communities,
and future generations. Earlier this year, we implemented the Environmental Community Engagement
Program, which replaced the Environmental Improvement Grant program. The Environmental Community
Engagement Program will run for three years and
comprises three components: a wetland education
program, an environmental stewardship award, and a
resident environmental sustainability program.
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Visit www.LacombeCounty.com for updates, forms and information on
running for office and on the 2021 municipal election.

What to expect when running for municipal government?
Did you know that there is a municipal election
happening this October? If you’ve thought about
getting involved in your community, this is the time
to consider running for local government! New for
2021: Nominations will be accepted between now
and September 20, 2021.
Serving your community can be a rewarding
experience. There are many good reasons to run
for office—you might run to be actively involved
in the local decision-making process, contribute
your experience and knowledge to the community,
address issues or lead change in your community.

What makes a good candidate?
Many residents are eligible to run for municipal
office, but a question could be ‘Who should run
and what are some of the qualities most needed?’
Municipal Councils are traditionally best served by
residents who:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Have a sincere desire to make a positive
difference in their community;
Have a willingness to talk to, listen to and
understand the public and their interests;
Bring energy and enthusiasm to Council and
the community;
Are patient, as change takes time and the
engagement and commitment of others;
Have the time to commit to their
responsibilities;
Are team players who work well with
others and accept various opinions; and
Have passion for the community.

All candidates are advised to discuss with their
current employers their intention to run and how
this might affect their employment.

Time Commitment
Being elected to Council can equal a significant
commitment of time. It is important not to
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underestimate the amount of time required to be a
dedicated and effective Council member.
When elected, you will serve a term of office.
During this time you will need to attend:
•
•
•
•

Regular and special Council meetings;
Meetings of Council committees;
Meetings of other organizations as a
representative of Council; and
Community events.

You should also develop a platform when running
for a position on Council. A platform consists of
the ideas, goals and beliefs you are campaigning
for. It lets the voters know what position you have
on issues. When developing your platform you
should:
•
•
•

Preparing yourself before you run

•
•

To better understand and prepare for the election
and potentially the position of Councillor, you can
undertake many activities to learn about municipal
government expectations of Councillors. You can
achieve this by:
•
•
•
•

Attend existing Council meetings and see
how they operate;
Review a copy of the Council’s strategic
plan and annual budget;
Speak to past Reeves and Councillors; and
Research areas of importance and become
more involved in the activities of the
community.

Do research on prevalent issues;
Talk and listen to the residents including
youth and elders;
Take a stand on issues, but do not make
promises;
Not limit yourself to only one issue; and
Commit to standing behind certain
community (or even relevant provincial or
national) projects and issues.

Visit www.lacombecounty.com
for the current list of candidates
running in the 2021 election.

Lacombe County Electoral Division Map
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Giving Albertans their say with
Senate nominee elections

Tax Installment

PAYMENT PLAN
Sign up TODAY

for the monthly plan.
Contact Lacombe County at (403) 782-6601 or
visit www.lacombecounty.com for more details.

Automatic
Budget-friendly
Simple
Convenient

Alberta continues to lead the
way in the democratization
of the Canadian Senate by
holding Senate nominee
elections with the next
municipal elections.
Albertans will elect three Senate
nominees – one for each of the
two vacancies and one in case of
early retirement.
“We are keeping our platform
commitment to renew Alberta’s
30-year-old tradition of electing
nominees to the Senate of
Canada. Albertans have every
right to choose who should
represent them in the national
Parliament. It’s about democracy,
plain and simple,” said Jason
Kenney, Premier of Alberta.
While the previous government let
Senate nominee elections expire,
the current government brought
back the Alberta Senate Election
Act to allow for Senate nominee
elections in the province. We
are proud to give Albertans the
chance to have their say for the
good of the province we all call
home.
“The Senate nominee election
is a chance for Albertans to
choose the individuals who will
stand up for them in their federal

Parliament. Elected senators
would give Albertans a real way
to make their voices heard in
the Senate,” said Kaycee Madu,
Minister of Justice and Solicitor
General.
In order to be included on the
ballot, Senate nominee candidates
are required to collect 500
signatures for their nomination
papers and provide a $4,000
deposit to Elections Alberta by
Sept. 20. Additionally, candidates
must be Canadian citizens, at
least 30 years old, own $4,000 in
real property in Alberta and be a
resident of the province.
Quick facts
•

The nominees’ terms begin
when the person is elected
and end when the writ for the
next Senate nominee election
is issued.

•

To date, five of Alberta’s
elected Senate nominees
have been appointed to the
Senate: Stan Waters (1990),
Bert Brown (2007), Betty
Unger (2012), Doug Black and
Scott Tannas (2013).

•

Municipal elections across
Alberta will take place on Oct.
18.

Follow us online TODAY for current
Lacombe County information
/LacombeCounty
@LacombeCounty
www.lacombecounty.com
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SAFETY FIRST

When to contact Alberta
One-Call?

Whether you are landscaping, building a new fence or deck, or simply
planting a garden, disturbing the
ground on your property can cause
damage to a buried utility. Some
utilities are buried mere centimeters
below the surface.

•

The result of a contact with a buried
line can range from loss of an essential service for you or your neighbours
to serious injury or fatalities. The
financial costs of repairing any damage you cause to a buried utility will
be borne by you, the excavator.

THE PROCESS
The request to have buried utilities
identified and marked prior to an excavation is called a Locate Request.

Before you disturb the ground for any
reason:
KNOW WHAT’S
BELOW
Contact Alberta One-Call to request
that the buried utilities on your property be located and marked at least
three full working days before you
plan to dig. Remember that during
the busy Spring or Fall seasons, it
may take longer for utility owners to
respond, so contact us early.
RESPONSIBILITY
You have an obligation to undertake
ground disturbances in a prudent
manner to safeguard the health and
safety of workers and the public.
•
•
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Recognize that there are inherent
dangers in disturbing the ground.
Request, in advance, that the operators of buried utilities identify
and mark the locations of utilities
that could be in conflict
with your ground disturbance.
•
Pre-mark your dig
site with white paint.

•
•
•

Meet with locators, as requested,
to explain the scope and extent of
your ground disturbance.
Wait until all utilities have been
marked before you dig.
Respect the locate marks.
Dig safely.

When you submit a Locate Request,
the system will use the area you
indicated on the map to determine
which companies have a buried utility
registered with Alberta One-Call in
your dig area.
Alberta One-Call records all information related to your locate request on
a Ticket. Your Ticket is sent to each
registered utility owner (Members of
Alberta One-Call) affected by your
excavation. You will be provided with
the Ticket Number associated with
your request.
Within a minimum of three full working days, the notified utility owners
or their approved contract locator will
contact you, or will visit the site to
mark the location of the buried lines
using water-soluble paint or flags.
They will leave a document called
a “Locate Slip” on site. Locate Slips
include an explanation of the markings made on the ground, a drawing
of buried lines in conflict with the dig
area and instructions on how to dig
safely.
Members of Alberta One-Call provide
locate services at no charge to the
excavator.
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MIRROR CORNER
Supports for

We love local businesses!

Seniors

We are looking for Mirror businesses to feature in
the Mirror Corner.
If you operate a business in
the Mirror area and want to be
profiled
in the County News, please
email communications@
lacombecounty.com
with a write-up and photos of
your business.

Did You Know? There is financial assistance available
for Seniors over the age of 65 for household assistance
such as housekeeping, snow removal, or grass cutting?

We'd love to hear
from you!

Special Needs Assistance for Seniors considers specific items
that fall into one of the following three categories:
Appliances/furniture | Health supports
Personal supports
MORE INFORMATION AT:
https://www.alberta.ca/seniors-special-needs-assistance.aspx

Jolly Seniors

Mirror and District Museum

Booking Mirror Community Hall

For Rent

Pancake breakfast every second Sunday from 9 a.m.1 p.m.
Call Lisa 403-788-3890 or cell 403-505-3894.

Mirror Library
2021 Mirror Dog Tags

A license is required for all dogs in Mirror. Dog tag
renewals will be mailed out in December. The fee is
$30 for an altered dog and $50 for an unaltered
dog. For more information please call (403) 782-6601
or visit www.lacombecounty.com (County Services
>Hamlet of Mirror>Policies/Bylaws>Dog Control).

Friends of the Mirror Library Society

The library is open Wednesdays 1 p.m. - 7 p.m. If
you are interested in the library, we invite you to join
our Mirror Library Board. Your interest and input are
welcomed!

Join us Wednesdays from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. Check out
our new selection of books and movies, or access
high-speed Wi-Fi Internet. Thanks to Lacombe
County, you can now connect to the world at Mirror
Public Library.

Mirror Royal Canadian Legion Branch 189 - 5015
50th Avenue
Meat Draws Saturday at 4 p.m. General meetings
second Sunday at 1 p.m. (unless otherwise posted).

Meetings are on the first Monday of the month at 7
p.m. Call 403-788-3828 for more information.
Large room in Mirror Business Centre, for rent by
month or day. Contact Jim Sturgeon 403-788-2380 or
Tasha Conway ATB 403-788-3001

CN Rail crossing delays

If you experience delays longer than 20 minutes at
the Mirror rail yard crossing, call CN Rail at 1-800465-9239. Follow the prompts and be ready to
provide details shown on the crossing signal mast to
CN personnel. Transport Canada may be reached at
1-888-463-0521.

Mirror Skate Park

Located across the street by the community hall.
Meetings occur the second Tuesday of month.
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Distracted Driving Law in Effect
There is a penalty for distracted driving in Alberta with
a fine of $300 and three demerit points.
The law applies to all motor vehicles as defined by the
Traffic Safety Act. It restricts drivers from:
• using hand-held cell phones
• texting or e-mailing (even when stopped at red
lights)
• using electronic devices like laptop computers,
video games, cameras, video entertainment
displays and programming portable audio players
(e.g., MP3 players)
• entering information on GPS units
• reading printed materials in the vehicle
• writing, printing or sketching
• personal grooming (brushing and flossing teeth,
putting on makeup, curling hair, clipping nails or
shaving)
The law applies to all roads in Alberta.
Tickets for distracted driving are issued to the driver of
the vehicle and not the registered owner.
Should a driver receive too many demerit points, their
driver’s licence is suspended. Drivers in the Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL) Program are suspended
when they collect eight or more points. Fully licensed
drivers are suspended when they collect 15 or more
points.
Drivers engaged in any of the identified activities can be charged, even if their driving performance doesn’t appear to be affected. If a driver
commits a moving violation while distracted,
they would receive two tickets – one for distracted driving and one for the moving violation.
Under the Traffic Safety Act, an emergency
vehicle includes police service vehicles, fire
response units, ambulances and gas disconnection units. Drivers of emergency vehicles are
able to use hand-held communication devices
or other electronic devices only when acting
within the scope of their employment.
Activities that are not specifically restricted
under the law are:
• using a cell phone in hands-free mode – the
device is not held in the driver’s hand and
is activated by voice or a single touch to the
device
• using an earphone – if it is used in a handsfree or voice-activated manner
• drinking beverages – coffee, water or pop
• eating a snack
• smoking
• talking with passengers
• listening to a portable audio player – as long
as it is set up before you begin driving
• calling emergency services such as 9-1-1
with a hand-held cell phone
• using two-way radios or hand-held radios
(also known as CB radios) when a driver is
required to remain in contact with one’s employer, such as when escorting oversized
vehicles or when participating in search,
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•

rescue and emergency management situations
permitting the display screen of the following:
- a GPS navigation system – as long as the
system is affixed to the vehicle and programmed
before you begin driving or the system is voice
activated. You cannot hold the unit or manually
enter information while driving
- a collision avoidance system
- a gauge, instrument, device or system that
provides information about the vehicle’s systems
or the vehicle’s location
- a dispatch system for transporting passengers
- a logistical transportation tracking system that
tracks vehicle location, driver status or the delivery of goods for commercial purposes
- an alcohol ignition interlock device

Further, Traffic Safety Act 115(2)(j) - allows police to
charge a driver who permits anything, including a pet,
to cause any obstruction to the driver's clear vision
in any direction. We encourage the continued use of
these existing provisions.
If a driver violates a new distracted driving provision
and an existing provision in the Traffic Safety Act it
would be up to the discretion of the officer as to if one
or both charges would apply.
For the safety of both pets and road users, it is best if
pets are secured in an appropriate pet carrier.

The most frequently asked question regarding the
new law is whether pets are specifically addressed
by the law. Here's the answer! In situations where
the driver becomes too involved with their pet, police
could reasonably argue that the distraction is comparable to the specifically banned activities of reading,
writing and grooming and lay a charge.
Also, existing legislation - Traffic Safety Act 115(2)(i) allows police to charge a driver who permits anything,
including a pet, to occupy the front seat of the vehicle
such that it interferes with the driver's access to the
vehicle controls and the safe operation of the vehicle.

Development Incentive Grant
available for Hamlet of Mirror
Did you know: Lacombe
County has a Development Incentive Program
(DIG) aimed at encouraging entrepreneurs to
locate their businesses
in the Hamlet of Mirror.

How does it work?

The program offers a
grant based on a percentage of the property
taxes. Eligible commercial or industrial businesses can qualify for
a rebate of up to 100%
of the municipal portion
of their property taxes
for a period of 10 years
(decreasing by 10%
each year for 10 years).
Ready to take a vacation
from municipal property
taxes?

Interested?? Contact the Planning Services Department today
at 403-782-8389!
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OPERATIONS
CONSTRUCTION
NOTIFICATION
Lacombe County construction crews will be
working on Township Road 39-2 (Location De-

scription Twp Rd 39-2 from Rge Rd 1-1 west
2 miles to Hwy 20). The project is expected to
run from July 7 to August 13, 2021 (weather
permitting).
Please expect delays in this area and drive
with caution around construction crews.

Summer Grading Program
in Lacombe County

Summer has arrived! With the warm
and dry weather, gravel roads will see
increasing washboard, and we are
working on reducing that problem as we
speak.
In a dry year, the biggest issue with
gravel roads is washboard. This can be
a difficult problem to address since the
road can be graded one day, but the
washboard returns in a short time frame.
More grading does not necessarily fix
the problem since working up loose
material creates ideal conditions for the
washboard to recur quickly.
Washboard is often created by the
acceleration or stopping action of
vehicles, making washboard more
prevalent at intersections on hills. Drivers
can help reduce the problem by slowly
accelerating away from the intersection
or slowing down as much as possible
before braking when coming up to an
intersection.
Weather, changing traffic patterns, and
public expectations will always challenge
the road system, and the gravel roads will
always be a work in progress.
In wet years the washboard is less
prevalent, but other issues arise such
as wheel rutting, lack of gravel on some
roads, culverts and drainage concerns,
and soft spots appear.
On average our grader district size is
approximately 135 miles (216 km), and
we have eight grader districts. They will
average 10 miles grading per day, so it
takes about 13.5 work days to get around
their district.

We try to grade the gravel roads once
every 2.5 weeks, but numerous factors
will affect that schedule.
• Roads with larger traffic volumes or
heavy traffic require more attention.
• Dust control – the grader operators
prepare each site for calcium, so their
regular schedule is delayed
• Gravel crew in their area has the
same effect
• Rain will push back the schedule
A road that has been adequate for local
traffic for many years may be impacted
if a new business or industry is installed
along that road

Service Canada is hiring!
Join us today!
Here at Service Canada, we have
various positions available to suit your
experience and interests. There are
permanent, temporary, full-time and
part-time positions to meet your specific
needs. We also offer competitive pay with
appealing benefit plans.

Service Canada is committed to creating a workplace that is
culturally respectful of Indigenous peoples and supportive of their
career development. Some of the initiatives available to Indigenous
employees are the Indigenous Peer Support Program, the Indigenous
Mentoring Program and the Indigenous Employees’ Circle (a national
forum for Indigenous employees in the Department to network and to
connect with their Indigenous colleagues across the country).
Your team awaits you. Come start your federal career with us today!

Gravel – roads are gravelled on average
of once every three years
Despite the many challenges of keeping
gravel roads in good summer driving
condition, we have systems and
procedures in place to keep these roads
as safe as possible. While driving gravel
roads this summer, please obey the
speed limit and be vigilant for washboard
and soft spots.

What kind of work will you do?

Citizen Services Officer
A Citizen Services Officer is the first point of contact for Canadians requiring access to federal programs and services.
You are the face of Service Canada, working hand in hand with clients to resolve their queries and support them.
Payment Services Officer
A Payment Services Officer (PSO) plays a crucial role in the administration of federal benefit programs such as
Employment Insurance, Canada Pension Plan and Old Age Security. There are two different PSO jobs. A Call Centre PSO
provides help to clients on the phone, and a Processing PSO processes claim requests to determine entitlements.
Program Services Officer
A Program Services Officer reviews applications for Canada Pension and Old Age Security benefits and make decisions
on entitlements.
Passport Officer
A Passport Officer reviews applications, checks eligibility and make decisions on issuing passports. Detecting potential
frauds and background checks are also part of the duties.
Integrity Services Officer
An Integrity Services Officer determines the eligibility of persons applying for Employment Insurance benefits, monitors
the payments throughout the duration of a claim and conducts investigation when there appears to be fraud.

Is this job the right fit for you?

 Have you successfully completed secondary school, GED or have a combination of education, training and experience?
 Do you have customer experience, or know how to use the internet or email?
 Are you a people person?
 Are you a bit of a detective?
 Do you have an eye for details?
If you have answered yes to any of the above questions, we encourage you to apply today.

Interested in applying? Or have questions?
Please email us at
ESDC.2021-CSD-EA-WT-0076228.EDSC@hrsdc-rhdcc.gc.ca
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ENVIRONMENT
Get your Wild About Bees
seeds & handbook
the development of pollinator
habitats, resulting in the creation of the Wild About Bees
Initiative, which focuses on
educating and encouraging
the public to create quality
pollinator habitats.

“We know native pollinators are declining, but what
is the best way to combat
this? Create more habitat!”
For $14.00, you can
purchase a package of pollinator seed mix and a Wild
About Bees handbook.
Each seed packages contains: 6 native bunch grasses, 2 native clovers, and
up to 40 native wildflowers
to the central Alberta area.
This seed mix mimics a
natural ecosystem.
Did you know: native pollinators benefit
more from native plants? Native plants are
their natural food source in the wild. It is
advantageous to the native pollinator populations for us to plant native species versus
ornaments plants.
It is well known that native bees and other
pollinators species are on the decline, mainly due to habitat loss. Lacombe County has
noticed a recent interest in pollinators and

The Wild About Bees program will provide participants
with seeds native to and
suitable for the use in the Lacombe County and Central
Alberta.

•
•
•
•
•

What you will find in your
handbook?
Site prep trips for optimum success
How to create a high quality pollinator
garden, specific for native pollinators
Photo identification of all the species
in your seed package
Lacombe County’s top 20 favourite
pollinators
Where to find further resources

Vesta Energy Ltd.
Spring Roadside
Clean-up 2021

113 KILOMETERS OF ROADSIDE WAS WALKED
133 BAGS OF GARBAGE AND DEBRIS WAS RECOVERED
Vesta selected the week of May 10th to 16th for our
Annual Public Roadside Clean-up week for 2021.
Amid continuing COVID-19 restrictions we adapted and took to the
ditches of Red Deer and Lacombe Counties. Vesta staff from our
field Offices, Lacombe Office and Calgary Office all spread out with
the goal of helping keep our community clean and to give back to the
area in which we operate.
Our third annual Vesta Roadside Clean-up was a great success.

Contact Lacombe County for a copy of the
Wild About Bees handbook and seed package by calling 403-782-8959.

Thank you to all those that
were able to help in this effort.

Vesta is dedicated to responsible energy development
with the help of local people and businesses

New mural installed at Bentley Municipal Library
BENTLEY MUNICIPAL LIBRARY
JUNE 2021
It is an exciting time at the Bentley
Municipal Library and we are excited to
finally be able to welcome our patrons back
inside of the library. A beautiful new
exterior mural has been completed and
installed by John Ellenberger. This project
was facilitated by the Annual Recreational,
Cultural, Historical, Tourism Funding
Support Grant from The Town of Bentley.
We will be hosting a Welcome Back event
with the Town of Bentley, the library board,
society, staff and the public to celebrate
this beautiful work and officially welcome
everyone back to the library. Stay tuned to
our social media channels for details!
Along with books, Bentley Library offers a
vast array of collections for patrons to
borrow. Whatever your passion or hobby
we have a collection to build on your skill
and knowledge.
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The following is a shortened list of the
collections available to our patrons:
• Baking collection – 3D pans, various
sized cake pans, and specialty pans
(including Disney Forms!)
• Physical Literacy – T-ball, bocce ball,
lawn darts, ladder ball, lawn bowling,
striding poles, fitness DVDs,
kettlebells, small equipment, snow
shoes – various sizes (children to
adult) and more!
• DVDs – 2000+
• Games – board, children and Wii
• Read along kits
• Literacy kits – sensory and more
• Books
• Puzzles
• Laminating
• Copying
• Invigilation (by appointment)

New mural was installed by John Ellenberger as
the previous mural was deteriorating and this
was a beautiful way to preserve some of the
history and culture of the library and community.

ATTENTION
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AGRICULTURE

Grain Bag and
Twine Recyclers
in Lacombe
County
What to know about grazing
of livestock
along
roadsides
Lacombe County understands that climatic conditions
play a major factor in agriculture operations. Western
Canada has historically experienced growing seasons
of extreme drought conditions.
While Lacombe County wishes to assist livestock
owners in years where periods of drought may cause
livestock feed shortages by permitting their livestock
to graze County road ditches, livestock owners
MUST enter into a signed agreement with the
County.
In addition, livestock owners MUST follow the
guidelines below, as laid out in AG(15) Temporary
Grazing of Livestock Along Roadsides.
1. Livestock owners may fence roadsides adjacent
to their own property.
2. Livestock species includes and is limited to
cattle, goats, horses and sheep.
3. Livestock may graze roadsides adjacent to
gravel roads, machinery roads and undeveloped road allowances. Grazing roadsides adjacent to paved surfaces is prohibited.

4. Roadsides shall be fenced with a portable
10. Livestock owners interested in temporarily
electric
and energized
while
livestock are plasticsgrazing
County
roadsides
must enter into a
Are fence
you recycling
your
agricultural
and twine
helping
to promote
present. Fencing must meet generally
accepted
signed
agreement
as
attached
in Schedule
agriculture sustainability?
practices of animal husbandry to contain grazA.
ing livestock.

IT ONLY WORKS IF YOU RECYCLE RIGHT!!

5. Fences shall be erected a minimum of 24
inches from the road surface.

Pleasemust
ensure
you arefrom
onlyroadsides
recycling
6. Fences
be removed
by clean baler twine and/or grain bag plastic, to
ensure1. all product is accepted for recycle. See the following instructions below.
October
7. Should the livestock owner not remove the
fencing by October 1, the County shall deem
fencing to be abandoned and will remove and
dispose of fence at livestock owner’s expense.
8. Livestock owners shall monitor on a daily basis
to ensure:
a. livestock are secured inside fenced area;
b. fence is energized; and
c. animal husbandry is being met
9. Livestock must be removed from roadsides
each night (prior to sunset) for safety of livestock and road users.

NO feed bags ~

NO grain totes

~

NO silage plastic ~

ATTENTION
Grain Bag Recycling

NO bale wrap

Twine Recycling

Grain Bag and Twine Recyclers in Lacombe County
Are you recycling your agricultural plastics and twine helping to promote
agriculture sustainability?
Requirements:

Requirements:

•

1. Shake – Remove as much debris, snow or ice as possible.
Excessively dirty twine may be rejected, or subject to a
landﬁll tipping fee or additional charges at drop oﬀ.

IT ONLY WORKS IF YOU RECYCLE RIGHT!!

Agriculture producers who request grain bag recycling
services must provide one individual on site, capable of
Please ensure you are only recycling clean baler
twine and/or grain bag plastic, to
assisting the rolling and collection operation.

ensure all product is accepted for recycle. See
the following instructions below.
• Grain bags MUST BE FREE of grain, mud, dirt debris, and
vermin.

NO feed bags ~

NO grain totes

Grain Bag Recycling

~

•

To ensure used grain bags are eligible for recycling, grain
bag collection services should be scheduled within one
week of grain extraction.

•

Grain bag collection services are oﬀered free of charge.

2. Bag – Place loose twine in a Clean Farms Twine Recycling
Bag and tie bags to close. Please do not knot the twine.
Clean Farms Twine Recycling bags are available free of
charge at Lacombe County oﬃce or Lacombe Regional
Waste Services Commission Transfer Sites.
3. Return – Return to a Lacombe Regional Waste Services
Commission Transfer Site during regular business hours.

Details:

Details:

At this time, Lacombe County is ONLY collecting grain
bags. The grain bags will be rolled and collected directly
at the farm sites for eventual delivery to a plastic recycling
center in Alberta.

Producers can pick up Clean Farms Twine Recycling Bags at
the Lacombe County oﬃce and Lacombe Regional Waste
Services Commission Transfer Sites during regular business
hours. Twine will only be accepted if it is placed in the
Clean Farms Twine Recycling Bag, and then brought to the
collection site.

NO silage plastic ~

NO bale wrap

Twine Recycling
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AGRICULTURE

The Future is Bright!

The dynamic and ever-changing landscape
of the agricultural sector is met with a
number of challenges when looking
specifically towards the future. Obstacles
such as an increasing age demographic
in agriculture, financial barriers within the
industry, and the loss of available farmland
due to population/urban growth has created
potential issues for young individuals trying
to enter the agricultural sector. Generally
speaking, much of the upcoming generation
interested in the agriculture industry have
shifted their focus from the near-impossible
task of starting their own farming operation,
to pursuing careers that help provide farmers
with new tools to do traditional tasks.

Degree in Environmental Sciences. My
work experience in agricultural research,
as well as the County’s agricultural
division, and with reclamation within
the oil and gas industry showed me the
opportunities are endless and it takes a
wide range of skills to keep the industry
moving forward.
Growing up in the agricultural industry
I have seen the ups and downs and
many long hours that come with farming.
I wouldn’t have it any other way. To
be able to watch the crops grow, raise
calves to take to the market, and work
alongside my family to accomplish these
things, I consider myself lucky! I am
excited to be a part of the Co-op Agro
team and take the next step towards
becoming an agronomist.

Here are the stories of three individuals
exploring different avenues within the
agricultural sector:
•

My name is Jonathan Ericson. I am
from the City of Lacombe, Alberta and
am currently enrolled in a Bachelor
of Science in Agriculture, majoring
in Sustainable Agriculture Systems.
Agriculture has always been an interest
of mine due to the family ties I have
to the industry. Through my summer
placement with the Central Alberta Coop, I have been given the opportunity to
pursue a potential career in agronomy.
I decided to pursue a career in
agriculture for a number of reasons.
Most notably, the agricultural industry
is in constant pursuit of growth and
innovation as a result of the everpresent issues of exponential population
growth worldwide, water shortages,
decreased land availability and
nutrient/resource deficiencies; as a
result of the numerous and daunting
challenges, the ag industry must
draw from many sources in order to
produce more with less on a consistent
basis. Innovation within the industry
has brought about new opportunities
for employment through avenues
such as precision agriculture, drone
and GIS technology and equipment
automation/programming with the goal
of sustainability.

•

Hi there, my name is Britni (Crawford)
Bennett and I grew up on a beef and
grain farm north of Lacombe. I was
an active 4H beef member growing
up and have always enjoyed helping
on the farm. I went to Olds College
to complete my Land and Water
Resources Diploma. I then went to the U
of A to complete my Bachelor of Science
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•

I am Ezri Oatway from Clive, Alberta. I’m
a fourth year Ag student at the University
of Alberta, majoring in Agriculture and
Resource Economics. With my father
being a seed farmer and my mother
working as a research scientist at Old’s
College, I am familiar with many different
sides of the industry. From studying the
economics of the industry, I see how
consumer habits have influenced the
mass production and distribution of food.
My goal is to pursue a career in
Environmental Law and with the aim
to advocate for farmers who are faced
with the challenges of the changing
perception of the agriculture industry.
The food market is a very important
topic when faced with a growing
population and will only continue to
gain importance with topics such as
climate change being discussed more
in the media. There are opportunities to
work for ag companies that are looking
for individuals with new ideas to make
their brand more relevant to both the
producers and consumers in terms
of sustainability and reducing their
environmental footprint.

Despite the financial obstacles when
entering the agriculture industry, the younger
generations' interest and passion for farming
is promising. Be it financial, marketing,
research, teaching, legal, or sales to name
a few, the opportunities in agriculture are
endless. This industry has many moving
parts and will continue to benefit from the
upcoming generations not only in the field,
but also through the contributions they will
make at every step of the farm to table
process.
~ Submitted by Central Alberta Co-op
(Lacombe)

FOR RENT
Pasture Sprayers

Lacombe County Community Services has
paster sprayers for County resident to rent!
Rental Rate

$50/day

Deposit

$200

(deposit is refundable when sprayer is returned
in good condition).

Description
• Pull type (behind tractor or truck)
• 40 gallon water capacity, 20 gallon/
acre coverage
RENTAL
RETURN
INFORMATION
When returning sprayer rentals, please
call Lacombe County at least two hours
prior to returning the sprayer. Calls
can be made anytime between 8:00
a.m. and 2:30 p.m.
This ensures that Agriculture staff are on
site and available to receive the sprayer.

• Designed for spraying range and
pasture in rough terrain
• Has additional hand gun system
and fence line spraying nozzle.
• 32-34 foot spray swath / 17 feet on
each side.
• Pintal / pin / draw-bar hitch
• Boomless

To book the sprayer or for questions /
concerns, please call the Community
Services department at 403-782-8959 or
email
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AGRICULTURE
OXEYE DAISY vs. SCENTLESS CHAMOMILE

WEED ALERT

This month, we’ll look at two commonly
seen plants that are currently in bloom
around Lacombe County and have similar
growth habits and control methods: oxeye
daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare) and scentless chamomile (Tripleurospermum perforatum).

produce up to 1 million seeds that are viable as soon
as the flower is formed. Buried seeds can remain
viable up to 15 years.
Chamomile causes blistering in the muscles of wildlife, thus they cannot use it for forage. Do not confuse this chamomile with the kind used for making
tea; it will cause blistering in the mouth and throat.

These plants are targeted by Lacombe
County’s noxious-weed-management programs.Characteristics

Control
Control of both oxeye daisy and scentless chamomile is relatively easy. Smaller populations can be
maintained by hand pulling before seed production.
Larger infestations should be dealt with by treating
with an approved herbicide.

Similarities:
•
Both plants have a daisy-like flower
with white petals and a bright-yellow
center, emerging in mid-summer.
•
Both plants grow to 10 to 24 inches
in height.
Differences
•
Oxeye daisy leaves are smooth and
gently lobed. The basal leaves can be
described as “spoon-like.”
•
Chamomile has soft fern-like leaves.
As with many noxious weeds, these plants
are escaped garden perennials that now
invade open space and crowd out native
plants. One scentless chamomile plant can

OXEYE DAISY

SCENTLESS CHAMOMILE

Please remember that when using herbicides,
always read and follow the label. If hand pulling, be
sure to remove the entire root system and to bag the
plants and dispose of them by sending them to the
landfill.
Maintaining healthy native plant communities is the
best way to prevent the establishment of both plants.
Chamomile quickly invades disturbed areas, so
proper revegetation is critical to controlling this plant,
as well as other noxious weed species.

Lacombe County’s Roadside Mowing Program REMINDER!
Lacombe County would like
to remind residents to please
be mindful about what is left
in the county ditches. We
ask that you move debris
completely away, or place
debris into the fence line,
to prevent damage to the

mowing equipment.
These items could include:
• Fence Wire
• Telephone Wire
• Large Rocks
• Posts
• Any other material that
may cause damage

Help us promote YOU!
Do you know a business,
person, place or
volunteer you want to
see profiled in County
News? If so, email
communications@
lacombecounty.com with
your ideas, photographs or
stories.
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SUBDIVISION & DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY
Do you have
questions
about
subdivision or
development
activity?

Contact Us:
Lacombe County
Planning Services
(403) 782-8389
planning@
lacombecounty.com
Dale Freitag
Director of
Planning Services
Cajun Paradis
Senior Planner
Peter Duke
Planner / Development
Officer
Allison Noonan
Planning Services
Administrative Assistant
Chelsey Teers
Planning Services
Receptionist
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SUBDIVISION & DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY
June 1, 2021 to June 30, 2021
Development Applications Received
No.

File No.

Applicant

Legal Description

Proposed Development

Decision
(otherwise pending)

1

101/21

Pleasant Homes Ltd.

Unit 108 Condo Plan 142 2139
(Sandy Point Resort)

Cottage Model

Approved

2

102/21

1512040 Alberta Ltd.

Unit 109 Condo Plan 142 2139
(Sandy Point Resort)

Cottage Model

Approved

3

103/21

SAKA Builders + Craftsman Ltd.

SE 17-40-01-W5M

Dwelling
w/attached garage and shop

Approved

4

104/21

Malcolm & Marina Huntley

Unit 97 Condo Plan 142 2139
(Sandy Point Resort)

Park Model Addition

Approved

5

105/21

Arnold Hofer

NE 23-41-04-W5M

Temporary Mobile Home

Approved

6

106/21

Alexander & Elvira Guse

Lot 12 Block 3 Plan 192 0250
(Pt. NW 15-41-26-W4M)

Dwelling
w/attached garage

Approved

7

107/21

Clayton & Melanie Szoke

Pt. NE 29-39-01-W5M

Setback Relaxation

Approved

No.
8

File No.
108/21

Applicant
Robert & Laura Lee Dick

Legal Description
Lot 29 Block 2 Plan 102 1916
(Lakeview Estates, Gull Lake)

Proposed Development
Dwelling
w/attached garage and shop

Decision
(otherwise
pending)
Approved

9

109/21

Christer & Alyssa von Albedyhll

Lot 11 Block 1 Plan 212 1491
(Pt. NW 07-40-26-W4M)

Dwelling
w/attached garage

Approved

10

110/21

Douglas Rogers

Lots 1 & 2 Block 1 Plan 5823BK
(Hamlet of Joffre)

Dwelling
w/attached garage

11

111/21

Shane & Donna Soley

Lot 5 Block 2 Plan 082 8146
(Silver Springs)

Gazebo

Approved

12

112/21

Kelly Krause

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 032 2273
(Pt. NW 9-40-24-W4M)

Addition to dwelling
and setback relaxation

Approved

13

113/21

SAKA Builders+Craftsman Ltd.

Lot 18 Block 5 Plan 152 4826
(The Slopes of Sylvan)

Dwelling
w/attached garage and shop

14

114/21

SAKA Builders+Craftsman Ltd.
(Slopes Developments Ltd.)

Lot 44 Block 5 Plan 152 4826
(The Slopes of Sylvan)

Dwelling
w/attached garage and shop

15

115/21

SAKA Builders+Craftsman Ltd.
(Slopes Developments Ltd.)

Lot 48 Block 5 Plan 152 4826
(The Slopes of Sylvan)

Dwelling
w/attached garage and shop

16

116/21

Reginald & Sheila McIlwain

Lot 6 Block H Plan 912 3256
(Rosedale Valley)

Dwelling
w/attached garage, shop and
garden shed

Approved

17

117/21

Dallas Shaw

Lot 3 Block 1 Plan 102 6251
(Pt. SW 15-41-01-W5M)

Home Based Business, Major
(Renewal, Canadian
Compression Systems Ltd.)

Approved
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No.

File No.

Applicant

Legal Description

Proposed Development

Decision
(otherwise pending)

18

118/21

Charles Busque & Cindy Breton

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 152 4315
(Pt. SW 12-40-02-W5M)

Setback Relaxation

Approved

19

119/21

Bellco Ltd. (Jason Bell)

Lot 2 Block 1 Plan 202 1408
(Pt. NW 36‐41‐26‐W4M)

Dwelling
w/attached garage

Approved

20

120/21

Allan & Norine Peters

Unit 74 Condo Plan 142 2139
(Sandy Point Resort)

Cottage model, deck,
Gazebo and shed

21

121/21

Roland Gosse

NE 32-38-24-W4M

Dwelling
w/attached garage and shop

22

122/21

Brian & Laurie Hensman

Unit 91 Condo Plan 142 2139
(Sandy Point Resort)

Pergola

23

123/21

Wild Rose Holsteins

NE/SE 02-40-28-W4M

Agricultural Building
(Setback Relaxation)

24

124/21

Veldhuisen Construction Ltd.

Lot 20 Block 1 Plan 172 0385
(Wilson's Beach Estates)

Dwelling
w/attached garage

Approved

Subdivision Applications Received
File
No.

Applicant

Legal Description

Proposed Subdivision

25

S-019-21

Ron & Teresa Barritt

S 1/2 01-40-22-W4M

Fragmented

26

S-020-21

Daiana & Olga Casaldarnos

Lots 5&6 Block 72 Plan 7159AI
(Hamlet of Mirror)

Residential
(Fast Track)

27

S-021-21

George Smith Surveys

Lot 1 Block 110 Plan 042 5842
(Hamlet of Mirror)

Residential

28

S-022-21

Nick Lesher

SW 27-39-22-W4M

1st Parcel Out

29

S-023-21

Jonathan Wierenga

Pt. NW 16-40-25-W4M

1st Parcel Out

30

S-024-21

Kenneth Poffenroth

NW 28-41-27-W4M

1st Parcel Out

No.

Decision
(otherwise pending)

Approved
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Lacombe County MP /
MLA contact info
Mr. Blaine Calkins
MP for Red Deer - Lacombe
Phone:(587) 621-0020
Toll-Free: 1-800-665-0865
Fax: (587) 621-0029
Website: https://blainecalkinsmp.ca/
Mr. Ron Orr (UCP)
MLA for Lacombe - Ponoka
Phone: (403) 782.7725
Toll-Free: 1.800.565.6432
Fax: (403) 782.3307
Email: lacombe.ponoka@assembly.
ab.ca
Mr. Jason Nixon (UCP)
MLA for Rimbey-Rocky Mountain
House-Sundre
Phone: (403) 638.5029
Fax: (403) 638.0035
Email: rimbey.rockymountainhouse.
sundre@assembly.ab.ca
Mr. Devin Dreeshen (UCP)
MLA for Innisfail-Sylvan Lake
Phone: (403) 865.7580
Toll-Free: 1.888.655.2535
Email: innisfail.sylvanlake@assembly.
ab.ca

Update your Mailing Address!

We’re
ONLINE!

If your address has changed, make sure to notify us. Call 403-7826601 or email info@lacombecounty.com.
We also recommend updating the title of your property with
Alberta Land Titles. You can obtain a form from us, by calling 780427-2742, or online https://www.alberta.ca/land-titles-overview.
aspx (under Change of address and name).

Lacombe County in on Facebook
and Twitter!
Stay up-to-date on the latest news
and events
Facebook: /LacombeCounty
Twitter: @LacombeCounty
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When to call 911?: Complaints
vs. emergencies
We often get asked, "When should we
call 911?" 911 is for police, fire, or medical emergencies when immediate action
is required: someone’s health, safety or
property is in imminent jeopardy, or a
crime is in progress. 911 should be called
for: Any life-threatening emergency, any
crime in progress and for impaired drivers.
Local police stations have complaint lines
that can be called if you require police
assistance. This number should be used
for crimes that have occurred in the past,
noise complaints and minor incidents.
For general inquiries and complaints
during the day, please call:
• Bashaw RCMP - (780) 372-3593
• Blackfalds RCMP - (403) 885-3333
• Sylvan Lake RCMP - (403) 887-3333
• Rimbey RCMP - (403) 843-2223

•
•

Ponoka RCMP - (403) 783-4471
Lacombe Police - (403) 782-3279

If you accidentally call 911:
Please stay on the line and advise the
operator it was an accident. If a 911
hang-up is received the RCMP will followup by finding out who the number is registered to, and calling and sending police
officers to your location to ensure you are
okay. This process takes up a lot of time,
so if you accidentally call 911, stay on the
line, or answer the phone when they call
back. You will not get in trouble.
Don't program 911 into your speed dial.
It only takes a second to dial it and when
it's pre-programmed, it's easy to dial accidentally.

Regional Mayors and Reeves
statement on COVID-19 in
city, region and province
“As summer draws near, and vaccination rates climb, the Central Alberta regional Mayors and Reeves would like to thank
citizens for their perseverance and cooperation throughout the
pandemic.
COVID-19 in our communities and province affects us all, and
although we are pandemic weary, we need to continue to be
diligent in ensuring we limit the spread of the virus so we can
have the summer that we need and are looking forward to.
We know many in our communities have been directly impacted by public health measures and restrictions. While vaccines
offer long-term hope of resuming something closer to normal
life in the days and months ahead, we still have responsibility
in the short-term to minimize spread. The past 16 months have
been challenging for everyone, but we will come through this if
we continue to work together.
The Central Alberta region is like no other in Alberta. We are
strong, we are determined, and we will continue to come together to support our citizens to reach the goal of stopping the
spread and protecting our regional hospitals and health care
centres. We have worked together throughout the pandemic,
and we will continue to as we return to community life.
We encourage residents to continue to support our local businesses as much as you are able during this time. We have
proven time and time again that we can come together as a
region, and resiliently respond to challenges head-on.
It is imperative that we remain strong and continue to be kind to
one another. We need a unified front and we need your continued support to ensure a strong finish to the marathon we have
been through together. We are proud to serve you, and are
committed to working with you to keep Central Alberta strong.

PROHIBITED
DEBRIS
Unless the RCMP requires more information,
you will not be contacted by a police officer.
If you have a crime that requires a police
officer, call the non-emergency number at
1-855-565-7555.
You can use Online Crime Reporting if:
You have lost something that costs less
than $5000
Someone has stolen something from you
that costs less than $5000
Someone has vandalized your property
or vehicle & it will cost less than $5000 to
repair it
The crime happened within the jurisdiction
of the Alberta RCMP

You cannot use Online Crime Reporting if:
There is a witness or suspect
There are lost or stolen items involving
personal identity, firearms, licence plates
or decals
We will need your:
• Name
• Address
• Phone number
• Email
A typical report will take 15 minutes to
complete.

•
•
•
•
•

There are some materials
that CAN NOT be burned:
• Animal manure
• Wood products
containing wood
preservatives
•
Construction waste materials
Rubber (including tires)
Plastics, including baler twine
Oil
Containers that held pesticides
Plastic or rubber-coated materials, including
copper wire
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
June 10, 2021
COVID-19 UPDATE
Council was provided with an update on the latest
COVID-19 statistics and the Province's current
announcement re: stages for the elimination of
mandatory restrictions and the current vaccine
statistics.
PUBLIC HEARING - BYLAW NO. 1341/21
A public hearing was held for Bylaw No.1341/21.
Bylaw No. 1341/21 is a bylaw of Lacombe County
to amend the Lacombe County Land Use Bylaw
No. 1237/17 to provide for the redesignation of
approximately 10.00 acres (4.05 hectares) described
as Block 5 Plan 982 4269, Pt. NE 01-41-01 W5M
from Recreation “PR” District to Recreational Vehicle
Resort “R-RVR” District.
Bylaw No. 1341/21 was given second reading and
third reading.
MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT ACT AMENDMENTS
– SUBDIVISION & DEVELOPMENT APPEALS
A report on the amendments to the Municipal
Government Act and the implementation of the Land
and Property Right Tribunal Act as per Bill 48 (Red
Tape Reduction) was received for information.
The County Manager was directed to write a letter
to the Minister of Municipal Affairs with regard
to Lacombe County’s concerns regarding the
amendments to the Municipal Government Act as per
Bill 48 as it relates to Subdivision and Development
Appeals.

Regularly Scheduled
Meetings for
Lacombe County
Council
Committee of the Whole
First Tuesday of every second month at 9
a.m.
Council & MPC
Second and fourth Thursday of every
month, starting at 9 a.m..
The public and media are welcome to
attend all Council & MPC meetings. An
agenda will be posted to the website
prior to the meeting.
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HIGHWAY 11 (EAST OF HAYNES) AREA
OUTLINE PLAN

was read a first, second and third time and so passed
by Council.

The Terms of Reference for the Highway 11 (East of
Haynes) Area Structure Plan (ASP) was presented for
Council’s information and subsequently endorsed by
Council. Background research on the ASP will take
place throughout the summer and public engagement
is expected to take place in the fall.

2021 MUNICIPAL ELECTION – PUBLICATION OF
NAMES OF NOMINEES

ALPHABOW ENERGY- TAX PAYMENT
PROPOSAL
A resolution to approve AlphaBow Energy’s proposed
tax payment proposal for the payment of outstanding
property taxes did not receive Council approval.
HAMLET OF MIRROR/LAKEVIEW ESTATES –
EMERGENCY REPAIRS & UPGRADES
The following resolutions received the approval of
Council:
1. that the County Manager authorize repairs to
the Lakeview Estates Variable Frequency Drive
of $8,860.00; and further, that those repairs
be funded from the Lakeview Estates Water
System Reserve; and			
2. that the County Manager authorize upgrades
to the Mirror Pumphouse Programmable Logic
Controller of $29,806.63: and further, that those
upgrades be funded from the Hamlet of Mirror
Utility Reserve.
BYLAW NO. 1345/21
Bylaw No. 1345/21, a bylaw of Lacombe County to
provide for municipal elections in Lacombe County

A resolution authorizing the County Manager to
publish the names of those who have submitted
nomination papers for the office of Councillor on the
County’s website once the nomination papers are
accepted by the Returning Officer or another election
official received the approval of Council.
LAND LEASE – SE 11-41-28 W4M
The County Manager was directed to prepare a report
with regard to a request from Harvey Prins regarding
the reimbursement of taxes paid on the land lease of
7-acres of Lacombe County land located on the SE
11-41-28 W4M.
LETTER OF SUPPORT – PROVINCIAL RCMP
By resolution of Council the County Manager
was directed to prepare a letter to the Honorable
Kaycee Madu, Minister of Justice and Solicitor
General, in support of the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police (RCMP) and in opposition to the Provincial
Government’s proposal for an Alberta Provincial
Police Force.
Council Highlights & Minutes
can be found on our website
under the ‘Council’ Link on
the main page - or scan the
QR code (left) with your
smartphone!
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
June 24, 2021
COVID-19 UPDATE
Council was provided with an update on the latest
COVID-19 statistics and the Province’s current
announcement re: stages for the elimination of
mandatory restrictions and the current vaccine
statistics.
VETERAN VOICES OF CANADA/LACOMBE
LEGION – FLAGS OF REMEMBRANCE
The requests for Lacombe County to sponsor 1) four
Plaques of Honor (Veterans Voices request) for a
minimum donation of $250 per plaque and, 2) sponsor
the purchase of 128 flag poles at a cost of $2,250 to
$4,500, for the Flags of Remembrance Event was
deferred until confirmation has been received on the
City of Lacombe support for the proposed project.
TOWN OF BLACKFALDS ANNEXATION
The Town of Blackfalds has notified Lacombe County
of their intention to initiate the annexation process
for the NE 24-39-27 W4M. The process and rules for
annexation as set out in the Municipal Government
Act was reviewed. The notification is a preliminary
step in a multi-step process.

The Notice of Annexation from the Town of Blackfalds
with regard to the NE 24-39-27 W4M was received for
information.

of Atrum Coal, specifically the Elan Project
located in the Crowsnest Pass was received for
information.

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

BYLAW NO. 1074/08 – USE OF ROADS

In addition to receiving the notes of the June 1, 2021
Committee of the Whole meeting for information,
Council also reviewed the following items from that
meeting:

Proposed amendments to Bylaw No. 1074/08 to
address the imposition of penalties and/or costs
to remediate unauthorized works and damages
to County road allowances were tabled to the
November 14, 2021 Council meeting.

RCMP PRESENTATION
The presentation provided by Staff Sgt. McBeth,
Sgt. St-Cyr, Staff Sgt. Smiley, and Staff Sgt.
Numan was received for information.
LACOMBE COUNTY FCSS FUNDING
ALLOCATION AND OVERVIEW
A presentation on Lacombe County’s FCSS
funding allocation and a program overview was
received for information.
ATRUM COAL

SOIL CONSERVATION BYLAW
Consideration of the development of a Lacombe
County Soil Conservation Policy was tabled to
the November 14, 2021 Council meeting.

KEY ACTION ITEMS IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
FOR 2018 TO 2023
An update on the Key Action Items Implementation
Plan for 2018 to 2023 was approved as presented.

A presentation with regard to the operations

Rural Address Signs: why YOU need to know YOURS!

WHAT IS RURAL ADDRESSING?
Rural addressing is a system where
all developed properties in the
County (not including hamlets) are
assigned an address. The primary
purpose of rural addressing is to assist
emergency responders – police, fire
and ambulance – to easily and quickly
find your home or business. It is also
an easy method for other parties such
as service and delivery companies to
locate your property.

Did you know: Lacombe County was
one of the FIRST counties in Alberta to
implement a rural addressing system?
Because of this, all development
properties in Lacombe County has a
rural address assigned to them.
WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF
USING RURAL ADDRESSING
OVER A LEGAL LAND LOCATION?
A rural address is a much more
accurate way to locate your property
than a legal land location. While a legal
land location can identify a specific
quarter section, a rural address will
pinpoint the access to your home
or business off of a range road,
township road or highway, which

is critical in emergency response
situations.

The sign is cheaper than the fine!
• All residents have a rural
addressing sign. If it’s faded or
significantly damaged, then it’s time
for a new one!
• Replacement signs cost $30
each (sign posts are $15 each).
Lacombe County can come and
instal a new sign and post for $88,
if needed. This can be arranged
through Lacombe County.
• In some cases you will require
more signs if you have multiple
residences on your property.
• The Bylaw infraction could cost
$500 if your sign is not posted, and
$750 for any following violations.
HOW ARE RURAL ADDRESSES
CREATED?
Lacombe County assigns the rural
addresses. Rural addresses are based
on the Township Road/Range Road
grid system. In many ways a rural
address resembles a town or city
address. However, instead of using the
streets and avenues as the basis for
addressing residences and businesses

in a town or city, rural addressing
uses the township and range road
network to establish the access point,
or number, of a property in the rural
area. An example of a rural address for
a residence or business located on a
quarter-section is 40317 RGE RD 280.

HOW ARE PROPERTIES IN MULTILOT SUBDIVISIONS ADDRESSED?
Rural addresses are based off the
access point from a township road or
range road. In a multi-lot subdivision,
the address range will be the access
to the subdivision itself, and then each
lot will be assigned a preceding unit
number. Starting at the subdivision
entrance, lots are numbered in a clockwise direction and usually in increments
of four. A typical subdivision rural
address would look like this: 40311-18
RGE RD 280.
WHO IS RESPONSIBLE
FOR MAINTAINING AND/OR
REPLACING RURAL ADDRESS
SIGNS?
Once the initial sign has been installed
by the County the property owner is
responsible for the maintenance and
eventual replacement of the sign.

Replacement signs can be ordered
through the County.

HOW SHOULD I INSTALL MY
RURAL ADDRESS SIGN?
• Must be in an obvious place next to
the driveway at the property line.
• Should be clearly visible from
public road (from either direction)
and not obstructed by trees,
buildings, etc.
• Placed within 6.1 metres (20 ft) of
either side of the shoulder of the
primary access and 1 metre (3.3
feet) from the property boundary.
• Should be firmly attached to a post,
fence or other permanent fixture.
• Signs should be a minimum of
1 metre and no higher than 2.5
metres above natural ground level.
• Should be on the right hand side of
the driveway, entering the property
and far enough from the shoulder
to allow snow removal.
CAUTION should be exercised with
any underground installation to avoid
contact with utilities. For assistance
with this, contact: ALBERTA ONE CALL
AT 1-800-242-3447.

Follow us online TODAY for current Lacombe County information
LacombeCounty

@LacombeCounty

www.lacombecounty.com
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Research Projects at Ellis Bird Farm
We are in the midst of field season
once again, busily collecting data on
our nest box trail. We are fortunate
to be the recipient of two grants that
allow us to continue conducting our
research. Alberta Environment and
Parks awarded Ellis Bird Farm a
three-year $71,400 climate literacy
grant in 2019, and because this is
our last year with the funding, and we
are making the most of it! With the
help of Dr. Delano Lewis of Burman
University, and Dr. Natalia Lifshitz,
we are researching the relationship
between the breeding ecology of
mountain bluebirds, the insects they
eat, and pesticide concentrations in
their food and feces. To achieve this,
when mountain bluebird nestlings are
approximately 12 days old, we carefully
and quickly take the nestlings out of
the nest, place a uniquely numbered
aluminum band around the leg using
banding pliers, weigh them, and
measure their tarsus (the part of the leg
between the “knee” and “ankle”), then
return the birds to the nest. When the
nestlings are removed from the nest,
their first instinct is to defecate, which
in the case of many passerine birds, is
called a fecal sac, and consists of feces
encased in a mucous membrane. The
fecal sac is a strategy that birds use
to keep the nest clean, as the parents
will either remove or eat the fecal sac
as a tasty snack. For our project, we
are collecting these valuable fecal
sacs to send to the lab to be analyzed
for pesticides and insect DNA, which
will tell us exactly which insects the
bluebirds are feeding on and whether
they are ingesting pesticides through
their diet. To investigate the abundance

and diversity of the preferred prey of
bluebirds, we are deploying insect traps
around each nest at night, which use
ultraviolet lamps to attract and capture
insects. From these traps, we will send
whichever insect groups we find in the
bluebirds’ feces to a lab for pesticide
analysis. This project will provide insight
into ecological interactions between
pesticides, insects and bluebirds and
could help inform conservationists and
the government about how to manage
bluebird populations. Using information
from this study, we can also educate
landowners about how their farming
decisions may impact nesting bluebirds.
Another research project, made
possible by funding from the Red Deer
and District Community Foundation,
involves remote camera systems
placed inside nest boxes. With
this project, we expect to catch a
glimpse of the life of nesting birds
and better understand their behaviour
inside the nest boxes, such as chick
rearing, feeding regimes and fledging
behaviors. Our original plan was to set
up all cameras on mountain bluebird
boxes, but the population level has
decreased quite drastically this year,
and we have decided to be cautious
and cause minimal disturbance to
the birds. We placed one camera on
a mountain bluebird nest, and three
cameras on tree swallow nests. Each
camera is powered by an automotive
battery, and video is collected on a
video recording device, which allows
these systems able to operate remotely.
Empirical and anecdotal information
from bluebird trail operators in Alberta,
Saskatchewan, and Manitoba suggest
that mountain bluebird populations are
lower this year than last. Here at Ellis
Bird Farm, we have had 23 nesting

attempts so far this season, although
there may be more second or late
nesting attempts to come. Last year,
there were 38 nesting attempts on our
bluebird trail, including 8 late/second
nesting attempts. A nesting attempt is
defined as at least one egg laid.
There are a couple of potential factors
at play, which are still hypothetical, as
there are insufficient peer reviewed
publications that discuss why mountain
bluebird populations appear to have
taken a sharp decline in the past year.
Essentially, it is too early to tell. In
August and September of 2020, a large
die-off of migrating birds throughout
the southwest US occurred, and
mountain bluebirds were among the
birds discovered. In all cases, birds
were found in emaciated condition,
likely starved to death and many birds
also showed respiratory damage. The
mortality event is still being studied, but
the hypotheses are that smoke caused
by wildfires and cold weather and snow
caused the birds to starve to death.
Mountain bluebirds eat insects, which is
difficult to do if smoke or snow cover is
killing the insects.
Additionally, in February, there was a
cold snap in Texas with extreme cold
temperatures (-15°C may have been
the coldest recorded temperature in
College Station), and lots of snow (6
inches in some regions). The cold
weather persisted for over a week,
which caused mortality in not only birds,
but all kinds of wildlife, including bats
and turtles. Bluebirds were among the
hardest hit birds, although an article
published by The Associated Press
does not specify which species of
bluebird.
According to North American

Breeding Bird Survey data, mountain
bluebird populations have declined
24% between 1966 and 2015 at a
continental scale and scientists blame
habitat loss as a major contributing
factor. The bluebird population at Ellis
Bird Farm has been similarly trending
downward, with a decline of 42% fewer
nesting pairs over the last 20 years (not
including this year’s data). A snowstorm
in 2008 devastated our population,
causing a 62% drop in nesting pairs in
one year and this year is likely to be
the second worst on record at Ellis Bird
Farm. These numbers are concerning,
and climate change and habitat loss are
likely two major contributing factors.
Now, more than ever, migratory
birds need our help. In addition to
studying migratory birds in their
breeding habitat, we need to conduct
more studies that look at migration
routes and overwintering habitat, and
the effects of climate change and
habitat loss and degradation each.
We need to spend more time and
effort understanding these effects so
we can properly mitigate them and
ensure the longevity and success of
our population. We could use your
help! Please be conscious of your
environmental footprint, and how you
can mitigate your own contribution to
greenhouse gases. If you live within 5
miles of Ellis Bird Farm, and you have
bluebirds on your property, please let
us know. Anyone can set out bluebird
boxes to encourage nesting; bluebirds
prefer open areas with relatively short
grass and a few trees nearby. Finally,
please donate at www.ellisbirdfarm.ca
to help us continue our research, which
will enable us to inform conservation of
migratory bird species.
Article submitted by Ellis Bird Farm

A female mountain bluebird on a nest,
observed with a camera placed inside
the nest box. Photo by Ellis Bird
Farm.
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Measuring the tarsus of a mountain
bluebird nestling.
Photo by Maureen Carey.

Banding a mountain bluebird nestling.
Photo by Maureen Carey.

Insects in a trap.
Photo by Delano Lewis.
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Community Notice:

Joffre Site Ethylene 1 (E1)
maintenance turnaround planned
Our E1 facility will be shut down from mid August to end
of September/mid-October 2021 for a turnaround.
What can you expect?
• Flaring during plant shut-down and start-up
• An increase in contractors to site (approximately
1,000 contractors at peak)

How are we minimizing impact?
• West access to site temporarily
opened for usage
• Staggered shifts
• No bussing due to COVID
restrictions — contractor
orientation reinforcing ‘road
etiquette expectations’ while
travelling through farming
communities

DRIVE
WITH CARE

What is a turnaround?
Turnarounds offer us the
opportunity to conduct
maintenance and
renewal of our facilities
outside of our day-to-day
maintenance activities.

Why do we flare?
We are located in a
farming community

Other planned maintenance activities:
• Polyethylene 1 (PE1) Major Outage: mid-September 2021
• Ethylene 3 (E3) Turnaround: mid-May to end June 2022
• PE1 Turnaround: end June to end July 2022

Flaring is considered to
be a safe, environmentally
acceptable way to dispose
of hydrocarbons —
required when a plant
needs to isolate for
maintenance activities
and during emergency
events.

ATTENTION TO NEIGHBOUR IMPACTS IS ALWAYS A PRIORITY

If you have questions, call our 24-hour number
403-314-8767 or email joffresite@novachem.com
www.novachemicals.com

Please watch and obey ALL construction zone signage,
and keep workers safe this
construction season!!
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SHOP LOCAL
EAT LOCAL
SPEND LOCAL
These are hard times for many Albertans. You can make a
difference by supporting local businesses and restaurants.
When you shop local, the money STAYS local and supports
local charities, community organizations and events.

What is acceptable in
Lacombe County?
With summer here, it’s a great time
for a Community Standards Bylaw
reminder.

Smoking or vaping cannabis products in ANY public place in
Lacombe County is prohibited.
Be respectful with your noise (no unreasonably loud/raucous
noise that disrupts others, including your neighbours).
No bullying will be tolerated in any public places.
Quiet hours are 11:00PM to 7:00AM in residential areas (with
regards to generators, construction equipment, power lawnmowers, disruptive vehicle sounds, power tools, etc.).

These are just a few of the expectations in the Community Standards
Bylaw. Visit www.LacombeCounty.com for the full details.
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Farmers' Advocate Office: here for rural Albertans
The Ministry of Agriculture established the Farmers' Advocate Office (FAO) in 1973 as a resource for Alberta farmers
and ranchers. The FAO works to ensure that the rights and interests of rural Albertans are recognized, understood,
and protected.

ADVOCACY

ENERGY, UTILITIES & SURFACE RIGHTS

RURAL DISPUTES

The FAO helps bridge the gap
between rural Alberta and the
provincial government, bringing the concerns of farmers and
ranchers to decision-makers and
advocating for legislative and
policy change on behalf of rural
communities and groups.

The FAO is a resource for farmers and ranchers who are affected
by energy and utility developments. The FAO helps empower
Alberta landowners with knowledge by providing information and
advice on legislation and policy, and landowner rights and responsibilities. When disputes arise between landowners and industry, the
FAO can assist with mediation and dispute resolution services.

Farmers and ranchers who
are experiencing conflicts
may contact the FAO for assistance. In the past, the FAO
has engaged in a broad range
of rural issues, providing objective and unbiased ideas for
resolving disputes.

WATER WELL RESTORATION OR
REPLACEMENT PROGRAM (WWRRP)
If you suspect that your water well was damaged as a result of energy activities and settlement negotiations with the company have
been unsuccessful, you can apply to the FAO for reimbursement of
the costs of replacing or restoring the water source.
Applicants must first obtain an investigation report from the Alberta
Energy Regulator (AER). This program is funded by levies paid by
the energy industry to the AER.

NUISANCE COMPLAINTS
Under Part 1 of the Agricultural Operation Practices Act, an
appointed panel can review complaints related to odour, dust,
noise, or smoke arising form an agricultural operation.

FARM IMPLEMENT ACT
The Farm Implement Act helps protect the investment farmers
make in their machinery. FAO staff, the Farm Implement Inspector,
and the Farm Implement Board work to settle warranty complaints,
mediate disputes, and address situations where machinery has not
performed, or lease/sale agreements have been breached. The
FAO also licenses Alberta's farm implement dealers and distributors.

AGRICULTURE FINANCIAL SERVICES
CORPORATION (AFSC) REVIEWS
& APPEALS
Upon request, the FAO can conduct appeals under AFSC's
AgriInsurance program and reviews of AgriStability decisions.

For more information, visit the Farmers' Advocate Office website at www.farmersadvocate.gov.
ab.ca, or call 310-FARM (3276)

What you need to know about private septic systems
3 things you need to know about
your septic system
• Exact location of tank and piping.
• Location of install information and
permits.
• When the last service and pump out
was.

Do
•
•
•
•

Have your system inspected yearly
by a licensed contractor.
Have your septic tank pumped when
necessary, generally every 3 to 5
years.
Keep a detailed record of repairs,
pumping, inspection reports,
permits, and maintenance activities.
Renovations that increase the
number of bathrooms or plumbing
fixtures, may change your current

•

septic system performance.
Get advice from a service
professional for proper tree
distance from your septic system to
prevent root intrusion.

Don’t
•

•

•

Don’t wash food scraps, coffee
grounds and food items down the
drain. Avoid using a garburator to
dispose of kitchen waste. In-sink
garbage disposal units can increase
sludge accumulation by 40 percent!
Don’t flush non-degradable products
such as feminine hygiene products,
cigarette butts, condoms, dental
floss, diapers, cat litter, paper
towels.
Don’t dispose of concentrated
cleaning chemicals down drains and

toilets.
Don’t dispose of pharmaceuticals
down drains or toilets.
Winterizing Private Septic Systems
Did you know that shallow septic
systems left unused for more than 72
hours may not have the anaerobic
bioactivity to generate enough heat
preventing winter freezing?
•

Winterizing Shallow Septic Systems
1. Clean and pump down tank.
2. Add approximately 24” of water to
your septic tank to insulate from
frost. Leave alarm system active
to notify if there’s a problem!
Some alarm systems have a low
level alarm that can be silenced,
just leave yourself a reminder to
reactivate the alarm!
3. Add potable RV antifreeze

to water in the tank, follow
manufacturers recommendations
for volume and strength.
4. Manually run pump for a few
seconds to circulate RV antifreeze
into discharge piping, check valve
and service line if connected to a
communal system.
5. De-energize the pump at the
breaker box, leaving a reminder to
restart pump upon arrival.
6. If you live around the North Shore
of Sylvan Lake, contact Lacombe
County to shut-off your service.
Don’t forget to call us back to
open service valve when your
back home, running a pump with
a closed service line may damage
the pump and piping!
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AROUND THE COUNTY

WHAT WE DO

Alix and Area Community Resource Centre

Community Activities
Child and Youth Summer ProgrammingA variety of indoor/ outdoor activities based on weekly
themes. Free to attend and open to all ages. Children under
6 must be accompanied by an older sibling or an adult.
Hosted on Tuesday/ Wednesday/ Thursday from 1PM-4PM:
July 13, 14, 15, 20, 21 ,22 & August 3, 4, 5, 10, 11, 12.
Senior Summer FunA free program for seniors. Join us for socializing, activities and
more on Thursdays during the summer:
July 15 & 29, 10AM-12PM and July 22, 1PM-3PM.
Evening EventsGet out for some fun on Monday
Community
evenings from 7PM-9PM, Family
Resource Centre
Night: July 12 & August 16, Father/
Child Night: July 19 & August 23,
Community Night: July 26 & August 30,
Mother/ Child Night: August 9. On Thursdays,
join in Teen Night, for ages 12+, July 15, 22 & August 12, 19.
Alix and Area

Tutoring ServicesDoes your child need help to prepare for school in the fall or
assistance with a subject? Tutoring services are free for
Grade 1-12 and available all summer. Contact us to sign up.
More Family ActivitiesRegister for upcoming activities hosted by the Lacombe FRN, in
Alix and Mirror: Sensory Play at the Alix Beach on July 16 & 30,
10AM-11:30AM; on July 21, attend the Alix Beach Party, 1PM-3PM;
and Science Lab in Mirror on July 30, from 1PM-2:30PM.
Contact us to book a spot or for more details.

Monday to Thursday

Services
Available
Information &
Referral
Resource Navigation
Volunteer Services
Family Wellness
Meals on Wheels
Home Support
Community Services
Adult Learning
Alix Food Bank
alixmirrorwellness@gmail.com
Follow us on Facebook
@AlixandAreaCommunity
ResourceCentre
www.alixcrc.com

10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

*Closed all statutory holidays*
Bay 1, 5008 50 Ave, Alix, AB

403-396-3369

Lyme Disease Basics: No tick is a good tick
Any tick that will bite a human may
carry various infectious pathogens.
Ticks will feed on various wild animals
picking up infectious pathogens. Lyme
disease (often misspelled as “Lime” or
“Lymes”) is an inflammatory infection
that spreads to humans through tick
bites.
Lyme disease is a borreliosis caused
by borrelia bacteria, which commonly
infects animals like birds, mice, other
small rodents, and deer. Ticks pick up
the bacteria by biting infected animals,
and then pass it on to other animals,
including human hosts. There are many
strains or genospecies of borrelia that
cause Lyme disease (borreliosis) in
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humans just as there are many strains
of the flu virus that cause flu symptoms
in humans, with some strains more
virulent than others.
Three stages of Lyme (often blurred
together quite rapidly)
Stage 1: Early infection (first few
days after infection)
Stage 2: Infection spreads (days to
weeks following infection)
Stage 3: Chronic Lyme (days to
weeks after infection if left untreated,
or not properly treated, for months/
years after infection)
Lyme disease is most treatable during
Stage 1. As time passes, both treat-

ment and diagnosis become more
difficult. Symptoms worsen during each
stage of infection, ranging from flu-like
symptoms to neurological illnesses,
including paralysis. With chronic Lyme
disease there is not one system of
the body that can be unaffected… this
includes various hormone production
as well.
Lyme disease is on the rise in Canada. Decrease your risk of infection
by taking preventative action and
learning more about Lyme.
Tick ID & Removal
Canada is home to many species of
ticks, but the Ixodes Tick – more often
known as the “black-legged” or “deer”

tick – is the most common Lyme-carrier.
Visit the Canadian Lyme Disease
Foundation website to order tick kits
and to learn how to ID common ticks in
Canada. https://canlyme.com/
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AROUND THE COUNTY
Make a

SPLASH

FORSHEE COMMUNITY
HALL

at the Kinsmen Aquatic Centre
5429 53rd Street, Lacombe AB

• The Kinsmen Aquatic Centre is back open for all
regularly scheduled activities!
Visit Lacombe.ca/pool to see the pool schedule
or call the schedule hotline at 403-782-1277
• The Spray Park is open Mon-Fri from 10 am-9 pm,
weekends & statutory holidays from 9 am-8 pm
• The Wibit is back for pool rentals and on Fridays
from 6:45 pm -9:30 pm
For more information call 403.782.1278 or visit
www.lacombe.ca/pool.

Located on Hwy 20 between Bentley & Rimbey, Forshee
Hall is a modern building with a well equipped commercial
kitchen and table seating for up to 160 people. It has a
stage, new sound system and a great dance floor.
This venue is perfect for wedding receptions, family
reunions, community dances, meetings, etc. It includes a
large playing field, fire pit and ample RV parking. Rental
rates are very reasonable and discounts are available for
local community events.
To receive an information package, email forsheehall@
gmail.com or call 403-877-2150.

Family
Resource
Network
The perfect place for people to connect.
•
•
•

The LMC offers space to host:
training/workshops
licensed markets
funerals

•
•
•

meetings
weddings
birthdays

For more information or to book your meeting
online visit www.lacombe.ca/lmc or call
403-782-6668

The Family
Resource Network

children ages
0-18 years of age.

Lacombe

Home of Anna Maria’s Cafe, Mary C. Moore Public
Library and Lacombe & District FCSS.

HAS YOUR ADDRESS CHANGED?
If Canada Post has made a recent change to your
mailing address, please notify us!
Contact Lacombe County by calling 403-782-6601.
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AUGUST 2021
Sun
1

Mon

Tue

2

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

6

7

Help us promote

YOU!

CIVIC HOLIDAY
(Office Closed)
8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

30

31

Sept 1

2

Do you have a
photograph you want
to share?

28

County Council
9AM
29

Do you know a
business, person,
place or volunteer
you want to see
profiled in County
News?

3

4

If so, email communications@
lacombecounty.com with your ideas,
photographs or stories.

We'd love to hear from you!
100-YEAR FARM FAMILY RECOGNITION

Lacombe County Directory

Lacombe County celebrates the
contributions of local farm families who
have worked in Lacombe County
through generations with the 100-Year
Farm Family program.

RR3, Lacombe Alberta T4L 2N3 www.lacombecounty.com

Department Numbers:

Main Office - 403-782-6601
Planning Services - 403-782-8389
Community Services - 403-782-8959
Operations - 403-782-8379

To get your sign, contact Lacombe County
(403-782-6601). Participants will have the
option of sharing the history of their farm through the County
News and social media channels.

Follow us online for
the latest news!
/LacombeCounty
@LacombeCounty
www.lacombecounty.com

Public Works Shop - 403-782-3567
General
After Hours Emergency Answering Service

403.357.1210

Administration Fax

403.782.3820

Public Works Fax

403.782.5356

For Service Requests, see our website - or phone the switchboard at 403-782-6601
Senior Administration
Tim Timmons, County Manager
ttimmons@lacombecounty.com
Michael Minchin, Director of Corporate Services
mminchin@lacombecounty.com
Bill Cade, Director of Operations
bcade@lacombecounty.com
Dale Freitag, Director of Planning Services
dfreitag@lacombecounty.com
Keith Boras, Director of Community Services
kboras@lacombecounty.com
Council

COUNTY
NEWS
is published by Lacombe County and printed by PostMedia.
If you have feedback or story ideas, please contact:
Nicole Plewis, Communications Coordinator
communications@lacombecounty.com
403.782.6601
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Call 403-782-6601
to speak with the
County Manager
or with a Lacombe
County Director

John Ireland, Div. 1

Home
(jireland@lacombecounty.com)

Brenda Knight, Div. 2 (bknight@lacombecounty.com)

Cell
403.392.3981

403.788.2168

Barb Shepherd, Div. 3 (bshepherd@lacombecounty.com)

403.550.2168
403.340.9724

Paula Law, Div. 4

(plaw@lacombecounty.com)

403.784.3803

403.348.1755

Ken Wigmore, Div. 5

(kwigmore@lacombecounty.com)

403.782.2593

403.588.1222

Keith Stephenson, Div. 6
(kstephenson@lacombecounty.com)

403.748.2431

403.350.4940

Dana Kreil, Division 7 (dkreil@lacombecounty.com)

403.746.3607

403.358.9400

