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Harvest safety reminders from Lacombe County
The dry, hot summer has led to the kick-off of the harvest
season in Lacombe County, which is significantly earlier
than usual. Harvest work is in full swing, and Lacombe
County reminds travellers to keep safety at the forefront
during fall harvest operations, whether you’re driving a
van, pulling a camping trailer, or behind the wheel of a
combine or semi-truck.
Road Safety
Road safety is a big concern during harvest season. Slowmoving farm equipment will be on roads already busy with
summer travellers and commuters alike, increasing the
need for everyone to drive safely and considerately. Since
starting this campaign in 2014, we have heard stories
from producers and drivers alike of unsafe driving during
harvest season.
“Lacombe County is an
agricultural community. The
summer produced too much
heat and not enough rain,
and our producers need
to complete their annual
harvest quickly in order to
save as much yield as possible,” said Lacombe County
Reeve Paula Law. “With that
in mind, road courtesy is important no matter where you
are driving, and we ask everyone to practice patience
on local roads – whether
you’re driving in Lacombe
County or venturing elsewhere in the province.”

day drivers using County roads to stay alert, stay patient
and stay safe,” stated Reeve Law.

Harvest Safety Tips (from Alberta Agriculture &
Forestry)
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ensure safe transport of equipment on public roadways.
Be aware of motorists.
Follow all rules of the road.
Ensure all lights and reflectors are in place and in
good working order. A slow-moving vehicle emblem
should be in place and visible from the rear.
Return equipment to transport mode to make it as
narrow as possible.
Check your route before transport to ensure equipment fits safely under power lines and over bridges
or culverts that need to be crossed.
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The fact is large, slowmoving equipment utilizes
County roads in harvest
season – which lasts for a
number of weeks each year
(depending on the year and
weather conditions). Drivers need to plan and incorporate extra time into their
schedules to compensate for
potential delays caused by
harvest operations.
“We are a rural county, and
during harvest season, we
ask both agricultural producers, travellers and day-to-
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Visit www.LacombeCounty.com for updates, forms and information on
running for office and on the 2021 municipal election.

What to expect when running for municipal government?
Did you know that there is a municipal election
happening this October? If you’ve thought about
getting involved in your community, this is the time
to consider running for local government! New for
2021: Nominations will be accepted between now
and September 20, 2021.
Serving your community can be a rewarding
experience. There are many good reasons to run
for office—you might run to be actively involved
in the local decision-making process, contribute
your experience and knowledge to the community,
address issues or lead change in your community.

What makes a good candidate?
Many residents are eligible to run for municipal
office, but a question could be ‘Who should run
and what are some of the qualities most needed?’
Municipal Councils are traditionally best served by
residents who:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Have a sincere desire to make a positive
difference in their community;
Have a willingness to talk to, listen to and
understand the public and their interests;
Bring energy and enthusiasm to Council and
the community;
Are patient, as change takes time and the
engagement and commitment of others;
Have the time to commit to their
responsibilities;
Are team players who work well with
others and accept various opinions; and
Have passion for the community.

All candidates are advised to discuss with their
current employers their intention to run and how
this might affect their employment.

Time Commitment
Being elected to Council can equal a significant
commitment of time. It is important not to
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underestimate the amount of time required to be a
dedicated and effective Council member.
When elected, you will serve a term of office.
During this time you will need to attend:
•
•
•
•

Regular and special Council meetings;
Meetings of Council committees;
Meetings of other organizations as a
representative of Council; and
Community events.

You should also develop a platform when running
for a position on Council. A platform consists of
the ideas, goals and beliefs you are campaigning
for. It lets the voters know what position you have
on issues. When developing your platform you
should:
•
•
•

Preparing yourself before you run

•
•

To better understand and prepare for the election
and potentially the position of Councillor, you can
undertake many activities to learn about municipal
government expectations of Councillors. You can
achieve this by:
•
•
•
•

Attend existing Council meetings and see
how they operate;
Review a copy of the Council’s strategic
plan and annual budget;
Speak to past Reeves and Councillors; and
Research areas of importance and become
more involved in the activities of the
community.

Do research on prevalent issues;
Talk and listen to the residents including
youth and elders;
Take a stand on issues, but do not make
promises;
Not limit yourself to only one issue; and
Commit to standing behind certain
community (or even relevant provincial or
national) projects and issues.

Visit www.lacombecounty.com
for the most current list of
candidates running in the 2021
municipal election.

Lacombe County Electoral Division Map
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NOTICE OF NOMINATION DAY
LOCAL AUTHORITIES ELECTION ACT
(Section 26)

Local Jurisdiction: LACOMBE COUNTY, Province of Alberta
Notice is hereby given that Nomination Day is Monday, September 20,
2021 and that nominations for the election of candidates for the
following offices will be received at the location of the Lacombe
County Office set out within the period beginning on January 1, 2021
and ending at 12:00 noon on Nomination Day.
Offices

Number of
Vacancies

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
COUNTY COUNCILLOR
COUNTY COUNCILLOR
COUNTY COUNCILLOR
COUNTY COUNCILLOR
COUNTY COUNCILLOR
COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Electoral Division
Number

1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Division 1
Division 2
Division 3
Division 4
Division 5
Division 6
Division 7

Location of Local Jurisdiction Office:
LACOMBE COUNTY OFFICE
RR 3
LACOMBE, AB
Rural Address: 40403 RGE RD 274
(Intersection of Highway No. 12 and Spruceville Road
(Rge Rd 27-4) 2.5 miles west of QEII Highway and Highway No.
12 overpass west of Lacombe)
DATED at the District of Lacombe County in the Province of Alberta, this
20th day of August, 2021.
Michelle Eadie, Returning Officer
returningofficer@lacombecounty.com
403.782.6601
www.lacombecounty.com

2021 Returned Taxes Notices
Lacombe County has been unable to reach the following individuals regarding their Tax Notices. If you know
any of the following individuals, please contact Lacombe
County (or have them contact us) at 403-782-6601.

Daniel & Tannis Arychuk
James & Amber Bishop
Stanley Campbell
Michael & Christine Card
Peter & Cei-Anna Hallman
Steven & Lisa Johnson
Julie Johnston
Kevin Jones & Stephanie Nicholson
Tom & Lorna Murphy
Dorel & Marijana Sporea
Randall & Joanne Thompson
Maurice Van Den Brink
Tony & Amy Van Velzen
Joseph & Alicia White
Ya Si Yang
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SAFETY FIRST
Alberta Child Safety Seat Guidelines

According to the law in Alberta, the
driver must make sure passengers
under 16 years of age are buckled up
correctly.

For children under 18 kg (40 lb) or
under 6 years of age the law says:
• an appropriate child safety seat
must be used
• the child safety seat must be
correctly installed in the vehicle
• the child must be properly secured
into the seat
Using a child safety seat properly will
reduce the likelihood of a child being
injured or killed in a crash by as much
as 75%.
Types of Seats
Rear-facing child safety seats
Your baby must be in a rear-facing
seat that is correct for her weight and
height when in a vehicle. It is safest
for a baby to stay rear-facing until at
least 1 year old, at least 10 kg (22 lb)
and walking. Don’t rush to put your
child in a forward-facing seat -- the

rear-facing position is the safest. Many
child safety seats allow children to stay
rear-facing longer.

Forward-facing child safety seats
When your child is at least 1 year old,
at least 10 kg (22 lb), and walking,
your child can use a forward-facing
seat. Keep your child in a forward
facing seat correct for his height and
weight until he is at least 18 kg (40 lb)
or until he is at least 6 years old. Some
forward-facing seats may be used with
the 5 point harness up to 30 kg (65 lb).
Booster seats
When your child has outgrown her
forward-facing child safety seat she
can use a booster seat. Children who
are under 9 years of age and have
outgrown their forward-facing seat,
who weigh between 18 and 36 kg (40
and 80 lb) or are less than 145 cm (4’
9”) are safest travelling in a booster
seat. An adult seat belt alone does not
properly fit a child’s body—it rides too
high on the belly and neck. This can
cause serious injuries in a crash. A

booster seat helps the seat belt safely
fit a child’s body.
Make every ride a safe ride!
Getting ready
•

•

•
•
•

Read the instructions that come
with your child safety seat and the
instructions in your vehicle owner’s
manual.
Make sure that your child is within
the weight and height limits for
the seat. Check that the seat
is approved for use in Canada,
with a Canadian Motor Vehicle
Safety Standards (CMVSS) label.
In January 2012, new CMVSS
requirements became mandatory.
Check for car seat recalls on the
Transport Canada Website.
Install the seat in the rear of the
vehicle.
Never place the seat in front of an
active airbag.

Securing a rear-facing or
forward-facing seat
All child safety seats must be held
in place with a seat belt or with the

Medicine River Crime Watch Society CRIME WATCH MEETING &
Annual General Meeting | Thursday, October 28, 2021 @ 7pm

The Medicine River Crime Watch Society invites YOU to a Crime Watch Meeting
Date:
Time:
Location:

Thursday, October 28, 2021
7:00 p.m.
BENALTO COMMUNITY HALL
(38520 Range Rd 25A, Benalto)

Details: The Sylvan Lake RCMP will be providing an update.
A guest speaker will be announced at a later date.
Please bring individually wrapped snacks. Memberships are
available - 5 years for $25.
** The Medicine River Crime Watch Society is in need of more board members.
Email medicinerivercws@gmail.com if you are interested in proactively helping to fight crime!!

For more information, please email: medicinerivercws@gmail.com
4

Universal Anchorage System (UAS).
Every vehicle is different so you need
to check the vehicle owner’s manual
for how to use the UAS in your vehicle.
All forward-facing child safety seats
must also be secured with a top tether
strap. Follow all installation instructions
that come with the seat. Once you
have attached the child safety seat to
the vehicle seat, pull the straps tight
enough so that the seat moves less
than 2.5 cm (1 inch) in any direction.
Buckling the child in a rearfacing or forward-facing seat
• Make sure the shoulder harness is
threaded through the correct slot
according to the instructions.
• Make sure that the shoulder
harness doesn’t slip off your child’s
shoulders.
• Position the chest clip at the
armpit level.
• Tighten the harness so that it is
snug. Only one finger should fit
between the harness and your
child's collarbone.
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MIRROR CORNER
Development Incentive Grant
available for Hamlet of Mirror
2021 Mirror Dog Tags

A license is required for all dogs in Mirror. Dog
tag renewals will be mailed out in December.
The fee is $30 for an altered dog and $50
for an unaltered dog. For more information
please call (403) 782-6601 or visit www.
lacombecounty.com (County Services >Hamlet
of Mirror>Policies/Bylaws>Dog Control).

Friends of the Mirror Library Society

The library is open Wednesdays 1 p.m. - 7 p.m.
If you are interested in the library, we invite you
to join our Mirror Library Board. Your interest
and input are welcomed!

Jolly Seniors

Pancake breakfast every second Sunday from 9
a.m.-1 p.m.

Booking Mirror Community Hall

Call Lisa 403-788-3890 or cell 403-505-3894.

Mirror Library

Join us Wednesdays from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Check out our new selection of books and
movies, or access high-speed Wi-Fi Internet.
Thanks to Lacombe County, you can now
connect to the world at Mirror Public Library.

Mirror Royal Canadian Legion Branch 189 5015 50th Avenue
Meat Draws Saturday at 4 p.m. General
meetings second Sunday at 1 p.m. (unless
otherwise posted).

Mirror Skate Park

Located across the street by the community
hall. Meetings occur the second Tuesday of
month.

Mirror and District Museum

Meetings are on the first Monday of the
month at 7 p.m. Call 403-788-3828 for more
information.

CN Rail crossing delays

If you experience delays longer than 20 minutes
at the Mirror rail yard crossing, call CN Rail at
1-800-465-9239. Follow the prompts and be
ready to provide details shown on the crossing
signal mast to CN personnel. Transport Canada
may be reached at 1-888-463-0521.

Did you know: Lacombe
County has a Development Incentive Program
(DIG) aimed at encouraging entrepreneurs to
locate their businesses
in the Hamlet of Mirror.

How does it work?

The program offers a
grant based on a percentage of the property
taxes. Eligible commercial or industrial businesses can qualify for
a rebate of up to 100%
of the municipal portion
of their property taxes
for a period of 10 years
(decreasing by 10%
each year for 10 years).
Ready to take a vacation
from municipal property
taxes?

Interested?? Contact the Planning Services Department today
at 403-782-8389!

We love local businesses!
We are looking for Mirror businesses to feature in
the Mirror Corner.
If you operate a business in
the Mirror area and want to be
profiled
in the County News, please
email communications@
lacombecounty.com
with a write-up and photos of
your business.

We'd love to hear
from you!
5
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Supports for

Seniors

Did You Know? There is financial assistance available
for Seniors over the age of 65 for household assistance
such as housekeeping, snow removal, or grass cutting?

Special Needs Assistance for Seniors considers specific items
that fall into one of the following three categories:
Appliances/furniture | Health supports
Personal supports
MORE INFORMATION AT:
https://www.alberta.ca/seniors-special-needs-assistance.aspx

SYLVAN LAKE REGIONAL WASTEWATER LINE EXTENSION
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Sylvan Lake Regional
Wastewater Extension
The Sylvan Lake Regional Wastewater Commission
is currently constructing a Lift station and
transmission line to connect Blissful Beach to their
existing system. These activities will be carried
out for the most part in the roadside ditch or on
Municipal reserves and should have very little
impact on area residents.
We ask people to obey traffic signs and slow down
for construction zones during this construction which
will continue from now until Mid-November.
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CONSTRUCTION NOTIFICATIONS
Hwy 11 Twinning, Hwy 22 to
Township Road 390 (east of
Benalto)

Construction
Notification
Lacombe County construction
crews will be working on Twp
Road 39-5 from Range Road
3-5 west 1 mile, then north
0.6 miles on Range Road 4-0.
The project is expected to run
from August 5 to September
10, 2021 (weather permitting).

Alberta Transportation is planning to twin Highway 11
between Sylvan Lake and Rocky Mountain House. The
overall project, which was announced in July 2020, has
begun with a planning study to define highway twinning
requirements between Highway 22 and Township Road
390 (east of Benalto). The study is expected to complete
in late 2022.
Clearwater County, Lacombe County, the Town of Eckville
and Red Deer County meet with Alberta Transportation
and the project team at milestone points during the course
of the study.

Please expect minor delays
in this area and drive with
caution around construction
crews.

Information regarding the planning study will be posted on
Alberta Transportation’s website as the study progresses.
Please visit the website at:
https://www.alberta.ca/highway-11-from-highway-22-totownship-road-390.aspx
For information regarding the overall Highway 11 corridor
between Sylvan Lake and Rocky Mountain House, please
visit:

Lacombe County asks you to watch for and obey
posted signage and to drive with caution in ALL
construction zones.

https://www.alberta.ca/highway-11-twinning-project.
aspx

Temporary Road
Closure
A road closure due to Bridge Construction began on August
17, 2021. The closure is to facilitate the construction for bridge
file 9405 (SW 15-40-23 W4); Parlby Creek) and will impact
Rge Rd 23-3.

Border Paving Ltd. has been hired by Lacombe
County to pave Township Road 39-4 from Hwy
20 west 4.2 kms.

Please refer to the diagram (left)for the detour route.
Please watch for and obey posted signage. The road will be
closed until October 1, 2021 (weather permitting).
Bryce Maschio,

Road closure extended
A road closure, which began in mid-July to facilitate the construction for bridge file 13454 (SW
2-40-1 W5; Tributary to Blindman River), has been
extended until August 31, 2021 (weather permitting).
This closure will continue to impact Rge Rd 1-2
extension and Twp Rd 40-0.Please refer to the
diagram for the detour route

Construction on the Township Road will be
commencing August 20 to September 15, 2021
(weather permitting). Work will include asphalt
concrete pavement (EPS) and other work.
Please drive carefully and obey all signs and
speed limits during construction. Contact the
Operations department if you have any questions or concerns during this project.
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ENVIRONMENT
Lacombe County launches Environmental Stewardship Award
Lacombe County is excited to launch its Environmental Stewardship Award, which is designed to
recognize a Lacombe County resident who practices environmental conservation and sustainability
on their property.
Any member of the public can nominate an individual for this award. A committee will select the
successful recipient. The nomination period is from
July 1, 2021 to August 31, 2021. Please submit
applications in person or by email to jberry@
lacombecounty.com. The winner will be selected
by a judging panel and will receive a one-time cash
prize of $1,500.
Eligibility
•

The nominee must be a resident and practicing environmental stewardship within Lacombe County

•
•

Can only be a recipient of the award once
Nomination forms need to be submitted
before August 31, 2021

About Lacombe County’s Environmental Program
Lacombe County is committed to supporting our
resident’s understanding of environmental sustainability and aiding them in making decisions that
consider their relationships to natural systems,
communities, and future generations. Earlier this
year, we implemented the Environmental Community Engagement Program, which replaced the
Environmental Improvement Grant program. The
Environmental Community Engagement Program
will run for three years and comprises three components: a wetland education program, an environmental stewardship award, and a resident environmental sustainability program.

Can the Ag Sector Achieve Zero Plastic Waste on the Farm?
Modern farming utilizes technologies
and innovative products that can help
farmers operate efficiently with a goal of
higher productivity yields in both crops
and livestock.
Some of these tools are well known in
today’s farming operations and include
items made of plastic, such as grain
bags and baler twine, as well as plastic
containers – jugs, drums and totes –
that are used to deliver products such
as pesticides and fertilizers. While
these are convenient and sometimes
essential tools around farms, they
can be difficult to manage when they
are empty. However, innovative ideas
from industry and farmers can lead to
better outcomes for managing these
materials.
Waste analysis studies in the province
estimate that Alberta farmers generate
just over 14,000 tonnes of various
types of ag plastic annually, which is
about the same as Saskatchewan, and
includes containers, grain bags, plastic
baler twine, bale wrap, silage bags and
bunker covers.

manufacturers of these products and
packaging to offer solutions to the
mounting volume of plastics used to
deliver crop input products or to store
and preserve harvested crop and
livestock fodder.
Attitudes about managing these used
materials are shifting not only on the
farm, but within ag industry circles,
as well. Many manufacturers of ag
products using plastics fund recycling
programs available to farmers through
Cleanfarms programs to advance
the circular economy for plastics.
The circular economy considers all
aspects of the product design to
minimize unnecessary products, and
design materials that can be reused
or recycled, keeping them in the
economy and out of the environment.
The Government of Alberta has already

committed to advancing a circular
economy for all plastics in the province.
Ultimately, the goal is to achieve
zero plastic waste in the agricultural
sector meaning that for farmers, these
materials can be used efficiently, never
becoming waste, which contributes to
positive on farm stewardship.
“The impact for Alberta farmers is
two-fold. We can operate our farms
with less clutter, keeping both the
outbuilding areas and the land free of
plastic materials and we can contribute
to a more sustainable, environmentally
responsible farm operation for
ourselves and our families. Recycling
programs are a significant step in
protecting the future in the ag sector,”
said Dean Hubbard, an Alberta wheat
farmer and APRG member.

Cleanfarms is an agricultural industry
stewardship organization that
contributes to a healthier environment
and a sustainable future for Canadian
agriculture by developing and operating
programs across Canada specifically
for farmers that collect used ag plastics
for recycling, as well as other ag-related
used and unwanted materials for
recycling or safe disposal. cleanfarms.
ca
The Agricultural Plastics Recycling
Group (APRG) was formed in
2017 and comprises more than 20
organizations representing agricultural
producers, retailers, manufacturers,
municipalities, non-profits and others.
The group is committed to finding
solutions to manage agricultural
plastics. aprg.ca

Many farmers have shared their
preference for options that avoid ‘use
and discard’ practices, but admit they
are challenged to find alternatives.
More and more, they look to the
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Filling a grain bag at the end of harvest season in Alberta (photo from Cleanfarms)

ATTENTION
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AGRICULTURE

Grain Bag and
Twine Recyclers
in Lacombe
County
What to know about grazing
of livestock
along
roadsides
Lacombe County understands that climatic conditions
play a major factor in agriculture operations. Western
Canada has historically experienced growing seasons
of extreme drought conditions.
While Lacombe County wishes to assist livestock
owners in years where periods of drought may cause
livestock feed shortages by permitting their livestock
to graze County road ditches, livestock owners
MUST enter into a signed agreement with the
County.
In addition, livestock owners MUST follow the
guidelines below, as laid out in AG(15) Temporary
Grazing of Livestock Along Roadsides.
1. Livestock owners may fence roadsides adjacent
to their own property.
2. Livestock species includes and is limited to
cattle, goats, horses and sheep.
3. Livestock may graze roadsides adjacent to
gravel roads, machinery roads and undeveloped road allowances. Grazing roadsides adjacent to paved surfaces is prohibited.

4. Roadsides shall be fenced with a portable
10. Livestock owners interested in temporarily
electric
and energized
while
livestock are plasticsgrazing
County
roadsides
must enter into a
Are fence
you recycling
your
agricultural
and twine
helping
to promote
present. Fencing must meet generally
accepted
signed
agreement
as
attached
in Schedule
agriculture sustainability?
practices of animal husbandry to contain grazA.
ing livestock.

IT ONLY WORKS IF YOU RECYCLE RIGHT!!

5. Fences shall be erected a minimum of 24
inches from the road surface.

Pleasemust
ensure
you arefrom
onlyroadsides
recycling
6. Fences
be removed
by clean baler twine and/or grain bag plastic, to
ensure1. all product is accepted for recycle. See the following instructions below.
October
7. Should the livestock owner not remove the
fencing by October 1, the County shall deem
fencing to be abandoned and will remove and
dispose of fence at livestock owner’s expense.
8. Livestock owners shall monitor on a daily basis
to ensure:
a. livestock are secured inside fenced area;
b. fence is energized; and
c. animal husbandry is being met
9. Livestock must be removed from roadsides
each night (prior to sunset) for safety of livestock and road users.

NO feed bags ~

NO grain totes

~

NO silage plastic ~

ATTENTION
Grain Bag Recycling

NO bale wrap

Twine Recycling

Grain Bag and Twine Recyclers in Lacombe County
Are you recycling your agricultural plastics and twine helping to promote
agriculture sustainability?
Requirements:

Requirements:

•

1. Shake – Remove as much debris, snow or ice as possible.
Excessively dirty twine may be rejected, or subject to a
landﬁll tipping fee or additional charges at drop oﬀ.

IT ONLY WORKS IF YOU RECYCLE RIGHT!!

Agriculture producers who request grain bag recycling
services must provide one individual on site, capable of
Please ensure you are only recycling clean baler
twine and/or grain bag plastic, to
assisting the rolling and collection operation.

ensure all product is accepted for recycle. See
the following instructions below.
• Grain bags MUST BE FREE of grain, mud, dirt debris, and
vermin.

NO feed bags ~

NO grain totes

Grain Bag Recycling

~

•

To ensure used grain bags are eligible for recycling, grain
bag collection services should be scheduled within one
week of grain extraction.

•

Grain bag collection services are oﬀered free of charge.

2. Bag – Place loose twine in a Clean Farms Twine Recycling
Bag and tie bags to close. Please do not knot the twine.
Clean Farms Twine Recycling bags are available free of
charge at Lacombe County oﬃce or Lacombe Regional
Waste Services Commission Transfer Sites.
3. Return – Return to a Lacombe Regional Waste Services
Commission Transfer Site during regular business hours.

Details:

Details:

At this time, Lacombe County is ONLY collecting grain
bags. The grain bags will be rolled and collected directly
at the farm sites for eventual delivery to a plastic recycling
center in Alberta.

Producers can pick up Clean Farms Twine Recycling Bags at
the Lacombe County oﬃce and Lacombe Regional Waste
Services Commission Transfer Sites during regular business
hours. Twine will only be accepted if it is placed in the
Clean Farms Twine Recycling Bag, and then brought to the
collection site.

NO silage plastic ~

NO bale wrap

Twine Recycling
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AGRICULTURE

Soil Sampling in a Drought
At the end of
every growing
season, it’s
common for
producers to
reflect on yield
and production
data to make
an estimation of
how to proceed
Calvin Ireland
with next years
crop nutrition
plans. Typically,
nutrient uptake
and removal
charts give a
good indication
of what is required to produce a bushel
of grain or a tonne of silage, but there
are differences to be mindful of in a dry
year. No two fields are the same and the
only way to take the guess work out is to
soil sample. Sure, we can say drought is
drought, and yes, it’s disappointing, but
how might that show up on a soil test?
And what might it mean for next year?
Starting with a multi-depth soil test will
help you understand your field’s soil
texture and how a crop may perform
under extreme conditions. Light textured
soil (sand) compared to heavy textured
soil (clay) react very different in extreme
wet or dry conditions. Sand particles
are very coarse, therefore less surface
area for nutrients to bind to, making
them prone to leaching nutrients down
and out of the crop’s rooting zone in
a wet year. Conversely clay soils are
much finer soil particles, and therefore
have much greater surface area to hang
on to nutrients even in wet conditions.
However, in order for nutrients to be
available for crop uptake they need to
be soluble in water. So, with the right
conditions, sandy soils can make it’s

nutrients available to plants more quickly
than clay soils, because it takes more
moisture to hydrate the vast surface area
of the fine clay particles and solubilize
the nutrients into solution than the well
drained large sand particles with loosely
bonded nutrients.
But how does this affect my crop
management decisions?
Shorter crops, and lower than average
yields likely means that soil nutrient
reserves are still fairly robust. Perhaps
that will allow for a change from the
typical fertility plan to avoid over applying
fertilizer, and an opportunity to save
some money on input costs.
Another fall out of drought is less
nutrient cycling. Lack of moisture means
decreased biological activity, which
means less residue decomposition. We
can’t expect normal amounts of nitrogen
mineralization from our organic matter
under these dry conditions.
Bottom line is, in years with less than
average moisture, soil sampling must
remain a priority. Soil samples give us
a reference point on which to base the
rest of our crop planning decisions. Soil
sampling gives us a snapshot of what’s
going on beneath the surface. For every
year a field is sampled, that picture gets
a little clearer and a little sharper and a
little more accurate. By sampling during
the extreme years, both wet and dry,
we can start to fill in the borders of that
picture and begin to realize the threshold
limits of what our individual fields can
handle. Have a safe harvest.
~ Submitted by Calvin Ireland C.C.A.,
Central AB Co-op (Lacombe)
Agronomist

LAST CHANCE TO SUBMIT YOUR
FARM SAFETY VIDEO!!

Lacombe County’s Roadside Mowing Program REMINDER!
Lacombe County would like
to remind residents to please
be mindful about what is left
in the county ditches. We
ask that you move debris
completely away, or place
debris into the fence line,
to prevent damage to the
10

mowing equipment.
These items could include:
• Fence Wire
• Telephone Wire
• Large Rocks
• Posts
• Any other material that
may cause damage
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AGRICULTURE
Support on the way for
Livestock Producers
Drought-stricken livestock producers will be eligible for millions of dollars in financial relief and will benefit from new
rangeland initiatives that will improve access to water grazing.
The Government of Alberta is making $136 million available
under the AgriRecovery program, a joint program between
the governments of Alberta and Canada, and has asked the
federal government to provide an additional $204 million for
a total relief package of $340 million.
The federal government is currently evaluating this request
and earlier today announced $100 million in immediate relief
for Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, British Columbia and
Alberta. Programming costs are split 60-40 between the
provincial and federal governments.
This funding would provide much-needed financial support
and immediate cash flow for Alberta’s livestock producers
and beekeepers to purchase feed, water and fencing, if approved.
In addition, Alberta Environment and Parks has approved
several temporary changes to grazing and water regulations
to open new sources of feed for livestock.
AgriRecovery falls under the joint federal-provincial Canadian
Agricultural Partnership. It is designed to cover extraordinary
costs not covered by existing business risk management
programs, such as those incurred due to extreme drought
conditions or other natural disasters.
If approved, the total amount would be $340 million split 6040 between the federal and provincial governments. Alberta’s
contribution is $136 million. Under a new AgriRecovery
program, it will provide an immediate payment of $94 per
head to help cover feed and water access costs for breeding
females across the province.
Taking a receipt-based approach, a second payment of $106
per head will be allocated later in the year, for a total of $200.
This will help level the playing field against a U.S. feed subsidy and maintain our livestock herds in Alberta.
The program will be administered through Agriculture Financial Services Corporation. Application details will be unveiled
after the federal government reviews the proposal.
Rangeland initiatives
Alberta Environment and Parks will now
accept applications from existing grazing
disposition holders, including leases, licences
and permits, with additional grazing capacity
to allow livestock from other producers who
are in need of additional feed. Grazing disposition holders are encouraged to work with
their neighbours and community to support
each other where they can. Applications for
temporary grazing or haying are also available on vacant public lands.

ARTICLE CONTINUES ON PAGE 13
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SUBDIVISION & DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY
Do you have
questions
about
subdivision or
development
activity?

Contact Us:
Lacombe County
Planning Services
(403) 782-8389
planning@
lacombecounty.com
Dale Freitag
Director of
Planning Services
Cajun Paradis
Senior Planner
Peter Duke
Planner / Development
Officer
Allison Noonan
Planning Services
Administrative Assistant
Chelsey Teers
Planning Services
Receptionist
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SUBDIVISION & DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY
July 1, 2021 to July 31, 2021
Development Applications Received
No.

File No.

Applicant

Legal Description

Proposed Development

Decision
(otherwise pending)

1

125/21

Bast Construction & Development

Lot 5A Block 5 Plan 832 2486
(McLaurin Beach)

Guest House

2

126/21

Adam & Dana Loucks

Lot 4 Block 1 Plan 202 1758
(Pt. SE 29-39-28-W4M)

Dwelling

Approved

3

128/21

Randal & Judith Laye

SE 17-41-27-W4M

Home Based Business, Major
(Nine Energy Canada Inc.)

Approved

4

129/21

Steven & Cindy Siebenga

Lot 2 Block 1 Plan 952 3737
(Pt. NE 35-41-26-W4M)

Home Based Business, Major
(HWS Mechanical)

Approved

5

130/21

Tru-Line Contracting Ltd.

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 202 0910
(Pt. SW 35-38-26-W4M)

Dwelling

Approved

6

131/21

Art Franz

Lot 5 Block 1 Plan 922 0237
(Milton Area)

Home Based Business, Minor
(Performance Carpet Cleaning)

Approved

7

132/21

Delta Land Co. Ltd.

Block 5 Plan 982 4269
(Sandy Point RV Resort)

Recreation Equipment Storage

No.
8

File No.
133/21

Applicant
Klaas & Sylvia Scholing

Lot 5ALegal
Block Description
2 Plan 002 2568
(Pt. SE 24-39-27-W4M)

9

134/21

Dwayne Sauer

10

135/21

11

Proposed Development
Accessory Building

Decision
(otherwise pending)

Lot G Plan 5864KS
(Blackstone Estates)

Home Based Business, Minor
(Seasonal Handyman Business)

Approved

Shelly Flint

Lot 5C Block 1 Plan 932 2880
(Pt. SW 15-41-26-W4M)

Dwelling

136/21

Matthew Codd

Pt. NE 10-39-25-W4M

Addition to Dwelling

Approved

12

137/21

Gull Lake Centre

Lot 6A Block 5 Plan 832 2486
(Pt. NW 2-41-28-W4M)

Accessory Building and/or Use
(Bunkhouse trailers, renewal)

Approved

13

138/21

Johannes Punter &
Amara-Joy Leier

Pt. NW 33-39-02-W5M

Home Based Business, Major
(Outlaw Welding & Motorcycle
Repair, Renewal)

Approved

14

139/21

Shane Smith

SE 31-39-3-W5M

Dwelling

Approved

15

140/21

Sarah Berg

Lot 6 Block 1 Plan 202 1405
(Berg Subdivision)

Dwelling

Approved

16

141/21

Kevin & Joanne Bernard

Unit 127 Condo Plan 202 1689
(Degraff's Resort)

Park Model & Shed

Approved

17

142/21

Clay Puddifant

SW 27-38-03-W5M

Outdoor Storage
(Renewal)
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MAP OF ACTIVITY

No.

File No.

Applicant

Legal Description

Proposed Development

18

143/21

Robert & Theresa Moore

Lot 3 Block 4 Plan 856MC
(Birch Bay, Gull Lake)

Garage

19

145/21

Steven Makofka & Andrea Taylor

Pt. SE 01-40-03-W5M

Dwelling

Decision
(otherwise pending)

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11)

Help for livestock
producers

Subdivision Applications Received
File
No.

Applicant

Legal Description

Proposed Subdivision

Decision
(otherwise pending)

20

S-025-21

Grant & Sandi Craig

NE 8-40-28-W4M

1st Parcel Out

Refused

21

S-026-21

Sally Weenink

Pt. NW 13-40-28-W4M

Fragmented

Refused

22

S-027-21

Lacombe County

Block X Plan N1314P
(Pt. SE 15-41-28-W4M)

Public Use

23

S-028-21

Lacombe County

Lot R1 Block 1 Plan 567TR
(Pt. SE 21-39-2-W5M)

Public Use

24

S-029-21

Kenneth & Tammy Brain

NW 12-40-22-W4M

1st Parcel Out

Approved

25

S-030-21

Alex and Elvira Guse

Lot 5 Plan 3232TR
Lot 12 Block 3 Plan 192 0250

Residential

Approved

No.
26

File
S-031-21
No.

Applicant
Clay
Puddifant

Legal
Description
NW
22-38-03-W5M

Proposed
Subdivision
1st Parcel
Out

Decision
(otherwise pending)

27

S-032-21

Prairie Bison Feeders Ltd.

SE 33-39-26-W4M

1st Parcel Out

28

S-033-21

Sarah Antos

Pt. SW 22-39-26-W4M

Fragmented

29

S-034-21

Sarah Antos

Pt. SE 22-39-26-W4M

Fragmented

No.

Alberta Environment and Parks
will also permit grazers in the
forest reserve to extend the time
for grazing where there is sufficient forage to do so.
Minister Nixon has signed off on
the creation of a new temporary
streamlined program to allow
the quick provision of water to
livestock and poultry producers
in drought areas.
Environment and Parks agrologists are available to meet with
producers and to help provide
more region-specific information
about available support and best
management practices, including how they can access potential water and feed sources.
Livestock producers interested
in looking at these measures
are encouraged to reach out to
their local agrologist. Producers
can call 310-FARM (3276) to be
connected with a local agrologist
and discuss options to support
them during these tough drought
conditions.
For more information, visit
www.AFSC.ca

For more information contact Planning Services at 403-782-8389
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PLANT ALERT: Spotted
Water Hemlock
Cicuta maculata (spotted waterhemlock) is perennial, wetland
plant native to Alberta. It occurs
primarily on wet soils associated
with ditches, stream banks, pond
margins, shorelines, and marshes. Plants naturally occur within
Lacombe County.
The plant has umbels of small,

white flowers borne off tall, hollow stems with fern-like leaves.
All parts of spotted water-hemlock are toxic to humans and
livestock, but the toxin is most
concentrated in the tuberous
roots. If you think you’ve spotted
this plant, the best plan of action
is to avoid it.

FOR RENT
Pasture Sprayers

Lacombe County Community Services has
paster sprayers for County resident to rent!
Rental Rate

$50/day

Deposit

$200

(deposit is refundable when sprayer is returned
in good condition).

Description
• Pull type (behind tractor or truck)
• 400 gallon water capacity, 20 gallon/acre coverage
RENTAL
RETURN
INFORMATION
When returning sprayer rentals, please
call Lacombe County at least two hours
prior to returning the sprayer. Calls
can be made anytime between 8:00
a.m. and 2:30 p.m.
This ensures that Agriculture staff are on
site and available to receive the sprayer.

• Designed for spraying range and
pasture in rough terrain
• Has additional hand gun system
and fence line spraying nozzle.
• 32-34 foot spray swath / 17 feet on
each side.
• Pintal / pin / draw-bar hitch
• Boomless

To book the sprayer or for questions /
concerns, please call the Community
Services department at 403-782-8959 or
email

Photo credit: iowaplants.com

Photo credit: Katy Chayka

Putting poor crops to good use

The governments of Canada and
Alberta, through the Canadian Agricultural Partnership, are adjusting the crop
insurance program.
Low Yield Allowance is a standard part
of the production insurance program,
and is meant for situations of extreme
heat and severe drought. Alberta is
doubling the low yield threshold to allow
for additional cereal or pulse crops to
be salvaged for livestock feed. For example, the barley crop threshold will be
increased from 150 to 300 kg per acre.
“Alberta’s hardworking farmers and
ranchers have been hit with dry conditions that threaten their livelihoods.
We will do everything we can to help
Alberta’s agriculture industry make the
best of a terrible situation. We’ve heard
industry’s call for help, and this change
will help farmers and ensure some
good can come out of these crops,”
said Devin Dreeshen, Minister of Agriculture and Forestry
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“We recognize that this year’s conditions have had a significant impact on
our producers—and we’ve been here to
listen, take feedback, and mobilize our
teams as quickly and efficiently as possible,” said Darryl Kay, CEO, Agriculture
Financial Services Corporation
Since mid-June, there has been a
significant deterioration of crops across
the province. Current weather conditions are not improving, and industry
expects to see further deterioration in
crops.
Together with the federal government,
Alberta is making an adjustment to
crop insurance that will allow farmers
to put more poor quality crops towards
livestock feed, helping ease feed shortages for livestock during the current
drought.
This adjustment encourages producers
to act swiftly to salvage crops for livestock feed rather than watch their fields
deteriorate further, and risk harvesting
nothing. As these crops would
otherwise be covered by crop
insurance, there will likely be

minimal additional payments resulting
from this decision.
Under the federal-provincial costshared Canadian Agricultural Partnership, there are a number of business
risk management programs available
through Agriculture Financial Services
Corporation (AFSC) to help Alberta
producers manage significant risks
that threaten the viability of their farms,
including crop insurance.
Alberta’s AFSC has a total of 119 active
adjustment team members following
the addition of 21 new members in
December 2020 and April 2021. The
government has advised crop adjusters
to be flexible and complete early assessments with affected crop and hay
land; for example, offering alternative
use of crops to address forecasted feed
shortages in our livestock industry.
Last week, Alberta, along with Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Ontario,
received verbal commitment from the
federal government that a joint AgriRecovery program will be initiated to
support producers affected by drought

conditions prior to a federal election.
Assessments are currently underway in
these provinces.
Alberta announced a 20 per cent reduction in premium costs for crop, pasture
and forage insurance earlier this year
which protects against weather-related
production loss. As a result:
•

Almost 400 additional farmers and
ranchers enrolled in crop, pasture
and forage insurance.

•

Almost 1,400 farmers and ranchers increased their level of crop,
pasture and forage insurance
coverage.

•

Almost 230 clients re-enrolled in
crop, pasture and forage insurance
after canceling their subscriptions
in 2020 or prior years.

ARTICLE CONTINUES ON
PAGE 15
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Stephenson School sign unveiled near Bentley
Back row: left to right: Loretta Anderson, Arnold Bergesen, Howard Bergesen, Eleanor
Bergesen Pye, Gelaine Olson Stewart, Shirley Haarstad Christiansen, Catherine (Suzie)
Vig Wiese, Ken Haarstad, Keith Stephenson.
Front row seated: left to right: Merlyn Wilson, Paul Ree, Norman Pearson, Doris Pearson McDonell,
Not Pictured/Honourable Mentions: Jean Haarstad Gallelli, Helen Morison Low, Mary
Morison, Evie Haarstad Andrew, Darlene Hansen Ashmead

Last month, a group of
former Stephenson School
students, accompanied by
Lacombe County Councillor
Keith Stephenson and project
coordinator Ken Haarstad,
joined together to unveil the
sign that recognized the former
Stephenson School.
The Stephenson School was
built in 1904 on land owned by
Edward Uhrig at SW 20-40-01W5. The size of the school was
to be 24’ by 30’, with 12-foot
ceilings. Ted Zeluf supervised the
school’s construction and built the
desks for the students and the
teacher.
The school founders were Robert
Stephenson Sr. (Coun. Keith
Stephenson’s great grandfather),
Charlie Uhrig, John Shirkey, and
George Stephenson (Coun. Keith
Stephenson’s great uncle).
The first teacher was Mr.
Davidson. In August 1905,
thirteen pupils attended the
school. By the end of 1906, the
number of children had increased
to 25. Children came from three
to four miles away, travelling
through trails and crossing
flooded areas. As there were
no bridges at the time, planks
were placed across creeks
that ran across these trails.
Schoolchildren walked to school,
rode horses back or drove a
horse and buggy.

(Continued from Page 14)

Making a claim

Putting poor crops to good use

It is extremely important that before clients put a crop to an
alternative use, they talk to their AFSC branch office.

The adjustments to crop insurance add to the steps
already taken by the government of Alberta to ensure
farmers are supported during this difficult time. Other steps
include:

Priority will be given to clients who want to use crops for
immediate pasture or clients who want to silage or bale
crops.

Formally requesting the federal government initiate an
AgriRecovery assessment.
•

•

Asking the federal government to ensure all significantly affected municipalities are included as eligible
in the designation for the federal Livestock Tax Deferral provision. This would allow farmers who sell part
of their breeding herd due to drought in a prescribed
drought region to defer a portion of sale proceeds to
the following year.
Increasing the percentage paid on interim payments
under AgriStability.

In 1918, the school was moved
to SE 24-40-02-W5, on Gerhart
Haarstad’s homestead. The first
teacher at this new location was
Miss Lela Anderson.
In 1930, a decision was made
to spruce up the interior of the
school. The renovations included
having the building plastered and
all repairs to woodwork, such as
windows, doors, casings, and
blackboards. Mr. R.D. McKilligan
signed a contract to supply the
labour and materials for $190.
On January 5, 1935, the district
bought materials to construct
a teacherage. The teacherage
was to be built on the school
grounds and to be the property
of the district. The following July,
the board decided to repair the
school foundation and put a
cellar and foundation under the
teacherage.
In April 1948, a special meeting
of ratepayers was called, to
discuss the advantages and
disadvantages of busing the
40-some children to Bentley.
The vote was unanimous. Elmer
Calkins bought the first school
bus to transport the children
from the Stephenson district to
Bentley.
Howard Bergesen bought
Stephenson School and moved
it to his farm. He is still using the
building today.

We’re
ONLINE!

Quick facts
•

Under the Canadian Agricultural Partnership, AgriInsurance premiums for most programs are shared 40
per cent by participating producers, 36 per cent by the
Government of Canada and 24 per cent by the Alberta
government. Administrative expenses are paid 60 per
cent by Canada and 40 per cent by Alberta.

Lacombe County in on Facebook
and Twitter!

•

Business risk management programs include: AgriInvest, AgriStability, AgriInsurance and AgriRecovery.

Stay up-to-date on the latest news
and events

•

In Alberta, agriculture industry receives over $300
million in annual assistance from the provincial government through the BRM programs.

Facebook: /LacombeCounty
Twitter: @LacombeCounty
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
July 8, 2021
COVID-19 UPDATE
Council was provided with an update on the latest
COVID-19 statistics and the Province’s current
announcement re: stages for the elimination of
mandatory restrictions and the current vaccine
statistics.
STRATEGIC PLAN UPDATE
The updated 2018 to 2023 Lacombe County Strategic
Plan was approved by Council as presented.
FIVE-YEAR RECREATION CAPITAL PLAN
The Five-Year Recreation Capital Plan was approved
by Council as presented.
RC(1) APPLICATION – VILLAGE OF CLIVE
Council approved a resolution that Lacombe County
provide funding of 48% ($13,744) of the cost of the
Village of Clive’s Centennial Park Rejuvenation
Project with the contribution to be funded as follows:
1. $7,533 from the Recreation Capital Assistance
Reserve; and
2. $6,211 as in-kind labour and equipment.
VETERAN VOICES OF CANADA/LACOMBE
LEGION – FLAGS OF REMEMBRANCE
With regard to the requests for Lacombe County to
sponsor 1) four Plaques of Honor (Veterans Voices
request) for a minimum donation of $250 per plaque
and, 2) sponsor the purchase of 128 flag poles at a
cost of $2,250 to $4,500 (Lacombe Legion request)
for the Flags of Remembrance Event the following
resolutions received Council approval:
1. That Lacombe County contribute $1,700 as per
Policy RC(9) County Support of Community
Programs, Events & Activities, to the Lacombe
Legion for the purchase of flagpoles for the 2021
Flags of Remembrance event, subject to the City
of Lacombe contributing in-kind or funding support
in at-least an equal amount to the County’s
support for the event; and
2. That the request from Veterans Voices of Canada
for Lacombe County to purchase four Flags of
Remembrance Plaques of Honour & Flags be
received for information.
LAND LEASE – SE 11-41-28 W4M
With regard to a request from Harvey Prins regarding
the reimbursement of taxes paid on the land lease of
7-acres of Lacombe County land located on the SE
11-41-28 W4M the following resolution did not receive
the approval of Council:

That Lacombe County agree to negotiate a refund of
property taxes levied between 1999 and 2021 on Tax
Roll No. 4128111002.
COMMUNITY PEACE OFFICERS – RCMP TALK
GROUPS ACCESS
By resolution of Council a letter of support will
be forwarded to the Government of Alberta
and necessary stakeholders to facilitate the
implementation and rollout of RCMP talk groups to
Community Peace Officers.
MINISTER OF INFRASTRUCTURE – “BIG IDEA
PROJECTS”
The Minister of Alberta Infrastructure has requested a
list of “Big Idea Projects” from Alberta Constituencies.
Council identified a number of project ideas and by
resolution directed the County Manager to submit that
list by July 20th to the Ministers office.
APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS
Each year, Lacombe County engages the services
of an accounting firm to perform its annual external
financial audit and prepare the County’s financial
statements and financial information return. By
resolution of Council, the County Manager was
directed to prepare a Request for Proposal (RFP) for
the retention of an auditor for the 2021 fiscal year for
Lacombe County.

$360,000, toward the Bentley Area Slab
Replacement Project; and furthermore, this
contribution will be funded from the County’s
Recreation Capital Assistance Reserve.
BYLAW NO. 1341/21 THIRD READING
Bylaw No. 1341/21, a bylaw of Lacombe County
to amend the Lacombe County Land Use Bylaw
No. 1237/17 to provide for the redesignation of
approximately 10.00 acres (4.05 hectares) described
as Block 5 Plan 982 4269, Pt. NE 01-41-01 W5M
from Recreation “PR” District to Recreational Vehicle
Resort “R-RVR” District, having been read a first time
and a second time, was read a third time, and finally
passed.
BYLAW NO. 1346/21 – CIVIL ADDRESSING
BYLAW
Bylaw No. 1346/21, a bylaw of Lacombe County to
provide and implement a municipal addressing system
was read a first, second and third time and so passed
by Council.
ROSEDALE VALLEY – SPEED LIMIT REVIEW
Following a survey of the Hamlet of Rosedale Valley
community, the County Manager was directed to
include a speed limit change in the Speed Control
Bylaw for the Hamlet of Rosedale Valley to 30km/h at
the next Speed Control Bylaw review.

PARLBY LAKE DAM

TOWN OF BLACKFALDS – ORDER IN COUNCIL
102/2009 – ANNEXATION OF LAND

The County Manager was authorized to enter into
a Service Agreement with Kerr Wood Leidal for the
undertaking of a Dam Consequence Classification
Review of the Parlby Lake Control Structure located in
SE 15-40-23 W4M at a total cost of $21,800 + GST.

Council reviewed the June 23, 2021 letter from the
Town of Blackfalds to Katie Graves regarding her
request to extend Lacombe County Tax Rates beyond
the 15-year period provided for in Order in Council
102/2009.

FUNDING FOR RURAL MUNICIPALITIES/SMALL
BUSINESS

Council was advised that following the County’s
receipt of a copy of this letter the Town of Blackfalds
CAO acknowledged that the process identified in the
letter for considering the Graves’ request was not
correct, and that such consideration would be made
solely by the Town of Blackfalds and without Lacombe
County’s involvement.

Correspondence received from the Town of Ponoka
regarding requesting additional funding from the
Province for rural municipalities to allocate to small
businesses was received for information.
TOWN OF BENTLEY – RC(1) APPLICATION/
LETTER OF SUPPORT
By resolutions of Council, Lacombe County will:
1. provide a letter of support to the Town of
Bentley to accompany its Canada Community
Revitalization Fund grant application for the
Bentley Arena Slab Replacement Project; and

By resolution, Council directed the County Manager to
request that the Town of Blackfalds clarify the process
for considering the extension of Lacombe County
tax rates outlined in Order in Council 102/2009, and
advise the Graves’ and Lacombe County, by letter,
accordingly.

2. commit to fund 25%, up to a maximum of

Follow us online TODAY for current Lacombe County information
LacombeCounty
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Service Canada is hiring!
Join us today!
Here at Service Canada, we have
various positions available to suit your
experience and interests. There are
permanent, temporary, full-time and
part-time positions to meet your specific
needs. We also offer competitive pay with
appealing benefit plans.

Service Canada is committed to creating a workplace that is
culturally respectful of Indigenous peoples and supportive of their
career development. Some of the initiatives available to Indigenous
employees are the Indigenous Peer Support Program, the Indigenous
Mentoring Program and the Indigenous Employees’ Circle (a national
forum for Indigenous employees in the Department to network and to
connect with their Indigenous colleagues across the country).
Your team awaits you. Come start your federal career with us today!

What kind of work will you do?

Citizen Services Officer
A Citizen Services Officer is the first point of contact for Canadians requiring access to federal programs and services.
You are the face of Service Canada, working hand in hand with clients to resolve their queries and support them.
Payment Services Officer
A Payment Services Officer (PSO) plays a crucial role in the administration of federal benefit programs such as
Employment Insurance, Canada Pension Plan and Old Age Security. There are two different PSO jobs. A Call Centre PSO
provides help to clients on the phone, and a Processing PSO processes claim requests to determine entitlements.
Program Services Officer
A Program Services Officer reviews applications for Canada Pension and Old Age Security benefits and make decisions
on entitlements.
Passport Officer
A Passport Officer reviews applications, checks eligibility and make decisions on issuing passports. Detecting potential
frauds and background checks are also part of the duties.
Integrity Services Officer
An Integrity Services Officer determines the eligibility of persons applying for Employment Insurance benefits, monitors
the payments throughout the duration of a claim and conducts investigation when there appears to be fraud.

Is this job the right fit for you?

 Have you successfully completed secondary school, GED or have a combination of education, training and experience?
 Do you have customer experience, or know how to use the internet or email?
 Are you a people person?

New Playground at the Alix Ag grounds! Lacombe
County recently helped cover the cost of a new playground on the Alix Ag Society grounds!

TAX PAYMENTS
Like other on-line bill payments, there
may be a processing delay on on-line
Tax Payments. Payments MUST be in our
bank account on or before the payment
date (September 30), or penalties will
apply. Don't leave it until the last minute.

Council Highlights & Minutes can be
found on our website under the ‘Council’
Link on the main page - or scan the QR
code (left) with your smartphone!

 Are you a bit of a detective?
 Do you have an eye for details?
If you have answered yes to any of the above questions, we encourage you to apply today.

Interested in applying? Or have questions?
Please email us at
ESDC.2021-CSD-EA-WT-0076228.EDSC@hrsdc-rhdcc.gc.ca

Regularly Scheduled Meetings for
Lacombe County Council
Committee of the Whole
First Tuesday of every second month at 9 a.m.
Council & MPC
Second and fourth Thursday of every month, starting at 9 a.m..
The public and media are welcome to attend all Council &
MPC meetings. An agenda will be posted to the website
prior to the meeting.
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Training, Equipment, and Teamwork Combine to Save Youth Trapped in Corn
Byline: Robin Anderson for the Canadian Agricultural Safety Association
Grain entrapment is a growing concern
on farms and in grain handling facilities.
Grain entrapment happens quickly and
is often fatal. That’s where the Canadian Agricultural Safety Association’s
(CASA) BeGrainSafe program comes
in. BeGrainSafe works to save lives
through awareness and training. On November 4, 2019, grain rescue training
and knowledge, the proper equipment,
and teamwork all combined to save the
life of a 14-year-old girl trapped in corn.
It was just a regular fall day in the municipality of Leamington, Ontario, when
the call for emergency services came
in. Leamington, the “Tomato Capital of
Canada,” nestled along Lake Erie, is an
agricultural, manufacturing, and tourism hub. Although known for its greenhouses and tomatoes, farmers also
produce crops like corn and soybeans
that contribute to the overall diversity
of Leamington’s agricultural industry. It
was on one of these diverse operations
that a young teenager entered a gravity wagon filled with corn and quickly
became entrapped.
Mike Ciacelli, Leamington’s Deputy
Fire Chief, describes the call. “It was
approximately four p.m. when a call for
firefighter services came in. There had
been an incident involving a gravity
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wagon and a young teenager,” explains
Ciacelli. “She had been watching the
corn unloading when she went in. As
soon as she screamed, her family and
the other workers knew she was in
trouble.”

“She was stable. EMS had managed to
get her an airway, she was conscious,
and a family member was pushing corn
away from her face, so I knew we had
the time to get the proper equipment
there.”

Jumping into action, the people on site
stopped the flowing corn and immediately called 911.

A call went to the Kingsville Fire Department, (one of Leamington Fire Services’
mutual aid partners in Essex county) to
ask for their silo kit. “They’ve had this
kit for 10 or 12 years, and they’ve never
used it in a live scenario,” says Ciacelli.

Ciacelli says that when Leamington’s
Fire Services got the call, he immediately thought of his colleague, Fire Inspector Derrick Clark. Clark had just attended CASA’s BeGrainSafe Firefighter
Grain Rescue Training Course. “I called
Derrick immediately,” recalls Ciacelli.
“I knew he had taken the BeGrainSafe
training, so I wanted his advice.”
“I was harvesting corn at the time when
Mike called,” says Clark. “And I knew
that the best bet for a successful rescue
was to secure the proper equipment to
get her out safely.”
When Ciacelli arrived on the scene, the
girl was mostly under the corn. “All I
could see were her eyes, her nose, and
the tip of one of her elbows popping
out of the corn.” On-site were paramedics and police. Someone suggested
opening the door to get the corn moving
again. However, after talking with Clark,
Ciacelli knew this wasn’t an option.

Clark suggested that while waiting for
the silo kit to arrive, Leamington firefighters start to build a temporary cofferdam around the girl using what they
had on hand to keep any more corn
from flowing in on her.
“We started pulling boards and even
old honey and fruit stand signs to use,”
remembers Ciacelli.
When Kingsville Fire Department’s
technical rescue team arrived with the
silo kit, they started building a cofferdam with their panels around her. “She
was up against the side of the grain
cart,” says Ciacelli. “They could only do
a half-moon shape around her. Because of the bars in the grain cart, the
cofferdam panels weren’t exactly lining
up. We ended up using the boards and
signs to help fill the gaps.”

The Leamington fire department used
their aerial truck to light up the scene,
and firefighters used small pails to
remove the corn from around the girl.
“All in all, 24 firefighters, four police officers, and two paramedics attended the
scene. It was quite the light show,” says
Ciacelli.
After approximately 45 minutes, firefighters removed enough corn to pull
the girl out safely. “I was amazed,” says
Ciacelli. “She climbed down the ladder
on her own. She went to the hospital,
but she was fine. It was a good day.”
Ciacelli and Clark credit the proper
equipment, teamwork, and training for
the rescue. “I hope that more firefighters
in our area can get this training,” says
Ciacelli. “I was happy to be able to call
Derrick for his advice. As a command
officer, I’ll take advice from someone
smarter, with more knowledge than I
have.”
“The training taught me how quickly
grain entrapment happens,” explains
Clark. “Remaining calm, shutting down
the equipment, and getting the rescue
equipment can make all the difference.”
For more information about the Canadian Agricultural Safety Association’s
BeGrainSafe program, visit casa-acsa.
ca/begrainsafe.
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Community Notice:

Joffre Site Ethylene 1 (E1)
maintenance turnaround planned
Our E1 facility will be shut down from mid August to end
of September/mid-October 2021 for a turnaround.
What can you expect?
• Flaring during plant shut-down and start-up
• An increase in contractors to site (approximately
1,000 contractors at peak)

How are we minimizing impact?
• West access to site temporarily
opened for usage
• Staggered shifts
• No bussing due to COVID
restrictions — contractor
orientation reinforcing ‘road
etiquette expectations’ while
travelling through farming
communities

DRIVE
WITH CARE

What is a turnaround?
Turnarounds offer us the
opportunity to conduct
maintenance and
renewal of our facilities
outside of our day-to-day
maintenance activities.

Why do we flare?
We are located in a
farming community

Other planned maintenance activities:
• Polyethylene 1 (PE1) Major Outage: mid-September 2021
• Ethylene 3 (E3) Turnaround: mid-May to end June 2022
• PE1 Turnaround: end June to end July 2022

Flaring is considered to
be a safe, environmentally
acceptable way to dispose
of hydrocarbons —
required when a plant
needs to isolate for
maintenance activities
and during emergency
events.

ATTENTION TO NEIGHBOUR IMPACTS IS ALWAYS A PRIORITY

If you have questions, call our 24-hour number
403-314-8767 or email joffresite@novachem.com
www.novachemicals.com

Please watch and obey ALL construction zone signage,
and keep workers safe this
construction season!!
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Flags of Remembrance
looking for local support
The Royal Canadian
Legion, Lacombe
Branch is honoured to
be taking part in flying
the Flags of Remembrance in Lacombe
this year! You may
have seen this event
in Sylvan Lake in
past years. This year
Lacombe will be one
of the six communities
in Canada to host this
event.
We hope to fly 128
Canadian Flags,
representing 128,000
Canadians killed in
action.

We need your help.
Each flag needs a
sponsor. You can
sponsor a flag and
plaque of honour
representing a military personnel or first
responder (current or
past) for a minimum
donation of $250.00.
The flags and plaques
will remain at the location until November
12th, then presented
to the sponsor at a
later ceremony.
Please stop by the Lacombe Legion (Thursday-Saturday 3 pm-9
pm) for an application.

What is acceptable in
Lacombe County?
With summer here, it’s a great time
for a Community Standards Bylaw
reminder.

SHOP LOCAL
EAT LOCAL
SPEND LOCAL
These are hard times for many Albertans. You can make a
difference by supporting local businesses and restaurants.
When you shop local, the money STAYS local and supports
local charities, community organizations and events.

20

Smoking or vaping cannabis products in ANY public place in
Lacombe County is prohibited.
Be respectful with your noise (no unreasonably loud/raucous
noise that disrupts others, including your neighbours).
No bullying will be tolerated in any public places.
Quiet hours are 11:00PM to 7:00AM in residential areas (with
regards to generators, construction equipment, power lawnmowers, disruptive vehicle sounds, power tools, etc.).

These are just a few of the expectations in the Community Standards
Bylaw. Visit www.LacombeCounty.com for the full details.

Stay up to date!
Follow us on social media
/LacombeCounty
@LacombeCounty
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FOR RENT: RIPLEY COMMUNITY HALL
Single

room hall with small kitchen and bathroom.
Outdoor RV hook-up and water.
Gazebo structure with concrete floor.

Photos available at: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
ripleycommunity
For inquiries, please call Inquiries call 403-742-9827.

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/riverbank-corridor-walktalk-tickets-164225333393

Step 1

Step 2

YOUR RESPONSIBILITY

Step 3

OUR RESPONSIBILITY
NOTIFYING OUR MEMBERS
OF YOUR DIGGING PROJECT

Alberta One Call will:
1.

24hrs/day & 7 days/wk

2.

www.AlbertaOneCall.com
or
Call 1‐800‐242‐3447
Regular business hours
Monday thru Friday
(except holidays)

Operators of buried utilities require
at least three working days notice
prior to any ground disturbance.

Assign a ticket number to your
locate request; and
Notify our members of the
planned ground disturbance in
the vicinity of their buried
infrastructure.

Upon receipt of locate request,
members assess the information on
the ticket and determine whether or
not the proposed ground
disturbance will be in conflict with
their buried facilities.

BURIED UTILITY OWNER
RESPONSIBILITY
LOCATING AND MARKING
BURIED UTILITIES
Within THREE working days, Buried
Utility Owners will either:
1.

Contact you to arrange a time to
meet on‐site for the next
available appointment; OR

2.

Identify and mark the location of
their buried infrastructure; OR

3.

Provide clearance to proceed
with your proposed ground
disturbance.

If you are advised that you may
proceed to dig without a locate,
request confirmation in writing.

www.AlbertaOneCall.com

Update your Mailing Address!
If your address has changed, make sure to notify us. Call 403782-6601 or email info@lacombecounty.com.
We also recommend updating the title of your property
with Alberta Land Titles. You can obtain a form from us, by

calling 780-427-2742, or online https://www.alberta.ca/
land-titles-overview.aspx (under Change of address and
name).
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AROUND THE COUNTY

WHAT WE DO

Alix and Area Community Resource Centre

Upcoming Programs



Sept 15 - Little Village Playgroup starts. Every
Wednesday for preschool ages 0 - 6

Community Activities



Child and Youth Summer ProgrammingA variety of indoor/ outdoor activities based on weekly
themes. Free to attend and open to all ages. Children under
6 must be accompanied by an older sibling or an adult.
Hosted on Tuesday/ Wednesday/ Thursday from 1PM-4PM:
August 3, 4, 5, 10, 11, 12.
Senior Summer FunA free program for seniors. Join us for drop-in afternoons
full of socializing, activities and more on Thursdays during
the summer: August 5, 12, 19 and 26, 1PM-3PM.

Services
Available
Information &
Referral

Oct 28 - An Evening with Jody Carrington Parenting Today. Starts 7 pm in Clive. Tickets
$40 on sale in September through Eventbrite.












Clive FCSS Programs:
Little Village Playgroup
Home Safe and Babysitting courses
Adventures R’Us Summer Day Camp
Individual & Family Resources
Seniors Benefits & Resources
Volunteer Appreciation
Seniors Week
Supports for Seniors at Christmas.








Programs in Partnership with
Lacombe & District FCSS:
Community Outreach Program
Tools for School
Volunteer Income Tax program
New Coats for Kids
Fill a Fridge
Santa’s Anonymous

Nov 17 & 24 - Home Alone Course. Ages 9 - 11,
from 3:30 - 6:00 pm. Cost $40.



Dec 4 - Babysitters Course. Ages 12+,
from 9 am - 5 pm. Cost $40.

Resource Navigation
Volunteer Services
Family Wellness

Evening EventsGet out for some fun on Monday
Community
evenings from 7PM-9PM. Mother/
Resource Centre
Child Night: August 9, Family Night:
August 16, Father/ Child Night: August 23,
Community Night: August 30. On Thursdays,
join in Teen Night, for ages 12+, August 12, 19.

Meals on Wheels

Alix and Area

Home Support

CONTACT US AT:
Clive FCSS Outreach Coordinator
Email: clivefcss@lacombefcss.net
Phone: (403) 784-2020
Address: 5107 50th St, Clive, AB (adjacent to the Village Office).

Office Hours:
Tuesdays 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
1st & 3rd Wednesday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Community Services
Adult Learning

Tutoring ServicesDoes your child need help to prepare for school in the fall or
assistance with a subject? Tutoring services are free for
Grade 1-12 and available all summer. Contact us to sign up.
More Family ActivitiesRegister for upcoming activities hosted by the Lacombe FRN, in
Alix and Mirror: Sensory Play at the Alix Beach on August 6 & 20,
10AM-11:30AM; and Science Lab in Mirror on August 6 & 20, from
1PM-2:30PM. Contact us to book a spot or for more details.

Monday to Thursday

Clive Family & Community Support Services

Alix Food Bank
alixmirrorwellness@gmail.com
Follow us on Facebook
@AlixandAreaCommunity
ResourceCentre

ATTENTION: ALL YOUTH AGED 12 - 18

www.alixcrc.com

The Alberta Youth Pheasant Program, sponsored by Red Deer Fish and Game Association, is
providing a ONE Day FUN Day to Learn about and experience:
•
•
•
•

10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

*Closed all statutory holidays*
Bay 1, 5008 50 Ave, Alix, AB

403-396-3369

Pheasant Conservation
Firearm Introduction
Clay Pigeon Shooting
Pheasant Hunts

All equipment will be provided. Bring your own Lunch.

Membership Fees: FREE

When:

Saturdays, from Sept 11, 2021 to early November 2021

Where:

East of Innisfail about 15 minutes

Cost:

Zero if you already belong to an Alberta Fish and Game Association.
OR $25 Junior Membership to the Red Deer Fish and Game Assn

Kids Programs: In-Person, Mother Goose (baby – 3), Story Time (All Ages), Creative Explosion
(3+)
Youth Programs Online & In-Person– Youth D & D, Out of this World (9+), Reading & Writing
Tutoring, Minecraft and Fortnite club
Teen Programs - Teen D& D (13+), Book Club
Adult Programs – D & D, Ink Drinkers Book Club, Writers Group
All Programs are FREE – see our website for more details or call us!
Hours:
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 10am – 6pm – Wed 10am – 7:00pm
Blackfaldslibrary.ca

403.885.2343

To Register or More Information:
Contact Landon by email at: landon.mcinall@reddeerfishandgame.com
Contact Ken by email at: kenmac2@shaw.ca

HAS YOUR ADDRESS CHANGED?
If Canada Post has made a recent
change to your mailing address,
please notify us!
Contact Lacombe County by calling 403782-6601.
1
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AROUND THE COUNTY
Make a

SPLASH

FORSHEE COMMUNITY
HALL

at the Kinsmen Aquatic Centre
5429 53rd Street, Lacombe AB

• The Kinsmen Aquatic Centre is back open for all
regularly scheduled activities!
Visit Lacombe.ca/pool to see the pool schedule
or call the schedule hotline at 403-782-1277
• Fall registration is now open.
• The Spray Park is open Mon-Fri from 10 am-9 pm,
weekends & statutory holidays from 9 am-8 pm
• The Wibit is back for pool rentals and on Fridays
from 6:45 pm -9:30 pm
For more information call 403.782.1278 or visit
www.lacombe.ca/pool.

Located on Hwy 20 between Bentley & Rimbey, Forshee
Hall is a modern building with a well equipped commercial
kitchen and table seating for up to 160 people. It has a
stage, new sound system and a great dance floor.
This venue is perfect for wedding receptions, family
reunions, community dances, meetings, etc. It includes a
large playing field, fire pit and ample RV parking. Rental
rates are very reasonable and discounts are available for
local community events.
To receive an information package, email forsheehall@
gmail.com or call 403-877-2150.

The perfect place for people to connect.
•
•
•

The LMC offers space to host:
training/workshops
licensed markets
funerals

•
•
•

meetings
weddings
birthdays

For more information or to book your meeting
online visit www.lacombe.ca/lmc or call
403-782-6668
Home of Anna Maria’s Cafe, Mary C. Moore Public
Library and Lacombe & District FCSS.

Maintenance for highways in Lacombe County
Please note: Alberta Transportation maintains and operates ALL NUMBERED
highways in the County (i.e. Hwy 12, Hwy 20, Hwy 597, Hwy 815, Hwy 601, Hwy 2A,
etc.). If you see any issues or have any concerns on these roadways, please
contact:

Mainroad Alberta Contracting LP | 1-877-875-3263
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SEPTEMBER 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

29

30

31

Sept 1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

14

15

16

17

18

Help us promote

YOU!

Do you know a
business, person,
place or volunteer
you want to see
profiled in County
News?

Labour Day
(Office Closed)
12

19

26

13

20

21

27

28

22

29

23

24

30
National Day for
Truth &
Reconciliation

Do you have a
photograph you want
to share?

25

October 1

2

If so, email communications@
lacombecounty.com with your ideas,
photographs or stories.

We'd love to hear from you!

100-YEAR FARM FAMILY RECOGNITION

Lacombe County Directory

Lacombe County celebrates the
contributions of local farm families who
have worked in Lacombe County
through generations with the 100-Year
Farm Family program.

RR3, Lacombe Alberta T4L 2N3 www.lacombecounty.com

Department Numbers:

Main Office - 403-782-6601
Planning Services - 403-782-8389
Community Services - 403-782-8959
Operations - 403-782-8379

To get your sign, contact Lacombe County
(403-782-6601). Participants will have the
option of sharing the history of their farm through the County
News and social media channels.

Follow us online for
the latest news!
/LacombeCounty
@LacombeCounty
www.lacombecounty.com

Public Works Shop - 403-782-3567
General
After Hours Emergency Answering Service

403.357.1210

Administration Fax

403.782.3820

Public Works Fax

403.782.5356

For Service Requests, see our website - or phone the switchboard at 403-782-6601
Senior Administration
Tim Timmons, County Manager
ttimmons@lacombecounty.com
Michael Minchin, Director of Corporate Services
mminchin@lacombecounty.com
Bill Cade, Director of Operations
bcade@lacombecounty.com
Dale Freitag, Director of Planning Services
dfreitag@lacombecounty.com
Keith Boras, Director of Community Services
kboras@lacombecounty.com
Council

COUNTY
NEWS
is published by Lacombe County and printed by PostMedia.
If you have feedback or story ideas, please contact:
Nicole Plewis, Communications Coordinator
communications@lacombecounty.com
403.782.6601
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Call 403-782-6601
to speak with the
County Manager
or with a Lacombe
County Director

John Ireland, Div. 1

Home
(jireland@lacombecounty.com)

Brenda Knight, Div. 2 (bknight@lacombecounty.com)

Cell
403.392.3981

403.788.2168

Barb Shepherd, Div. 3 (bshepherd@lacombecounty.com)

403.550.2168
403.340.9724

Paula Law, Div. 4

(plaw@lacombecounty.com)

403.784.3803

403.348.1755

Ken Wigmore, Div. 5

(kwigmore@lacombecounty.com)

403.782.2593

403.588.1222

Keith Stephenson, Div. 6
(kstephenson@lacombecounty.com)

403.748.2431

403.350.4940

Dana Kreil, Division 7 (dkreil@lacombecounty.com)

403.746.3607

403.358.9400

