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Lacombe County Council adopts
2022 interim budgets
Earlier this month, Lacombe County Council adopted the
County’s 2022 interim operating and capital budgets. This
budget supports the maintenance of existing service levels
while managing the County’s spending in a responsible
manner that reflects the current economic situation and
follows the priorities set out in the County’s Strategic Plan,
long-range road construction plan, and capital equipment
replacement plan.
“We have faced a number of unique economic challenges over the last few years, including a significant loss
in revenue from oil and gas well taxes and the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic,” said Michael Minchin, Director of
Corporate Services. “Council voted to approve an interim
budget for 2022 that recognizes the challenges and uncertainty in our province while ensuring service levels remain
at a high level.”
Each year, Council works through the complex task of
managing resources to balance present needs and future
growth.

conduct operations on January 1, 2022. Stage 2 is the approval of the final budgets and tax rates and occurs in the
following spring when the Province sets the property tax
levy for education purposes and when property assessment values have been confirmed.
2022 Interim Operating Budget
The $57,267,410 interim operating budget (a 1.5% increase over 2021) is balanced and maintains existing
service levels. Highlights of the operating budget include:
•

•
•

An allowance for the expected assessment reductions
for oil and gas assessments. Industrial properties
are projected to increase slightly. Final assessment
figures will be included in the final version of budget in
the Spring of 2022.
Provisions for higher fuel and insurance costs have
been included in each department's budget estimates.
Community recreation facility operating grants have
been adjusted for inflation.

“Maintaining service levels and considering the County's
future growth is factored into the 2022 interim budgets,
as we know that our ratepayers expect excellent service
through our infrastructure and maintenance programs,”
said Reeve Barb Shepherd. “Council feels this budget
takes into consideration the uncertainties facing Lacombe
County, while delivering high-quality services that residents deserve.”

2022 Interim Capital Budget

Interim operating and capital budgets are approved each
year. They are the first stage of a two-stage process that
authorizes the County to spend on approved projects and

•

The 2022 interim capital budget is $24,097,650, an
increase of $4.12 million (20.60%) compared to 2021.
Highlights of the capital budget include:
•
•
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$12.57 million in road construction.
$2.80 million in bridge replacement projects, a decrease of $1.58 million from 2021.
Equipment and vehicle replacements are increasing by $6.535 million, including $1.243 million in fire
equipment.
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The Christmas season is a special time of year that has a
way of bringing people together. Take time to enjoy the
little things and have a safe and happy holiday season.
We have seen a number of changes at the County, and
are honoured to welcome some new members to the
County Council table.
Reeve Barb Shepherd

On behalf of Lacombe County Council and Staff, have a
very Merry Christmas and a happy New Year!

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

www.lacombecounty.com | 403-782-6601 | Facebook/Instagram: @LacombeCounty

PLANNING SERVICES
1. Development and Subdivision Activity:
Development applications and estimated
construction values have shown a dramatic
increase in 2021 compared to 2020.
Development permits are up almost 25% since
last year, and Lacombe County is at over $90
million in estimated construction value, which
is more than double the value in 2020. This
is the highest the County has recorded since
collecting construction values over five years
ago. Subdivision application numbers have
also increased this year, with 48 applications in
2021 (compared to 30 applications for the same
time period in 2020).
2. The Sylvan Lake Intermunicipal
Development Plan: The Sylvan Lake
Intermunicipal Development Plan (IDP) was
adopted after nearly three years of work. The
plan is an important initiative as it endeavours
to protect the environmental integrity of Sylvan
Lake while still allowing for growth. This IDP
had the first ever virtual and in-person Public
Hearing for Lacombe County, as a way to
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ensure everyone who wanted to participate
was able to, despite COVID-19 restrictions.
With eight partner municipalities involved in the
hearing, it was no small feat to pull it together.
Fortunately, it went off very smoothly and set
the groundwork for virtual public engagement
initiatives, which the County will continue to use
for future engagement opportunities.
3. Economic Development: Lacombe County
hired its first Economic Development Officer to
promote and champion economic development
in the region. Monica Bartman came to the
County from the Lacombe and District Chamber
of Commerce with experience already working
with some of Lacombe County’s businesses.
She is developing the Terms of Reference for
an Economic Development Strategy for the
County, which will be initiated in 2022 and
will include extensive community input. This
Economic Development Strategy will guide
Lacombe County through a more targeted
approach on economic development.
4. The Slopes: The Slopes development has

There are only a few weeks left in 2021, and we
are looking back over the highlights of the past 12
months.

2021 Municipal Election Results: The most
significant change at Lacombe County happened
in October, with the 2021 Municipal Election.
Former Reeve Paula Law did not run for re-election,
as well as long-time councillors Ken Wigmore
and Keith Stephenson. Following the election,
Lacombe County welcomed three new councillors:
Dwayne West (Division 4), Ken Weenink (Division
5), and Allan Wilson (Division 6). Following the
Organizational Meeting, Lacombe County Council
appointed Division 3 Councillor Barb Shepherd as
Lacombe County Reeve and Division 1 Councillor
John Ireland as Deputy Reeve.
Community Services Leadership Changes: With
the retirement of long-time staff member Keith Boras,
the County’s Community Services will have a new
Director in 2022, as Dion Burlock is set to guide this
department into the future for Lacombe County.
Joint Council Meeting Success: In December, a
Joint Meeting of Council between Lacombe County
and the City of Lacombe occurred. The meeting
– and future joint meetings – was intended to
foster collaboration and cooperation between the
regional partners to achieve efficient results for the
residents of both municipalities. This process allows
our Councils to work directly together, allowing
community groups and citizens more straightforward
access to both Councils.
seen a renewed interest in lake living in
2021, with five (5) new homes approved this
year. This development on Sylvan Lake was
originally approved in 2012, and the subdivision
was developed in 2014. Until 2021, only a
duplex show home was built due to economic
factors affecting the housing market in Central
Alberta. With all the homes nearing completion,
the development's water treatment plant is
progressing nicely and will be completed in time
to service these new homes.
5. Wilson's Beach Estates: There has been an
influx in residential activity at Wilson’s Beach
Estates in 2021 with five applications for new
residences in 2021 totalling over $2 million
in construction value. In addition, Wilson's
Beach Estates has completed the connection
of the development to a new communal waste
water treatment system. The new system
is a partnership with the system being built
for DeGraffs RV Resort, and is designed to
potentially act as a regional system for the area
of Gull Lake.
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Year in Review: Highlights of 2021
CORPORATE SERVICES
1. Municipal Election: The County held a
successful 2021 municipal election. In addition
to municipal elections for Councillor in divisions
4, 5 and 6, the County also facilitated voting for
the provincial senate and referendum votes, as
well as for public school trustees. Altogether, the
County hosted seven locations for advance voting
and another 17 locations on Election Day.
2. Lacombe County’s County Connection: In
the Spring of 2021, the County launched its
new County Connection intranet site. This site
connects all County staff to County information
and resources. As part of this rollout, all County
staff now have a County email account and can

access County information regardless of their
location.
3. Cyber Security Policy and Program: In
response to ever-growing cyber threats,
Lacombe County Council approved the County’s
Cyber Security Policy. This policy outlines the
responsibilities for developing and maintaining
cyber security initiatives to prevent and, if
necessary, respond to cyber events. Future
activities under this plan include additional staff
training and the development of a comprehensive
disaster recovery plan. Both of these initiatives
will take place in 2022.

4. Multi-Year Capital Budgeting: The County
updated its multi-year capital budgeting process
in 2021. Instead of multi-year budgets being
presented to Council by departments throughout
the year, budgets are now consolidated into one
document and provide Council with an integrated
view of future capital needs for the County and
how it will fund these capital projects. With the
multi-year budget now developed, staff will be
working on updating the County’s reserve policies
and long-term funding strategies to ensure capital
expenditures can be sustained into the future.

COMMUNITY SERVICES
1. Peace Officers: Along with successfully
operating the School Resource Officer program
with Wolf Creek Schools, the Community
Peace Officer program completed another year
of successful patrols in Lacombe County, as
well as in our partnering Villages of Clive, Alix,
Bentley, and Alix. Preparations are being made
to move to electronic ticketing along with all
other Provincial Agencies.
2. Solar Panels: In May, SkyFire Energy
completed the installation of a 115.2 KwDC
solar photovoltaic (PV) system on the roof of
the shop building. This system is comprised
of 288 solar modules, two inverters, and 144

optimizers. The solar panels are conservatively
estimated to produce 122,100 kWh/year of
electricity in its first year.
3. Fire Services: Fire departments within the
County experienced average call volumes
and successfully trained many new staff to the
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)
1001 Level. Restrictions in gathering placed
by the pandemic made this problematic, but the
dedication of the volunteers persisted in making
this happen.
4. Agriculture: The Ag Department completed
another busy year working with landowners on

weed and pest control. As we are entering year
three of the Ag Plastics Recycling, the program
is gaining traction seeing an increase in the
volume of both grain bags and twine collected.
5. Utilities: Final connections in both the Sylvan
Lake Communal Servicing and Wild Rose
Projects were completed this year, adding
many new customers to these utilities. These
connections, along with their regular duties
looking after several municipal utilities and two
sizeable regional utility transmission systems,
have challenged this department's staff.

OPERATIONS
1. Paving Program: Lacombe County has 2,192
kilometres of roads to look after. Included in that
total are 1,778 km of gravel roads (including 121
km machinery roads) and 414 km of paved roads
(including 4 km of cold mix). We have spent a
great deal of time and effort over the years to
take our old paved roads and get them wider and
strengthen them to handle today’s traffic volumes
and size. Because of this, we are confident that
our paved road system is second to none.
In 2021, we improved our gravel road to
paved roads designation by adding 4.2 km of
new pavement. Additionally, we overlayed 36
kilometres of existing paved roads.

2. Bridge Construction: The bridge construction
projects take into consideration future County
road construction projects. Five structures were
tendered out this year.
3. Road Construction Projects: Each year, County
forces plan on rebuilding 16-19 kms of roads;
however, this year, we were able to complete
21.18 kms of roads. The additional 5 kms of
rebuilt roads were possible because of favourable
weather during the construction season and our
competent crew.
4. Gravel Program: Generally, one-third of the
gravel roads are placed on our proposed road
construction schedule each year. This ensures
County roads are passable for traffic under normal
spring / wet conditions. This year, the County’s
proposed gravel program was 477.1 kms, but due
to the favorable weather, a total of 555.2 km of
gravel roads were completed (about 16% more
than the expected amount).
5. Custom Equipment Projects: The shop staff are
busy with new equipment. New arrivals require
work to customize units for their intended use.
Rig-up projects include gravel/plow trucks, pickup
trucks, skid steer, trailers, rock rake, agriculture

tractors, and fire department requirements, such
as a new unit for the Eckville Fire Department,
which was built in house by Lacombe County
staff.
6. Parks and Trails: Lacombe County's parks team
maintains 20km of trails, and facilitates audits and
inspections of County playgrounds, sweeps the
trails in spring, brushes, mows, paints, installs
swim lines at Sandy Point Beach, landscapes,
and installs signs.
7. Special Projects: Intersectional lighting at
Highway 12 and Range Road 27-4 (by the
Lacombe County Administration Office) was
complete.
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AGRICULTURAL EXCELLENCE
SECURING YOUR FARM & FUTURE
Our expert speakers provide
insight and tools to support
the success of your farming
operations and building
proactive, sustainable family
legacies.

Snow Removal
Concerns

Did you know that pushing snow out of your
driveway across the road
is not only illegal – it can
be dangerous.

JANUARY 12TH
2022
7:00PM

AGENDA

@reallygreatsite

Ag Economics in 2022: Perspective & Outlook
presented by Vincent Cloutier, Chief Ag Advisor, National Bank

Canadian agriculture has shown impressive resilience in the wake of COVID and the
drought. Currently, logistics issues and rising energy costs are among the fundamental
factors impacting the economy. What do the next few months hold for interest rates and
agricultural commodity prices? What are the most important risks to prepare for?

CLHbid & The transition of farming operations and land ownership
presented by Bridget Hennigar, COO CLHbid.com

The story of CLHbid.com
the requires
opportunity they saw in the marketplace. What happens
Building a largeand
building
alarge
cost as well.
Designs
for the
on disposition
of farming
assets?
What
are your options when transitioning or selling farm
of this magnificent building
assets? Whatcreation
are the
tax implications/
were made by experienced
architects. Big cities always make
magnificent buildings as a form of
the greatness of the city.

Farm Estate Planning Concepts and Considerations
presented by Yvonne Williamson, Lawyer, TEP; Beaumont Church LLP

What is estate planning? And what tools are available to preserve, increase and
protect assets during your lifetime to ensure your wishes are carried out and there
is an orderly transition to beneficiaries with maximum effectiveness.

To Register:
Scan QR code
or
contact Jalene Makus
at 403.782.8959

Tax Installment

Blocking all or part the
road can lead to accidents because the large
snow piles may obstruct
visibility. In addition, the

snow clearing equipment
can damage the roadway
by creating ridges on the
surface.
Lacombe County reminds
residents to refrain from
this activity. If you require
assistance with snow
removal, please contact a
contractors in the area.

2022 Mirror Dog
License Renewal
A license is required for all dogs in Mirror. Dog tag
renewals will
be mailed out
December 1,
2021. The fee
is $15.00 for
an altered dog
and $25.00 for
an unaltered
dog. After
February 28,
2022, the cost
increases to $30
for an altered
dog and $50 for an unaltered dog. For more
information, please call (403) 782-6601 or visit www.
lacombecounty.com (County Services >Hamlet of
Mirror>Policies/Bylaws>Dog Control).

PAYMENT PLAN

Lacombe County will issue a tag for each dog, which
must be attached to a collar work by the dog at all
times. Lacombe County Enforcement Officers will do
checks to ensure compliance.

Sign up TODAY

If you would like to report a contravention of the Dog
Control Bylaw, please call 403-506-9380, or email
info@klassickennels.com.

for the monthly plan.
Contact Lacombe County at (403) 782-6601 or
visit www.lacombecounty.com for more details.
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Automatic
Budget-friendly
Simple
Convenient

**For animal welfare issue please contact the Alberta
SPCA at http://www.albertaspca.org/***
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Holiday fire safety: Stay safe this season!
The Office of the Commissioner is reminding all Albertans that holiday season is
fire season. Here are 10 fire safety tips to help you and your family enjoy a safe
and happy holiday this year.
1. Check your smoke alarm this holiday season
• Test your smoke alarms once a month by pushing the test button.
• Install smoke alarms inside each room where people sleep.
• Replace smoke alarms over 10 years old.
2. Don’t leave candles unattended
• When you go out, blow out!
• Keep lit candles safely away from children and pets.
• Consider using safer, flameless candles, instead of real candles.
3. Keep your Christmas tree well watered.
• Water fresh trees daily.
• Keep the base of the trunk in water at all times.
• Keep your tree away from any ignition sources, such as the fireplace,
heaters or candles.
4. Check all lights before decorating
• Before you put up lights, check the cords closely.
• Discard any sets that are frayed or damaged.
• Never plug more than three strings of lights together.
5. Always stay in the kitchen while cooking.
• If a pan of food catches fire, slide a lid over it and turn off the burner.
• Don’t cook if you are drowsy from alcohol or medication.
6. Use extension cords wisely.
• Be careful not to overload electrical outlets with lights, decorations and
appliances. This can create overheating, that could result in fire.
• Never put cords under rugs.
7. Keep matches and lighters out of sight and in places your kids can’t reach.

•

Matches and lighters can be deadly in the
hands of children.
• If you smoke, have one lighter or book of
matches and keep it with you at all times.
8.
Give space heaters space
• Don’t run space heaters near curtains, furniture,
or holiday decorations.
• Keep them at least three feet (one meter) away
from anything that can burn – including you.
• Shut off and unplug heaters when you leave
your home, or go to bed.
9. Stub your cigarettes out completely and dispose of
them safely.
• Provide smokers with large, deep ashtrays. Stub it Right, Don’t Ignite.
• If you smoke on your balcony, be sure to install a safe, fire-proof ashtray.
• Never extinguish smoking materials in plant pots.
10. Have a home fire escape plan
• Make sure everyone knows how to get out safely.
• Create and practise a home fire escape plan with everyone in your
family, as well as your guests over the holidays.
• In case of fire, get out, stay out and call 911 (or your local emergency
number).

For more information, visit the Office of the
Fire Commissioner website: http://www.ofc.
alberta.ca/ofc-winter-fire-safety.

Christmas is coming! ... So is the snow
With Christmas fast
approaching, it seems
the time passes by
even faster. As our days
shorten and our summer
ends, a familiar scene
starts to appear before
us again.
Soon we will see snow
falling followed by snow accumulating on the ground
as our breath begins to show in the air. Fireplaces
are fired up, mistletoes and Christmas lights alike
are hung up and turned on.
The holiday season is one of the busiest times of the
year.
People rushing in and out of malls and stores to
search for the perfect gift, bad road conditions and
holidays make for congested roads. Unfortunately,
this is also a season that sees a lot of accidents.
The first winter can be very intimidating for new drivers. It is usually during the first winter that inexperienced drivers experience their first accident.
The lack of experience is all it needs to stop too
short and slide into a fender bender. For this precise
reason many students take their driver's ed courses

during the summer, they feel that there is less to
worry about during summer due to the easy driving
conditions. The opposite is also true; many students
and their parents save their driving lessons for the
winter months to get that experience of driving in
snowy conditions.
A perfect Christmas gift for your teen: Winter
Driving Lessons
There is no right answer as both seasons' present different challenges and learning experiences.
Alberta has a variety of Driver Education & Training
schools that serves to teach the new driver hat no
matter when you take your classes, your driver's
education doesn't end there. Motorists should
always be improving their driving skills and classes
can teach them wise decisions and experiences..
Remember, there are always methods for increasing
safety while on the roads.
Make winter driving part of Christmas for that
special young driver in your life. Why not make
driving lessons part of your Christmas present and
give the gift of safety for years to come. Winter
driving courses are an invaluable experience for
new drivers. In Alberta we experience an average of
seven months of snow fall and out of these seven at
least six of these months have a high likelihood for
snow to accumulate on the ground. Historically out
of 365 days at least 54 days are days with snow fall.

This means that if you drive in Alberta year round,
15% of the time you will be driving while it is snowing.
The student will learn all the same basic information
as the class 5 basic course, however during the in
car driving lessons (pending on the weather) they
may need to handle snowy or slick conditions. The
students will start slow to ensure they are comfortable and competent to handle the next lessons, as
the instructor progresses through the driving lessons
the student will learn:
• Winter preparation and basic car maintenance
• What to do if you start sliding
• Braking early and completing stops smoothly
• Icy road surfaces
• Proper procedure in an accident
• Snow banks and how not to get trapped
• Driving in lower light conditions
Having winter driving experience is always a valuable asset to every driver. Give the gift that's going
to keep your children safe on the roads for years to
come by having them learn proper driving methods
and procedure and take the fear out of their first
winter of driving.
~ Submitted by: Sgt. Brian Herrick,
Blackfalds RCMP
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MIRROR CORNER

2022 Mirror Dog Tags
Dog tag renewals will be mailed out
December 1, 2021. The fee is $15.00
for an altered dog and $25.00 for an
unaltered dog. After February 28, 2022,
the cost increases to $30 for an altered
dog and $50 for an unaltered dog.
For more information, please call (403)
782-6601 or visit www.lacombecounty.
com (County Services >Hamlet of
Mirror>Policies/Bylaws>Dog Control)
Friends of the Mirror Library Society

The library is open Wednesdays 1 p.m. - 7
p.m. If you are interested in the library, we
invite you to join our Mirror Library Board.
Your interest and input are welcomed!

Jolly Seniors

Pancake breakfast every second Sunday
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Booking Mirror Community Hall

Call Lisa 403-788-3890 or cell 403-505-3894.

Mirror Library

Join us Wednesdays from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Check out our new selection of books and
movies, or access high-speed Wi-Fi Internet.
Thanks to Lacombe County, you can now
connect to the world at Mirror Public Library.

Mirror Royal Canadian Legion Branch
189 - 5015 50th Avenue

Meat Draws Saturday at 4 p.m. General
meetings second Sunday at 1 p.m. (unless
otherwise posted).

Mirror Skate Park

Located across the street by the community
hall. Meetings occur the second Tuesday of
month.

Mirror and District Museum

Meetings are on the first Monday of the
month at 7 p.m. Call 403-788-3828 for more
information.

CN Rail crossing delays

If you experience delays longer than 20
minutes at the Mirror rail yard crossing,
call CN Rail at 1-800-465-9239. Follow the
prompts and be ready to provide details
shown on the crossing signal mast to CN
personnel. Transport Canada may be
reached at 1-888-463-0521.
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Mirror residents
reminded to
shovel sidewalks
Residents
in Mirror are
reminded that
all snow and
ice must be
removed from
their sidewalks
within 48 hours
of a snowfall,
pursuant to
Bylaw 1098/09. Should the County have to pay
for an employee or contractor to clear the snow/
ice from a property, the occupant or owner will
be charged for the cost and may face additional
fines.

Notification of Construction Completion
Pursuant to Municipal Government Act M-26.1 534(1) Lacombe
County hereby provides notice to any person having an interest in
land that is adjacent to lands which Lacombe County has constructed a public road. Persons entitled to compensation from the
municipality for loss of or the permanent lessening of use of that
person’s land caused by the public work are advised to make a
claim within 60 days after this notice is published.
The following roads are complete as of December 8, 2021:
Project Number		
CCE7

Description
Rge Rd 27-0A
Thru NE 13 & West of SW 13 & 		
			NW 12-40-27 W4M
(Rge Rd 27-0A South of Lacombe)
C2331
		

Rge Rd 23-3
West of 15 & 22-40-23 W4M
(Highway 12 north to Highway 50)

C4023

Twp Rd 40-2, South of SE16-40-3 W5M
(Twp Rd 40-2 West of Hwy 766 for ½
			 mile)
For more information, please contact:
Brandon Maier, Manager of Operations, (403) 782-3567

Development Incentive Grant
available for Hamlet of Mirror
Did you know: Lacombe
County has a Development Incentive Program
(DIG) aimed at encouraging entrepreneurs to
locate their businesses
in the Hamlet of Mirror.

How does it work?

The program offers a
grant based on a percentage of the property
taxes. Eligible commercial or industrial businesses can qualify for
a rebate of up to 100%
of the municipal portion
of their property taxes
for a period of 10 years
(decreasing by 10%
each year for 10 years).
Ready to take a vacation
from municipal property
taxes?

Interested?? Contact the Planning Services Department today
at 403-782-8389!
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OPERATIONS
Snow removal on Lacombe County roads
the gravel off of the road. The graders
are outfitted with wings on the side to
push the snow into the ditch. The time
frame that we strive for is to have the
gravel roads all plowed in the three
to four day range after a storm.
Unlike the snow plow trucks, we do not
send the graders out after every storm.
Generally, we need to have four to six
inches of snow before we send the
grader out and we do that to try and
conserve the gravel.

When it comes to maintaining roads
after a snow fall, Lacombe County has
a multi-pronged attack planned, utilizing
truck snow plows for paved roads,
graders for gravel roads, and tractors
for subdivisions.

to pushing the snow towards the ditch.
Driveways are a problem because the
trucks are unable to clean them (and
we hear about that quite often), and
mailboxes are another obstacle that we
try to avoid.

PAVED ROADS
The goal of winter maintenance for
paved roads is to remove snow and
ice from the road surface as quickly
as possible. Time frames will vary
depending on the severity and duration
of the storm, but our goal is to have
the roads cleared in a 9- to 12-hour
time frame.

We mix our sand with a 5% to 7%
of salt, which is less than many
jurisdictions. We do this to minimize
environmental damage, while ensuring
that the roads are safe. We will add
more salt to melt the ice, depending on
conditions.

The process starts at night, when one
of our County staff checks the roads
to ensure we get the trucks out on the
pavement early in the morning prior to
the early morning commute.
We have five trucks that look after the
approximate 340 km of paved roads.
The roads with the highest traffic
volumes are targeted first. The trucks
have a one–way plow and sanders,
so they plow snow and sand the
road at the same time. They will plow
the driving lane first and then make
an additional pass to clean off the
shoulder and push snow back at the
intersections.

GRAVEL ROADS
Lacombe County has more than
1,600km of gravel roads, and we use
nine graders to remove snow from
them.
Snow removal on gravel roads is very
tricky since we do not want to plow

Despite our best efforts to keep the
gravel on the roads, sometimes the
conditions will be such that the gravel
sticks to the snow and ends up in the
ditch. As is the situation with the truck
drivers, it takes a great deal of skill to
plow snow with the graders. They have
to watch the height of the blade, control
the wing, watch for traffic, try not to
put too much snow in the approaches,
and try not to damage adjacent fences
or signs. They do this in the worst of
weather and at long stretches of time. It
can be very stressful and exhausting.
HAMLETS & SUBDIVISIONS
Tractors are used for snow removal
in hamlets and subdivisions, which
equates to 47.5 km of roads. We use
tractors so that they can clean out the
approaches which are numerous in the
urban areas.
Since the traffic speeds in urban
areas are slower, we do not plow
the hamlets and subdivisions after
every storm. We do strive to provide
a very good level of service but not at

the same level as the main paved road
system.
QUESTIONS & ISSUES
Lacombe County does not plow on
private property, however, we do have a
list of area contractors who have placed
their names for providing the service
to you at a cost. You can find the list
on the Lacombe County Website by
searching for area contractors.
One of the issues that we deal with
on a regular basis is the practice of
pushing snow from driveways across
the road and leaving it in a pile at
the side of the road. This practice
results in serious safety concerns.
It can be the cause of an accident if a
smaller vehicle bounces over the ridges
and loses control and once the pile
freezes it can create a danger to our
equipment.
Lacombe County is designed to
provide service for the traditional rural
environment. Snow plowing over 2,000
kilometers of road is time consuming
and difficult. Rural residents typically
have vehicles and equipment that is
conducive to living in the country.

Please remember: Alberta
Transportation operates and
maintains ALL NUMBERED
highways.
Please remember to drive carefully
and be safe on local roads this winter
season.

The trucks are equipped with one-way
plows, this means that they are limited

Maintenance contractor for provincial highways
Please note: Alberta Transportation maintains and operates ALL NUMBERED highways in the County
(i.e. Hwy 12, Hwy 20, Hwy 597, Hwy 815, Hwy 601, Hwy 2A, etc.). If you see any issues or have
any concerns on these roadways, please contact:

Mainroad Alberta Contracting LP | 1-877-875-3263
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ENVIRONMENT
ICE FISHING

Wildlife Corridor Workshop

HUT REGISTRATION

Reminder

Interested to learn about how wildlife move through Alberta’s landscape?
Join Lacombe County and Agroforestry & Woodlot Extension Society for
an exciting presentation and find out!

Lacombe County is no longer
managing the voluntary Take
It Off Program on Gull Lake
and Buffalo Lake, as Alberta
Environment and Parks has
made it mandatory to identify all
ice shelters in the province.

Date: February 24, 2022
Time: 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Register via Eventbrite (or scan the QR code)
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/wildlife-corridors-workshop-tickets-220918863267

This workshop will explore the importance of connectivity between natural areas on properties,
and how woodlots, shelterbelts, eco-buffers, and riparian buffers play such an important role in
supporting biodiversity.
Please call 403.782.8959 if you need assistance in registering for the workshop.
Photo credit: J. Pfenghanssl

Remember to idle wisely this winter
A survey found that the average Canadian driver idle their vehicles for about 8 minutes per day, resulting in a combined total
of more than 75 million minutes of idling a day. This day alone
uses over 2.2 million litres of fuel and produces over five million
kilograms of greenhouse gases and is equal to the amount of
fuel required to drive over 1100 vehicles for a year or to idle one
vehicle for 144 years! You can save money and reduce your
vehicle’s impact on the environment by following these tips:

2.

Warm your vehicle up by driving it – in most cases, you
don’t need more than 2-3 minutes of idling from colds start
on winter days. Vehicle components are best warmed up
by driving the vehicle.

3.

1.

Use a block heater – they can improve overall winter fuel
economy by pre-warming the engine, coolant, and oil. Use
automatic timer to turn on the block heater no more than
two hours before you plan to drive.

4.

Do not overuse your remote starter – often people with remote starters start their vehicles long before they are ready
to drive. If you use a remote starter, start your engine
vehicle shortly before your departure.

Reduce idling – if you’re stopped for more than 60 seconds, except while in traffic, turn off your engine. It will have
little impact on your starter system and idling for more than
10 seconds uses more fuel than it takes to restart your
vehicle.

8

Adapted from Government of Canada

All ice fishing shelters that are
on the ice for more than 24
hours must be labelled (2.5 cm
block letters) with WiN number
or name and phone number.
Ice fishing shelters must
be removed from the ice by
March 31.
By identifying your ice shelter
you help to ensure that all ice
shelters are taken off the lake
by the end of the ice fishing
season. This helps to protect
the environment and ensure the
safety of anglers and boaters.
More information is in
the 2021 Alberta Guide to
Sportfishing Regulations
at https://albertaregulations.ca/
fishingregs/.
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AGRICULTURE
What you need to
know about private
septic systems
3 things you need to know about your septic system
• Exact location of tank and piping.
• Location of install information and permits.
• When the last service and pump out was.

Do
•
•
•
•
•

Have your system inspected yearly by a licensed
contractor.
Have your septic tank pumped when necessary,
generally every 3 to 5 years.
Keep a detailed record of repairs, pumping, inspection
reports, permits, and maintenance activities.
Renovations that increase the number of bathrooms
or plumbing fixtures, may change your current septic
system performance.
Get advice from a service professional for proper
tree distance from your septic system to prevent root
intrusion.

ABOUT

Grain Bag and Twine Recycling in Lacombe County
Grain Bag Recycling

Twine Recycling

Details:

Details:

Don’t wash food scraps, coffee grounds and food
items down the drain. Avoid using a garburator to
dispose of kitchen waste. In-sink garbage disposal
units can increase sludge accumulation by 40 percent!
• Don’t flush non-degradable products such as feminine
hygiene products, cigarette butts, condoms, dental
floss, diapers, cat litter, paper towels.
• Don’t dispose of concentrated cleaning chemicals
down drains and toilets.
• Don’t dispose of pharmaceuticals down drains or
toilets.
Winterizing Private Septic Systems
Did you know that shallow septic systems left unused
for more than 72 hours may not have the anaerobic
bioactivity to generate enough heat preventing winter
freezing?

This service is offered free of charge to
agriculture producers operating within
Lacombe County. The grain bags will be rolled
and collected on farm site for eventual delivery
to a plastic recycling center in Alberta.

Producers can pick up Clean Farms Twine
Recycling Bags at any Lacombe Regional
Waste Services Commission Transfer Site
during regular business hours. Twine will only
be accepted if it is placed in the Clean Farms
Twine Recycling Bag, and then brought to the
collection site.

Winterizing Shallow Septic Systems
1. Clean and pump down tank.
2. Add approximately 24” of water to your septic tank
to insulate from frost. Leave alarm system active
to notify if there’s a problem! Some alarm systems
have a low level alarm that can be silenced, just
leave yourself a reminder to reactivate the alarm!
3. Add potable RV antifreeze to water in the tank,
follow manufacturers recommendations for volume
and strength.
4. Manually run pump for a few seconds to circulate
RV antifreeze into discharge piping, check valve and
service line if connected to a communal system.
5. De-energize the pump at the breaker box, leaving a
reminder to restart pump upon arrival.
6. If you live around the North Shore of Sylvan Lake,
contact Lacombe County to shut-off your service.
Don’t forget to call us back to open service valve
when your back home, running a pump with a closed
service line may damage the pump and piping!

• To ensure used grain bags are eligible for
recycling, grain bag collection services
should be scheduled within one week of
grain extraction.

Don’t
•

Requirements:
• Agriculture producers who request grain
bag recycling services must provide one
individual on site, capable of assisting the
rolling and collection operation.
• Grain bags MUST BE FREE of grain, mud,
dirt debris, and vermin.

• Grain bag collection services are offered free
of charge.

Requirements:
1. Shake – Remove as much debris, snow or
ice as possible. Excessively dirty twine may
be rejected, or subject to a landfill tipping
fee or additional charges at drop off.
2. Bag – Place loose twine in a Clean Farms
Twine Recycling Bag and tie bags to
close. Please do not knot the twine. Clean
Farms Twine Recycling bags are available
free of charge at any Lacombe Regional
Waste Services Commission Transfer Sites.
3. Return – Return to a Lacombe Regional
Waste Services Commission Transfer Site
during regular business hours.

To book grain bag collection or further
questions regarding agriculture plastics or
twine recycling, please call 403- 782-8959.
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AGRICULTURE

Canola Powered Cars

You may have noticed a
change when filling up
your vehicle at local fuel
stations lately. All major
fuel providers are being
mandated to transition from
Regular Unleaded gasoline
to 10% Ethanol gasoline
ahead of Canada’s Clean
Fuel Standard set to take full
Calvin Ireland
effect one year from now in
December 2022. This is part
of the effort to reduce the
global carbon footprint and
achieve net zero emissions
by 2050. To reach this target,
the Canadian government
has outlined three Compliance Categories in which
energy producers can receive credits.

•

Category 2: supplying customers with low carbon
intensity fuels (e.g., ethanol, biodiesel).

•

Category 3: investing in advanced vehicle
technologies (e.g., electric or hydrogen fuel cell).

•

In 2021 alone, three major global companies, Cargill,
Viterra and Ceres Global, each made commitments
to build their own brand-new canola crushing facilities
in Saskatchewan, and all expect to be operational by

Category 1: undertake projects that reduce
lifecycle carbon intensity of fossil fuels (e.g.,
carbon capture and storage, on-site renewable
electricity, co-procession).

As it pertains to agriculture, Compliance Category 2
could allow for some serious opportunities in Western
Canadian agriculture. Here’s how.
Canada consumes approximately 106 billion litres
of refined petroleum products per year, 46 billion of
which is gasoline and 30 billion of which is diesel.
Experts predict under the new Clean Fuel Standard
that as much as 15% of total consumption will include
renewable low carbon intensity fuels - of which canola
is the primary feedstock. Having a new market for
canola is one thing, but the fact the new market is
both crushed and refined on the Prairies to make high
margin end use products is a huge bonus.

ATTENTION
Grain Bag and Twine Recyclers in Lacombe County
Are you recycling your agricultural plastics and twine helping to promote
agriculture sustainability?

IT ONLY WORKS IF YOU RECYCLE RIGHT!!
Please ensure you are only recycling clean baler twine and/or grain bag plastic, to
ensure all product is accepted for recycle. See the following instructions below.

2024. Viterra’s plant in Regina will be the largest in
the world with a crush capacity of 2.5 million tonnes.
While Cargill and Ceres Global each have a targeted
capacity of 1 million tonnes.
For reference, Canadian farmers grow 20 million
tonnes of canola seed on average every year. (This
year’s drought dropped production to 13 million
tonnes – lowest since 2010). Of the 20 million tonnes
of production slightly more than 50% is exported
primarily to Asia, and slightly less than 50% is crushed
and processed domestically. Now not all the canola oil
produced in these new crushing facilities is solely for
renewable fuels. The high-quality of product produced
in these facilities will also be used in the food chain.
Canola oil maintains the lowest saturated fat content
of all common cooking oils, the highest plant-based
Omega-3, and zero trans fat. Meanwhile the pulp or
“meal” component from the crushing process is used
as high protein animal feed which 87% of production
is exported to USA.
Going forward, industry experts anticipate Canadian
canola seed exports to drop from 50% to ~20%
of total production as we build up our processing
capacity. This coincides directly with expected farm
production increase of 6 million tonnes by 2025 and
the industry’s goal of having 14 million tonnes of
domestic crushing capacity by 2025.
Crop production and crushing capacity are good
foundational components, but the 3rd and final
piece of the pie is end-use refining. As an example,
Federated Co-op Ltd., has been anticipating this
boom in domestic processing capacity for a few years
already when it acquired Terra Grains Ltd., and more
recently True North Renewable Fuels Ltd. These
acquisitions have allowed FCL to cement themselves
as leaders in the new Clean Fuel Standard value
chain. The Terra Grains Ethanol facility in Belle
Plaine, SK. buys 15 million bushels of local wheat
every year for FCL’s gasoline production. While the
True North Renewable facility in Regina will process
1 million tonnes of canola oil every year, once
operational, for FCL’s diesel production. But FCL isn’t
the only refinery making waves, Imperial Oil is also
retrofitting an Edmonton facility to refine plant-based
oils.
All in all, this is a good news story for agriculture in
Western Canada. To be able to vertically integrate
and provide a wide variety of sustainable world class
products is a huge win. Solving global issues with
home-grown solutions is something to be proud of.
Agriculture and energy are our bread and butter on
the Prairies and to build this industry domestically
makes perfect sense, with farmers yet again at the
forefront.

NO feed bags ~

NO grain totes

Grain Bag Recycling
10

~

NO silage plastic ~

NO bale wrap

Twine Recycling

Submitted by Calvin Ireland CCA Agronomist
Central AB Co-op Lacombe

December 17, 2021 - County News

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

LACOMBE COUNTY

SPOT light
KETTLE RIDGE ORGANICS
When Chris and Leah Simeniuk of Kettle
Ridge Organics made the decision to
transition to organic grain farming in 2015,
they were looking for ways to stay viable
on smaller acres.
“We were looking for ways to increase
the revenue of our existing acres without
necessarily adding more land base.
Converting to organic is more hours per
acre but so are the returns.” Although
the initial leap was made for financial
reasons, they have since found additional
motivation to stay on their path.

and no synthetic fertilizers. To manage
nutrient replacement, the Simeniuks utilize
non-synthetic soil amendments and green
manure cover crops. The green manure
crop is terminated at the flowering stage.
Its purpose is to provide food for the
soil biology that in turn makes normally
inaccessible soil nutrients available to the
following cash crop.

“Learning about cover crops and how
different plants interact with the soil has
been the biggest point of interest.” says
Chris. “Not having access to chem or
fertilizer to make a quick fix on my crop
has made me have to really think and
observe what is happening in my soil. I
have to look at soil as an ecosystem as
opposed to just a growing medium.”

Weed management needs to utilize
several strategies. Starting with a
clean seedbed is first step, followed by
harrowing just prior to crop emergence
to remove weeds at the threadling stage.
Ensuring the crop comes out first is
critical. Harrowing in crop is also done
depending on the type of weed pressure
in the field. Crop rotation also plays
major part in the weed management.
Crops are rotated between early seeding,
late seeding and fall seeding so as not
to create a pattern for weeds to get
established.

To be a certified organic farm, Kettle
Ridge Organics needs to follow the
Canadian Organic Regime and submit to
yearly audits by a certifier. In simple terms
they can’t use chemicals for weed control

The Simeniuks organic journey is ever
evolving. They are currently working
towards their Regenerative Organic
Certification. The regenerative status
looks at the farm’s practices to ensure that

soil and the surrounding environment are
being enhanced as opposed to degraded.
One particular topic Kettle Ridge Organics
spends a lot of focus on is soil health.
Minimizing tillage, increasing cover crop
biomass, maintaining living plants as
long as possible, and biodiversity all play
important roles.
The couple agree that utilizing an organic
system isn’t the only way to farm and that
it isn’t going to be a fit for everyone, but it
is working for them.
“It isn’t better,
it isn’t worse,
it’s just
different,”
says Leah. “It
has helped
us to remain
a family farm
and that is
what is most
important to
us.”

Are you interested in being part of the Lacombe County SPOTlight?

Rural economic
development
engagement
Albertans are invited to share
their thoughts on ways to
promote economic development
in rural Alberta.
The GOA is gathering feedback
on ways to promote economic
development in rural Alberta
by further understanding
opportunities to support
investment and growth.
Increasing investment plays a key
factor in recovering economically
from the COVID-19 pandemic,
the global collapse of energy
prices, and the worst economic
downturn in almost a century.
Rural Albertans are invited to
share their feedback through an
online survey from October 27 to
December 18, 2021. Visit https://
www.alberta.ca/rural-economicdevelopment-engagement.aspx
to take the survey!

Canadian
Agricultural
Partnership
The Canadian Agricultural
Partnership is a five-year, $3
billion federal-provincial-territorial
investment in the agriculture,
agri-food and agri-based products
sector that began in April 2018. In
Alberta, the Canadian Agricultural
Partnership represents a federal
- provincial investment of $406
million in strategic programs
and initiatives for the agricultural
sector.
Transformation at a provincial
level is occurring to support
economic recovery and growth,
and to reduce red tape. The agrifood sector holds great potential
for investment and growth and
can support Alberta’s economic
recovery. Learn more at https://
cap.alberta.ca/CAP/.

Email economicdevelopment@lacombecounty.com for more
information or to apply to be featured.
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SUBDIVISION & DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY
Do you have
questions
about
subdivision or
development
activity?
Contact Us:
Lacombe County
Planning Services
(403) 782-8389
planning@
lacombecounty.com
Dale Freitag
Director of
Planning Services
Cajun Paradis
Senior Planner
Peter Duke
Planner / Development
Officer
Monica Bartman
Economic Development
Officer
Allison Noonan
Planning Services
Administrative Assistant
Chelsey Teers
Planning Services
Receptionist
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SUBDIVISION & DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY
November 1, 2021 to November 30, 2021
Development Applications Received
No.

File No.

Applicant

Legal Description

Proposed Development

1

193/21

Darcy & Kim Wraight

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 932 3137
(Pt. SE 16-40-23-W4M)

Home Based Business, Major
(Renewal, Darcy’s Auto Repair)

Approved

2

194/21

Joseph & Alicia White

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 972 0030
(Pt. NE 18-41-25-W5M)

Setback Relaxation

Approved

3

195/21

Chad & Raelene Nielson

Unit 127 Condo Plan 142 2139
(Sandy Point Resort, Gull Lake)

Cottage Model

Approved

4

196/21

Dynamic Modular Homes

Unit 161 Condo Plan 142 2139
(Sandy Point Resort, Gull Lake)

Cottage Model

Approved

5

197/21

Johannes Punter
& Amara-Joy Leier

Pt. NW 33-39-02-W5M

Setback Relaxation

Approved

6

198/21

Darrell Moore

Lot 2 Block 1 Plan 062 2895
(Pt. SW 01-39-04-W5M)

Setback Relaxation

Approved

7

199/21

Nickolas Lischka

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 032 2037
(Pt. SE 22-38-24-W4M)

Home Based Business, Major
(Renewal, Oilfield Service)

Approved

File Applications Received
Subdivision
No.
Applicant
No.

Decision
(otherwise pending)

Legal Description

Proposed Subdivision

Decision
(otherwise pending)
Approved

8

S-043-21

Nick Lesher

NW 15-38-25-W4M

1st Parcel Out

9

S-044-21

Logan Williams

NE 16-40-26-W4M

Fragmented

10

S-045-21

Kassies Dairy Ltd.

Pt. NE 4-40-27-W4M

1st Parcel Out

11

S-046-21

Lacombe County

Block 1 Plan 962 2893
(NW 24-39-2-W5M)

Public Use

12

S-047-21

Wright AG Renewables Ltd.

NW 34-39-26-W4M

1st Parcel Out

13

S-048-21

Jan Drost

SE 26-40-1-W5M

1st Parcel Out

For more information contact Planning Services at 403-782-8389
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MAP OF ACTIVITY
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Test the speed of your internet service
High-speed rural internet is critical for economic development, engaging in the
digital economy, and working and learning from home. The Government of Canada has announced the goal of providing access to 50 Mbps download and 10
Mbps upload speeds to all Canadians by 2030. RMA, in partnership with CIRA, is
conducting internet speed testing.
Before you run a speed test, please review the internet speed testing protocol:
1. Tests should be run using a computer – either a laptop or desktop.
2. The computer should be connected to the modem / router with a direct cable
connection, if possible.
3. Running other applications or devices while executing tests will negatively affect test results.
4. Ask others to stop using the internet and / or streaming while running the test
– the test should take less than a minute.
5. Network slowdowns affect your test. Load varies throughout the day so test at
different times.
6. Run multiple tests at different times of the day to help assess peak times and
load results.
To run the test, simply click the orange ‘Start’ button on the speed test page. If you
require more information on how to run the test, read the quick start guide.

•
•

that your connection is unsecure
Download speed is how fast your connection is receiving information from the
internet
As a reminder, the Government of Canada universal standard is 50/10 Mbps
speeds

HOW IS MY DATA USED?
Your data will be shared with Innovation, Science and Economic Development
(ISED). Additionally, RMA staff will have access to the data. This information will
be used to demonstrate internet speeds to ISED, identify gaps in service, and inform RMA advocacy. For more information on how your data will be used, visit the
CIRA website (https://www.cira.ca/improving-canadas-internet/initiatives/internetperformance-test/how-internet-performance-test-3).
MORE ABOUT THE CIRA PARTNERSHIP
RMA is pleased to partner with the Canadian Internet Registration Agency
(CIRA) (https://www.cira.ca/) to provide this speed testing.
CONTACT US
If you have any questions about this test, the CIRA partnership, or rural internet,
please contact Warren Noga, RMA Policy Advisor at warren@rmalberta.com.

Test Your Internet Speed!
WHAT DO MY RESULTS MEAN?
After running your test, your results will be displayed at the top of the window.
Results from RMA’s office are shared here as an example.

Moving from left to right:
•
•
•

Upload speed is how fast your internet is sending information. This is especially important for sending out video, such as during a Zoom call
Latency can be described as time lag
IPv6 and DNSSEC are internet protocols. Depending on your ISP, they may
be red, as in above. This does not mean there is a problem with the test, or
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A view of one of the Marcils’ wetlands that
they’ve enrolled into the ALUS program and a
knobby hill that’s establishing native tree and
plant species in the background.]

Trailblazers
The ALUS Trailblazer series showcases
farmers and ranchers who are doing an
outstanding job producing cleaner air,
cleaner water, increased biodiversity and
other valuable ecosystem services for
their communities through their ALUS
projects.

The full series is available on ALUS.ca | Resources | Other Relevant Reports.
https://alus.ca/resources/research/
The ALUS Trailblazer series was created with support from the Environmental Stewardship and Climate
© ALUS 2021. All rights reserved.

Change Group Program of the Canadian Agricultural Partnership in Alberta, a partnership between
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada and Alberta’s Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.
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Trailblazers
Trailblazers
ALUS Lacombe
participant Roger Marcil

Alberta trailblazer Roger Marcil participate in the
ALUS Lacombe program.

track. On the other side of the tracks, Roger delays
the hay cut to allow nesting bird species and other
wildlife to raise their young. The delayed haying also
helps support pollinators and prevent sediment from
entering the waterbodies on the land.

Retired farmer Roger Marcil may have shifted his
focus from grazing Simmental cattle, but when one
door closes another opens. In retirement, Roger has
devoted himself to the well-being of his land.
The first participant in the ALUS Lacombe program,
Roger joined ALUS in 2017. Since then, he has
enrolled 38 acres into the ALUS program. The land,
though, continues to support area producers, as
Roger rents it out to crop-growers who cultivate
wheat, barley and canola.
With
ALUS,
Roger has
We believe in putting
enhanced
something back. ALUS
three
makes it easier. I like having
beautiful
the opportunity to see
wetlands.
wildlife and plants you don’t
At one
see in everyday life.
site is a
wetland
with a
buffer strip of native plant species around it and
two lone hills either side of it. The buffer and hills
are flush with new willow growth, white spruce,
wild strawberry, two varieties of vetch, buckbrush,
snowberry, chokecherry, wild licorice root, wild rose,
saskatoon and raspberry.

ALUS Lacombe participant, Roger Marcil, with one of his 400
Mallard Hen Houses in the background.]

Through their ALUS projects, along with a number of
other wetlands that they have conserved, Roger has
dedicated himself to improving the landscape around
him.
Roger’s projects create wildlife habitat through
support structures, pollinator habitat through direct
planting and native encroachment of flowering
species, and improved water quality. The end result
is cleaner water, improved biodiversity and more
habitat, music to the ears of an enthusiastic birder
like Roger.
ALUS is proud to count Roger Marcil among its
Trailblazers in Alberta.

The lone hills are a good fit for the ALUS program,
because they’re too steep to farm effectively, though
they were cropped and grazed in the past.
The wetland has shown great success as an ALUS
project and now permanently holds water yearround. It’s come a long way from dry periods in the
late 80s and early 90s when the Marcils hayed the
area.
A part of Roger’s conservation mission is to preserve
large patches land for wildlife habitat: “Narrow strips
mean the predators just eat everything—waterfowl
and birds are served up as a buffet.”
And his ALUS projects have done wonders in this
regard. Some of the species that have been identified
on Roger’s ALUS projects include saw-whet owls,
coots, common goldeneye and swallows.
At another of Roger’s ALUS project sites is a buffer of
trees and native vegetation that runs along a railway

Become an ALUS Trailblazer!
ALUS recognizes the important role farmers and
ranchers play as stewards of the land and helps
them provide solutions to some of the most
pressing conservation challenges of our time,
including biodiversity loss, flooding and water
quality in lakes and rivers.
For more information on the ALUS program in
Alberta, visit ALUS.ca and contact ALUS Western
Hub Manager.
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
November 10, 2021
COVID-19 UPDATE
Council was provided with an update on the latest
COVID-19 restrictions, statistics and the Province’s
current vaccine statistics.
2022 – 2024 LONG RANGE PLANNING
PROGRAM
The Long Range Planning Program 2021 to 2023 was
adopted by Council as presented.
PLANNING SERVICES UPDATE
The Planning Services Update for October 2021 was
presented and received for information.
ALTA LINK TAX CANCELLATION PENALTY
REQUEST
A motion that Lacombe County cancel the $44,492.31
late payment penalties levied on Tax Roll Nos.
#0000448903, #3825316021, #3903162003,
#3926022002, #4027012002, #4126012003 and
#4126013002 did not receive Council approval.
BIZI TRANSPORT TAX CANCELLATION
PENALTY REQUEST
A motion that Lacombe County cancel the $1,306.01
late payment penalty levied on Tax Roll No.
#3927232040 did not receive Council approval.
LYNX ENERGY TAX CANCELLATION PENALTY
REQUEST
A motion that Lacombe County cancel the $57,350.15
late payment penalties levied on properties owned by
Lynx Energy did not receive Council approval.

SYLVAN LAKE REGIONAL WASTEWATER
COMMISSION BUDGET & OPERATING PLAN
The Sylvan Lake Regional Wastewater Commission
budget for 2022 and the 3-year operating plan were
received for information. A letter will be forwarded to
the Commission stating that Lacombe County has
no comments or questions regarding the proposed
budget.
RMA FALL CONVENTION RESOLUTIONS
The resolutions to be presented at the RMA
Fall Convention were reviewed and received for
information by Council.
RMA MEETING WITH MINISTER AND RCMP
Council will meet with the Minister of Municipal Affairs
Rick McIver on November 23, 2021 during the RMA
Fall Convention. Council will also meet with RCMP
Senior Officers on November 24, 2021.
LACOMBE REGIONAL TOURISM
A presentation by the Lacombe Regional Tourism
regarding the 2022 Lacombe Regional Tourism budget
and 2020 audited financial statements was received
for information. The RC(10) funding application will
be considered at the November 30, 2021 Council
meeting.
PUBLIC HEARING – LEASE PROPOSAL PLAN
802 1368 BLOCK 1 LOT 2MR & PLAN 912 2491
BLOCK 1, LOT 3MR (BURBANK CAMPGROUND)
A public hearing was held regarding the Lacombe Fish

and Game Association’s proposal to lease Lacombe
County Municipal Reserve described as Plan 802
1368 Block 1 Lot 2MR and Plan 912 2491 Block 1 Lot
3M (Burbank Campground) for a 20-year term.
Following the public hearing the County Manager
was authorized to enter into a lease agreement with
the Lacombe Fish and Game Association for Plan
802 1368 Block 1 Lot 2MR and Plan 912 2491 Block
1 Lot 3M (Burbank Campground) for the period of
November 11, 2021 to November 10, 2041.

Regularly Scheduled
Meetings for
Lacombe County
Council
Committee of the Whole
First Tuesday of every second
month at 9 a.m.
Council & MPC
Second and fourth Thursday of
every month, starting at 9 a.m..
The public and media are
welcome to attend all Council
& MPC meetings. An agenda
will be posted to the website
prior to the meeting.

2022 County Council
Dates
January 13
January 31
February 10
February 24
March 10
March 24
April 14
April 28
May 12
May 26
June 9
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June 23
July 14
August 25
September 8
September 22
October 13
October 27
November 14
November 24
December 8
Council Highlights &
Minutes can be found
on our website under
the ‘Council’ Link on
the main page - or
scan the QR code (left)
with your smartphone!
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
November 30, 2021
COVID-19 UPDATE

RC(10) APPLICATIONS

Council was provided with an update on the latest
COVID-19 restrictions, statistics and the Province’s
current vaccine statistics.

Council approved funding for Policy RC(10) Operating Support of Historical, Cultural, Tourism
& Visitor Information Facilities & Services 2022
Applications. Council approved the 2022 Policy
RC(10) funding applications as follows:

PUBLIC HEARING – BYLAW NO. 11350/21
A public hearing was held regarding Bylaw No.
1350/21, a bylaw of Lacombe County, to close to
public travel and dispose of portions of a public
highway in accordance with Section 22 of the
Municipal Government Act.
Following the public hearing, the County Manager
was authorized to forward Bylaw No. 1350/21 to
the Minister of Transportation for approval before
considering a second and third reading.
LACOMBE SOUTH RING CONNECTOR
FUNCTIONAL PLAN
By resolution of Council, Lacombe County will
participate in the Alberta Community Partnership
Grant application with the City of Lacombe to
develop a South Ring Road Connector Functional
Plan. Council agreed to the City of Lacombe being
designated as the managing partner for this project.
ROAD CLOSURE REQUEST – ROAD PLAN
3593J – CONSOLIDATION & SALE
By resolution of Council, the County Manager was
directed to proceed with the process to close Road
Plan 3593J. This proposal will be circulated to
interested parties for comment, and further, a report
on the comments and cancellation request will be
presented at the January 13, 2022 Council meeting.
The proposed closure will see 4.17 acres consolidated
with the SW 8-41-24 W4M.

Mirror & District Museum Association			
$16,500
Alix Wagon Wheel Museum				
$4,300
Bentley Museum Society				
$10,000
Blackfalds & Area Historical Society			
$10,000
Lacombe & District Historical Society			
$38,529
Lacombe Regional Tourism & Marketing Assoc.
$53,156
			

Total

$132,485

HIGHWAY 12/21 REGIONAL WATER SERVICES
COMMISSION – 2022 OPERATING BUDGET
Council received the Highway 12/21 Regional
Water Services Commission 2022 Operating budget
for information. A letter will be forwarded to the
Commission stating that Lacombe County has no
comments or questions regarding the proposed
budget.

KEY STRATEGIC ACTION ITEMS
IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
An update on the Key Strategic Action Items
Implementation Plan for 2018 to 2023 was approved
as presented.
ALBERTA PROVINCIAL POLICY SERVICE
TRANSITION STUDY
Council will attend municipal engagement sessions
hosted by the Province with regard to the Alberta
Provincial Police Service Transition Study.
PLOW TRUCK REPLACEMENT
Following the loss of a County plow truck by a fire,
the County Manager was authorized to outfit an
existing truck (Unit 594), which includes the purchase
of a sander at a cost of $ 43,000, to serve as a
replacement for the lost plow truck.
The County Manager was further authorized to
purchase a new cab and chassis, including a gravel
box, for a total cost of $ 278,000 to replace the gravel/
backhoe truck (Unit 594).
BYLAW NO. 1353/21 - QE11 WEST LACOMBE
BUSINESS PARK
Bylaw No. 1353/21, a bylaw of Lacombe County
respecting water and wastewater services in the
QE11 West Lacombe Business Parks, was given first,
second and third and final reading by Council and so
passed.
LACOMBE REGIONAL WASTE SERVICES
COMMISSION
Jay Hohn, Manager of the Lacombe Regional
Waste Services Commission (LRWSC) provided a
presentation on the operations and future initiatives of
LRWSC.

Joint Council Meeting fosters collaboration between City, County
The Lacombe Memorial Centre played host to a Joint
Meeting of Council between Lacombe County and the
City of Lacombe.
The meeting – and future joint meetings – fosters
collaboration and cooperation between the regional
partners to achieve efficient results for the residents of
both municipalities.
Community presentations from the Lacombe Athletic
Park Association and the Lacombe Fish and Game
Association were on the agenda at the December 1
meeting.
Lacombe County Reeve Barb Shepherd saw the
importance of the two Councils working together to
benefit their citizens.
“Over the years, Lacombe County and the City of
Lacombe have strived to ensure they are good
neighbours who provide mutual support and services
to residents of both communities,” said Reeve Barb
Shepherd. “Joint meetings, like this recent one, go a

long way to efficiently and effectively hear requests or
concerns from local community groups. They allow us
to find solutions – together – that will better both communities and continue to solidify the positive relation-

ship between both councils.”
Also in attendance was City of Lacombe Mayor Grant
Creasey, who looks forward continued collaboration
with Lacombe County.
“The City and County work effectively
together on numerous projects and services to the benefit of all our citizens,” he
said. “By designing a process where our
Councils can work directly together, we are
allowing our community groups and citizens
more straightforward access to both Councils. I look forward to furthering our unique
relationship with our neighbours.”
In the future, Lacombe City Council and
Lacombe County Council will schedule joint
meetings as required.
The video stream of this meeting is available at lacombe.ca.
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Listening to Albertans on rural crime
What Minister Kaycee Madu heard on the summer listening tour reaffirmed that rural crime is a top concern for Albertans, and addressing it remains a government priority.
The Minister of Justice and Solicitor General toured
all regions of the province, attending more than 60
events and meetings with citizens, police services,
victims services organizations and more. He heard
rural Albertans’ thoughts and concerns on topics
ranging from rural crime, inadequate police response
time, victims services, a potential Alberta Provincial
Police Service and the need for a better system to
deal with repeat offenders.
During his tour, the Minister held town halls in
Barrhead, Cardston, Claresholm, Grande Prairie,
High Level, Millarville, Munson and Redcliff, but also
spoke to Albertans in La Crete, Olds, Spruce Grove,
St. Albert, Strathcona County, Taber, Vermillion and
Wabasca, among other places.
Rural participants throughout the province took the
opportunity to have their say on government efforts
to stand up for Albertans regardless of where they
call home. With the provincial police service transition
study underway and the results of the Police Act
engagement under review, their conversations with
Minister Madu came at an important time.

Standing up for rural Albertans
The Government of Alberta has already taken action
on a number of fronts as part of its commitment to
reduce rural crime:
•

•

•

•

The Rural Alberta Provincial Integrated Defence
(RAPID) Response system makes sheriffs and
Fish and Wildlife officers available to respond to a
wider range of calls to reduce response times in
rural areas.
The new, independent Alberta Parole Board
aims to provide a fairer, faster, more responsive
and responsible justice system that protects
all Albertans from repeat offenders, including
parolees.
The appointment of Alberta’s first-ever chief
firearms officer to ensure the appropriate
enforcement of firearms legislation in a manner
that respects Alberta’s traditions and law-abiding
gun owners.
The Trespass Statutes (Protecting Law-Abiding
Property Owners) Amendment Act, 2019 protects
property owners with strengthened deterrents

WHEN TO CALL 911?:

Complaints vs. emergencies
We often get asked, "When should we call 911?" 911 is for police,
fire, or medical emergencies when immediate action is required:
someone’s health, safety or property is in imminent jeopardy, or a
crime is in progress. 911 should be called for: Any life-threatening
emergency, any crime in progress and for impaired drivers.
Local police stations have complaint lines that can be called if you
require police assistance. This number should be used for crimes
that have occurred in the past, noise complaints and minor incidents.
For general inquiries and complaints during the day, please
call:
• Bashaw RCMP - (780) 372-3593
• Blackfalds RCMP - (403) 885-3333
• Sylvan Lake RCMP - (403) 887-3333
• Rimbey RCMP - (403) 843-2223
• Ponoka RCMP - (403) 783-4471
• Lacombe Police - (403) 782-3279
If you accidentally call 911:
Please stay on the line and advise the operator it was an accident.
If a 911 hang-up is received the RCMP will follow-up by finding out
who the number is registered to, and calling and sending police
officers to your location to ensure you are okay. This process takes
up a lot of time, so if you accidentally call 911, stay on the line, or answer the phone when they call back. You will not get in trouble.
Don't program 911 into your speed dial. It only takes a second to dial
it and when it's pre-programmed, it's easy to dial accidentally.
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to trespassing, such as five-fold increases to
maximum fines and possible prison time. It also
protects law-abiding property owners from civil
liability for injuries to criminal trespassers.
•

The Scrap Metal Dealers and Recyclers
Identification Act and regulation makes it difficult
for criminals to sell stolen metal for scrap and
deters targeted thefts in rural communities.

•

An investment in new Crown prosecutors and
support staff improves the prosecution service’s
capacity to ensure rural Albertans are better
protected from criminals by the justice system
regardless of where crimes take place.

•

The appointment of more judges to the provincial
court, the commitment of two additional resident
justices of the Court of Queen’s Bench for Grande
Prairie and an additional two justices for Red
Deer.

•

The Justice Transformation Initiative is helping to
modernize justice services with technology and
processes in every area of Alberta so services
can be delivered more efficiently and every
community receives suitable services.

Join our team
APPRENTICE WELDER
(full-time, permanent)
Lacombe County has an exciting opportunity for an Apprentice Welder to join
our team in January of 2022. We’re looking for an individual who is motivated to
learn new skills and enhance their technical training while having the opportunity
to perform welding on a variety of County equipment (heavy and light) and
structures.
This is a permanent full-time position, Monday – Friday, 7:00am – 5:00pm. We’re
seeking a 2nd year apprentice (minimum) who is able to demonstrate basic
mechanical skills and aptitude and who is able to work independently.

The deadline to apply is January 7, 2022

For a full job description and application details, visit
our website: www.lacombecounty.com.
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APPLY TODAY: Community
Program Grants available
Lacombe County is committed to
strengthening the quality of life for
residents and fostering civic pride
by providing financial support for
community programs, events and
activities.
Policy RC(9) - County Support of
Community Programs, Events and
Activities provides additional support
for organizations in the County and its
urban municipalities, as well as for the
municipalities themselves. Support will
be given for events and activities which
are held for the benefit and enjoyment
of the general public, demonstrate
a financial need, and other criteria
explained in the policy.
The application deadline is February
1, 2022; applicants will be advised
by March 31st of the status of their
application.

Policy Guidelines/Procedures:
Eligibility: Urban municipalities
within the County, and community
organizations in the urban
municipalities within the County and
within Lacombe County are eligible
for funding, subject to the following
guidelines:

To be eligible for consideration,
programs:
• Must demonstrate a need for
financial support from the County;
• Must be held for the enjoyment and
benefit of the general public;
• Must be hosted on an annual
basis and/or recognize significant
milestone events;
• Must not charge an admission,
entrance or registration fee for the
program, event or activity;

•

•

•

Must receive at least an equivalent
amount of funding from the urban
municipality in which the program,
event or activity is being held as
that being requested from the
County;
Must receive at-least an equal
amount of funding from the
community organization if the
program, event or activity is being
held in the County; and
Must take place in the County, or in
the urban municipalities within the
County in 2022.

The following are not eligible for
support under this policy:
• capital facilities and equipment;
• youth and adult sports teams and
associated programs, events and
activities;
• school reunions;
• private functions;
• community organizations,
programs, events and activities that
receive support from the County
through other programs or policies.

Follow us online TODAY for current
Lacombe County information
/LacombeCounty
@LacombeCounty
www.lacombecounty.com

Funding Allotment & Allocation:

Funding will be based on $0.75 per
capita based on the current year official
population of Lacombe County and the
urban municipalities within the County,
with a $1,000 minimum allotment per
town or village, and a $500 minimum
allotment per summer village.
To view the Policy and a
downloadable application form,
see the County Website at www.
lacombecounty.com under the
County Information tab at the top of
the home page, and click on Policies
on the left hand menu.

While the office remains open, Lacombe County
is following AHS guidelines and some County
staff continue to work from home.
As such, the public is advised to call ahead to ensure
the staff member you wish to meet with is in the office.
Please note that all staff members are available via email
and cell phone.
We ask that you consider using the following alternative
service options:
•
Phone (403-782-6601)
•
Email (info@lacombecounty.com)
•
Online service request portal
•
Facebook (@LacombeCounty)
Please use teleconference or video-conference tools
whenever possible to meet with staff. In-person meetings
with staff can be scheduled by contacting the employee
directly, or by phoning the main office line for assistance.
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What to know about
Holiday Check Stops
CASUAL DRIVER
Lacombe and District Family and Community Support Services are seeking a casual
driver for the Lacombe Connex Service. A casual position covering for vacation or leaves
for regular drivers. Connex is available to seniors and others unable to access regular
transportation because of age, disability or mobility. This service is offered through
Lacombe & District FCSS in partnership with the City of Lacombe.
Responsibilities:








Drive clients to medical appointments, shopping, dialysis trips and charters.
Assist mobility challenged clients (wheelchairs, walkers), and secure for
transport.
Collect fees, report ridership to FCSS weekly.
Complete daily inspections on buses and report any issues.
Monitor and maintain cleanliness of bus, daily log reports, and fueling.
Flexible, adaptable to frequent schedule changes.
Driving in adverse weather conditions

Qualifications:
Class 4 Drivers License and Clean Drivers Abstract
Driver Training and Experience is Preferred
 Current First Aid/CPR
 Excellent Customer Service Skills




Please forward your letter of interest and resume to:
Transportation Coordinator
Lacombe Connex
#201, 5214- 50th Avenue,
Lacombe, AB T4L 0B6
Email: connex@lacombefcss.net
Fax: (403) 782-6639
Closing date: December 31, 2021
In order to protect our staff and the community we serve, some positions may require new
employees to be fully immunized against COVID-19 or have a documented medical exemption.
Alternate arrangements such as rapid testing may be discussed if required.

SHOP LOCAL
EAT LOCAL
SPEND LOCAL
These are hard times for many Albertans. You can make a
difference by supporting local businesses and restaurants.
When you shop local, the money STAYS local and supports
local charities, community organizations and events.
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Throughout the year, police set up check stops on Alberta's roads to
stop drivers and check for signs of impairment. The locations change
often and drivers can be stopped at random. Through the Christmas
season, this will be a familiar occurrence.
1. Mandatory alcohol screening means police officers can demand
a breath sample from any driver who they have lawfully stopped,
even if the police do not suspect alcohol impairment.
2. If police suspect a driver is impaired by drugs or alcohol, they can
require the driver to take a roadside breath test. A roadside breath
test indicates the presence of alcohol.
- If the tests indicate a pass, the driver can continue on their way.
- If the tests indicate the presence of alcohol, the police continue
with an impaired driving investigation.
3. The investigation could involve:
- a more advanced alcohol breath test to determine the blood
alcohol concentration (BAC)
- a Standardized Field Sobriety Test (SFST), which checks for
signs of impairment by examining the driver's eyes, walking
ability, balance and other factors
- if an SFST tests determines impairment, a further evaluation by
a Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) and blood sample may be
taken to confirm alcohol and/or drug blood concentration
4. If the investigation confirms the driver is impaired by drugs, alcohol or a combination of both, charges can be laid and the driver's
licence suspended. If drivers refuse to take any of these tests,
charges can be laid and their licence can be suspended.
~ Submitted by: Sgt. Brian Herrick,
Blackfalds RCMP
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YES

REGISTER
NOW FOR:

YOU
CAN
TAKE THE

FIRST STEP!

* HIGH SCHOOL
COURSES

Blizzards
A blizzard warning is issued when falling or blowing
snow reaches speeds of at least 40 km/h, and is
expected to last 4 hours or longer. Visibility during
this time is reduced to 400 m or less.

* CAREER &
EDUCATION
COUNSELING

Blizzards or blowing snow can occur when there
are clear skies, and can cause zero visibility.

* ACADEMIC TRADES
PREPARATION
THE FIRST STEP ADULT
EDUCATION CENTER
#1, 4737-49B Ave. Lacombe, AB T4L 1K1
403-782-5040 www.firststepcenter.ca

Clive Family & Community Support Services



Sept 15 - Little Village Playgroup starts. Every
Wednesday for preschool ages 0 - 6



Oct 28 - An Evening with Jody Carrington Parenting Today. Starts 7 pm in Clive. Tickets
$40 on sale in September through Eventbrite.













Clive FCSS Programs:
Little Village Playgroup
Home Safe and Babysitting courses
Adventures R’Us Summer Day Camp
Individual & Family Resources
Seniors Benefits & Resources
Volunteer Appreciation
Seniors Week
Supports for Seniors at Christmas.








Programs in Partnership with
Lacombe & District FCSS:
Community Outreach Program
Tools for School
Volunteer Income Tax program
New Coats for Kids
Fill a Fridge
Santa’s Anonymous

Nov 17 & 24 - Home Alone Course. Ages 9 - 11,
from 3:30 - 6:00 pm. Cost $40.
Dec 4 - Babysitters Course. Ages 12+,
from 9 am - 5 pm. Cost $40.

CONTACT US AT:
Clive FCSS Outreach Coordinator
Email: clivefcss@lacombefcss.net
Phone: (403) 784-2020
Address: 5107 50th St, Clive, AB (adjacent to the Village Office).

~ From www.alberta.ca/hazard-preparedness.aspx
Blizzards, ice storms, high winds and blowing snow
can develop quickly and threaten life and property.
Alberta also experiences extreme cold temperatures during the winter, when temperatures can
reach as low as minus 40°C or colder. Temperatures this low are life-threatening and put people
and animals at risk.

COURSES:

Upcoming Programs

Preparing for winter
weather

Office Hours:
Tuesdays 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
1st & 3rd Wednesday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Maintenance for highways in Lacombe County
Please note: Alberta Transportation maintains and operates ALL NUMBERED highways in
the County (i.e. Hwy 12, Hwy 20, Hwy 597, Hwy 815, Hwy 601, Hwy 2A, etc.). If you see any
issues or have any concerns on these roadways, please contact:

What to do before and during
• Avoid driving and wait several hours after the
storm ends before going anywhere.
• If you have to drive, check Alberta 511 for
current road conditions, travel during daytime
hours, make sure you have a well-stocked vehicle emergency kit and use the buddy system
so someone knows where you are going and
when you expect to get there.
• If possible, avoid going outdoors. If you have
to go outdoors, make sure you dress for the
weather.
• If you live in a rural area, string guidelines between your house and any other buildings you
might have to get to during the storm.
If you are stuck in your vehicle:
• Remain calm, stay inside and call for help.
• Occasionally run the engine to stay warm, but
beware of exhaust fumes and make sure the
exhaust pipe is not blocked with snow.
• Allow fresh air in by opening the window slightly
on the sheltered side away from the wind.
Extreme cold
In Alberta, an extreme cold warning is issued when
temperatures or the wind chill index reach minus
40°C or colder. Being exposed even for short periods in these conditions can be dangerous.
Protect yourself and your loved ones
• Stay safe, warm and protected.
• Stay indoors when possible. If you have to travel by car, know your route ahead of time and
make sure you have a well-stocked emergency
kit in your vehicle.
• Dress in warm, windproof layers. Watch for
signs of frostbite. Frostbite can occur in less
than 10 minutes in extreme cold.
• When working outside, do not over exert yourself. Sweating can lead to hypothermia, which
can be fatal.
• Make sure your pets have warm shelter during
a cold snap.

Mainroad Alberta Contracting LP | 1-877-875-3263
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AROUND THE COUNTY

WHAT WE DO

Alix and Area Community Resource Centre

Highlights

Services
Available

New Program!The Community Connections Activity Centre (Bay 2) will
host Community Cooking in the New Year. Watch for more
details coming soon.

Information &
Referral
Resource Navigation

After-School ProgrammingThis is a free program for children (ages 8+) to relax, play
games, do homework and craft after school at the
Community Connections Activity Centre (Bay 2). Join in
every Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday, from 3:30PM-6:30PM.
(Homework help is available on Wednesday and Thursday)

Volunteer Services
Family Wellness
Meals on Wheels
Home Support

Thank YOUThe Alix Mirror Wellness Supports Society would like to express
their gratitude for the most recent donors: Holly & Wayne
Buelow, Roberta Sissons, Jim Green, Chris & Edith Shultz,
Marion Doran, John Frew, Tom Foley & Pat Rayner, Ron & Irene
McIntosh, Darren Rouse, Wilson & Mary Lovell, Mandi Peterson,
Cathy & Brant Perry, CJ Volk, Gail & Paul Estell, Margaret Litke,
Dane Nelson, Henna Rose Massage, Gadsby Lake
Community Club, Sole Revival, Haynes Creek Design,
Ye Old Nook, The Pantry, Citizens on Patrol and DOW Canada.

Community Services
Adult Learning
Alix Food Bank
alixmirrorwellness@gmail.com
Follow us on Facebook
@AlixandAreaCommunity
ResourceCentre
www.alixcrc.com

Adult Drop-In FitnessJoin us for facilitated exercise classes that are sure to make you
sweat. New dates and times will be scheduled for the New Year.
Wise Owls Senior ServicesPrograms are designed to support seniors within their home,
Services include friendly visiting, menu planning & meal
preparation, pet care, errand & social assistance, support
liaison and home support. Assessment interviews are FREE.
Contact us to learn more and for package pricing.

Monday to Thursday

Alix and Area

Community
Resource Centre

10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

*Closed all statutory holidays*
Bay 1, 5008 50 Ave, Alix, AB

403-396-3369

Membership Fees: FREE

Library Move – closed Nov. 22 – Dec. 3, 2021 – new location in the Eagle Builders Centre at
5302 Broadway Avenue – our new name is Servus Credit Union Public Library
Kids Programs: In-Person, Mother Goose (baby – 3), Story Time (All Ages), Creative Explosion
(3+), Lego Club
Youth Programs Online – Youth D & D, Out of this World (9+), Reading & Writing Tutoring,
Minecraft and Fortnite club
Teen Programs - Teen D& D (13+), Book Club
Adult Programs – D & D, Ink Drinkers Book Club, Writers Group
All Programs are FREE – see our website & Facebook for more details or call us!
Hours:
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 10am – 6pm – Wed 10am – 7:00pm
Blackfaldslibrary.ca
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403.885.2343

The Lacombe & District Chamber of Commerce and Sunny 94
Passport to Christmas begins November 12th and runs to Dec.
24, 2021.
This year - which happens to be the 10th Anniversary of the Passport to
Christmas program - 75 participating businesses are participating in Lacombe &
Bentley.
There are a grand total of $8500 Lacombe Bucks to be won this year. Lacombe
Bucks can only be spent at participating businesses.
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AROUND THE COUNTY
Make a

SPLASH
over the holidays

at the Kinsmen Aquatic Centre
5429 53rd Street

....................

The Gary Moe Sportsplex is home to the Kinsmen Aquatic Centre
(KAC). Come take a dip at the Kinsmen Aquatic Centre. We offer a
climbing wall, small slide, rope and many special events throughout
the year.

The perfect place for people to connect.

What’s Happening at the pool:

• Special holiday pool schedule December 20-January 2.
Visit Lacombe.ca/pool for details.
• The pool is closed December 25, 2021 and January 1, 2022.
• Junior Lifeguard Club January intake is open. New athletes in
Intermediate & Advanced levels must sign up for a FREE tryout.
More details at Lacombe.ca/JLC
• Winter, February Break, and March Break swim registration is
open.
• Reminder to pre-book for lane swims up to 1 week in advance
and public swims up to 3 days in advance.

Book your upcoming event now!

• training/workshops
• licensed markets
• celebrations of life

•
•
•

meetings
weddings
small conferences

Visit www.lacombe.ca/lmc or call 403-782-6668
Home of Anna Maria’s Cafe, Mary C. Moore Public
Library and Lacombe & District FCSS.

For more information on the KAC schedule, pool rentals
and advanced courses call 403.782.1278 or visit
www.lacombe.ca/pool.

December Meeting
(Rescheduled)

January 5, 2022
9:30-11:30 AM

Sargent Community Hall Annual General Meeting
7 pm January 29, 2022
• Discussion of the future of the Hall
• Election of executive

Did you want to set off fireworks
over the holidays? Lacombe County
recommends submitting a fireworks
permit BEFORE Dec. 17, 2021!
Remember: you must have the permission
of all adjacent property owner, be at least
18 years of age, and follow the rules laid
out in the
Consumer
Fireworks
Permit
(found
online
at www.
lacombecounty.
com)

ROAD MONITORING
Lacombe County has an employee who drives
the county roads during the night and calls out
staff as needed. County Operations supervisors
alternate road monitoring on the weekends.

Following AHS Mandatory restrictions at time of meeting
Call George Payne 403 784 3654 for information
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JANUARY 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Dec.
26

December 27

December 28

Office Closed
(Christmas break)

Office Closed
(Christmas break)

2

3
Office Closed
(in lieu of New
Year's)

4

5

9

10

11

12

16

17

18

December 29

19

Thu

Fri

December 30

Sat

24

25

30

31
County Council

26

YOU!

December 31

January 1, 2022

Office closes at
3PM

NEW YEAR'S DAY

6

7

8

13

14

15

Do you know a
business, person,
place or volunteer
you want to see
profiled in County
News?

County Council
9AM

County News
Submissions due

20

21

22

Do you have a
photograph you want
to share?

County News
published
23

Help us promote

27

28

29

If so, email communications@
lacombecounty.com with your ideas,
photographs or stories.

We'd love to hear from you!

Lacombe County Directory
RR3, Lacombe Alberta T4L 2N3 www.lacombecounty.com

Department Numbers:

Main Office - 403-782-6601
Planning Services - 403-782-8389
Community Services - 403-782-8959
Operations - 403-782-8379
Public Works Shop - 403-782-3567

General

Follow us online for
the latest news!

After Hours Emergency Answering Service

403.357.1210

Administration Fax

403.782.3820

Public Works Fax

403.782.5356

For Service Requests, see our website - or phone the switchboard at 403-782-6601
Senior Administration

/LacombeCounty
@LacombeCounty
www.lacombecounty.com

Tim Timmons, County Manager
ttimmons@lacombecounty.com
Michael Minchin, Director of Corporate Services
mminchin@lacombecounty.com

Call 403-782-6601
to speak with the
County Manager
or with a Lacombe
County Director

Bill Cade, Director of Operations
bcade@lacombecounty.com
Dale Freitag, Director of Planning Services
dfreitag@lacombecounty.com
Keith Boras, Director of Community Services
kboras@lacombecounty.com
Council

COUNTY
NEWS
is published by Lacombe County and printed by PostMedia.
If you have feedback or story ideas, please contact:
Nicole Plewis, Communications Coordinator
communications@lacombecounty.com
403.782.6601

John Ireland, Divison 1

(jireland@lacombecounty.com)

Brenda Knight, Division 2 (bknight@lacombecounty.com)

Cell
403.392.3981

403.788.2168

403.550.2168

Barb Shepherd, Div. 3 (bshepherd@lacombecounty.com)

403.340.9724

Dwayne West, Division 4

(dwest@lacombecounty.com)

403.660.2328

(kweenink@lacombecounty.com)

403.350.8014

(awilson@lacombecounty.com)

403.506.3735

Ken Weenink, Div. 5
Allan Wilson, Divison 6
Dana Kreil, Division 7
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Home

(dkreil@lacombecounty.com)

403.746.3607

403.358.9400

