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Lacombe County Council sworn in; elects new
Reeve and Deputy Reeve
During the October 26, 2021 Organizational Meeting, Lacombe County Councillors took the Oath of Office following the Municipal Election on October 18, 2021.
Lacombe County Council appointed Division 3 Councillor Barb Shepherd as Lacombe County Reeve. Councillor
Shepherd assumed the Reeve’s Chair after taking the
Oath of Office from County Manager Tim Timmons.
“I want to thank my fellow councillors for appointing me as
Lacombe County Reeve. There are many changes to our
Council following the election, and I’m looking forward to
working with both new and familiar faces to lead Lacombe
County forward,” said Reeve Shepherd. “The previous
Council left us with a strong foundation to build on as we
tackle the challenges and opportunities ahead of us.”
Following her appointment, Lacombe County Council
appointed Division 1 Councillor John Ireland as Deputy
Reeve for a two-year term.
“I’m honoured to serve a second term as a Lacombe
County Councillor and thank Council for appointing me
as Deputy Reeve for Lacombe County,” said Deputy
Reeve Ireland. “We have several new councillors with new
perspectives joining us at the table and I look forward to
working with each councillor – experienced and new – to
find workable solutions for the matters that will arise over
our next term in office.”

Blackfalds Recreation and Parks Board, ALUS Community
Advisory Panel, Red Deer/Lacombe Rural Crime Watch,
and Ellis Bird Farm Board. Recognizing the challenges
facing rural Alberta, Barb continues to be passionate about
issues surrounding the environment, rural crime and responsible spending of tax dollars.
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John Ireland has deep roots in Central Alberta, having
grown up on a mixed farm east of Red Deer. In 1986, he
moved to the Joffre area, where he and his wife, Allison,
still farm today. John has always been an active community member and has enjoyed the opportunity to meet new
residents of Lacombe County.
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Over the past four years, John has been a representative on the Highway 12/21 Water Commission, the Red
Deer River Municipal Users Group, the Lacombe Regional
Waste Services Commission, and the Lacombe County
Agricultural Service Board, to name a few. Acknowledging that he lives in a special place, John continues to work
at making Lacombe County a sustainable community well
into the future.
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The Organizational Meeting also saw County Council
make a variety of appointments, in addition to the election of Reeve and Deputy Reeve, of Council members to
municipal boards, committees and commissions.
About Reeve Barb Shepherd
Barb Shepherd was born and raised on a ranch in southwestern Saskatchewan and moved to Central Alberta in
1984 to advance her banking career. She was first elected
to Council in 2013, following a nearly 40-year career in
banking. Barb has always been interested in local government and is a long-time supporter of numerous organizations, including Ellis Bird Farm, the United Way of Central
Alberta Board of Directors, and the Burman University
School of Business Advisory Board.
Since joining Lacombe County Council in 2013, Barb has
been an active representative for Lacombe County on the
Lacombe Regional Waste Services Commission Board,
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Outstanding
2021 taxes?

November 30 deadline fast approaching; 10% penalty will be
applied to all unpaid taxes

AGRICULTURAL EXCELLENCE
SECURING YOUR FARM & FUTURE
Our expert speakers provide
insight and tools to support
the success of your farming
operations and building
proactive, sustainable family
legacies.

JANUARY 12TH
2022
7:00PM

An additional 10%
penalty will be added
on December 1 for
all taxes unpaid after
November 30, 2021.

you must use the
10 Digit Tax Roll
Number as the
Account Number.
•

The November 30
deadline and penalty are
not applicable to property
owners currently enrolled
in the Tax Installment
Payment Plan (TIPP).
How can I pay my taxes?
Tax payments are payable
to Lacombe County and
can be made using one of
the following options:
•

•

•

In person at the
County Office during
regular office hours
(8:30am to 4:30pm).
At the County Office,
payments are accepted
via cash, cheque or
Interac debit card.
Deposited in the
envelope mail box
located at the road
entrance to the County
Office.
By bill payment
through internet
banking (available
through most financial
institutions. Contact
our office at 403-7826601 if yours is not
currently available).
•

When choosing
this option, each
property you are
paying taxes for
must be paid
separately and
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•

Electronically:
Through electronic
payment methods,
including internet
banking and for
businesses, electronic
funds transfer
(EFT). Funds must
be received in the
County's bank
account no later than
September 30th.
By Credit Card: visit
www.lacombecounty.
com and pay through
OptionPay, a secure
third-party site, to
make payment by
credit card. Please
note that there is a
fee for this service.
Lacombe County does
not receive any of the
credit card fees.

You can pay your bills
through the teller service,
bank machine, internet or
telephone.
Please Note:
To ensure your payments
are credited to your
account, please remember
to include the top “tearaway” portion of your
assessment and tax notice,
or provide your 10 Digit
Tax Roll Number with your
payment.
If you are paying by
cheque, please make
it payable to Lacombe
County.

AGENDA

@reallygreatsite

Ag Economics in 2022: Perspective & Outlook
presented by Vincent Cloutier, Chief Ag Advisor, National Bank

Canadian agriculture has shown impressive resilience in the wake of COVID and the
drought. Currently, logistics issues and rising energy costs are among the fundamental
factors impacting the economy. What do the next few months hold for interest rates and
agricultural commodity prices? What are the most important risks to prepare for?

CLHbid & The transition of farming operations and land ownership
presented by Bridget Hennigar, COO CLHbid.com

The story of CLHbid.com
the requires
opportunity they saw in the marketplace. What happens
Building a largeand
building
alarge
cost as well.
Designs
for the
on disposition
of farming
assets?
What
are your options when transitioning or selling farm
of this magnificent building
assets? Whatcreation
are the
tax implications/
were made by experienced
architects. Big cities always make
magnificent buildings as a form of
the greatness of the city.

Farm Estate Planning Concepts and Considerations
presented by Yvonne Williamson, Lawyer, TEP; Beaumont Church LLP

What is estate planning? And what tools are available to preserve, increase and
protect assets during your lifetime to ensure your wishes are carried out and there
is an orderly transition to beneficiaries with maximum effectiveness.

To Register:
Scan QR code
or
contact Jalene Makus
at 403.782.8959
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Beware of
Wildlife on
Roads

Tax Installment

PAYMENT PLAN
Sign up TODAY

for the monthly plan.
Contact Lacombe County at (403) 782-6601 or
visit www.lacombecounty.com for more details.

The sudden appearance of a wild animal in
the middle of the road is a driver's nightmare.
Alberta has an abundance of wildlife and many
are active during the winter months.

Automatic
Budget-friendly
Simple
Convenient

Join our team
MANAGER OF AGRICULTURE & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
(full-time, permanent positon)
Reporting to the Director of Community Services, this position is responsible for leading and
overseeing the multi-faceted Agricultural and Environmental policies, programs and services
of the organization.
A few of the responsibilities include:
• Oversee and provide supervision to the projects, programs and services delivered by the
Agriculture and Environmental Services program areas;
• Administer and enforce provincial legislation;
• Assist in the preparation of the annual budget for the Agriculture and Environmental
Services program areas;

The deadline to apply is 8AM on Monday, December 6, 2021

Roads attract wildlife because they provide
a route of easy travel and roadside forage.
Salted winter roads can also attract wildlife.
Many species tend to be more active at dawn
or dusk, when driving visibility is poor and traffic volume is high.
To reduce collisions with wildlife:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

For the full job ad and application details, visit our website:
www.lacombecounty.com.

Scan the road and ditches ahead for animals, especially when travelling at dawn
or dusk
Slow down in a curve, when reaching the
crest of a hill or in wildlife populated areas
Watch for the shining eyes or silhouette of
an animal at night and use high beams
Improve visibility by keeping the vehicle's
windshield and headlights clean
Keep in mind that lights from oncoming traffic at night can make it difficult to see an
animal on the road
Slow down if an animal is on or near the
road and be prepared to stop, as their
behaviour is unpredictable - an animal that
has crossed the road can turn back in the
vehicle's path
Look for more than one animal - some
travel in groups
Brake firmly if an animal is in the vehicle's
path, and do not swerve to avoid it
Honk in a series of short bursts to chase
animals away
Leave a lot a room when driving around an
animal on or near the road - a frightened
animal may run in any direction
Do not throw food or food wrappers out of
vehicles as this attracts animals
Watch for wildlife warning signs, use extra
caution and slow down in areas where
animal crossing signs are posted
Report all collisions to your insurance
company, police service and the nearest
Sustainable Resource Development or
Parks office
Contact the nearest Sustainable Resource
Development office in cases where an
animal is injured or poses a threat to public
safety
Remember that collisions with wildlife can
result in extensive damage to a vehicle
and serious injury to its occupants

The Alberta government helps reduce the
number of collisions with wildlife by installing
fences, warning signs, roadside reflectors,
and by maintaining vegetation control along
highways. In addition, bushes and trees are cut
back to allow motorists to see animals on either
side of the road.
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Commemoration of 100 Years
of the Poppy
On November 11, The Lacombe Historical Society presented the Royal Canadian
Legion Lacombe Branch #79 with a Commemorative 100 Year Anniversary iron
wreath, hand-forged by our dedicated members and volunteers in the Lacombe
Blacksmith Shop.

Snow Removal
Concerns

A special shout out to Henrietta Verwey, one of our Lead Blacksmith Volunteers,
who finished the poppy wreath this fall at her home forge (Iron Sunset Forge).
Pictured is Kathy Hobbs, President of the Royal Canadian Legion Lacombe
Branch #79, and Melissa Blunden, Executive Director of the Lacombe & District
Historical Society during today's presentation.

Did you know that pushing snow
out of your driveway across the
road is not only illegal – it can be
dangerous.
Blocking all or part the road can
lead to accidents because the
large snow piles may obstruct
visibility. In addition, the snow

FUNCTIONAL PLANNING STUDY
HIGHWAY 11 (HIGHWAY 22 TO TWP 390)
ALBERTA TRANSPORTATION
Alberta Transportation is conducting a planning study to examine twinning
the 41-kilometre section of Highway 11 between Highway 22 and Township
Road 390 (east of Benalto).
Highway 11 is an important route for the movement of people, goods, and
services. It connects national parks and communities with over 5,000
residents, including Red Deer, Sylvan Lake and Rocky Mountain House.
CIMA Canada Inc. (CIMA+) will conduct the functional planning study on
behalf of Alberta Transportation.
For more information about the study and public information sessions where
you can provide feedback on the alternatives and proposed plans, please
visit:
https://www.alberta.ca/highway-11-from-highway-22-to-township-road-390.aspx

For further information about this planning study or to request a paper copy
of the study information, please contact:
René Rosvold, P.Eng.
Deputy Project Manager
CIMA+
Phone: 403-775-0100, ext. 7620
Email: rene.rosvold@cima.ca
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clearing equipment can damage
the roadway by creating ridges on
the surface.
Lacombe County reminds residents to refrain from this activity. If
you require assistance with snow
removal, please contact a contractors in the area.
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November19,
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SAFETY FIRST
Restorative Justice Program builds safe
Burning in
communities by investing in youth
Lacombe County
Restorative Justice processes are now available as an alternate justice process for young
offenders and those they have harmed who
reside in rural communities that are supported
by Blackfalds RCMP K division as well as Lacombe Police Services. To learn more about
how the Rural Red Deer Restorative Justice
Program is helping to build safe communities
by believing in and investing in youth, visit
their new website at: https://www.rrdrestorativejustice.ca.

Ongoing community donations or sponsors
to support this service and its expansion into
other rural communities within Red Deer
and Lacombe counties are needed and truly
appreciated. Contributions may be made
through the website or by contacting Dean
Hart at dean@rrdrestorativejustice.ca.

The program would like to thank the many
volunteers who support this program as well
as the Town of Blackfalds, Iron Ridge Junior
campus, Saint Gregory the Great Catholic
School and Lacombe Composite High School
for their contribution of space to host both interviews and case conferences. This program
could not succeed without your support.

Under Lacombe County’s Fire Protection
policy you require a fire permit between
March 1st and October 31st. If you are found
burning without a permit you will be required
to pay for the fire department response fee.
A fire permit is required for all outdoor fires,
excluding fires used for cooking or warming
purposes or burning barrels. While the use of
burning barrels does not require a permit they
must be covered with a metal mesh screen
and the mesh holes must be no larger than
half an inch in size.
It is important to be aware that although you
may have a permit there are only certain
materials that you are allowed to burn. The list
of permissible and non-permissible materials
are below.
Permissible materials for burning
include:
• Clean untreated wood
• Straw/hay/broken bales
• Stubble
• Grass/weeds
• Leaves/Tree pruning (yard clean up)
Items that you are not permitted to burn
include:
• Treated wood
• Used construction materials or any
materials from construction sites
• Animal manure
• Pathological Waste (human waste)
• Tires
• Used oil
• Rubber or plastic (anything coated
with rubber or plastic) including bailer
twine
•
•

Follow us online TODAY for current Lacombe
County information
LacombeCounty

@LacombeCounty

Containers that held pesticides or
other chemicals
Any waste that causes dense smoke,
offensive odours or releases toxic
substances

Additional conditions exist such as wind
speed, signage, supervision, and overall
health and safety factors. For this and more
information on fire permits, permissible and
non-permissible burning or to obtain a fire
permit please visit www.lacombecounty.com
or contact the County at 403-782-8959.

www.lacombecounty.com
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MIRROR CORNER

2021 Mirror Dog Tags

Mirror residents
reminded to
shovel sidewalks

A license is required for all dogs in Mirror. Dog
tag renewals will be mailed out in December.
The fee is $30 for an altered dog and $50
for an unaltered dog. For more information
please call (403) 782-6601 or visit www.
lacombecounty.com (County Services >Hamlet
of Mirror>Policies/Bylaws>Dog Control).

Residents in Mirror are reminded that all
snow and ice must be removed from their
sidewalks within 48 hours of a snowfall,
pursuant to Bylaw 1098/09.

Friends of the Mirror Library Society

employee or contractor to clear the snow/ice
from a property, the occupant or owner will be
charged for the cost and may face additional
fines.

The library is open Wednesdays 1 p.m. - 7 p.m.
If you are interested in the library, we invite you
to join our Mirror Library Board. Your interest
and input are welcomed!

Should the County have to pay for an

Jolly Seniors

Pancake breakfast every second Sunday from 9
a.m.-1 p.m.

Booking Mirror Community Hall

Call Lisa 403-788-3890 or cell 403-505-3894.

Mirror Library

Join us Wednesdays from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Check out our new selection of books and
movies, or access high-speed Wi-Fi Internet.
Thanks to Lacombe County, you can now
connect to the world at Mirror Public Library.

Mirror Royal Canadian Legion Branch 189 5015 50th Avenue
Meat Draws Saturday at 4 p.m. General
meetings second Sunday at 1 p.m. (unless
otherwise posted).

Mirror Skate Park

Located across the street by the community
hall. Meetings occur the second Tuesday of
month.

Mirror and District Museum

Meetings are on the first Monday of the
month at 7 p.m. Call 403-788-3828 for more
information.

CN Rail crossing delays

If you experience delays longer than 20 minutes
at the Mirror rail yard crossing, call CN Rail at
1-800-465-9239. Follow the prompts and be
ready to provide details shown on the crossing
signal mast to CN personnel. Transport Canada
may be reached at 1-888-463-0521.

6

Development Incentive Grant
available for Hamlet of Mirror
Did you know: Lacombe
County has a Development Incentive Program
(DIG) aimed at encouraging entrepreneurs to
locate their businesses
in the Hamlet of Mirror.

How does it work?

The program offers a
grant based on a percentage of the property
taxes. Eligible commercial or industrial businesses can qualify for
a rebate of up to 100%
of the municipal portion
of their property taxes
for a period of 10 years
(decreasing by 10%
each year for 10 years).
Ready to take a vacation
from municipal property
taxes?

Interested?? Contact the Planning Services Department today
at 403-782-8389!

November
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CountyNews
News

OPERATIONS
Snow removal on Lacombe County roads
the gravel off of the road. The graders
are outfitted with wings on the side to
push the snow into the ditch. The time
frame that we strive for is to have the
gravel roads all plowed in the three
to four day range after a storm.
Unlike the snow plow trucks, we do not
send the graders out after every storm.
Generally, we need to have four to six
inches of snow before we send the
grader out and we do that to try and
conserve the gravel.

When it comes to maintaining roads
after a snow fall, Lacombe County has
a multi-pronged attack planned, utilizing
truck snow plows for paved roads,
graders for gravel roads, and tractors
for subdivisions.

to pushing the snow towards the ditch.
Driveways are a problem because the
trucks are unable to clean them (and
we hear about that quite often), and
mailboxes are another obstacle that we
try to avoid.

PAVED ROADS
The goal of winter maintenance for
paved roads is to remove snow and
ice from the road surface as quickly
as possible. Time frames will vary
depending on the severity and duration
of the storm, but our goal is to have
the roads cleared in a 9- to 12-hour
time frame.

We mix our sand with a 5% to 7%
of salt, which is less than many
jurisdictions. We do this to minimize
environmental damage, while ensuring
that the roads are safe. We will add
more salt to melt the ice, depending on
conditions.

The process starts at night, when one
of our County staff checks the roads
to ensure we get the trucks out on the
pavement early in the morning prior to
the early morning commute.
We have five trucks that look after the
approximate 340 km of paved roads.
The roads with the highest traffic
volumes are targeted first. The trucks
have a one–way plow and sanders,
so they plow snow and sand the
road at the same time. They will plow
the driving lane first and then make
an additional pass to clean off the
shoulder and push snow back at the
intersections.

GRAVEL ROADS
Lacombe County has more than
1,600km of gravel roads, and we use
nine graders to remove snow from
them.
Snow removal on gravel roads is very
tricky since we do not want to plow

Despite our best efforts to keep the
gravel on the roads, sometimes the
conditions will be such that the gravel
sticks to the snow and ends up in the
ditch. As is the situation with the truck
drivers, it takes a great deal of skill to
plow snow with the graders. They have
to watch the height of the blade, control
the wing, watch for traffic, try not to
put too much snow in the approaches,
and try not to damage adjacent fences
or signs. They do this in the worst of
weather and at long stretches of time. It
can be very stressful and exhausting.
HAMLETS & SUBDIVISIONS
Tractors are used for snow removal
in hamlets and subdivisions, which
equates to 47.5 km of roads. We use
tractors so that they can clean out the
approaches which are numerous in the
urban areas.
Since the traffic speeds in urban
areas are slower, we do not plow
the hamlets and subdivisions after
every storm. We do strive to provide
a very good level of service but not at

the same level as the main paved road
system.
QUESTIONS & ISSUES
Lacombe County does not plow on
private property, however, we do have a
list of area contractors who have placed
their names for providing the service
to you at a cost. You can find the list
on the Lacombe County Website by
searching for area contractors.
One of the issues that we deal with
on a regular basis is the practice of
pushing snow from driveways across
the road and leaving it in a pile at
the side of the road. This practice
results in serious safety concerns.
It can be the cause of an accident if a
smaller vehicle bounces over the ridges
and loses control and once the pile
freezes it can create a danger to our
equipment.
Lacombe County is designed to
provide service for the traditional rural
environment. Snow plowing over 2,000
kilometers of road is time consuming
and difficult. Rural residents typically
have vehicles and equipment that is
conducive to living in the country.

Please remember: Alberta
Transportation operates and
maintains ALL NUMBERED
highways.
Please remember to drive carefully
and be safe on local roads this winter
season.

The trucks are equipped with one-way
plows, this means that they are limited

Maintenance contractor for provincial highways
Please note: Alberta Transportation maintains and operates ALL NUMBERED highways in the County
(i.e. Hwy 12, Hwy 20, Hwy 597, Hwy 815, Hwy 601, Hwy 2A, etc.). If you see any issues or have
any concerns on these roadways, please contact:

Mainroad Alberta Contracting LP | 1-877-875-3263
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ENVIRONMENT

ABOUT

Grain Bag and Twine Recycling in Lacombe County
Grain Bag Recycling

Twine Recycling

Details:

Details:

This service is offered free of charge to
agriculture producers operating within
Lacombe County. The grain bags will be rolled
and collected on farm site for eventual delivery
to a plastic recycling center in Alberta.

Producers can pick up Clean Farms Twine
Recycling Bags at any Lacombe Regional
Waste Services Commission Transfer Site
during regular business hours. Twine will only
be accepted if it is placed in the Clean Farms
Twine Recycling Bag, and then brought to the
collection site.

Requirements:
• Agriculture producers who request grain
bag recycling services must provide one
individual on site, capable of assisting the
rolling and collection operation.
• Grain bags MUST BE FREE of grain, mud,
dirt debris, and vermin.
• To ensure used grain bags are eligible for
recycling, grain bag collection services
should be scheduled within one week of
grain extraction.
• Grain bag collection services are offered free
of charge.

Requirements:
1. Shake – Remove as much debris, snow or
ice as possible. Excessively dirty twine may
be rejected, or subject to a landfill tipping
fee or additional charges at drop off.
2. Bag – Place loose twine in a Clean Farms
Twine Recycling Bag and tie bags to
close. Please do not knot the twine. Clean
Farms Twine Recycling bags are available
free of charge at any Lacombe Regional
Waste Services Commission Transfer Sites.
3. Return – Return to a Lacombe Regional
Waste Services Commission Transfer Site
during regular business hours.

To book grain bag collection or further
questions regarding agriculture plastics or
twine recycling, please call 403- 782-8959.
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Municipal
Addressing Signs
Lacombe County’s Municipal Addressing Bylaw is primarily designed to help
Fire, Police or Ambulance respond to
an emergency situation that may occur.
A key component of municipal addressing has been the installation of over
5,500 reflective blue municipal address
signs throughout the County. While
all emergency responders utilize GPS
and automatic routing information sent
to them from dispatch centres as they
respond to an emergency situation,
these municipal address signs help
emergency personnel confirm they are
at the correct response location.
While the focus of the municipal addressing bylaw has been on posting
signs at residence and business locations throughout the County, these
signs can be installed at any location
where emergency responders may
need to provide assistance. Locations
could include campgrounds, private
recreational sites and parcels without
any permanent structure, among others. The cost to get a municipal address sign installed is $139.65 (GST
included) which covers the production
and installation of the signs by County
personnel.
If you would like to purchase a sign,
please contact Michael Kartusch at the
Lacombe County office either by phone
at 403-782-6601 or by email at mkartusch@lacombecounty.com.
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AGRICULTURE
COP26 Summit– Should agriculture be concerned?
The COP26 Summit (Climate
Change Conference- Glasgow)
has just wrapped up as the
world came together again
to tackle climate change.
Scientists, governments, and
the evidence from around the
world point to the fact that
climate change is real and as
Grant McCormick
a result, the first treaty was
signed in Paris in 2015. The
main goals of the treaty are to
limit global warming to 1.5°C
higher than pre-industrial era
levels and to achieve net zero
emissions of green-house gases (GHGs) by 2050.
The COP26 Summit is meant to update progress from
all member states (197 in total) on their nationally
determined contributions (NDCs) and renew the push
towards the 2050 targets. These global summits
are as much political as they are scientific and that
became evident in the noticeable absence of the
leaders of China and Russia, two of the largest
emitters of green-house gases.

as a whole, but more specifically land use has a huge
part to play in achieving the targets that have been
laid out. Laws that stop agricultural land expansion by
legally protecting forests, natural grasslands and peat
soils are critical to maintaining plant biodiversity and
large carbon sinks. At the same time putting intense
focus on increasing crop and livestock yields within
the current land-base will help meet both the global
food demand and global GHG reduction demands.

•

Managing food supply/demand trends by shifting
diets, eliminating food waste, stopping bio-fuel
production, and lowering third world birthrates will
all help shrink the gap between global production
and consumption.

Looking at agriculture, this sector contributes about
ten percent of the global GHGs compared to eighty
percent from the combined energy (fossil fuel) sector
(heating, transportation, electricity, and industry).
Agricultural emissions come from three main sources,
1) nitrogen fertilizer and manure in the form of
nitrous oxide 2) ruminant fermentation in the form of
methane, 3) fuel consumption in the form of carbon
dioxide. As the global climate change debate has
heated up over the last ten years, all countries and all
sectors are considered part of the solution. Agriculture

•

Primary production level (farm) incentives and
regulations to drive adoption of “best management
practices” to mitigate nitrous oxide, methane, and
carbon dioxide emissions at the farm gate.

•

Major projects to restoring global forests and
natural areas that improve plant biodiversity and
carbon sequestration especially on marginal
agricultural lands.

corner of the world.
•

Be informed - the more you know about climate
change and GHG emission reductions, the more
you can strategically implement management
approaches that make sense for you.

•

Innovate – there are current and will be future
technology options that can both improve your
bottom line and lower emissions. Areas such
as improved nitrogen use efficiency, reducing
ruminant methane production or lowering fuel
usage can all be game changers on your farm.

•

Be proactive - the more you plan and implement
strategies ahead of the “must-do” curve, the less
impact mandatory or regulated changes will have
on your enterprise.

•

Advocate – production agriculture is less
understood now by the general public than any
time in our history. Take the time to educate
friends and family on current and future farming
practices that protect the environment and reduce
emissions.

What does this mean for global Agriculture? There
are a few critical take-aways that world leaders will be
focused on.
•

Investment by government and private industry
in technology innovation. Producing fifty percent
more food (crops and livestock) on the same land
base will be necessary to feed 9.8 billion people
in 2050.

What does this really mean locally? Individual
strategies that allow producers to focus on their small

The climate change movement is here to stay and
will only increase in importance as the world moves
closer to the deadlines that have been set. It is also
an exciting time, as there are so many opportunities
to be part of the answer and make a living in the best
industry going – “Agriculture”. Therein lies the answer
to the title question.
Submitted by Grant McCormick Agronomist, Central
Alberta Co-op (Lacombe)

Become a citizen scientist with the Agroclimate Impact Reporter
The Agroclimate Impact Reporter (AIR) helps to connect Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) with
people in Canada's agricultural community. AAFC
relies on its network of AIR volunteers to provide
information regarding agroclimate impacts across the
country.
The AIR network provides valuable and reliable data
that are mapped and used in the assessment and development of policies and programs including AgriRecovery and the Livestock Tax Deferral Provision, which
can provide assistance to the industry during extreme
weather and climate conditions and events.
The AIR network is an ever-growing database of agroclimate impacts, which enables better data analysis to
help identify trends and anomalies.

The AIR survey is open during the last week of the
month over the growing season (April to October)
and is intended to collect weather and climate impacts
on farm operations across Canada over the previous
month. Survey results are made into maps and published on the Drought Watch website the first week of
every month during the growing season.

By email
Download an accessible PDF version of the AIR survey (PDF, 70 Kb) and email your response to aafc.
droughtwatch-guetterlasecheresse.aac@agr.gc.ca
using the email button at the bottom of the form.

To subscribe to the AIR email list, please send a blank
email to AAFC_AIR-RIA_AAC-subscribe-request@
www.agr.gc.ca

Using the Online Form
In order to use the online form, you will need Adobe
Reader 11.0 or above.

WAYS TO COMPLETE THE SURVEY
By phone
Email aafc.droughtwatch-guetterlasecheresse.aac@
agr.gc.ca with your contact information and NAIS
will call you to complete the report survey over the

Learn more about the Agroclimate Impact Reader at
www.agr.gc.ca/air.

phone.
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AGRICULTURE

USE RESPECT – ASK FIRST SIGNS
Use Respect –
Ask First
These signs are available free for
landowners across Alberta.
The signs include a space for
landowner’s contact information and/
or conditions of the land.
These Signs are available at the Lacombe County office free of charge.
For more information on the Use Respect – Ask First program please contact:
Use Respect
- Ask
to access the land
Dion good
Burlock
Ken Kranrod
First is about
to contact
them for
Agricultural Fieldman
Alberta Conservation Association
communication
permission.
The signs
dburlock@lacombecounty.com
ken.kranrod@ab-conservation.com
403.782.8959
877.969.9091
between landowners
include a space for the
and people wanting to
landowner’s contact
access private land for
information.
recreation (like hunting,
fishing, hiking, wildlife
Do the right thing.
photography, etc.).
Ask landowners
Landowners can put
for permission
Use Respect – Ask
BEFORE going on
First signs on their
their property. It’s
property, to encourage
trespassing if you
people who would like
don’t.

10

ATTENTION
Grain Bag and Twine Recyclers in Lacombe County
Are you recycling your agricultural plastics and twine helping to promote
agriculture sustainability?

IT ONLY WORKS IF YOU RECYCLE RIGHT!!
Please ensure you are only recycling clean baler twine and/or grain bag plastic, to
ensure all product is accepted for recycle. See the following instructions below.

NO feed bags ~

NO grain totes

Grain Bag Recycling

~

NO silage plastic ~

NO bale wrap

Twine Recycling

November
November19,
19, 2021 -- County
CountyNews
News

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

LACOMBE COUNTY

SPOT light
HULLEMEN COUNTRY STORE & MARKET
Do you know where your food comes from? This is a question that the Hulleman family is passionate about helping you
answer! As dairy farmers for the last 18 years, Moniek and
Martijn Hulleman, along with their four children (Marissa Lee,
Matthew, Marnix, and Myron), are very familiar with the impact
farmers have on a community’s food sources.
Their new venture, ‘Hulleman Farms Country Store & Market
Garden’ began this summer to expand their services and provide new opportunities for neighbours, customers, and visitors
to become familiar with the farming process. After building a
greenhouse this spring, the Hullemans prepared and planted
3500 feet of low-till, drip-irrigated vegetable beds. Next, they
added a kid-friendly space with a garden and a small greenhouse for exploring.
Agri-tourism was another industry that Moniek wanted to
pursue, as people are becoming more interested in learning
about the ‘farm to fork’ process of where their food comes
from. With a diploma in Greenhouse Management & Production from Olds College, Moniek not only has an education in
this field but also the passion to go along with it. Her enthusiasm was a huge driver in the family pursuing their new
project.
One of the unique things that customers and visitors can do at
Hulleman Farms is to participate in a guided tour. After wandering through the market garden, visitors can learn about the
modern dairy farm which includes robotic milking. The Hul-

lemans will explain the milking process as well as the process
around feeding and breeding.
Once the visitors have learned a few new things in the barn,
they can check out the country store to try a few new products! In addition to the Hulleman childrens’ 4-H beef, shoppers can find preserves, cheeses, pork, lamb, poultry, yogurt,
eggs, giftware, soaps, and more. When in season, the harvested vegetables from the market garden are also available.
While you can’t always get your fresh veggies, you can go
home with the other products any time as the store is open
year-round!
As a nod to their Dutch heritage, there is a large variety of
specially imported products. Except for these and a few other
items, the goods are sourced locally from within Alberta with
many coming from within a hundred kilometres away. Collaboration with other local farms and businesses is essential
and is why you’ll find goods from many other local folks at the
store.
Always dreaming of the future, Moniek says there are more
plans than she can begin to mention but did share that their
vision “is to create a safe space for people to connect with
modern ways of farming.” If you and your family are looking
for ways to connect with the growers and producers behind
your food, a visit to Hulleman Farms is a great place to start.

Interested in being part of the
Lacombe County SPOTlight?
Email economicdevelopment@
lacombecounty.com for more
information or to apply to be
featured.

Rural economic
development
engagement
Albertans are invited to share
their thoughts on ways to
promote economic development
in rural Alberta.
The GOA is gathering feedback
on ways to promote economic
development in rural Alberta
by further understanding
opportunities to support
investment and growth.
Increasing investment plays a key
factor in recovering economically
from the COVID-19 pandemic,
the global collapse of energy
prices, and the worst economic
downturn in almost a century.
Rural Albertans are invited to
share their feedback through an
online survey from October 27 to
December 18, 2021. Visit https://
www.alberta.ca/rural-economicdevelopment-engagement.aspx
to take the survey!

Canadian
Agricultural
Partnership
The Canadian Agricultural
Partnership is a five-year, $3
billion federal-provincial-territorial
investment in the agriculture,
agri-food and agri-based products
sector that began in April 2018. In
Alberta, the Canadian Agricultural
Partnership represents a federal
- provincial investment of $406
million in strategic programs
and initiatives for the agricultural
sector.
Transformation at a provincial
level is occurring to support
economic recovery and growth,
and to reduce red tape. The agrifood sector holds great potential
for investment and growth and
can support Alberta’s economic
recovery. Learn more at https://
cap.alberta.ca/CAP/.
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Introducing the 2021-25

DIVISION 1: DEPUTY REEVE
JOHN IRELAND

DIVISION 2: COUNCILLOR
BRENDA KNIGHT

DIVISION 3: REEVE
BARB SHEPHERD

"My goal as County Councillor is to
represent the voices of residents
and bring forth their concerns.
Together, we will work to address
challenges and strive to find
workable, sustainable solutions
that benefit the entire County."

"For the next four years, my goal is
to always be mindful that agriculture
is the backbone of Lacombe
County. Together, Council will work
with developments throughout the
County as per the new Municipal
Development Plan and Land Use
Bylaw, while ensuring the needs of our
ratepayers continue to be foremost
and are met in a fiscally responsible
manner."

"During my next term in Council, I want to
encourage the continued diversification
of our tax base and leverage the work we
have done to provide services to County
land on the west side of QEII adjacent to the
Town of Blackfalds and the City of Lacombe
and encourage more businesses to make
Lacombe County their home. In addition
to this, my goal is to engage in open,
transparent communication with ratepayers,
promote crime prevention and community
safety, and support a balance of commonsense spending with investment into our
infrastructure assets, recreational offerings,
and safety needs."
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DIVISION 4: C
DWAYNE

"Over the next fou
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on crime preventio
business and deve
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Lacombe County Council!

COUNCILLOR
E WEST

ur years, I will aim
esentative for the
acombe County. I
educating myself
on, encouraging
elopment
ntaining Lacombe
ural base while
sponsible
taxpayer money

DIVISION 5: COUNCILLOR
KEN WEENINK
"We have a very diverse county,
and together we can tackle
any issue, whether it is the
environment, rural crime, or tough
budget decisions. I believe that
to build a close community, we
need strong communication,
transparency, and budget-minded
decisions."

DIVISION 6: COUNCILLOR
ALLAN WILSON

DIVISION 7: COUNCILLOR
DANA KREIL

"As a Lacombe County Councillor,
I want to encourage a balanced
and responsible approach to land
development while preserving
farmland and natural areas."

"I care about the citizens of
Lacombe County and promise to
continue listening and engaging
with them. I am committed to
focusing on crime prevention and
reduction initiatives, attracting
more businesses to Lacombe
County, enabling producers of all
sizes to succeed, and ensuring
our road systems continue to be in
peak condition."

Visit www.lacombecounty.com for full
Council profiles and
meet your Lacombe
County Councillors!
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SUBDIVISION & DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY
Do you have
questions
about
subdivision or
development
activity?
Contact Us:
Lacombe County
Planning Services
(403) 782-8389
planning@
lacombecounty.com
Dale Freitag
Director of
Planning Services
Cajun Paradis
Senior Planner
Peter Duke
Planner / Development
Officer
Monica Bartman
Economic Development
Officer
Allison Noonan
Planning Services
Administrative Assistant
Chelsey Teers
Planning Services
Receptionist

SUBDIVISION & DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY
October 1, 2021 to October 31, 2021
Development Applications Received
No.

File No.

Applicant

Legal Description

Proposed Development

1

179/21

Fred & Joanne Simpson

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 992 0851
(Pt. NW 36-40-01-W5M)

Dwelling
(Second Residence)

Approved

2

180/21

Sorento Custom Homes Ltd.

Pt. NE 03-40-28-W4M

Dwelling
(Replacement Dwelling)

Approved

3

181/21

Cody & Lindsey Nichol

Unit 37 Condo Plan 102 2165
(Degraff's RV Resort)

Park Model

Approved

4

182/21

Johnson Ming Manning LLP

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 182 3276
(Pt. NW 14-39-01-W5M)

Permitting extra square footage of
home previously permitted.

Approved

5

183/21

Russ Buit

NW 35-40-01-W5M

Dwelling
w/attached garage

6

184/21

Veldhuisen Construction Ltd.

Lot 24 Block 1 Plan 172 0385
(Wilson's Beach Estates)

Dwelling
w/attached garage

7

185/21

Cheryl Tabata

Lots 16 & 17 Block 4 Plan RN18
(Hamlet of Morningside)

Home Based Business, Major
(Dog Daycare & Boarding)

No.
8

File No.
186/21

Applicant
Cal & Laura Siebenga

Lot 1 Legal
Block Description
1 Plan 112 4439
(Pt. NW 24-40-28-W4M)

OutdoorDevelopment
Storage
Proposed
(Renewal, Woodynook RV &
Marine Storage)

9

187/21

Urs & Elisabeth Mueller

SE 20-41-02-W5M

Dwelling
w/attached garage

10

188/21

Peter & Sandra Smith

Unit 85 Condo Plan 142 2139
(Sandy Point Resort)

Sunroom

11

189/21

Jason & Sarah Berg

Lot 6 Block 1 Plan 202 1405
(Berg Subdivision)

Home Based Business, Major
(Jaybe Mechanical Services Inc.)

12

190/21

Kevin & Shelley Kashuba

Pt. SW 05-40-26-W4M

Home Based Business, Major
(Renewal, Barbenders)

13

191/21

David & Cheryl McMechan

Unit 107 Condo Plan 142 2139
(Sandy Point Resort)

Cottage Model

Approved

14

192/21

Jacob Berdahl

NE 01-40-03-W5M

Dwelling

Approved

Approved

Decision
Approved
(otherwise
pending)

Approved

Subdivision Applications Received
File
No.

Applicant

Legal Description

Proposed Subdivision

15

S-039-21

Darcy Friesen

NE 10-40-25-W4M

1st Parcel Out

16

S-040-21

Living Water Inc.
One Tree Ltd.

SE 28-40-26-W4M

Fragmented

No.

14

Decision
(otherwise pending)

Decision
(otherwise pending)

No.

File No.

Applicant

17

11

188/21

189/21

12

190/21

13

14

SE 20-41-02-W5M

Dwelling
w/attached garage

Unit3
85 Condo Plan 142 2139
6 Point Resort)
(Sandy

Peter9& Sandra Smith

Jason & Sarah Berg

Proposed Development

Decision
(otherwise pending)
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MAP
OF
9
187/21 ACTIVITY
Urs & Elisabeth Mueller
10

Legal Description

10,13
51

Lot 6 Block 1 Plan 202 1405
(Berg
8Subdivision)

14 18

2

7
11

Sunroom

Approved

Home Based Business, Major
16
(Jaybe Mechanical Services Inc.)

15

12 Home Based Business, Major

Kevin & Shelley Kashuba

Pt. SW 05-40-26-W4M

191/21

David & Cheryl McMechan

Unit 107 Condo Plan 142 2139
(Sandy Point Resort)

Cottage Model

Approved

192/21

Jacob Berdahl

NE 01-40-03-W5M

Dwelling

Approved

(Renewal, Barbenders)

Subdivision Applications Received
File
No.

Applicant

Legal Description

Proposed Subdivision

15

S-039-21

Darcy Friesen

NE 10-40-25-W4M

1st Parcel Out

16

S-040-21

Living Water Inc.
One Tree Ltd.

SE 28-40-26-W4M

Fragmented

17

S-041-21

LN Land Development Tech.

SE 26-41-2-W5M
SW 36-41-2-W5M
NW 25-41-2-W5M

Fragmented/Consolidation

18

S-042-21

Gary & Donna Russell

SE 04-40-2-W5M`

1st Parcel Out

No.

Decision
(otherwise pending)

Check out the
Long Range
Planning
update on
Page 18.

LacombeFor&
District FCSS Appoints New Executive Director
more information contact Planning Services at 403-782-8389

Lacombe Family and Community Support Services,
(FCSS) is pleased to announce Crystal Zens has
been appointed as the new Executive Director effective December 1, 2021.

"The Board of FCSS is excited to have Crystal Zens
take on this role as Executive Director upon the retirement of long serving ED, Susan MacDonald" Board
Chair Michelle Maier said. "Ms. Zen’s commitment to
Lacombe families in her previous role with Big Brothers Big Sisters is a testament to her passion of enriching our community. The Board and Staff of FCSS
looks forward to working with Ms. Zens to continue to
build on the good work of FCSS in providing programs
and support to members of Lacombe and area communities."
Crystal Zens has significant experience in the Notfor-profit sector – serving as Executive Director of Big
Brothers Big Sisters in Lacombe since 2008. Prior to
moving to Lacombe, Ms. Zens was a business owner
and creator and spent many years involved in roles
associated with early childhood development, education, and programs.
While Executive Director of BBBS, the charity has
been honored with the following awards:
•
Not for Profit of the Year,

•
Friends of Wolf Creek School,
•
United Way Member Awards,
•
BBBS of Canada Growth, and,
•
The Team Spirit Award.
Personally, Crystal has been awarded the Solicitor
General of Public Safety Award for preventative programs and the Lacombe Express COVID Hero Award.
Ms. Zens was a nominee for the Women of Excellence Award in Human Services through the Red Deer
Community Foundation.
"I am honored to be working with the Board of FCSS
and grateful for the opportunity to continue to serve
my community in such a meaningful way, says Ms.
Zens. “I am also very excited to be leading a dynamic
FCSS team that cares deeply about improving lives in
our community and are so key in bringing the mission
and vision to life."
“Welcome Crystal, it is with joy and confidence in your
leadership, I congratulate you on your appointment
as the new Executive Director for Lacombe & District
FCSS”, retiring Executive Director Susan MacDonald
said. “We recognize your community involvement,
knowledge and commitment to the well-being of others, all of which will be a great asset for FCSS.”
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
October 14, 2021
COVID-19 UPDATE

HIGHWAY 12/HIGHWAY 601 INTERSECTION

Council was provided with an update on the latest
COVID-19 restrictions, statistics and the Province’s
current vaccine statistics.

A letter of concern was presented from Chelsea
Giesbrecht with regard to the intersection of Highway
12 and Highway 601. A letter will be forwarded to Ms.
Giesbrecht acknowledging Council’s receipt of her
letter.

SYLVAN LAKE MANAGEMENT PLAN
As per Council approval, Lacombe County will
withdraw participation and membership in the Sylvan
Lake Management Committee (SLMC). As the new
Sylvan Lake Intermunicipal Development Plan (IDP)
has been adopted an IDP Committee has been
established to promote sustainable land development
and protect the watershed's health.
LACOMBE FISH & GAME ASSOCIATION –
BURBANK CAMPGROUND
The Lacombe Fish and Game Association’s request
to install up to 10 powered sites on Lacombe County
Municipal Reserve described as Plan 8021368, Block
1, Lot 2 MR (Burbank Campground) was approved by
Council.					
A public hearing regarding the Lacombe Fish and
Game Association’s proposal to lease Lacombe
County Municipal Reserve described as Plan
8021368, Block 1, Lot 2 MR and Plan 9122491, Block
1, Lot 3MR (Burbank Campground) for a 20-year term
was held at 10:30 a.m. on November 10, 2021.
CYBER SECURITY POLICY
Council approved Policy AD(44) Cyber Security, with
an amendment that Council be added to Section
D – Awareness and Training. The policy's purpose
is to formalize a multi-layer cyber security approach
in protecting Lacombe County data, systems and
hardware from a cyber-attack.
PARKLAND REGIONAL LIBRARY 2022
PROPOSED BUDGET
The Parkland Regional Library Budget for 2022,
providing for Lacombe County's membership fee of $
88,432.65, received Council approval.
10-YEAR RECREATION FUNDING PLAN
Council received a report on the Community Based
10-Year Recreation Capital Plan for information. The
plan was prepared to confirm the ongoing financial
sustainability of the County's Recreational Capital
Assistance Reserve. The County's Recreational
Capital Assistance Reserve was established by
County Policy AD(30) Financial Reserves and is
intended to fund the construction, renovation or
addition of major recreation and cultural facilities in
the County.
FINANCIAL INDICATORS
The 2020 Financial Indicator Graphs prepared
by Alberta Municipal Affairs were presented. The
graphs are compiled from financial and statistical
data provided by municipalities to the province
annually. Council received the Financial Indicators for
information.

KIDS SAFETY VIDEOS
The County recently held a contest in lieu of Farm
Safety Day where local students were invited to
submit videos on farm safety. The videos submitted
were presented for Council’s information and
enjoyment.
SOLAR POWER UPDATE
A report was provided with respect to the June 2021
completion by SykFire Energy of the installation
of a 115 kWDC solar PV system on the roof of the
Lacombe County shop building. This system includes
288 solar modules, two inverters, and 144 optimizers.
The system is conservatively estimated to produce
122,100 kWh/year of electricity in year one. To date,
the system has produced 71,460 kWh, which equates
to a CO2 emission reduction of 28.01 T or the planting
of 836 trees.
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
In addition to receiving the notes of the October 5,
2021 Committee of the Whole meeting for information,
Council also reviewed the following items from that
meeting:
PARKING FEES – SANDY POINT &
SUNBREAKER COVE FACILITIES
The County Manager was directed to prepare a
report with regard to options for charging parking
fees and boat launching fees at Sandy Point
and Sunbreaker Cove facilities. That report will
be presented for Council’s consideration at the
December 7, 2021 Committee of the Whole
meeting.
ASSESSMENT POLICIES LACOMBE
COUNTY PRIVATE CAMPGROUNDS
The presentation on Lacombe County’s
assessment policies with regard to private
campgrounds was received for information.
ROSEDALE VALLEY ONE-WAY TRAFFIC
ANALYSIS
The Rosedale Valley One-way Traffic Analysis
was received for information. The analysis
provided an overview of the implications of
implementing a one-way traffic system in
Rosedale Valley.
LACOMBE REGIONAL AIRPORT
A presentation on the operations and initiatives
of the Lacombe Regional Airport was received for
information.
AGENDA ITEM FORMAT
The Agenda Item format will be presented and
explained at the Council Orientation meeting on
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October 25, 2021. The County Manager was
directed to re-format and streamline the Agenda
Item
template as required.
ACCREDITATION UNDER THE SAFETY
CODES ACT
A presentation by representatives of the Safety
Codes Council regarding Accreditation Under the
Safety Codes Act was received for information by
Council.
WASTEWATER PROJECT
By resolution of Council the County Manager was
authorized to engage legal counsel with regard to
a deficiency issue regarding a Lacombe County
wastewater project.

Regularly Scheduled
Meetings for
Lacombe County
Council
Committee of the Whole
First Tuesday of every second
month at 9 a.m.
Council & MPC
Second and fourth Thursday of
every month, starting at 9 a.m..
The public and media are
welcome to attend all Council
& MPC meetings. An agenda
will be posted to the website
prior to the meeting.
Council Highlights &
Minutes can be found
on our website under
the ‘Council’ Link on
the main page - or
scan the QR code (left)
with your smartphone!
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
October 28, 2021
COVID-19 UPDATE
Council was provided with an update on the latest
COVID-19 restrictions, statistics and the Province’s
current vaccine statistics.
SMITH PIT CONTRACTED GRAVEL HALL
The County Manager was authorized to tender and
award the 35,000-tonne gravel haul from the Smith
Pit to the McDonald Stockpile Site. The tenders will
be prepared and advertised in November and early
December of 2021 to provide for the work being
undertaken in early 2022. The County’s Gravel
Reserve will fund this work.
BYLAW NO. 1350-21 – STATUTORY ROAD
CLOSURE
Council gave first reading to Bylaw No. 1350/21,
a bylaw of Lacombe County, to close to public
travel and dispose of portions of a public highway
in accordance with Section 22 of the Municipal
Government Act. A public hearing for this bylaw is set
for November 10, 2021, starting at 9:15 a.m. at the
Lacombe County Council Chambers.
CROP COMPENSATION RATES
Pursuant to Policy OP(8), Compensation for Road
Construction, the following rates be established for
the 2021 crop damage payments:
(1) Section 1 – Acquisition of Right of Way:
a] for right of way with purchase not finalized prior to
this crop year as expense for weed control:
				
$ 100.00 per acre
b] for right of way with purchase finalized		
prior to this crop year:
Oil Seed/Wheat/Peas/Corn Silage - $ 949.87 per
acre

Grain (other) - $ 759.74 per acre
Tame Hay or Pasture - $ 660.00 per acre
Sweet Potatoes - $6,528.12 per acre
(2) Section 2 – Backsloping
Oil Seed/Wheat/Peas/Corn Silage - $ 949.87 per
acre
Grain (other) - $ 795.74 per acre
Tame Hay or Pasture - $ 660.00 per acre
Native Hay or Pasture - $ 228.15 per acre
Summerfallow - $ 100.00 per acre
Brush - $ 100.00 per acre
a) Where crop received hail prior to the road
construction, the preceding rates are to be pro-rated
between the summerfallow rate, and the respective
crop rate based on the percentage of hail loss.
COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT STEWARDSHIP
AWARD
Policy AD(33) Environmental Community Engagement
is a commitment made by the County to support
residents in the understanding of environmental
sustainability. This three-year program (2021-2023)
has three components, one being the Environmental
Stewardship Award. 2021 is the first year for the
award.
The winner for 2021 is Sharon Wiebe, who has
introduced a number of sustainability initiatives on her
property. Ms. Wiebe will receive a one-time cash prize
of $ 1,500.
SYLVAN LAKE INTERMUNICIPAL
DEVELOPMENT PLAN
The Sylvan Lake Intermunicipal Development Plan
(IDP) was adopted on February 11, 2021. Ongoing oversight of the Sylvan Lake IDP is a shared
responsibility between the Partner Municipalities.

The IDP Committee will be composed of one elected
official and one non-voting administrative staff from
each municipality. A resolution that Lacombe County
participate in the Sylvan Lake IDP received Council
approval.
POLICY CC(9) TABLETS AND E-MAIL USE
As there have been major changes affecting Policy
CC(9) with respect to the type of devices issued to
Council, the removal of Internet service provision,
performing device updates and the option to purchase
their issued device at the end of their term the policy
has been amended to reflect those changes.
Policy CC(9) Tablets and E-mail Use was approved as
amended.
CITY OF LACOMBE/LACOMBE COUNTY/
LACOMBE ATHLETIC PARK ASSOCIATION
A joint meeting with the City of Lacombe and LAPA
will be held on December 1, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. to
discuss a funding request from LAPA with regard to
Phase Two of the Field House Project, which is the
Track and Field Expansion.
ALIX AND AREA COMMUNITY RESOURCE
CENTRE INVITATION
An invitation to tour the Alix and Area Community
Resource Centre was accepted by Council, with a
tour date to be set at a later meeting.
MIRROR RECREATION SOCIETY
By Council resolution Lacombe County will provide
the Mirror Recreation Society funding representing
50%, to a maximum of $7,000, plus GST, for the
replacement of the asphalt shingles on the Mirror
Community Hall. This funding will be provided through
the Recreation Capital Assistance Reserve.

December Meeting
December 15, 2021
9:30-11:30 AM

2022 County Council
Dates
January 13
January 31
February 10
February 24
March 10
March 24
April 14
April 28
May 12
May 26
June 9

June 23
July 14
August 25
September 8
September 22
October 13
October 27
November 14
November 24
December 8
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the Planning Services Department at:

Long Range Planning Program
2022-2024 update
Council recently approved an updated
Long Range Planning Program that
describes the projected sequence of
existing plan review and new plan
development for the next three years.
2020 and 2021 brought some additional
challenges with the restrictions on
holding public meetings needed to
garner public input on plans. Staff have
been looking at new ways to undertake
appropriate public consultation that is
effective in light of the restrictions. It is
hoped that in 2022 a hybrid of in person
and digital public consultation can be
used to create meaningful and effective
public engagement on the plans.
For 2022, Lacombe County will continue
with the review and update the South of
Highway 11 Area Multi-Lot Country
Residential Outline Plan. This is
Lacombe County’s oldest plan as it was
originally developed in 2001. In 2010
the County updated part of this plan
and separated out the lands from

2022

South of HWY 11 Area Outline Plan
(UPDATE)

Joffre Bridge to Haynes. The Highway 11 (Joffre
Bridge to Haynes) ASP was created to provide
more direction on residential development in
the area to reflect some of the new policies
and Districts that were newly created from the
2007 Municipal Development Plan and Land Use
Bylaw review. As a result, the original South of
Highway 11 Area Multi-Lot Country Residential
Outline Plan still overlaps some of the lands
identified in the updated ASP. Even though the
ASP takes precedence, this could be confusing.
In 2022, the County will undertake an
update to the Highway 2 West Area
Structure Plan. This ASP was originally
developed in 2012 and has seen a fair amount
of growth in the past several years. In addition,
servicing is available now in both nodes,
which wasn’t there at the time the ASP was
developed. Several policy sections need to be
updated to reflect this as well as recognize
the growth that has taken place since 2012.
The plan also needs some policy updates
resulting from the changes to the Municipal
Development Plan.

(403) 782-8389
planning@lacombecounty.com

In 2023, Lacombe County will update
the Lacombe Blackfalds Rural Fringe
ASP which is currently our second
oldest plan. This ASP was developed in
2008 for the lands south and east of
Blackfalds along the Blindman River and
Red Deer River and east of Range
Road 27-0 south of Lacombe to the Red
Deer River. This plan has never been
updated and will also need some policy
updates resulting from the changes to
the Municipal Development Plan
The final priority is the Parks and Open
Space Master Plan, which will be initiated
in 2024. This plan has been pushed
back by a year from its’ previously
scheduled date of 2023. This Plan is a key
action item outlined in the County's
Strategic Plan and will be a major
undertaking for the entirety of the
County.

2023

2024

Lacombe Blackfalds Rural Fringe ASP
(UPDATE)

Parks & Open Space Master Plan
(NEW)

Highway 2 West ASP
(UPDATE)

2 updates
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1 update

1 new plan
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APPLY TODAY: Community
Program Grants available
Lacombe County is committed to
strengthening the quality of life for
residents and fostering civic pride
by providing financial support for
community programs, events and
activities.
Policy RC(9) - County Support of
Community Programs, Events and
Activities provides additional support
for organizations in the County and its
urban municipalities, as well as for the
municipalities themselves. Support will
be given for events and activities which
are held for the benefit and enjoyment
of the general public, demonstrate
a financial need, and other criteria
explained in the policy.
The application deadline is February
1, 2022; applicants will be advised
by March 31st of the status of their
application.

Policy Guidelines/Procedures:
Eligibility: Urban municipalities
within the County, and community
organizations in the urban
municipalities within the County and
within Lacombe County are eligible
for funding, subject to the following
guidelines:

To be eligible for consideration,
programs:
• Must demonstrate a need for
financial support from the County;
• Must be held for the enjoyment and
benefit of the general public;
• Must be hosted on an annual
basis and/or recognize significant
milestone events;
• Must not charge an admission,
entrance or registration fee for the
program, event or activity;

•

•

•

Must receive at least an equivalent
amount of funding from the urban
municipality in which the program,
event or activity is being held as
that being requested from the
County;
Must receive at-least an equal
amount of funding from the
community organization if the
program, event or activity is being
held in the County; and
Must take place in the County, or in
the urban municipalities within the
County in 2022.

Stay up to date!
Follow us on social media
/LacombeCounty			

@LacombeCounty

The following are not eligible for
support under this policy:
• capital facilities and equipment;
• youth and adult sports teams and
associated programs, events and
activities;
• school reunions;
• private functions;
• community organizations,
programs, events and activities that
receive support from the County
through other programs or policies.

Funding Allotment & Allocation:

Funding will be based on $0.75 per
capita based on the current year official
population of Lacombe County and the
urban municipalities within the County,
with a $1,000 minimum allotment per
town or village, and a $500 minimum
allotment per summer village.
To view the Policy and a
downloadable application form,
see the County Website at www.
lacombecounty.com under the
County Information tab at the top of
the home page, and click on Policies
on the left hand menu.

While the office remains open, Lacombe
County is following AHS guidelines and some
County staff continue to work from home.
As such, the public is advised to call ahead to ensure
the staff member you wish to meet with is in the office.
Please note that all staff members are available via email
and cell phone.
We ask that you consider using the following
alternative service options:
•
Phone (403-782-6601)
•
Email (info@lacombecounty.com)
•
Online service request portal
•
Facebook (@LacombeCounty)
Please use teleconference or video-conference tools
whenever possible to meet with staff. In-person meetings
with staff can be scheduled by contacting the employee
directly, or by phoning the main office line for assistance.
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Local Giving ~ Local Support!
Dear Community Member:
We are asking for your support.
The Fill a Fridge Program enables eligible families to purchase groceries of their choice this
Christmas season. There's no denying this was a difficult year for all of us. Last Christmas
season 590 local individuals accessed the Fill a Fridge Program. That is 590 of our
neighbours, coworkers and love ones. 2020 set a program record high and we expect this
number to grow in 2021.
The Fill-a-Fridge program is 100% funded by community donations. The target for the
2021 season is $62,000. Your donation will positively impact local people.
We are delighted to once again partner with the Lacombe Kinsmen Club to offer Santa's
Anonymous. We are encouraging cash and gift card donations, with a special emphasis on
“teens”. New, unwrapped gifts for all ages are also gratefully accepted. Donations can be
dropped off at the Lacombe FCSS Office. Together we can ensure that everyone in our
community feels supported this Christmas.
These Programs are truly about LOCAL giving! The FCSS Christmas Giving Campaign
reaches across Lacombe County as we partner with community organizations in Alix,
Bentley and Clive.
Donations can be made online: @lacombefcss.net, in person, or by mail. Charitable tax
receipts will be issued for all donations.
On behalf of the team at FCSS, we thank you for your support and trust.
Sincerely

Susan MacDonald
S. MacDonald
Executive Director

403-782-6637,

Jan Pocock

Jan Pocock
Special Projects & Volunteer Coordinator
WWW.LACOMBEFCSS.NET
#201 5214-50TH Ave, Lacombe Alberta

SHOP LOCAL
EAT LOCAL
SPEND LOCAL
These are hard times for many Albertans. You can make a
difference by supporting local businesses and restaurants.
When you shop local, the money STAYS local and supports
local charities, community organizations and events.
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The Lacombe & District Chamber of Commerce and
Sunny 94 Passport to Christmas begins November
12th and runs to Dec. 24, 2021.
T4L 0B6

This year - which happens to be the 10th Anniversary of the
Passport to Christmas program - 75 participating businesses are
participating in Lacombe & Bentley.
There are a grand total of $8500 Lacombe Bucks to be won
this year. Lacombe Bucks can only be spent at participating
businesses.

Did you want to set off fireworks over the holidays? Lacombe County recommends submitting
a fireworks permit BEFORE Dec. 17, 2021!
Remember: you must
have the permission of
all adjacent property
owner, be at least 18
years of age, and follow
the rules laid out in the
Consumer Fireworks
Permit (found online at
www.lacombecounty.
com)
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Lacombe FCSS Christmas Giving
Your Generous Donations ensure the success of these programs

Donations accepted by cash, cheque, debit or online @lacombefcss.net | Cheques can be mailed or delivered to Lacombe
& District FCSS. Charitable Tax receipts issued. For more information call Lacombe & District FCSS 403-782-6637

Fill A Fridge

Grocery certificates are provided to enable qualifying families to purchase groceries
at Christmas time. Cash donations accepted at Lacombe & District FCSS.

Santas Anonymous

In partnership with Lacombe Kinsmen, "Santa" delivers donated gifts. New unwrapped
toys can be left in designated bins at local stores or at Lacombe & District FCSS

New Coats for Kids

Enables qualifying families to purchase new winter wear for their children.
Cash donations accepted at Lacombe & District FCSS.

Proud Community Partners: Lacombe & District FCSS
Mirror Alix Wellness Center | Clive FCSS | Bentley Community Services
Office Hours: 8:30am- 4:30pm closed for lunch 12:30-1:30pm
Website: www.lacombefcss.net | Facebook & Twitter: @lacombefcss

Lacombe & District FCSS Address: #201, 5214-50th Ave, Lacombe AB, T4L 0B6

Clive Family & Community Support Services
Upcoming Programs



Sept 15 - Little Village Playgroup starts. Every
Wednesday for preschool ages 0 - 6



Oct 28 - An Evening with Jody Carrington Parenting Today. Starts 7 pm in Clive. Tickets
$40 on sale in September through Eventbrite.










Programs in Partnership with
Lacombe & District FCSS:
Community Outreach Program
Tools for School
Volunteer Income Tax program
New Coats for Kids
Fill a Fridge
Santa’s Anonymous

Nov 17 & 24 - Home Alone Course. Ages 9 - 11,
from 3:30 - 6:00 pm. Cost $40.












Clive FCSS Programs:
Little Village Playgroup
Home Safe and Babysitting courses
Adventures R’Us Summer Day Camp
Individual & Family Resources
Seniors Benefits & Resources
Volunteer Appreciation
Seniors Week
Supports for Seniors at Christmas.

Dec 4 - Babysitters Course. Ages 12+,
from 9 am - 5 pm. Cost $40.

CONTACT US AT:
Clive FCSS Outreach Coordinator
Email: clivefcss@lacombefcss.net
Phone: (403) 784-2020
Address: 5107 50th St, Clive, AB (adjacent to the Village Office).

Office Hours:
Tuesdays 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
1st & 3rd Wednesday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Maintenance for highways in Lacombe County
Please note: Alberta Transportation maintains and operates ALL NUMBERED highways in
the County (i.e. Hwy 12, Hwy 20, Hwy 597, Hwy 815, Hwy 601, Hwy 2A, etc.). If you see any
issues or have any concerns on these roadways, please contact:

Mainroad Alberta Contracting LP | 1-877-875-3263

The perfect place for people to connect.
•
•
•

The LMC offers space to host:
training/workshops
licensed markets
funerals

•
•
•

meetings
weddings
birthdays

For more information or to book your meeting
online visit www.lacombe.ca/lmc or call
403-782-6668
Home of Anna Maria’s Cafe, Mary C. Moore Public
Library and Lacombe & District FCSS.
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AROUND THE COUNTY

WHAT WE DO

Alix and Area Community Resource Centre

Highlights

Services
Available

NEW Look & NEW Name!Facility upgrades in Bay 2 are complete, we are proud to
introduce the new Community Connections Activity Centre.
This space will host events, be available to rent and run
programming for Children, Youth, Families, Seniors & Adults.

Information &
Referral
Resource Navigation

After-School Programming: Starts November 16This free program will provide a safe and nurturing place for
children, ages 8+, to relax, play games and craft after school.
Help for homework will be available, as needed. Hosted in the
new Community Connections Activity Centre,
every Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday, from 3:30PM-6:30PM.

Volunteer Services
Family Wellness
Meals on Wheels
Home Support
Community Services

Baby ClinicThe next Baby Clinic is on December 16. Call the Lacombe
Community Health Centre directly to book (403-782-3218).

Adult Learning
Alix Food Bank

New Program: Wise Owls Senior ServicesPrograms are designed to support seniors within their home,
Services include friendly visiting, menu planning & meal
preparation, pet care, errand & social assistance, support
liaison and home support. Assessment interviews are FREE.
Contact us to learn more and for package pricing.

alixmirrorwellness@gmail.com
Follow us on Facebook
@AlixandAreaCommunity
ResourceCentre
www.alixcrc.com

Visions Country Gospel PerformanceOn Friday, November 26, at 7PM enjoy an evening of
entertainment, socializing and light refreshments! Stop by the
Centre, Alix Drugs I.D.A. OR Alix Home Hardware to purchase your
ticket, cost is $5.00 per ticket. *Proof of Vaccination is required*.

Alix and Area

Community
Resource Centre

Senior FunA free program for seniors. Join us for drop-in afternoons full of
socializing, activities and more on Thursdays from 1PM-3PM.

Now Hiring a Temporary Program Assistant and a
Contact us for more information .

Monday to Thursday

Home Support Worker

.

10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

*Closed all statutory holidays*
Bay 1, 5008 50 Ave, Alix, AB

403-396-3369

Membership Fees: FREE

Library Move – closed Nov. 22 – Dec. 3, 2021 – new location in the Eagle Builders Centre at
5302 Broadway Avenue – our new name is Servus Credit Union Public Library
Kids Programs: In-Person, Mother Goose (baby – 3), Story Time (All Ages), Creative Explosion
(3+), Lego Club
Youth Programs Online – Youth D & D, Out of this World (9+), Reading & Writing Tutoring,
Minecraft and Fortnite club
Teen Programs - Teen D& D (13+), Book Club
Adult Programs – D & D, Ink Drinkers Book Club, Writers Group
All Programs are FREE – see our website & Facebook for more details or call us!
Hours:
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 10am – 6pm – Wed 10am – 7:00pm
Blackfaldslibrary.ca
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AROUND THE COUNTY
Make a

SPLASH

at the Kinsmen Aquatic Centre
5429 53rd Street, Lacombe AB

What’s Happening at the pool:
• Save your spot online for any public or lane swims at
Lacombe.ca/pool
• New Wibit Swim Saturdays from 6-8pm
• Week-long swim lesson sessions over Christmas Break!.
Register today.
• Private pool rentals with the WIBIT available on weekends
and weekdays over the holidays.
• Pool Membership Sale for the full month of December!
Come in and play Plinko to receive 5%, 10%, or 15% off
any monthly pool pass.
• Winter Registration for swimming lessons and JLC opens
Nov. 9, 2021
For more information on the KAC schedule, pool rentals and
advanced courses call 403.782.1277 or visit www.lacombe.ca/pool.

CASUAL DRIVER
Lacombe and District Family and Community Support Services are seeking a casual
driver for the Lacombe Connex Service. A casual position covering for vacation or leaves
for regular drivers. Connex is available to seniors and others unable to access regular
transportation because of age, disability or mobility. This service is offered through
Lacombe & District FCSS in partnership with the City of Lacombe.
Responsibilities:








Drive clients to medical appointments, shopping, dialysis trips and charters.
Assist mobility challenged clients (wheelchairs, walkers), and secure for
transport.
Collect fees, report ridership to FCSS weekly.
Complete daily inspections on buses and report any issues.
Monitor and maintain cleanliness of bus, daily log reports, and fueling.
Flexible, adaptable to frequent schedule changes.
Driving in adverse weather conditions

Qualifications:
Class 4 Drivers License and Clean Drivers Abstract
 Driver Training and Experience is Preferred
 Current First Aid/CPR
 Excellent Customer Service Skills


Please forward your letter of interest and resume to:
Transportation Coordinator
Lacombe Connex
#201, 5214- 50th Avenue,
Lacombe, AB T4L 0B6
Email: connex@lacombefcss.net
Fax: (403) 782-6639
Closing date: November 26th, 2021
In order to protect our staff and the community we serve, some positions may require new
employees to be fully immunized against COVID-19 or have a documented medical exemption.
Alternate arrangements such as rapid testing may be discussed if required.

Ripley Community Christmas
Bonfire with Santa
December 12, 2021 ~ 2pm
We invite you to join us for a bonfire with hot dogs, cookies and
snacks, hot chocolate and cheer. Santa will join us at 3pm to
meet with the kids and hear their wishes.
Sleigh Rides - to be confirmed. Gather around the fire and toast
to the holiday season with your neighbours.
*Weather and Restrictions depending*
Details at: https://www.facebook.com/groups/ripleycommunity
or by phoning: 403-742-9827

ROAD MONITORING
Lacombe County has an employee who drives the
county roads during the night and calls out staff as
needed. County Operations supervisors alternate road
monitoring on the weekends.
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DECEMBER 2021
Sun
28

Mon

Tue

29

Wed

30

December 1

County Council
9AM

Thu

Fri

2

5

6

7

Special Council
Meeting w/ City
of Lacombe (LMC)
8
9

12

13

14

15

16

Sat

Help us promote

YOU!

3

4

10

11

17

18

Do you know a
business, person,
place or volunteer
you want to see
profiled in County
News?

25

Do you have a
photograph you want
to share?

County Council
9AM
19

20

21

22

23

24
Office Closed
(Christmas break)

26

27

28

29

Office Closed
(Christmas break)

Office Closed
(Christmas break)

30

31

January 1, 2022

Office closes at
3PM

NEW YEAR'S DAY

If so, email communications@
lacombecounty.com with your ideas,
photographs or stories.

We'd love to hear from you!

Lacombe County Directory
RR3, Lacombe Alberta T4L 2N3 www.lacombecounty.com

Department Numbers:

Main Office - 403-782-6601
Planning Services - 403-782-8389
Community Services - 403-782-8959
Operations - 403-782-8379
Public Works Shop - 403-782-3567

General

Follow us online for
the latest news!

After Hours Emergency Answering Service

403.357.1210

Administration Fax

403.782.3820

Public Works Fax

403.782.5356

For Service Requests, see our website - or phone the switchboard at 403-782-6601
Senior Administration

/LacombeCounty
@LacombeCounty
www.lacombecounty.com

Tim Timmons, County Manager
ttimmons@lacombecounty.com
Michael Minchin, Director of Corporate Services
mminchin@lacombecounty.com

Call 403-782-6601
to speak with the
County Manager
or with a Lacombe
County Director

Bill Cade, Director of Operations
bcade@lacombecounty.com
Dale Freitag, Director of Planning Services
dfreitag@lacombecounty.com
Keith Boras, Director of Community Services
kboras@lacombecounty.com
Council

COUNTY
NEWS
is published by Lacombe County and printed by PostMedia.
If you have feedback or story ideas, please contact:
Nicole Plewis, Communications Coordinator
communications@lacombecounty.com
403.782.6601

John Ireland, Divison 1

(jireland@lacombecounty.com)

Brenda Knight, Division 2 (bknight@lacombecounty.com)

Cell
403.392.3981

403.788.2168

403.550.2168

Barb Shepherd, Div. 3 (bshepherd@lacombecounty.com)

403.340.9724

Dwayne West, Division 4

(dwest@lacombecounty.com)

403.660.2328

(kweenink@lacombecounty.com)

403.350.8014

(awilson@lacombecounty.com)

403.506.3735

Ken Weenink, Div. 5
Allan Wilson, Divison 6
Dana Kreil, Division 7
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Home

(dkreil@lacombecounty.com)

403.746.3607

403.358.9400

